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How to use this document

This is an easy read document. But you may still
need support to read it. Ask someone you know to
help you.

Words in bold blue writing may be hard to
understand. You can check what all the words in
blue mean on page 20.

Where the document says we, this means
Independent Commission on the Constitutional
Future of Wales. For more information contact:

Website: gov.wales/independent-commission-
constitutional-future-wales

E-mail: ConstitutionCommission@gov.wales

This document was made into easy read by Easy
Read Wales using Photosymbols. To tell us what you
think about this easy read version, please click here.


https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
https://gov.wales/independent-commission-constitutional-future-wales
mailto:ConstitutionCommission%40gov.wales%20?subject=
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=aZ9W9jTWYEixHoHk1luPyZw1J1OAxGpFrRmNL9CCXxRUNzZQM1ZQUENKWFNURlVaWEE3VzM4UUhJSi4u

Contents

Page
INErOAUCHION......cuceencncnnninnnnennncsnsssasasssasssassssssssssssssssssasass 4
HaVe YOUr SAY.......eieiiiiinninnnsnsnsensnnsnnsnsssssassassassasassasens 8
Questions to help you have a say..........ccceeeerueuuece. ...10
HOW tO giVe US YOUr VIEWS.........ccceueeeueucncnsncnnnnnaasasasasasass 14
YOUX FIGhES....neecccccececnccnenecncenssesacnssnsssasnssssasssnsassssssasnsassases 16
HArd WOrdS.......cciiiiininincsnscsesasassssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasasasass 20

Page 3



Z ¥ Comishwn Annibynnol ar
Ddyfadol Cylansoddiadal Cymre
The independent Commission on
the Constitutional Future of Wales

Page 4

Introduction

We are the Independent Commission on the
Constitutional Future of Wales.

We are a team of professionals working together to
look at how Wales is run now and how it could be
run in the future.

This means which part of government is responsible
for what, who makes decisions, and who has the
power to change things.

Government includes the UK Government based in
London, the Welsh Government in Cardiff, and your
local council.

The team is run by Professor Laura McAllister and Dr
Rowan Williams.



There are 9 other people on the team. They
have different opinions and come from different

backgrounds.
B o - We have been set up by Welsh Government to
’\/ (gf’ look at:
Ve

Llywodraeth Cymru Who has power over what in Wales.

Welsh Government The rules for how Wales is run.

Rules Who makes the decisions that affect the people
of Wales.
J - What parts of life should we be able to make our

own rules and decisions over.

At the moment, Wales is run as part of the UK. UK
Parliament gives some power to Welsh Parliament
and Welsh Government. This is called Devolution.

Devolution means that some powers moved
from UK Parliament to Welsh Parliament. It
means there are some things we can make our

own decisions and laws about. Like health and
social care, housing and education.
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There are lots of things changing in politics in the
UK at the moment.

A

We are still working out how to deal with Brexit -
when Britain voted to leave the European Union.

The European Union is a group of countries
whose governments work together. The UK

voted to leave this group in 2016. This was
nicknamed Brexit.

And devolution is over 20 years old. It needs to be
looked at again to make sure we are run in the best
way for the people of Wales.

We are looking at how Wales is run now. And what
needs to be improved.




We are going to look at options for how Wales could
be run in the future.

We will look at the good and bad points of having
more powers. And being more independent.

We want to hear from as many people as possible.

We want to hear from all types of people, from all
over Wales.

«.1( f | < . We want to know what matters to you, and what
<l W& your hopes are for Wales.
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Have your say

We want you to have the chance to tell us:

what you think works well with the way Wales is
run

and what needs to change.

This is the first part of our work to talk to people
across Wales.

Tellus o °
what (™

Bl A - |
1*:::"“% ' To help you think about how Wales is run, we have

g - written some questions below.
[] ne
[] ot sure

But you can tell us about any issues to do with how
Wales is run, that are important to you.

| Important
E——
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Report

(AN EERN
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9

It is very important that your voice is heard. We will
use what we learn to help us write our report at the

end of 2023.

Please tell us what is important to you when it
comes to how Wales is run. What do you think we

should be thinking about?

Page 9



Report

=
-
-
-
-
-
-
b
i
.
.

