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If you have any comments about the NDF’s approach or policies to the three regions, 

please tell us. If you have any alternatives, please explain them and tell us why you 

think they would be better.  

 

The introduction of 3 Regions is a good recommendation. For development to take 
place on a regional scale is most rational as it requires policies to benefit 0.5 million+  
population satisfactorily rather than the piecemeal parochial considerations to many 
overarching issues. The splits recognise the true nature of the way the country has  
developed and should build on the strengths of each region and especially its 
transport and infrastructure links. The opportunity must be taken to build north/south 
transport links to avoid leaving Wales to travel through England to speed journey 
times. 

 

12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 

As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 

conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 

report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, Welsh 

language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change and 

economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

The ISA seems to be very comprehensive and covers the diverse issues well.  The 
problem with the monitoring indicators is that there are so many and the criteria 
against which monitoring is to take place have not been developed or agreed. It is 
pointless introducing many more monitoring items if the initial dataset has not been 
determined. Much more Control and monitoring of agricultural land (especially BMV) 
is needed to ensure that there actually is a good future and natural resources for 
generations yet to come. Compliance with PPW10 Para 3.62 needs to be reinforced 
as the ineptitude of at least 1 LPA in preparing an LDP in taking 15years, since the 
2004 Planning & Compulsory Purchase Act, was introduced will frustrate this 
requirement for many years to come. The NDF therefore can/should be prescriptive 
in this context if the LPAs involved actually get an LDP approved as the forerunner 
to an SDP. 

 

 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 

As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 

was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 

any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation and 

Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
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No comments to add. 
 

 

 

14. Welsh Language 
 

We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the Welsh 

language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on treating the 

Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

The promotion of the Welsh Language should be allowed to develop naturally; 
undue pressure will result in resentment by the younger generation. The Older 
Generation will not readily change their ways. Encouragement is required rather 
than compulsion together with the development of opportunities to use Welsh in a 
commercial way. The waste of resources by creating everything in 2 languages 
should be carefully reviewed and those individuals that require communication in 
Welsh should be properly targeted rather than the scatter gun approach of targeting 
everyone in a wasteful manner. 

 

Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 

changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

I) A policy that focuses attention on the very young /pre-school is the way forward as 
infants need to be steeped in the Welsh Language at an early age. Unless an all   
Welsh speaking environment is retained throughout life, the ability to converse 
fluently is gradually lost. Welsh should not be seen as a competitor to English but as 
a bonus language. At present there is no incentive to learn Welsh as this has no place 
in the commercial world outside Wales. As part of Welsh culture, the learning of 
Welsh   should be encouraged but it should be accepted that there will be a large 
fallout rate as children progress to adulthood. Our discussions with Welsh friends & 
colleagues confirm this dilemma that they all have faced leaving a full time Welsh 
speaking family environment to gain experience in the wider world.  

 
II) At present there seems to be adverse effects on the non-Welsh speakers as there 
is now positive discrimination in some parts of Wales if Welsh is not spoken. This will 
ultimately affect employment and the recruitment of the best skills from the market 
place and may well jeopardise the Welsh economy in the long-term contrary to the 
aims of the NDF. 
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15. Further comments 
 

• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 
any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

i) Overall the NDF draft is seen as a very good document, however much 
more control and monitoring of agricultural land (especially BMV) is 
needed to ensure that there actually is a good future for generations yet 
to come. In addition, the overriding compulsion in the use of the Welsh 
Language in the future need to be somewhat tempered to ensure that 
language divisiveness is not fostered in society.  

 

ii) The changes to the Integrated Sustainability Appraisal Report have been 
followed through but in places are extremely difficult to logically find or 
locate. In such circumstances it would be better if the annotation 
requirements of ISO 9000 were used i.e. strike through and 
paragraph/words inserts marked in the margins. Version control needs to 
be improved.  Page numbering needs to be improved as the random 
introduction of tables with no continuity needs to be addressed, otherwise 
a certain element of confusion exists. All pages need to be consecutively 
numbered and footers need to have a date and version added. The Draft 
NDF Document does not suffer from these problems and was very 
readable and easy to follow but a date of issue in the footer would be an 
improvement. 

 

 

16. Are you...? 

 

Providing your own personal response X 
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation  
 

 
   

 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
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