
















 
12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 
and economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

Yes. We welcome the inclusion of Objective 2 in the ISA framework which focusses 
on health, wellbeing and health inequalities and that these have been considered as 
part of the integrated assessment of the draft NDF.  
 
The monitoring dashboard that is developed needs to be drafted with, and linked 
into, public health and health service policy makers, agencies such as Public Health 
Wales and providers to ensure that health and inequalities are sufficiently monitored 
and progress against health and wellbeing outcomes captured. 
 

 
 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

 
No 
 
 



 
14. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

 
No comment 
 
 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

 
No comment 
 
 
 

 
15. Further comments 

 
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 

any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

We welcome the inclusion and consideration of health and well-being within the draft 
NDF, the explicit references to health and also its place as a key objective in the 
Integrated Sustainability Assessment. The references to mobilising and increasing 
active travel, policies for increasing and improving green infrastructure and the focus 
on low carbon growth and sustainable energy could potentially be positive for the 
health and well-being of the people of Wales. 
 
However, there is little reference to the potential impact of the NDF on mental well-
being nor of the potential increase in health and other inequalities that could emerge 
as unintended negative consequences from the focus on future Local and Strategic 
Development Plans (SDPs) or Growth Plans / City Deals. These could be between 
urban and rural or deprived communities and regions.   
 



We suggest that further assessment of these development and growth plans and 
Deals is carried out in respect to health and well-being and a consideration of 
inequalities both now and in the future. This would support the Welsh Government 
(WG) Public Health (Wales) Act 2017 requirements for Health Impact Assessment 
(HIA) by public bodies in specific circumstances. There are strong hooks in the draft 
NDF to enhance population health and wellbeing in the long term such as improved 
air quality, employment opportunities, housing affordability and accessibility and any 
assessments would also capture these and provide opportunities for maximisation 
and involvement of key stakeholders in the Plan/Deal development. 
 
For the identified Regions, reference is made to Strategic Development Plans.  
According to WG’s Designating a Strategic Plan Boundary and Establishing a 
Strategic Planning Panel (SPP) (March 2019) “it is envisaged the earliest an SDP 
would be adopted is 2025” it is important that Local Planning Authorities are able to 
embrace (with consultees) the intentions of the NDF in the near future rather than 
delaying action until any SDP is approved.  We would like to see firm steps taken to 
in the intervening period in improving the health and wellbeing of communities in line 
with the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.   
 
To put good planning into practice, we recognise the important role that an 
independent, informed, local government planning department plays. It is estimated 
that the real term changes in spending on planning in local government in Wales fell 
by 52% between 2009/10 and 2016/17 (Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2016), this is an 
issue the Welsh Government may want to consider in future.  
 
The Framework is light on describing collaboration with consultees on strategic 
decisions.  As the primary public health agency for Wales, it is important that Public 
Health Wales are engaged early on in national and strategic discussions and 
decisions on the health and wellbeing of national and local populations. This is also 
true of the monitoring of the NDF and its outcomes in the short and long term. 
 
 



 

 

16. Are you...? 
 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation x 
 

 
   
 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




