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ALN041:  Pippa Sillitoe 

   Ysgol Cedewain 
 
Dear Sir 
The White Paper - Legislative Proposals for additional learning needs has been long 
awaited. 
Statements of SEN have needed reform for some time and it is with eager 
anticipation that we await the emergence of IDPs.  
As a special school head, we have strong working partnerships with colleagues in 
both health and social care but these can only be strengthened further by statutory 
processes rather than reliance on good will.  
The formal extension of provision out 25 is also eagerly anticipated. As a school, we 
have been disappointed by the offer available in FE colleges for our most complex 
learners and would be very keen to see satellite college facilities open as an 
extension to the special school environment for our most challenged pupils. 
Close partnerships with parents are the norm for a school such as mine. However, 
the aim of reducing bureaucracy and making ALN processes more transparent for all 
stakeholders is also to be celebrated. 
I look forward to being involved in ongoing process development as more meat is 
added to the bones of this exciting legislation. 
Yours sincerely 
Pippa Sillitoe 
 
 
 

ALN042:  Vikki Butler 

   Barnardoôs Cymru 
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ALN043:  Heather Reid 

   Neath Port Talbot County Council 
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   Carmarthenshire County Council
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ALN047:  Judith Rees 

   Fitzalan High School 
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ALN049:  Sarah Payne 

   National Offender Management Service (NOMS) 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Welsh Governmentôs legislative 

proposals for additional learning needs.  The National Offender Management 

Serviceôs work in Wales includes the commissioning and delivery of services to 

reduce reoffending and protect communities and we work close collaboration with 

the Welsh Government and local partners to deliver a wide range of positive 

outcomes to Welsh offenders, their families and the areas in which they are living. 

 

Evidence shows that strong family relationships and positive support networks are 

crucial in assisting offenders to turn away from crime.  Their children and families 

often require particular assistance to withstand the disruption caused by offending 

behaviour especially when a partner/parent is in prison.  I am therefore taking this 

opportunity to highlight the issues frequently faced by the children of offenders so 

that their needs can be considered as policy is developed. 

 

In England and Wales about 200,000 children were affected over the course of 
2009 by a parent being in, or going into, prison.  

  

Children with parents in prison 
are more vulnerable than other children (having three times the risk of anti-social 
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or delinquent behaviour compared to their peers) and are more likely to become 
offenders themselves. Research indicates that 65% of boys with a convicted 

parent go on to offend, compared to 22% of boys whose parents are not 
offenders. 

 

They have twice the risk of developing behavioural problems and poor 
psychological health than children who have not had a parent in prison.  Children 

may also lose contact with their imprisoned mother or father, and are often subject 
to unstable arrangements for their care.  

In 2007 a joint Department for Children, Schools and Families and Ministry of 

Justice review reported that parental imprisonment can lead children to 
experience stigma, bullying and teasing.  In addition childrenôs carers often 
experience considerable distress during parental imprisonment, which leads to 

unstable care arrangements and they also experience higher levels of social 
disadvantage than their peers.  Imprisonment has a negative financial impact 
on families, leaving families vulnerable to financial instability, poverty and debt 

and potential housing disruption 

As parents, offenders are often subject to pre-existing disadvantages.  For example 
most would have a history of social exclusion and are more likely than the general 
population to be unemployed, of low social class, to have low educational attainment 
and work skills, multiple mental health problems, other criminal convictions, 
relationship difficulties, and to have experience of abuse and/or neglect.   

 

Children of offenders (and prisoners in particular) are therefore, for multiple reasons, 
at higher risk than the wider child population, and are likely to require extensive 
support.  Parental imprisonment does present an opportunity to identify children at 
risk of poor outcomes and for Local Authorities and other agencies to offer support to 
mitigate the effects and to improve outcomes for those children. 

 

I thought it might be helpful if I drew to your attention some good practice and joint 
working that is being developed to address these issues: 

 

 the Invisible Walls Accord, which is part of the BIG Lottery Funded project 
Invisible Walls Wales being delivered at HMP Parc.  The aim is to work 
intensively, and in partnership across sectors, with prisoners, their families 
and children, all together, during custody and after release, to reduce 
reoffending, reduce intergenerational offending, and promote better outcomes 
for children and community inclusion.  The Invisible Walls Accord has the 
specific aim for each school to actively participate in the process of offering 
support and guidance to pupils who have a parent or close relative in prison.  

 

 The Invisible Walls project itself was set up in October 2012 and works with 
up to 20 families a year to create continuity for the prisoner's rehabilitation and 
transition from prison back to the community, involving a whole family 
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approach. The project has already received considerable national coverage 
and initial indications from research are positive. 

 

 Barnardoôs Cyrmu published in February this year an informative handbook 
for schools entitled ñChildren affected by the imprisonment of a family 
memberò aimed at helping them support these particular children. It also 
references the Invisible Walls Accord. 

 

 There has been excellent collaboration between the Criminal Justice 
Agencies in Wales and the Integrated Family Support Services.  The current 
proposals lend themselves to further developments in this area. 

 

Given the range and complexity of issues facing this group of children and young 
people I hope that the Welsh Government will consider the specific inclusion of 
offendersô children in the scope of those with additional learning needs and therefore 
meriting additional support. 

