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12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 
 

As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 

conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 

report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 

Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 

and economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 

Welsh Government state that “we have developed an Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal (ISA) which is a process for assessing the social, economic and 
environmental impacts of a plan and aims to ensure that sustainable 
development is at the heart of the plan-making process”. 
i.There is no clarity on how the ‘monitoring indicators’&‘objectives’ in the ISA 
were arrived at, and these do not cross reference with other legislative and 
other designated frameworks that are supposed to have informed the ISA, nor 
do they cross reference with the NDF ‘outcomes’. 
ii. ISA is supposedly a holistic process, but there is no direct reference made 
to the Sustainability Assessment(SA), Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA)other environmental directives and PPW10. The HRA is specifically 
excluded.  
iii. So-called monitoring of NDF drafting excludes regional policies. 
iv. The ISA follows the NDF in ignoring the impact of Policy 10 (RE ‘priority 
areas’) on rural communities. 
v. Lack of any rigorous scrutiny: no reference to any evidence base (the 
‘baseline’ for informing Preferred Option 4 from 4 option choices is ‘do 
nothing’, which is irrelevant since the NDF is a legal requirement of planning 
policy). 
vi. No test of ‘soundness’–unlike LDPs which are required to be tested by a 
Planning Inspector to show that they are well-evidenced, appropriate for the 
area, coherent, in line with other legislation. 
vii. The assessment of the internal consistency of the 17 ISA objectives is 
incoherent. 
viii. Total lack of any meaningful definition of ‘sustainability’ 
 

 

 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 

As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 



any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 

and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
This was very late in being included and conflicts with the mapping of the solar and 
wind energy sites. 

 



 

14. Welsh Language 
 

We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 

Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 

treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
Members felt that the Welsh Language should be allowed to grow organically. 
 
 

 

Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 

changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
No comment. 
 
 
 
 

 

15. Further comments 
 

• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
Renewable energy: All forms should have equal weighting – not just wind and solar. 
 
Welsh Government appears to have used different criteria in the NDF to the local 
Authority (Powys) in the LDP and the LDP criteria seem to be superior in standards 
for SSSI, conservation, special landscape features. 
 
Local Ownership needs to be defined. 
 
Decision making on renewable energy (above very small installations) has been 
taken away from local authorities. 
 



16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation √ 
 

 
   

 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




