
















 
12. Integrated Sustainability Appraisal 

 
As part of the consultation process, an Integrated Sustainability Appraisal (ISA) was 
conducted to assess the social, economic and environmental impacts of a plan. The 
report identified a number of monitoring indicators, including health, equalities, 
Welsh language, the impact on rural communities, children’s rights, climate change 
and economic development.  

• Do you have any comments on the findings of the Integrated Sustainability 
Appraisal Report?  Please outline any further alternative monitoring indicators 
you consider would strengthen the ISA. 
 

At 350 pages, Planning Aid Wales would question the accessibility of this 
document for members of the public, albeit, the provision of the provision of a 
non-technical summary is welcomed. 
 

 
 

13. Habitats Regulations Assessment 
 
As part of the development of the NDF, a Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) 
was undertaken. The purpose of the HRA process is to identify, assess and address 
any ‘significant effects’ of the plan on sites such as Special Areas of Conservation 
and Special Protection Areas for birds.  

• Do you have any comments on the Habitats Regulations Assessment report? 
 

None. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
14. Welsh Language 

 
We would like to know your views on the effects that the NDF would have on the 
Welsh language, specifically on opportunities for people to use Welsh and on 
treating the Welsh language no less favourably than English.  

• What effects do you think there would be?  How could positive effects be 
increased, or negative effects be mitigated?  
 

Welsh language is referenced lightly and with no clear methodology as to how 
planning can facilitate its growth or prevent its decline; land values and the lack of 
affordable homes in rural areas, the rise of second homes and AirBnBs are 
significant challenges faced by some Welsh communities which could be better 
addressed.  As a defined outcome more action should be identified within the 
document to protect and enhance this vital element of Welsh culture.  
 
There is only reference to the number of Welsh speakers on the North Wales map 
(p.48); such references should be included in the maps for all three regions 
(p.55&61). 
 
 
Please also explain how you believe the proposed NDF could be formulated or 
changed so as to have: 

I. positive effects or increased positive effects on opportunities for people to use 
the Welsh language and on treating the Welsh language no less favourably 
than the English language, and  

II. no adverse effects on opportunities for people to use the Welsh language and 
on treating the Welsh language no less favourably than the English language.  
 

See above. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
15. Further comments 

 
• Are there any further comments that you would like to make on the NDF, or 

any alternative proposals you feel we should consider?  
 

1.It would be helpful if the final NDF could include some more detail on 
boundaries/locations of nationally significant infrastructure and, if possible, how WG 
intends to secure: 
(a) infrastructure of all types in advance of development, 
(b) delivery of more affordable homes of all tenures, 



(c) family farms with mixed arable, dairying and stock 
(d) reduced pressure on greenfield land to improve food security and increase the 
amount of brownfield land reclaimed, and 
(e) reduced pressure on conservation areas, SSSIs and habitats for protected 
species. 
 
2. Welshpool Mid Wales Airport and Anglesey Airport are not shown on the spatial 
strategy map. 
 
3. The NDF could provide more detail on the role and benefit of Place Plans which 
would allow people to shape their communities and engage within the planning 
system. This would have benefits in delivering the vision and 11 objectives of the 
NDF. 
 
4. Planning Aid Wales questions whether utilising drop-in sessions with scheduled 
appointments as a primary opportunity for community engagement in the NDF is 
appropriate. It is possible that members of the public wishing to learn more and 
discuss the NDF may have been put off by having to arrange a sit down meeting with 
Welsh Government officers. A broader range of engagement approaches (e.g. public 
meetings, display boards and social media campaigns) may have yielded more 
involvement and response, particularly from harder to reach groups. A young 
person’s version of the document is welcomed and it will be of interest to see if any 
young people will respond to the draft; dedicated youth engagement events 
might further opportunities to raise awareness and elicit responses in future. 
 
5. Several of the questions posed on this form are restrictive (e.g. ‘If you disagree’ is 
used as a precursor to the comments boxes; this might be off-putting for those in 
agreement but wish to comment).  Opportunity to comment more generally on 
sections of the NDF would be beneficial for communities. 
 
6. It is recognised on page 9 that the 11 Outcomes combine to form the vision; it 
would be beneficial if page 18 made more explicit reference to this or had a title of 
‘NDF Vision & Outcomes’. 
 
 
 



Are you...? 

 

Providing your own personal response  
 

Submitting a response on behalf of an organisation  
 

 
   
 
Responses to the consultation will be shared with the National 
Assembly for Wales and are likely to be made public, on the 
internet or in a report.  If you would prefer your response to 
remain anonymous, please tick here 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


