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Children’s Rights Impact Assessment (CRIA) Template  

 
 
 

 
Title / Piece 
of work: 
 

Non Statutory Guidance for Local Authorities on Elective Home Education 
 

Related SF / 
LF number  
(if applicable) 

LF/HL/0267/14 

 
Name of 
Official: 
 

Gemma Wilks 

 
Department: 
 

Department for Education and Skills 

 
Date: 
 

29/04/15 

 
Signature: 
 

 

 

Please complete the CRIA and retain it for your records on iShare. You may be asked to provide this 
document at a later stage to evidence that you have complied with the duty to have due regard to 
children’s rights e.g. Freedom of Information access requests, monitoring purposes or to inform 
reporting to the NAfW. 
 
Upon completion you should also forward a copy of the CRIA to the Measure Implementation Team 
for monitoring purposes using the dedicated mailbox CRIA@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
If officials are not sure about whether to complete a CRIA, they should err on the side of caution and 
seek advice from the Measure Implementation Team by forwarding any questions to our mailbox 
CRIA@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
 
You may wish to cross-reference with other Impact Assessments undertaken. 
  
NB. All CRIAs undertaken on legislation must be published. All non-legislative CRIAs will be listed on 
the WG website and must be made available upon request. Ministers are however, encouraged to 
publish all completed CRIAs. 

mailto:CRIA@wales.gsi.gov.uk
mailto:CRIA@wales.gsi.gov.uk
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Six Steps to Due Regard 

 
 

Step 1. What’s the piece of work and its objective(s)? 
 
 
A brief description of the piece of work  

 
The Welsh Government believes that all children and young people in Wales are able to realise 
their potential with the assistance and support of high quality schools and educational support 
services. The vast majority of families in Wales will choose to have their children educated through 
the mainstream system of education.   
 
However, there are a minority of parents that choose to home educate.  This is known as Elective 
Home Education (EHE).   In 2012 the Welsh Government carried out a consultation on legislative 
proposals to introduce a compulsory system of registration and monitoring for home educated 
children and young people.   After considering the consultation responses, the Minister for 
Education and Skills decided not to proceed with legislation. However, the Minister for Education 
and Skills did determine that more up to date information was required regarding the EHE 
community in Wales, and that the existing guidance on EHE needed to be updated and refreshed. 

 
What the time frame for achieving it is? 
 

The Minister for Education and Skills announced in a written statement that non-statutory guidance 
would be developed for consultation by May 2015, which will assist LAs in creating constructive 
relationships with the EHE community. The guidance will be consulted on for eight weeks and it is 
anticipated that the final guidance will be published in September 2015. 

 
Who are the intended beneficiaries?  

 
Intended beneficiaries include: 

 Home educated children and their families (including Gypsy and Traveller Families, ethnic 
minorities and children with special educational needs);  

 LAs; and 

 Organisations with a responsibility for children. 
 

Is it likely that the piece of work will affect children?  
 
This work is specifically targeted to provide guidance for local authorities supporting the home 
education families to help improve their provision and improve educational outcomes for home 
educated learners  . 
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Will the piece of work have an affect on a particular group of children, if so, describe the 
group affected?  

 
Yes – this work is targeted to provide support for a broad and diverse group of children and young 
people receiving elective home education. 

 
 

Step 2. Analysing the impact  

 
We believe that the guidance provided to LAs on supporting the EHE community will deliver a 
positive impact for children who are being home educated. 
 
Potential positive impacts for children, young people and their families include: 

 Better clarity on the legislation regarding home education; 

 Better clarity on the rights, roles and responsibilities of LAs in relation to home education; 

 A more consistent approach across Wales to how LAs liaise with home educating families 
avoiding a “postcode lottery” – the guidance will aim to highlight good practice by LAs; 

 Clarity on what support is available to them from LAs; 

  
We will monitor and measure success through ensuring ongoing dialogue and engagement with 
LAs and EHE stakeholders across Wales. 

 
Did you need to engage with children and young people and / or stakeholders to seek their  
views using consultation or participatory methods?  
 
Yes.  An easy-read consultation for children and young people was produced as part of the original 
legislative proposals for EHE in 2012.  Building on the original engagement, extensive fieldwork 
was undertaken as part of the process to develop the non-statutory guidance. The purpose of the 
engagement process was to gather the views of key stakeholders, local authorities, EHE 
communities and organisations with a responsibility for children. By canvassing the opinions of a 
large number of EHE parents and children, and those responsible for supporting them, we hoped to 
gain a better insight into the main issues relating to EHE in order to help inform the development of 
the new guidance.  

 
Do you need to produce child friendly versions of proposals/consultations?  
 
Yes – a child friendly version of the consultation document will be made available.  

 

 

Step 3. How does your piece of work support and promote children’s rights? 
 

The support and promotion of children’s rights is intrinsic to the non-statutory guidance.  The 
overriding priority of the guidance is to secure the best outcomes for children and young people 
who are electively home education through developing constructive partnerships between EHE 
families and local authorities.  The articles below have particular relevancy to the guidance: 
 
Article 3 (Best interests of the child): The best interests of children must be the primary concern 
in making decisions that may affect them. All adults should do what is best for children. When 
adults make decisions, they should think about how their decisions will affect children. This 
particularly applies to budget, policy and law makers. 
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Article 4 (implementation of the Convention): Governments must do all they can to make 
sure every child can enjoy their rights by creating systems and passing laws that promote and 
protect children’s rights. 
 
Article 5 (parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities): Governments must respect the 
rights and responsibilities of parents and carers to provide guidance and direction to their child as 
they grow up, so that they fully enjoy their rights. This must be done in a way that recognises the 
child’s increasing capacity to make their own choices. 
 
Article 12 (Respect for the views of the child): When adults are making decisions that affect 
children, children have the right to say what they think should happen and have their opinions 
taken into account. 
 
Article 18 (parental responsibilities and state assistance): Both parents share responsibility for 
bringing up their child and should always consider what is best for the child. Governments must 
support parents by creating support services for children and giving parents the help they need to 
raise their children. 

 
Article 28 (Children have the right to an education): Every child has the right to an education. 
Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to 
every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries 
must help poorer countries achieve this. 

 
 
 

Step 4. Advising the Minister and Ministerial decision 
When giving advice and making recommendations to the Minister, consider: 
 

 The advice to the Minister for Education & Skills confirms that this CRIA has been completed. No 
conflict with the UNCRC articles has been identified. 

 

 
 
 

Step 5. Recording and communicating the outcome   
 

This CRIA will be published simultaneously with the consultation document on the Welsh Government 
website. 

 

Step 6. Revisiting the piece of work as and when needed 
 

This impact assessment will be reviewed following the close of the consultation period. 
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Budgets 
 

 
As a result of completing the CRIA, has there been any impact on 
budgets? 

It is important that where any changes are made to spending 
plans, including where additional allocations have been made, 
that this has been assessed and evidenced as part of the CRIA 
process. 

 

 
 
 

No 

Please give any details: 
 
 
 
 

 
Monitoring & Review 
 

Do we need to monitor / review the proposal? 
 
 

Yes  

If applicable: set the review date 
 
 

September 2015 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

See next page for a 
Summary List of the 

UNCRC articles 
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