




Policy 4. The tension between an urban and a rural focus occurs in many parts of the 
document, and produces a less than clear picture for the future of rural Wales.   

Given the forward looking nature of the documents, more could be done to imagine a 
positive rural future – not least based on proper digital connectivity.  Rural Wales in 
2040 with 4G and fast fibre could be host to a much greater variety of jobs and 
economic activities than the somewhat stereotypical statement that “Priority should 
be given to economic activities with strong links to rural areas, including food and 
drink processing, energy generation, tourism and leisure, the environmental 
economy and businesses ancillary to farming, forestry and other rural economic 
activities.” As the next line highlights, business diversity can and will be enabled by 
digital connectivity: “The improved provision of broadband in rural Wales supports an 
increasingly diverse business base.“ 

We would welcome a greater coherence in the framing of the NDF to recognise that 
Wales’s future is as much rural as it is urban. 
 

 
 
 

  















 

If you have any comments about the NDF’s approach or policies to the three regions, 
please tell us. If you have any alternatives, please explain them and tell us why you 
think they would be better.  
 
In Re-energising Wales we argued that a four region approach to growing Wales’ 
energy potential would be more appropriate to the successful delivery of sustainable 
economic development across and within Wales. 
 
We undertook a detailed study of the South West in Re-energising Wales: ‘Economic 
Impact of Energy Transition in Wales: A Renewable Energy System Vision for 
Swansea Bay City Region’, alongside work considering the whole of Wales within 
the wider project. 
 
We concluded that the future energy opportunities in different regions of Wales will 
be path-dependent, based on existing assets and infrastructure. For example, Mid 
Wales has little or no gas grid, whereas the South West has both a gas grid and 
significant marine and tidal potential. The opportunities for local authorities in those 
regions are therefore fundamentally quite different.  
 
We believe the NDF should consider these regions separately, and explore 
opportunities for Mid-Wales to become the first all-electric UK region, or one that 
successfully pioneers the integration of electricity and hydrogen.   
 
The full report can be found here: https://www.iwa.wales/wp-
content/uploads/2018/09/EconomicImpactofEnergyTransition-2.pdf 
 
We also believe that renewable deployment should be considered as the fifth 
foundational sector of the Welsh economy, for two reasons. Firstly recognising that 
energy capture, generation, management and use are all fundamental to the basic 
functioning of the wider economy, and secondly when considering how and to whom 
wealth is productively and efficiently distributed.   
 
Applying a foundational lens to energy would underpin the Welsh Government’s 
targets for greater local ownership of many elements of the energy system, greater 
attention to the efficient and productive use of energy, and a deliberate effort to 
change the nature of the energy system to one that better serves Wales. 
 

 
11. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, Welsh 
language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change and 
economic development.  



● Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

12. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas for birds.  

● Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



13. Welsh Language 
 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 
language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the 
Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

● What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  

 
 
 

 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
 
 

 
14. Further comments 

 
● Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 

any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

 
Our Re-energising Wales report aimed for a 100% renewable energy supply by 
2035, and therefore did not consider nuclear generation as part of that mix. 
However, we note Policy 22 – North West Wales and Energy, and the statement 
that: 
 
“In determining any applications for nuclear energy generating stations in this region, 
consideration should be given to the need for further non-renewable energy 
generation, their contribution towards Wales’ energy mix, their impacts on the natural 
and historic environment and the economic benefits they would bring to the region.” 
 
Given that the previous station at Wylfa was only connected to the UK Transmission 
system through to the Wirral, it may not be appropriate to consider any future nuclear 
station connected at Transmission network level as a contributor to the Welsh 
energy mix. 
 

 






