Have your say’

The Independent Commission on the Constitutional Future of Wales
invites you to join a national conversation about the way Wales is run.

About the Commission’s task

We are an independent body asked to look at options for how Wales might be governed in
the future.

We have been asked to look at how Wales could be run differently, while remaining an
integral part of the United Kingdom. We have also been asked to consider other options to
strengthen Welsh democracy both within and outside the United Kingdom.

Our task includes reviewing current arrangements, looking at who has power over what,
the current rules for how Wales is run, and whether these are the best ways of organising
things, including:
? who takes the political decisions that affect the people of Wales, and how those
decisions are taken;
n on which aspects of our national life should Wales be able to set its own rules and
° make its own decisions.

We want to hear from as many people as possible, from all walks of life and from every
community, about what matters to you, and your hopes for Wales’ future.

A national conversation

This is an opportunity to tell us what is working well with the way Wales is governed at the
moment, and what needs to change.

This invitation is the first part of a national conversation over the coming months during
which we will talk to people from all parts of Wales.

To help you respond, we've set out some broad questions below. But feel free to raise any
other issues that are important to you and might be relevant to our work.

This is your opportunity to help shape our work. It is vital that your voice is heard and your
views reflected in our report at the end of 2023.

Please tell us what is important to you in this national conversation: what should we be
thinking about?



Questions to help you respond

1. What matters to you about the way Wales is run? /

2. What do you think the priorities for the Commission should be? 7

3. Thinking about how Wales is governed, by the Welsh Government and the UK
Government, what are the strengths of the current system, what aspects do you most
value and wish to protect? Can you provide examples?

4. Are there any problems with the current system, and if so, how could they be
addressed? Again, please provide examples.

5. Thinking about the UK Government, the Welsh Government and Welsh local
government (your local council), what do you think about the balance of power and
responsibility between these three types of government - is it about right or should it
change and if so, how? For example, who should have more power, or less?

6. As a distinct country and political unit, how should Wales be governed in the future?
Should we:

? broadly keep the current arrangements where Wales is governed as part of the
UK, and the Westminster Parliament delegates some responsibilities to the
Senedd and Welsh Government, with those responsibilities adjusted as in Q5; OR

? move towards Wales having more autonomy to decide for itself within a more

federal UK, with most matters decided by the Senedd and Welsh Government,

and the Westminster Parliament decides UK-wide matters on behalf of Wales (and
other parts of the UK) OR

move towards Wales having full control to govern itself and be independent from

the UKOR

pursue any other governance model you would like to suggest;

N

N N

alongside any of these options, should more responsibilities be given to local
councils bringing decision making closer to people across Wales - if so, please
provide examples.

7. Overall, what is most important to you about the way in which Wales should be

governed in the future? Is there anything else you want to tell us?

In responding to these questions, we would welcome views on how the current forms of
governance, and any proposals to change governance in the future, might impact on the
Welsh language.


https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/22MWBF/

How your views will make a difference

The views that we gather during this first stage of engagement will shape how we
plan the Commission’s work, and will inform the findings and recommmendations
that we make in our interim and final reports.

Timescale

The Commission wants to maintain an ongoing conversation with citizens and
stakeholders, and will be receiving views up until late summer of 2023.

But we want your input to help shape our work programme, so please respond as
soon as you can. Please provide your contributions by 31 December 2022 and send
to: ConstitutionCommission@gov.wales.

If you are a group or organisation and intend to send in views, it would be helpful if
you could let us know your planned timescale.

You are welcome to send views in written form, or as video or audio submissions.

Follow us on our social media channels to find out more.

Facebook @Comisiwn
Twitter @Comisiwn
Instagram @Comisiwn
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