


















If you have any comments about the NDF’s approach or policies to the three regions, 
please tell us. If you have any alternatives, please explain them and tell us why you 
think they would be better.  
 
 
Refer above – no further comments. 
 

 
12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, Welsh 
language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change and 
economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 

 
No comment. 
 

 
13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 

 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) was 
undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address any 
‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 

 
No comment. 
 
 

14. Welsh Language 
 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 
language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the 
Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
No comment. 



Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than 
the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
No comment. 
 
 

15. Further Comments 
 

• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or any 
alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
NDF Structure – given that the NDF is the spatial expression of Planning Policy Wales 
(PPW), it was expected that the NDF would follow a common structure around the 
themes set out in PPW. Given however that the structure of PPW10 is complex, 
convoluted and confusing, the simpler and more straightforward approach to the 
structure of the NDF is both supported and welcomed. 
 
Spatial Direction – although the draft NDF is described as a ‘spatial plan’, in reality 
there is limited or no spatial information for a number of topics. Whilst the NDF spatially 
covers topics such as growth areas, onshore wind and solar and district heat networks, 
other potentially spatial policies (e.g. Mobile Action Zones, biodiversity enhancement, 
national forests etc.) are not and appear to be set aside for a later date, stating that the 
WG ’will identify’ areas/sites. This approach is questionable. 
 
Background Evidence – on review of the various background documents available, it 
is apparent that there are a number of inconsistencies, inaccurate information and 
omissions throughout the supporting evidence. This is of significant concern, given that 
in certain instances these errors will undoubtedly have had an influence on the 
development of the policies and designations (e.g. the identification of the ‘Energy 
Priority Areas’). 
 
Although not exhaustive, the following list provides some examples of the more notable 
issues identified within the background evidence base: 
 

• Table of Primary Settlements – indicates that Neath has a population of just 
4,209 and Port Talbot a population of just 37,575. This is clearly incorrect. 

• Employment & Commercial Maps – existing major retail / commercial sites 
and centres in Neath Port Talbot are incorrectly named and smaller (major) 
employment sites within the area are not mapped. 

• Green Wedges & Environmental Designations Maps – incorrectly states that 
Neath Port Talbot has no Green Wedges. 

• Environmental Designations All-Wales Map – no Historic Parks and Gardens, 



Air Quality Management Area, Conservation Areas etc. shown. 
• Existing Waste Sites Map – unlike other authorities, there is no reference to 

Neath Port Talbot’s Household Waste Recycling Centres. 
 
It is widely recognised and accepted that accurate and ‘sound’ evidence on which to 
base policy is of fundamental importance – only then can the reader have confidence in 
the policy framework presented. As a means of comparison, it is suggested that if 
individual LDPs were submitted with similarly flawed and inaccurate evidence, 
‘soundness’ of the plan would certainly be called into question and in extreme cases, 
Inspectors could potentially adjourn examination proceedings to enable the authority to 
address any problems identified. 
 
The shortcomings of the evidence base should therefore be addressed and where 
appropriate and relevant to do so, the NDF policy provisions should be amended 
accordingly. 
 
 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation  
 

 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the internet 
or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to remain 
anonymous, please tick here 

 

 
 




