[bookmark: _Toc55308884]Future options of the School Milk Subsidy Scheme (SMSS) in Wales 

Consultation response form 	

Your name:	

Organisation (if applicable):

email/telephone number:

Your address:


Responses should be returned by 4 January 2027 to:

Food in Schools Team
Equity in Education 
Welsh Government
Cathays Park
Cardiff
CF10 3NQ

or completed electronically and sent to: 

email: FoodinSchools@gov.wales

Consultation questions

Questions 1 to 8 for all respondents

Question 1
To what extent do you think that the existing School Milk Subsidy Scheme provides sufficient access to milk or suitable alternatives during the school day?

(Insert an x under the relevant heading.)

	Strongly agree
	Agree
	Neither agree nor disagree
	Disagree
	Strongly disagree
	Unsure

	
	
	
	
	
	




Question 2
What benefits, if any, do you think would result from continuing a dedicated School Milk Scheme?

Please explain your answer

	





Question 3
What benefits, if any, do you think would result from ending the dedicated School Milk Subsidy Scheme?

Please explain your answer

	






Question 4
If the School Milk Subsidy Scheme ended, how likely or unlikely is it that learners would continue accessing milk through existing breakfast and lunch provision?

[bookmark: _Hlk222393898](Insert an x under the relevant heading.)


	Very likely
	Likely
	Neither likely nor unlikely
	Unlikely
	Very unlikely

	
	
	
	
	




Please explain your answer.

	





Question 5
What impacts, if any, do you think would arise if the School Milk Subsidy Scheme was discontinued?

(Insert an x next to all relevant impacts.)

	Reduced milk consumption
	

	Reduced access for some learners
	

	Impacts on learner health and well-being
	

	Impacts on disadvantaged learners
	

	Impacts on schools or local authorities
	

	Impacts on suppliers and the dairy sector
	

	No significant impacts
	

	Other (please specify):
	






Question 6
Which groups of learners, if any, do you think would be most affected by discontinuing the School Milk Subsidy Scheme?

(Insert an x next to all relevant groups.)

	Learners from low-income households
	

	Learners eligible for free school meals
	

	Learners with additional learning needs (ALN)
	

	Learners attending special schools
	

	Learners who bring packed lunches
	

	Learners who do not attend breakfast clubs
	

	Learners in rural areas
	

	No particular groups would be affected disproportionately
	

	Other (please specify):
	




Question 7
Which option do you prefer? 

(Insert an x next to the relevant answer)

	Continue a school milk scheme through a new Welsh Government grant-funded model (Option 1)
	

	Discontinue the School Milk Subsidy Scheme and rely on existing breakfast and lunch provision for access to milk during the school day (Option 2)
	

	No preference
	

	Unsure
	







Question 8
If school milk continues to be provided through a new Welsh Government scheme, should eligibility continue to include independent schools, or should the scheme be limited to maintained schools in line with wider Welsh Government school food policies?

(Insert an x next to the relevant answer)

	Eligibility should include maintained schools and independent schools
	

	Eligibility should include maintained schools only
	

	No preference
	

	Unsure
	



Please explain your answer

	





Questions 9 to 12 for local authority respondents only

Question 9
What operational, financial or procurement impacts, if any, would continuing the milk provision through a new scheme have for your authority? 

Please explain your answer

	





Question 10
What actions, if any, could help mitigate any adverse impacts?

Please explain your answer

	





Question 11
What operational, financial or procurement impacts, if any, would discontinuing the provision have for your authority? 

Please explain your answer

	





Question 12
What actions, if any, could help mitigate any adverse impacts?

Please explain your answer

	





Question 13 for school staff only

Question 13
If the School Milk Subsidy Scheme was discontinued, would your school seek other arrangements to continue providing milk beyond any existing breakfast or lunch provision?

(Insert an x under the relevant heading.)

	Yes
	No
	Unsure

	
	
	




Questions 14 to 16 for supply chain participants only

Question 14
What impact, if any, would continuing a school milk scheme through a grant-funded model delivered via the Local Authority Education Grant (LAEG) have on your organisation or business? 

(Insert an x under the relevant heading.)

	Significant positive impact
	Moderate positive impact
	No impact
	Moderate negative impact
	Significant negative impact
	Unsure

	
	
	
	
	
	



Please explain your answer and provide any supporting evidence where possible.

	






Question 15
What impact, if any, would discontinuing the SMSS have on your organisation or business? 

(Insert an x under the relevant heading.)

	Significant positive impact
	Moderate positive impact
	No impact
	Moderate negative impact
	Significant negative impact
	Unsure

	
	
	
	
	
	



Please explain your answer and provide any supporting evidence where possible.

	





Question 16
What mitigating actions could Welsh Government, local authorities or schools take to minimise any adverse impacts on suppliers and the wider dairy sector?

Please explain your answer.

	





Mandatory questions for all respondents

Question 17
What, in your opinion, would be the likely effects of ceasing the SMSS on the Welsh language? We are particularly interested in any likely effects on opportunities to use the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English.

Do you think that there are opportunities to promote any positive effects?
Do you think that there are opportunities to mitigate any adverse effects?

Supporting comments

	





Question 18
In your opinion, could the SMSS be formulated or changed so as to:

have positive effects or more positive effects on using the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English; or 
mitigate any negative effects on using the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English?

Supporting comments

	





Question 19
We have asked a number of specific questions. If you have any related issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space to report them:










Anonymity
Responses to the consultation may be published. Your response will be anonymous. However, if you would like your name to be published alongside your response, please insert an x in the box.

	I agree to my name being published alongside my response to this consultation.
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