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 How to use this document 

 

This document will tell you about 

changes we want to make to building 

safety. 

 

Hard words that might be confusing are 

written in blue. 

 

The first time each hard word 

appears, there is a box below it. This 

box tells you what the word means. 

       

When we say ‘we’ in the document, we 

mean Welsh government. 

 

If you need this document in Welsh, go 

to: https://llyw.cymru/adeiladau-mwy-

diogel-yng-nghymru  

 

You can also visit our website for more 

information: https://gov.wales/safer-

buildings-wales 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fllyw.cymru%2Fadeiladau-mwy-diogel-yng-nghymru&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Smith011%40gov.wales%7C3274cfb314a74cb7dc0d08d8b194064b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637454596607515415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CbtZSiFddMBKDj5i9jeIVGOGpDnCx2d5u8IQEj%2FI0NQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fllyw.cymru%2Fadeiladau-mwy-diogel-yng-nghymru&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Smith011%40gov.wales%7C3274cfb314a74cb7dc0d08d8b194064b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637454596607515415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=CbtZSiFddMBKDj5i9jeIVGOGpDnCx2d5u8IQEj%2FI0NQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsafer-buildings-wales&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Smith011%40gov.wales%7C3274cfb314a74cb7dc0d08d8b194064b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637454596607515415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oOfgvrqkDcIznuewd68%2Bccd%2FdPkuCfczunb7oZZE2XE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsafer-buildings-wales&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Smith011%40gov.wales%7C3274cfb314a74cb7dc0d08d8b194064b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637454596607515415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oOfgvrqkDcIznuewd68%2Bccd%2FdPkuCfczunb7oZZE2XE%3D&reserved=0
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 Introduction 

 
What are we changing and 

why?  

 

In 2017, many people died in a fire at 

Grenfell Tower, a block of flats in 

London.  

 

Fires like this don’t happen often. But 

fires are more dangerous when they 

happen in buildings where lots of 

people live. 

 

They are especially dangerous if 

buildings are: 

 tall  

 and it is difficult for people to get 

out.  

 

After the fire, we found out that there 

were other buildings like Grenfell Tower, 

that were not as safe as we thought.  
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We needed to do something to make 

sure something like this did not happen 

again.  

 

We believe that everyone should feel 

safe at home. This is why we are making 

very important changes to how lots of 

buildings in Wales are built.  

 

Welsh government can decide what 

changes it would like to make about 

building safety.  

 

We want your views on the things that 

we are trying to make better.  

 

You will be able to give your views as 

part of a consultation between 12 

January  and 12 April 2021. 
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A consultation is when we ask the 

public to give their views on changes 

we want to make. 

 
What we have done to 

improve things so far 

 

We really want to make homes safer. 

We have already made some good 

changes.  

 

We have worked with Fire Services, 

councils and the government in 

England to start making some of the 

worst problems better.  

 

However, we know there are still 

problems. And we know there is still 

more work to be done. 
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How we plan to make 

these problems better 

 

We want to make buildings safer using 

something called the Building Safety 

Regime.  

 
The Building Safety Regime is a new 

set of rules to make buildings safer.  

 
These rules will change how buildings 

are being designed and built.  

 

These rules will also make buildings safer 

when they are being lived in.  

 
The new rules are split into 2 different 

stages.  
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Stage 1 is for when buildings are being 

built.  

 

Stage 2 is for when buildings are being 

lived in 

 

These rules will change things in all 

buildings where 2 or more different 

households live in a building.  

 

A household is all the people that live 

inside one home. For example, a 

household could be a single person, 

a family or a couple. 

 

This means the rules will apply to many 

different kinds of buildings. For example, 

the new rules will apply to: 
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 blocks of flats and  

 houses that have been split into 2 

flats 

 
We want there to be the most rules for 

very tall buildings. 

 

How building new 

buildings will become 

safer  

 

When people are building homes and 

flats we will make sure that the rules are 

really clear about how they should be 

built safely.  

 

We will make sure that it is someone’s 

job to think about building safety. The 

person in charge will need to have the 

right skills and experience to make sure 

they can do the job. 
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Stage 1: Putting people in 

charge of building safety 

 
We want to say who is in charge of 

thinking about the safety of a building.  

 We will call these people dutyholders.  

 

A dutyholder is someone who looks 

after all the information on safety for 

a building. 

 
The dutyholder will have a list of things 

that they must do.  

 

We think that every building project 

should have to have a dutyholder, 

including: 

 

 someone having an extension done 

on their house 
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An extension is when extra rooms are 

built on to a house to make it bigger. 

 

 An office block being changed into 

a block of flats to live in 

 

 a big block of flats   

 

If someone is a dutyholder they will 

have to make sure the building is 

following all the safety rules.  

 

If the rules aren’t being followed, there 

will be consequences for the 

dutyholder.  
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Consequences are when something 

happens because of something 

someone does. 

 

For example, the dutyholder could be 

fined, be made to put right any mistakes 

or maybe even go to prison. 

