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which development can then be fitted. Techniques such as master-planning and advance 
woodland planting ahead of individual development proposals, as we have seen in the past 
in some of our business parks and new towns, need to be adopted. This would be a 
significant change from current practice, and programmes and projects for strategic green 
infrastructure creation including habitat creation are likely to be needed in parallel to what is 
achieved within the confines of individual development proposals.  
 
Outcome 6 (forward thinking, positive attitude to economic development) 
For sustainability, the forward-thinking positive attitude needs to be matched with a similar 
attitude to maintaining and enhancing biodiversity and ecosystem resilience through green 
infrastructure. 
We welcome reference to culture, heritage & environment playing a positive modern role.  
 
Outcome 9 – (Natural resources supporting a range of activities) and Outcome 10 
(Biodiversity resilience) 
We welcome both 9 and 10. We think that overall 9 is focused on ecosystem services 
whereas Outcome 10 is focused on biodiversity - but some text contradicts this: e.g. 9 refers 
to ‘value in their own right’ and 10 refers to ‘valuing multiple benefits’. It would help to clarify 
these two more distinctly.  
 
Outcome 11 (climate change) 
Given the climate emergency, there is a case for promoting this outcome to be No. 1.  
Otherwise it might be seen as No. 11 on a list of top ten! 
It’s wording also needs to reflect that addressing climate change is far wider than just 
decarbonisation. 

 
 
 









“to ensure the enhancement of biodiversity and the resilience of ecosystems”.     

The text to Policy 8 references supporting Green Infrastructure and safeguarding ecological 
networks so that they are not unduly compromised by development. In practice how will 
these corridors be safeguarded outside of planning? And what is proposed? For example is 
it the intention that actual Green Corridors are established between designated sites to 
provide for connectivity and future ecosystem resilience? It is noted that NRW have 
produced indicative maps to illustrate biodiversity themes and it would be appropriate to 
indicate these in the Spatial Strategy Map.  

What is the definition of Green Infrastructure – is it footpaths and some urban trees; is it 
green roofs and living walls; is it actually ecosystem services and does it include eg CO2¬ 
sequestration, oxygen production etc? Is it defined by WG or more locally? 

ALGE welcome the NDF reference that the focus on urban growth requires an increased 
emphasis on biodiversity enhancement to ensure that the approach is sustainable (Page 33) 
and the value of green spaces in urban areas is vital for physical and mental well-being. 

Policy 9 ALGE welcome this National Forest policy which is in line with the Strategic Green 
Infrastructure proposals however, to be in line with Policy 8, it needs to be “the right tree in 
the right place”.  

A form of ‘landscape-scale’ planting that was identifiable as the National Forest could 
express spatially in many ways including natural regeneration and where appropriate,  
succession of native habitats.  
 
We would welcome the opportunity for such a forest to have multiple purposes and benefits, 
including for green infrastructure and well-being. 
 
To enable effective integration of Biodiversity enhancement etc. within relevant 
developments, National Forest and Green Infrastructure, there needs to be appropriate 
resources for baseline surveys and monitoring and/or access to national surveys, as well as 
for relevant training e.g. to LPAs if the  proposed outcome10 is to be achieved.   

 
 











 
12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 
and economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
14. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15. Further comments 

 
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 

any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation  
 

 
   
 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