I

Page 10

il )~

Questions to help you have a say

These questions are just to help you think about
your answers.

You can answer them or just tell us your own
thoughts.

What we learn at this stage will help us plan our
work going forward.

We will also use your views to write our
suggestions for how Wales should be run. And
write our final reports.



Questions

1. What matters to you most about the way
Wales is run?

| Important
i e

At the moment, Wales is run by the Welsh
Government and the UK Government.

The way Wales is run means which part of
government is responsible for what, who
makes decisions, and who has the power to
change things.

2. What do you think are the most important
things we need to think about?

3. At the moment, Wales is run by the Welsh
Government and the UK Government. What do
you think are the strengths of this? What parts
of this system do you think we should keep?

4. Are there any problems with the way Wales is
run at the moment?
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5. We are run by 3 types of government. UK
Government, Welsh Government and local
government - your local council.

What do you think about the way power is
spread across these governments? Who should
have more power? Or less?

6. Thinking about Wales as its own country:

Do you like the way Wales is run at the
moment? Wales is run as part of the UK.
UK Parliament gives some power to Welsh
Parliament and Welsh Government.

Should we have more power and control -
with UK Parliament only having power over
things that affect the whole of the UK?

Should Wales have full control to run itself?
Should we be separate from the UK?
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- Are there any other ways of running the
country that you can think of?

- Alongside any of these options, should local
councils have more responsibilities? This
would mean decisions would be made in your
local community. What types of things do
you think should be decided like this?

7. Overall, what is most important to you with
how Wales is run? Is there anything else you
want to tell us?
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How to give us your views

We want to keep talking to people and getting your
views. We will take your answers up until the late
summer 2023.

.‘.1‘ We would like your views to help us plan how we
& do this work too. So please get in touch as soon as
@ you can.

Report

We will be writing a report about how our work is
going so far by the end of winter 2022.

EEER i aang

If you are sending views on behalf of a group or
organisation, please tell us when you plan to do this
by. It will help us to plan our work.

Please tell us if you are answering for yourself, or
for an organisation. And please tell us a bit about
your organisation.




You can send us your views in writing, in a video or
as a voice recording.

Send us your views by:

Filling in our online form here: www.smartsurvey.
co.uk/s/22MWBF/

Sending a video or voice recording using our
online form here (scroll to the bottom, and click
Choose File): www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/22MWBF/

By e-mail: ConstitutionCommission@gov.wales

By post:

i Independent Commission on the Constitutional
Future of Wales

Cathays Park

Cardiff
CF10 3NQ
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Your rights

We follow the data protection laws when dealing
with your information. The data protection laws
give you the right to:

Know what information we have about you and
how you can see it.

Make us change any mistakes in the information
about you.

Ask us not to use the information in some cases.

Ask us to delete the information we have about
you in some cases.



Move the information about you somewhere else
in some cases.

Complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office.

If you would like to know more about how your
information is kept and used, please contact us at:

Data Protection Officer
Welsh Government
Cathays Park

Cardiff

CF10 3NQ

Email: Data.ProtectionOfficer@gov.wales
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You can also contact the Information
Commissioner’s Office:

Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire

SK9 5AF

Tel: 01625 545745 or 0303 123 1113

Website: ico.org.uk

We also follow a law called UK General Data
Protection Regulation (UK GDPR).

Our staff will be able to see your answers.


https://ico.org.uk/

Sometimes we ask other organisations to help us
understand people’s answers. So, they may see
your information too.

We normally publish a report showing the kinds of
things people said.

=
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
£

Sometimes this means people’s personal details
are included. Please tell us if you do not want your
personal information included.

~y Ifyouareinourreport the information could be
2%2022 2023 available for a long time.

2024 2025

But information that is not published is only kept
for 3 years.
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Hard words

Brexit
When Britain voted to leave the European Union.

Devolution

Devolution means some powers moved from UK Parliament to
Welsh Parliament. It means there are some things we can make our
own decisions and laws about. Like health and social care, housing
and education.

European Union

The European Union is a group of countries whose governments
work together. The UK voted to leave this group in 2016. This was
nicknamed Brexit.
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