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Newport and Valleys; Swansea Bay and Llanelli and Wrexham and Deeside.  
Further consideration should also be given as to whether the criterion should 
perhaps refer to location within a settlement or to locations which best meet the 
needs of the community served by the facility.  Such a criterion would cover cases 
where a location outside a settlement is required to serve wider geographic 
communities. 
 
Under Policy 4 – support recognition that there should be proportionate growth in 
rural towns and villages.  As a wider comment however – there is a lack of clarity in 
this section about what constitutes Urban and Rural. 
 
A specific policy on the importance of the role of the National Parks and Areas of 
Outstanding National Beauty in Wales would help to strengthen the rural element of 
the NDF as well as in providing guidance on how proposals outside these areas 
which might impact on them will be assessed. 

  

 
 
 
 
 





 

 













of the unique deep-water access opportunities that exist in that area.   

PCC is also disappointed that, when compared with the NDF policy position on 
Anglesey, the NDF seems to diminish the role of Pembrokeshire.  There is no 
equivalent to policy 22 (NW Wales and Energy) for Pembrokeshire – even though 
the Haven Waterway is the UK’s biggest energy port with a £60m + City Deal 
renewable energy project and the possibility of a major hydrogen project.  The map 
for NW Wales indicates an ‘Anglesey Energy Island’ and also shows ‘Anglesey 
Airport’.  PCC would like to see something closer to policy 22 for Pembrokeshire, 
focusing on the Haven Waterway as an energy port and with the related map 
showing an ‘Energy’ icon for the Haven Waterway and also identifying the Airport at 
Haverfordwest (Withybush).  A strengthened policy 25 might be a way to address 
this shortcoming.   

 



 
12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 
and economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 
 
No comments. 
 
 

 
 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
 
We have significant concerns over the robustness of the Habitats Regulations 
Assessment report. 
 
The ‘Rule of Thumb’ document lists all the SPAs and SACs along with their features, 
but it states that for the Pembrokeshire Bat Sites and Bosherston Lakes SAC the 
primary feature is ‘lake’ and that bats are a secondary feature.  That is incorrect – 
the qualifying features are greater and lesser horseshoe bats, oligo-mesotrophic 
waters and otters. 

The HRA Appendix B document leaves out the Pembrokeshire Bat Sites SAC. 
 
 
 



 
14. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
The document does not set out clearly how it is likely to impact on the Welsh 
Language and how such effects have been mitigated. 
 
 
 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
Clearer maps would be of assistance – the scale at which certain proposals are 
shown is not sufficient given this document will have Development Plan status.   
 
 
 
 

 
15. Further comments 

 
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 

any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

The Draft NDF proposes three regions for Wales and states that a Strategic 
Development Plan should be prepared for each of these regions.  Although the 
potential for Strategic Development Plans was set out in the Planning Wales Act – 
the consultation around that Act described a situation where these would cover three 
primarily urban areas in Wales.  The Draft NDF now suggests that coverage should 
include all of Wales.  PCC does not consider that there is a need in all parts of Wales 
for an SDP, given the existence of both LDPs and the NDF.  If WG bring in later 



legislation making this a legal requirement, this should be supported by providing 
appropriate additional resources to LPAs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation X 
 

 
   
 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 