 

If a building is very tall, there will be 

even stricter rules.  

 

Keeping information about 

buildings that keeps 

everyone safe 

 

When a building is designed and built 

we think people should keep a record 

of what the building looks like.  
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The record should say what it looks like 

on the inside and the outside. The 

record should also say what the building 

is built from. For example, is there brick 

on the outside, or glass, or wood.  

 
The more information we have about a 

building, the easier it is to: 

  keep buildings and people safe  

 
 stop problems from happening in 

the future.  

  deal with emergencies like fires  

 

When the building is finished being built, 

this information should be given to the 

person who is asked to look after the 

building when people start to live in it.  

 

This information will help this person, the 

dutyholder, know how to look after the 

building properly. 

 
We think this information should be kept 

up to date.  
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This information should be easy to give 

to the Fire and Rescue Service if there is 

a fire in the building. That way, if the Fire 

and Rescue service need to know 

something about the building it will be 

easy to find out.  

 

For example, firefighters might need to 

know where equipment is or how many 

flats there are in the building. 

 
Stage 2: When people are 

living in a building 

 

It is important that there is someone in 

charge of building safety when people 

are living in a building.  

 

We think that people who are in charge 

of building safety, the dutyholders, 

should have to be on a register.  
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This means that everyone knows who 

the dutyholder is. If there is a problem, 

you will know who the person in charge 

is and can tell them. 

 

If there is no-one who has been asked 

to look after the building, then the 

building’s owner would be in charge 

instead. 

 

The dutyholder will have a list of things 

that they have to do. This could include 

things like: 

 
 keeping all the safety equipment like 

fire exits and fire alarms up to date. 

 
 letting people who live in the building 

know what to do if there is a fire.  

 

The dutyholder will also have to ask an 

expert to check the building.  
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Every year, the expert will make sure the 

building is safe. This will be done by 

using risk assessments.  

 
A risk assessment is when an expert 

checks how safe things are. 

 

The risk assessments will look at things 

like fire safety. If the expert finds any 

problems, the person looking after the 

building will have to fix them. 

 Living in a tall building 

 

If you live in a tall building, we think that 

you should have information about the 

safety of the building.  

 

The dutyholder should make sure that 

people living in the building know what 

to do if there’s a fire.  
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The dutyholder should also make sure 

people living in the building know how 

to tell someone if there are any 

problems about safety.  

 

In tall buildings, the dutyholder will let 

people living in the building know about 

any problems. 

 

If they are going to do any work to 

make things better, they should talk to 

people living in the building. And they 

should find out what they think. 

 

People who live in tall buildings should 

also help to keep the building safe too. 

For example, people living in the 

building should make sure they don’t 

damage fire doors or keep them open. 

 

And people living in the building should 

let the dutyholder in to their homes to 

check that the part of the building that 

they live in is safe.  
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People living in the building should also 

check things are fire safe inside their 

homes too.  

 

People living in the building should not 

make changes to their homes which will 

make the building less safe for them 

and others. 

 Checking things are safe 

 

We think that councils and the Fire and 

Rescue Service should work together to 

check that buildings are safe.  

 

We think councils and Fire and Rescue 

services should talk to each other about 

all the buildings in their area.  

 

If the councils and Fire and Rescue 

Services find any problems, they should 

let each other know. Then they should 

think about how they would sort out 

these problems together. 
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If something does go wrong, we want to 

make sure that there are consequences 

for the person who was meant to make 

sure things were safe.  

 

There are already rules to warn people if 

things need to change before there is 

an actual fire.  

 

This means that the people in charge of 

building safety are given a chance to 

make things better.  

 

If the person in charge does not make 

improvements, then there can be 

bigger punishments. For example, the 

person who was meant to be in charge 

might be fined or go to prison.  

 We want your views 

 

This consultation will be open from 12 

January to 12 April 2021.  
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You can tell us what you think about the 

changes we want to make. You can do 

this by filling out the response form and 

sending it to: 

 

E-mail: buildingsafety@gov.wales 

 

Or answering the questions online here: 

https://gov.wales/safer-buildings-wales 

 
We will use what you say to help us 

improve these plans.  

 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsafer-buildings-wales&data=04%7C01%7CAlex.Smith011%40gov.wales%7C3274cfb314a74cb7dc0d08d8b194064b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637454596607515415%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=oOfgvrqkDcIznuewd68%2Bccd%2FdPkuCfczunb7oZZE2XE%3D&reserved=0
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Hard words 

A consultation is when we ask the public to give their 

views on changes we want to make. 

The Building Safety Regime is a new set of rules to make 

buildings safer. 

A household is all the people that live inside one home. 

For example, a household could be a single person, a 

family or a couple. 

A dutyholder is someone who looks after all the 

information on safety for a building. 

Consequences are when something happens because of 

something someone does. 

An extension is when extra rooms are built on to a house 

to make it bigger. 

A risk assessment is when an expert checks how safe 

things are. 

The pictures in this summary are from Photosymbols:  

https://www.photosymbols.com 

  


