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Introduction

The Welsh Government undertook a public consultation on the making of The School
Performance Information (Amendment) (Wales) Regulations 2020. The consultation was
entitled ‘Mandatory reporting of online National Reading and Numeracy Test results’.

These Regulations remove the requirement on governing bodies to send the results of the
online national reading and numeracy assessments to their local authority.

This document provides a summary of the responses received to the specific questions
asked and outlines the proposed way forward.

Summary of responses

Twenty respondents replied to the consultation and the Welsh Government is grateful to
them for taking the time to submit their views. A summary of the respondents can be found
in Annex 1.

The majority of respondents (15 responses) were in favour of the proposed change. The
reasons given for supporting the change were that assessment should be for the pupil’s
benefit in understanding their personal progress, and also that the removal of the
requirement to report the results would reduce the administrative burden on schools.

The main issues cited by those who were against the change were that removing the
requirement would make it harder to track the attainment levels of vulnerable students, deaf
students and those with additional learning needs (ALN) and that if local authorities did not
know the test results they would be hampered in their ability to carry out their responsibility
for the delivery of education in their area.

The Welsh Government has considered these issues carefully. As the proposed change
would not prevent schools from sharing the online assessment results with their local
authority if that is felt to be beneficial and is compliant with the General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR), the Welsh Government considers that the issues raised by those who
were against the change would be mitigated. Therefore, the Regulations will be made and
laid before the Assembly on 9 May 2022.



Annex: Summary of respondents

4 individuals

4 primary schools

1 secondary school

The governing bodies of 6 primary schools and 2 secondary schools (including one
response covering both)

National Deaf Children’s Society

Swansea LA

Estyn

UCAC (Undeb Cenedlaethol Athrawon Cymru)



