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Step 1. What'’s the piece of work and its objective(s)?
Action on energy efficiency:

contributes strongly across our wellbeing goals,
is a major factor in green growth, jobs and supply chains,
is the most cost effective means of meeting our commitments to reduce carbon
emissions,
lowers the costs for businesses and the public sector,
e can directly address fuel poverty and reduce fuel bills.

The Welsh Government has had significant impact with its energy efficiency programme to
date, and by setting out long-term direction in a first Wales Energy Efficiency Strategy, we
have the opportunity to engage more widely in realising the opportunities and addressing
barriers to uptake.

An energy efficiency call for evidence was held between 16 October 2014 and 8 January
2015 seeking the views of stakeholders on a potential vision for energy efficiency in Wales
and options for a way forward. A collation of responses document sharing the results of
the call for evidence will be published alongside the draft strategy consultation.

The knowledge, experience and evidence-based policy development approach
underpinning this strategy has enabled officials to gather the best available objective
evidence to help identify and understand the issues; and to shape an energy efficiency
strategy that can drive the delivery of the desired outcomes.

Within the consultation documentation for the strategy, the Welsh Government reaffirms its
vision for energy efficiency in Wales, as follows:

We want to ensure that Wales is in the best possible position to realise its full
energy efficiency potential and to be a major exporter of energy efficiency
technology and know-how.
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Five key areas of action to ensure delivery of the vision are as follow:

e People, communities, businesses and other organisations recognise the
benefits of energy efficiency and take action.

e We have the supply chain that we need across Wales to deliver energy
efficiency improvements to buildings, products and processes, and those
businesses go on to grow and export their expertise and know how.

e We have effective education and skills in place to deliver on the energy
efficiency challenge, through from raising awareness in schools to a qualified
and skilled workforce and investment in higher level skills to support R&D
and innovation.

e We support innovation in new energy efficiency products to deliver solutions
in Wales, and to benefit from the wider opportunities presented by this global
challenge.

e We have clear funding mechanisms, a sense of direction and a stable
framework that is attractive to investors.

The strategy will have a positive impact on children and young people. Those living in fuel
poverty will be particularly impacted.

Step 2. Analysing the impact

This strategy specifically makes reference to the fact that energy efficiency should feature
in the education of young people from an early age.

Protecting young people from the potential impacts of climate change and fuel poverty are
key aims of this policy. The Welsh Government has recently published a revised Child
Poverty Strategy for Wales®. This includes a new objective on supporting families living in
poverty to increase household income through debt and financial advice, action to address
the “poverty premium” (where households pay disproportionally more for goods and
services) and action to mitigate the impacts of welfare reform. Work being taken forward to
provide advice and support for those households on the lowest income and living in the
most energy inefficient properties, through Welsh Government Warm Homes — Nest, will
make an important contribution to delivering this key objective.

There is evidence that cold indoor temperatures can negatively affect children’s health,
well-being and educational attainment. The strategy makes reference to improving the
energy efficiency of the homes of low income and vulnerable households, which includes
children, to help them heat their homes at a more affordable cost. Not developing this
strategy could result in a worse outcome for children and young people.

We have liaised with colleagues working in the field of Children’s Rights, and produced this
CRIA, to ensure that due regard to children and young people has been given

! http://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/people/children-and-young-people/child-poverty/?lang=en
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The following organisations were invited to respond to the energy efficiency call for
evidence and will be invited to take part in this consultation: Promo Cymru, Pupil Voice
Wales, Children in Wales — Plant yng Nghymru and Save the Children.

We will work on ways in which the impact of the energy efficiency strategy on future
generations, children and young people could be analysed in the future.

Step 3. How does your piece of work support and promote children’s rights?

The Energy Efficiency Strategy aims to ensure that Wales is more energy efficient. Energy
Efficiency plays an important role in delivering the Well-being of Future Generations Act
goals.

The strategy supports children’s rights through the following articles:

Article 6: All the children have the right of life. Government should ensure that children
survive and develop healthily. Evidence suggests that colder temperatures at home can
affect the health of children and young people. This strategy, therefore, seeks to ensure
that they live in warm homes.

Article 17: Children have the right to reliable information from the mass media. Television,
radio and newspapers should provide information that children can understand and should
not promote materials that could harm children. This strategy strongly supports the sharing
of information on energy efficiency, information that is important to children’s health and
wellbeing.

Article 24: Children have the right to good quality health care and to clean water, nutritious
food and a clean environment so that they stay healthy. Rich countries should help poor
countries achieve this. The strategy seeks to use energy more efficiently. This reduced
demand for energy leads to reduced carbon emissions resulting in a cleaner environment
in the long term.

Article 27: Children have a right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their
physical and mental needs. The Government should help families who cannot afford to
provide this. The strategy seeks to direct most help towards our most vulnerable citizens.
Within the Finance section it is made clear: ‘We recognise that grant funding support for
those households living in the most inefficient properties and on the lowest incomes needs
to continue, and ensuring that our own funding is effectively targeted is critically important.’

Article 29: Education should develop each child’s personality and talents to the full. It
should encourage children to respect their parents, and their own and other cultures. This
strategy highlights the importance of learning about energy efficiency in schools and
should help them to learn to live peacefully and respect the environment.

Article 31: All children have the right to relax and play, and to join in a wide range of

activities. This strategy supports social inclusion in communities and helps to ensure
children are living in a warm comfortable home. Energy efficiency is beneficial to well-
being, good physical and mental health in both urban and rural areas.

Page 4



Step 4. Advising the Minister and Ministerial decision

This Children’s Rights Impact Assessment has been developed to ensure due regard is
given to Children’s Right when making ministerial decisions around the Energy Efficiency
Strategy. There are no conflicts with the UNCRC, however, the Minister has been advised
of the possible positive impacts the Energy Efficiency Strategy may have on the citizens of
Wales.

The Minister has been advised how this strategy is supporting objectives in the Welsh
Government revised Child Poverty Strategy 2015.

Our approach to improving energy efficiency in Wales is an early demonstration of our
application of the five principles outlined in the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act.
Improving energy efficiency across Wales will improve the wellbeing of the people of Wales
in a whole range of different ways.

Step 5. Recording and communicating the outcome

All paper work in relation to the development of the Energy Efficiency Strategy has been
retained and all evidence that supports the strategy has been saved on i-share.

A collation of responses document resulting from the call for evidence has been published
alongside the draft strategy for consultation.

Step 6. Revisiting the piece of work as and when needed

The Energy Efficiency Strategy will be reviewed regularly to ensure our proposals are
being achieved and we will revisit the CRIA at the same time.

The CRIA will be reviewed following the consultation.

Budgets

Please give any details:
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Monitoring & Review

Yes, when the strategy
is reviewed. A year after
publication if not
sooner.

NA

See next page for a
Summary List of the
UNCRC articles
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