


e Financial and Social pressures over the years have seen a decline in occupancy of units. The
units themselves look out of date and in need of refurbishment, modernisation or rebuild.
There is little to recommend to potential businesses.

e  Until recently Newtown was notorious as a bottle neck which did not encourage investors
and businesses into the area. However after 35+ years of lobbying a new by-pass has been
opened. It used to take in excess of 1 hour to cover 2.5 miles- worse at weekends and bank
holidays.

The A483 is the main arterial route along the Severn Valley for tourists from the English border and
passes through varying topography, sites of outstanding beauty, heritage and unspoilt landscapes. it
is imperative that these aspects are preserved without disruption to the ecology and natural

environment.

I notice Mid Wales does figure prominently under policy 26 “A resource rich region” paragraph 2
relating to its role in decarbonising and supporting renewable energy.

As a result of its topography Mid Wales is deemed to be the location for the siting of wind farms
which capture the prevailing winds mostly from the west and has become an obvious target for this
industry. There have been several on-shore and off-shore farms built in the area over the years.

| would point out however, having resided in Tenby, Swansea, Newport and Chepstow in my lifetime
that the same west wind blows up the funnel that is known as the Bristol Channel with just as much

force.

My question is therefore what plans are there for the WAG to develop wind power in the Channel -
i’m sure these turbines would be a welcome sight and attraction to Cardiff Bay and the Senedd. It
would give credence to WAG’s commitment to renewable energy strategy.

| believe | can answer my own question:-

e They are variable in output which means it is difficult to rely on wind power to generate
electricity 100% of the time

e There is a high initial investment need which relies on government funding and subsidy

e The visual impact of farms sited in locations of outstanding nature

e Between 25/5/19 and 3/6/19 power from wind farms fell from 6kmw to less than 500mw

e 8 days without generating substantive power.

How many wind on and off shore farms are 100% owned by Welsh businesses?

Research shows that nearly all farms are foreign owned- apart from subsidised power what is their
contribution to Wales?

I would also query why the WAG is driven to impose these farms on the Mid Wales’ landscape.
Compared to savings made on CO2 emissions they are pin prick on a global scale when compared to
the emissions made by fossil fuelled countries.











