




















 

 

disappointing to see that Welsh Government strongly focusses regional growth and 
investment in the most eastern part of North Wales. Strategically important growth, 
centred on Wrexham and Deeside, should not adversely affect growth in other areas 
of North Wales.  
 
Policy 18: This policy identifies the coastal arc from Caernafon to Deeside as the 
focus for managed growth; including Rhyl and Prestatyn in Denbighshire.  
Clarification is sought on how and what managed growth in the north of 
Denbighshire means? How does this approach align with Welsh Government and 
Natural Resources Wales policy on directing development away from areas of flood 
risk? What is Welsh Government’s evidence to focus regional growth primarily along 
the North Wales Coast? What will be the benefits from focussing national 
investments in the coastal area for the market towns and rural areas of 
Denbighshire? 
 
Policy 19: Considering the spatial constraints derived from geography, nature 
protection and flood risk, why has the area around Deeside and Wrexham been 
designed as a national growth centre and been highlighted as a major focal point for 
‘green belt’ designations. This could become an additional factor in (artificially) 
reducing the amount of developable land in the east of North Wales. The concept of 
‘green belts’ contains the element of longevity that goes beyond the review circles of 
Local Development Plans, Strategic Development Plans, and National Development 
Framework.  
 
Policy 21: The Council generally supports any improvement works to the transport 
infrastructure in North Wales. It is however queried why Welsh Government 
highlights the links to North West England but does not put forward any proposal for 
connections between North Wales and South Wales.  
 
Policy 22: The supporting text highlights Denbighshire as an important provider of 
limestone for the industry. It must however be noted that quarry in Denbigh is the 
only active quarry not located in a designated area for landscape protection, namely 
the Clwydian Range and Dee Valley Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.   
 
 

12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 
 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 
and economic development.  

 Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 
No comment. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

 Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
No comment 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14. Welsh Language 
 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

 What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
NDF Outcome #4 specifically sets out Welsh Government ambition ‘We aim to have 
a million Welsh speakers in Wales by 2050 – an increase of almost 80% on current 
levels.’ In addition, NDF p.70 and p.71 contain a comprehensive table that assesses 
the relationship between the NDF’s policy and the ‘Outcomes’ it sets out to achieve. 
There are a number of policies, for example P3 and P17, which appear to comply 
with the NDF Outcome to support places with a thriving Welsh language.  However, 
neither of these policies contain specific reference to the Welsh language or culture. 
Considering the importance of the Welsh language and culture for local communities 
in Denbighshire, it is disappointing that Welsh Government did not include an 
individual policy on Welsh language in the NDF. This new policy should highlight the 
importance of the Welsh language for the production and content of lower tier plans 
and the decision-making process in Development Management.  How will Welsh 
Government monitor any progress towards achieving Outcome #4? Are there any 
suggested monitoring actions should the NDF fail to deliver on the Welsh 
Government target? 
 
Please note that Denbighshire County Council have great concern about the survival 



 

 

of the Welsh langue if it was not treated as a priority within the NDF. National policy 
on safeguarding the Welsh language has to be included in the NDF and in every 
plan put forward. 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
Welsh Government should consider the introduction of an individual policy on Welsh 
language and culture as both are strongly linked to planning, for example, 
highlighting the importance and contribution of nationally significant places and 
historic buildings for regional growth and locational decisions. 
 
 

 

15. Further comments 
 

 Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
Strategic Development Plans 
 
Please note that the former Cabinet Secretary Lesley Griffiths wrote a letter, dated 
13th December 2017, which invited Denbighshire County Council (DCC) to consider 
producing a SPG with its neighbouring authorities. The invitation was not taken up in 
North Wales. 
 
Councillors are concerned about the loss of influence and participation in, for 
example, defining housing growth requirements and broad spatial distribution, 
regionally important employment sites and addressing the need of Gypsy and 
Travellers. 
 
Consultation Material 
 
The Council is disappointed about the availability of insufficient information on Wales 
Energy Priority Areas. It would have been of great assistance if the site boundary for 
Priority Area #15 were made available. The maps contained in the NDF and ARUP’s 
background reports do not show any County boundaries. The ARUP report also 
lacks information on solar energy for Priority Area #15. 
 
It is felt that the consultation response form is leading and missing off the crucial 



 

 

elements of the NDF. For example, question7 ‘To what extent do you agree or 
disagree with the NDF’s policies to lower carbon emissions in Wales using (1) Large 
scale wind and solar developments, and (2) District heat networks. If you disagree 
with the NDF’s approaches to green infrastructure, renewable energy or district heat 
networks, what alternative approaches should we consider to help Wales to enhance 
its biodiversity and transition to a low carbon economy?’ Whilst there is no 
disagreement over the need to lower carbon emissions, the crucial NDF element is 
the designation of ‘Wales Energy Priority Areas’ in parts of Wales and the definition 
of policy criteria for assessing pertinent proposals. This is not covered anywhere in 
the questions.  
 
Denbighshire County Council ‘Climate and Ecological Emergency’ 
 
On July 2nd 2019, Denbighshire County Council passed the motion to immediately: 
 Declare a climate and ecological emergency; 
 Commit to making the authority net carbon zero by 2030; and to 
 Call on the Welsh Government and UK Government to provide assistance 

and resources to enable us to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
enhance biodiversity. 

 
Members seek assurance that Welsh Government will support the Council by 
ensuring the National Development Framework and resources contributes towards 
the stated objectives. 
 

 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation X 
 

 
   
 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 




