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FAO: The NDF Team, Planning Policy Branch
Please find attached the Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council response to the National
Development Framework public consultation. I would be grateful if could can confirm safe
receipt.
Regards,
John Raine
Arweinydd Grŵp Polisi Cynllunio / Planning Policy Group Leader
Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Merthyr Tudful / Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council
Uned 5 / Unit 5
Parc Busnes Triongl / Triangle Business Park
Pentrebach
Merthyr Tudful / Merthyr Tydfil
CF48 4TQ

Croesawn ohebu yn Gymraeg a fydd hyn ddim yn arwain at oedi.

Mae'r e-bost hwn ac unrhyw ffeiliau a drosglwyddir gydag ef yn gyfrinachol ac wedi'u bwriadu ar gyfer pwy bynnag y
cyfeirir ef ato neu atynt. Mae cynnwys yr e-bost hwn cynrychioli barn y sawl a enwir uchod, felly nid ydyw'n dilyn ei fod
yn cynrychioli barn Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Merthyr Tudful.

Darllenwch ein hysbysiadau preifatrwydd i ddarganfod mwy am sut rydym yn defnyddio eich gwybodaeth bersonol.

Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Merthyr Tudful
Canolfan Dinesig
Stryd Y Castell
Merthyr Tudful
CF47 8AN

Teleffon: 01685 725000

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and this will not lead to a delay.

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to
whom they are addressed. The contents of this e-mail represent the views of the individual(s) named above and do not
necessarily represent the views of Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council.

Please read our privacy notices to find out more about how we use your personal information.

Merthyr Tydfil County Borough Council
Civic Centre
Castle Street
Merthyr Tydfil
CF47 8AN

Telephone: 01685 725000

























 
It is understood the regional key diagram is indicative and more detailed proposals would be 
refined as part of the SDP. However, without further clarification the key diagram for South East 
Wales could be misinterpreted. 
 
The regional key diagram illustrates that the South Wales Valleys are located within a National 
Growth Area, and specific Regional Growth Centres have also been identified at the NDF level. 
Additional allocations may be required in other settlements located within the National Growth 
Area but which fall outside the specified Regional Growth Centres. This will depend on the 
candidate sites promoted by landowners and developers as part of the preparation of SDPs and 
LDPs. Where allocations are needed outside of the Centres of Regional growth (where 
development opportunities, which may be larger in scale, are promoted and can be justified), the 
site search sequence  set out at pages 22-24 and under policies 1-4 and PPW should be 
referenced and clarified  as there will be a need to set out a settlement hierarchy and deliverable 
SDP growth strategy (as required by NDF policy 16) that will build on / refine the regional key 
diagram whilst also demonstrating it is in general conformity of the NDF. 
 
Policy 29 supports regeneration and investment in the Heads of the Valleys area, whilst this is 
welcomed it would be helpful if the supporting text expanded on this by providing more detail on 
how prosperity will be increased and social equalities addressed. Reference should be made to 
the opportunities presented by the dualling of the A465 which will vastly improve access to the 
Head of Valleys, and it is considered that the NDF should advocate that full advantage of this 
infrastructure be taken by encouraging new employment and tourism opportunities along the 
A465 corridor. Additionally, the Heads of the Valleys area should be identified spatially on the 
plan. 
 
Policy 31 states that development and growth in the region should be focussed in places with 
good active travel and public transport links and that land in close proximity to existing and 
committed mainline railway and metro stations should be the focus for development. The aim of 
the policy is supported, however, it should be acknowledged that there will be some need for 
developments elsewhere (e.g. in rural areas) and it is considered that the sequential site search 
sequence of national policy should be referenced. This will enable local authorities to more 
clearly justify how specific site allocations would comply with the overall aim of this policy. 
 
South East Wales Key Diagram 
 
More specific remarks on the South East Wales key diagram are provided below: 
 
The importance of East - West links should be recognised on the key diagram particularly to 
recognise the reliance on the M4 corridor and importance of alternative travel. 
 
A key diagram title and disclaimer statement to explain its interpretation should be added. This 
will be useful given the document will be used by a range of people including non-planners and 
members of the public. In addition the symbols for the Metro and Valleys Regional Park are 
misleading being identified in one position and could be misinterpreted; furthermore, it doesn’t 
highlight their significance to the region by being identified as they are. 
 

 
11. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, Welsh 



language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change and 
economic development. 

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report? Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 

 

 
No comment. 
 
12. Habitats Regulations Assessment 

 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) was 
undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address any 
‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas for birds. 

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 
 
No comment. 
 
 
13. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 
language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the 
Welsh language no less favourably than English. 

• What effects do you think there would be? How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated? 

 
 
The outcome to increase the number of Welsh language speakers by 80% by 2050, in line with 
other Welsh Government policies, is challenging and will rely on a number of policy areas and 
public bodies to help deliver the outcome. The NDF does not include a policy on Welsh 
Language and this approach is supported as it is not considered necessary to include a specific 
policy as part of a national level development plan. Sustainability Appraisal assessments should 
be realistic in the planning system’s role in helping to deliver this outcome and should 
acknowledge cross cutting issues in achieving the outcome. 
 
 



Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or changed 
so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than 
the English language, and 

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language. 
 

No further comments. 
 
 
 

14. Further comments 
 

• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or any 
alternative proposals you feel we should consider? 

 
The development plan system is predicated on an evidence base that demonstrates the viability 
and deliverability of proposals. There is no such evidence to support the NDF outcomes or to 
demonstrate they are deliverable. 
 
Disappointingly, the NDF makes no reference to addressing the M4 congestion and the 
consequential adverse impact on the economy of Wales. The NDF proposes economic growth 
but is silent on the M4, this is considered to be a significant omission from the 20 year spatial 
development plan for Wales. 
 
 
15. Are you...? 

 
 

Providing your own personal response 
 

 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation 
 

X 
 
 

 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report. If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 