 
 
 
 

ALN050:  Cerys Owens 

   HOOSUP 
 
I write as a Mother of 2 boys (***********) one of whom has special needs and attends 

a unit for 50% every day in (*******************). As a P.T.A member of this school and 

also as Head of communications and PR for ñHOOSUPò (Hands Off Our Specialist 

Units Powys) 

As a background to my response I was heavily involved in the campaign in Powys to 

keep all the ALN units open in primary schools, and indeed was the delegate for my 

Sonôs school.  We were successful not just in keeping them open but revolutionising 

the whole way consultations will take place across Powys. As a result of this we 

have hopefully safeguarded the future of ALN across Powys and created a legacy to 

be proud of.  I refer you to this as I will be basing a lot of my response based on the 

work I learnt around this campaign. 

Response: 

I welcome any moves that will increase a right to equitable and fair provision of 

education to all regardless of skill and ability.  

I also welcome all moves that will take pressure of parents and families, and is 

willing to engage with these groups to ensure every child is valued. 

I strongly believe that every step should be taken so that all parties school, pupil, 

families and all bodies that need to be involved in any decisions should work 
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together and all be informed. There needs to be very strong and clear guidelines as 

to how communication should work. There also needs to be enhanced provision put 

in place for those parents that either donôt have English as their first language or who 

additional needs e.g. dyslexia themselves. Whether this be through parental 

stakeholder groups or the 3rd sector who are able to work with that family and keep 

vital paths of communication open.  

In doing this the information pertaining to each and every child needs to be clear and 

transparent, available to all from the start. Not just those that need it, and not whilst 

any processes are underway. It should be available in hard copy in all schools and 

education establishments and also on line. It should be set in a variety of formats 

adult version, young persons guide, in Welsh and any other languages needed.  

Not everybody knows their rights or how to express their needs indeed it even goes 

against some peoples norms and cultures to be able to express themselves in these 

situations. If we could empower more people and I realise this doesnôt just apply to 

ALN or indeed education but if it is addressed at school level we can empower a 

future generation. 

I welcome any move that make the process of statementing easier and more 

recognised, however I worry that it could get tied up in red tape causing delays, or 

reluctance to undergo IDP in the first place.  

Whilst you state a diagnosis is not needed and I welcome this I believe that by tying 

bodies closer into each other that a diagnosis could become easier to obtain. A 

closer relationship needs to be encapsulated whereby information is both shared and 

believed. I recently attended a paediatrics appointment armed with evidence from 

school hoping to get on the start of a diagnosis for autism for my son. This evidence 

was entirely dismissed. This undermines the parent and the school. And will as 

previously mentioned add reluctance to parents and indeed school to undergo IDP. 

I must ask how information to be shared by parties when working between health 

board/teaching or education staff and any outside bodies will be safeguarded. Not all 

information will be relevant to everybody indeed some may need to be protected for 

the childôs safety. 

I am grateful that provision will be extended from birth to 25 and that transition will be 

put in place to protect the child and ensure that is a fluid movement throughout. I 

hope that all bodies will work together to ensure this truly is the case.  

I am also grateful that independent schools will be brought into the same 

clarification, I do not know what the previous position was, but every child should 

have the same right and no one should be disadvantaged according to what school 

they need. All schools need to be accountable and every child has an equitable right 

to an education that is right for them and values them. 
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Whilst I do not necessarily feel that language needs to be changed from SEN to 

ALN, I feel anything that reduces stigma has to be welcomed. However language 

needs to be clear and consistent throughout and all bodies Government, schools, 

health professionals etc need to adopt the same language and strategies in order for 

it to work and be adopted. However what costs will be involved in this? Eg changing 

paperwork etc and how will this be absorbed and into what budget? 

I look forward to seeing early intervention put into place hopefully this will have 

significant results especially as it will be one consistent approach adopted by all 

agencies. 

As my Children attend a Welsh school I particularly welcome any move that will 

enhance Welsh provision. As it stands there are no Welsh SALT or Ed psychologists 

etc all resources must be translated into Welsh this is at the cost of time and 

expense of the individual teacher. Perhaps Outreach between Welsh 

medium/bilingual schools could be key to some of this and avoid duplication. More 

needs to be done to train and employ welsh speakers across education and other 

bodies involved in ALN.  

I am glad that each child will be recognised as an individual and that a PCP will be 

adopted and I hope that this works across all schools and education establishments. 

And that this will be reviewed as the child changes. A flexible approach needs to be 

adapted in this.  A process of achievement not attainment and focusing clearly on 

the value of the child and what their future outcome will be.  

What will be done with all the data obtained on the child and processes involved, and 

how will this be safeguarded and also shared. Data protection aside it is important 

that information is shared updated and analysed. Not just across the schools and 

bodies needed but in the public domain as well. Proof that the system is working. 

At the start of my response I mentioned my role within HOOSUP, within this 

campaign we worked alongside the Cabinet of Powys CC alongside several AMôs. A 

lot of work and research was carried out. Indeed 719 responses and 135 childrens 

voices were received. I hope you could look to this work and adopt and adapt some 

of the strategies now put into place to work alongside this white paper. I would 

strongly urge you to work alongside parents at all levels of this consultation and to 

listen to their needs and stories. The bad stories need to be listened to make sure 

lessons are learnt and processes changed. And the truly good quality teaching and 

practices that are in place need to be rewarded and duplicated where possible. 

There is a lot of truly good out there and letôs not loose what works and is good.  

I look forward to seeing the results of this paper and seeing what and how will be 

implemented.  

If you require any further information or would like to discuss any of my points please 

do not hesitate to contact me on my above details. 
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I would like help forge a relationship together in which we can safeguard ALN and 

education.   

 

 

ALN051:  ANONYMOUS
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ALN052:  Sue Hurrell 

 

Supporting comments 
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