

Consultation Questions Response Form
Question 1: The Welsh Government proposes to establish undergrounding as the default position for new 11-132kV electricity lines in Wales. Will the proposed policy approach be appropriate for delivering this objective? Please explain your answer.
☐Yes
☐No


Question 2: The resilience of the electricity network is important for ensuring secure and reliable electricity supply to society and for supporting adaptation to climate change. What are your views on the potential impacts of undergrounding electricity circuits on network resilience in Wales? Please consider both benefits and challenges when providing your answer.

Question 3: Do you support the aspiration for a strategically coordinated approach to network development, and ensuring new proposals deliver maximum possible value to communities and the Welsh energy system?

· What do you believe are the benefits?
· What do you believe are the drawbacks?



Question 4: Do you agree that integrating proposed infrastructure with existing proposals or plans is a priority? What could be the impacts from this?

☐Yes
☐No



Question 5: In your opinion, which body would be able to provide advice to network operators and decision makers on whether individual electricity circuit proposals align to strategic plans? 


Question 6: Do you agree that the proposed planning tests are appropriate, proportionate and workable mechanisms for implementing the undergrounding-first policy and ensuring transparency in decision-making?
☐Yes
☐No


Question 7: What other practical tests which can be supported by evidence could be considered when deciding whether there is a sufficient justification for permitting a new overhead electricity circuit as an exception? Please provide reasons, evidence, or examples to support your answer.



Question 8: The Welsh Government is responsible for planning policy in relation to 132kV electricity lines that are connected to a devolved generating station in Wales but is not responsible for setting electricity prices. How do you think a greater use of underground electricity circuits, instead of overhead circuits, could affect electricity costs for households and businesses in Wales? Please explain your answer and provide evidence where possible.


Question 9: What are your views on a proposed hierarchy for electricity circuit options, with undergrounding as the first option and then other options to only be permitted by exception, having exhausted the previous hierarchy option(s)?

Question 10: Do you agree that, where overhead electricity circuits are permitted, they should only be supported by wooden poles or equivalent infrastructure that minimises visual impacts (excluding steel lattice pylons)? If not, please explain your answer.

☐Yes
☐No


Question 11: Electricity circuits can be laid underground using a range of methods, including trenching, cable ploughing and horizontal directional drilling. What do you think are the main benefits, limitations and costs of the different methods used to lay electricity circuits underground? Please provide any evidence, examples or experience that support your answer.



Question 12: Placing electricity circuits underground can have both positive and negative effects on the environment. What do you think are the main environmental advantages and disadvantages of placing electricity circuits underground? Please explain your answer and provide any evidence or examples if possible.



Question 13: How important is the speed of installation of electricity circuits to you? Please explain why.


Question 14: Do you have any evidence, research, data or case studies about the use of wooden poles, monopoles (wood or steel) or other less visually intrusive types of overhead line infrastructure? In particular, we would welcome information on:

· how suitable they are for different locations and purposes;
· their effects on the environment and landscape;
· impacts on local communities;
· maintenance and operational requirements;
· reliability and resilience; and
· costs.

Please provide any relevant evidence, examples or links to published reports.


Question 15: To implement the policy and ensure it is a consideration in decision making, the Welsh Government intends to use the Welsh Ministers’ powers under the Infrastructure (Wales) Act 2024 to introduce an Infrastructure Policy Statement. PPW will also be updated when it is next revised. Do you agree with the proposed approach of using an Infrastructure Policy Statement and update to PPW to implement the new policy? If not, please explain your answer.

☐Yes

☐No
Question 16: Do you think the proposed policy for underground electricity circuits could have any positive or negative impacts on people with protected characteristics or on particular groups of people? Please explain your views and provide any evidence or examples where possible.
This could include impacts on people of different ages, disabilities, genders, gender identities, ethnicities, religions or beliefs, sexual orientations, people who are pregnant or on maternity leave, or people who are married or in a civil partnership.


Question 17: In your opinion what would be the impact of the new policy on the Welsh language, particularly in areas with high populations of Welsh language speakers? 



Question 18: What, in your opinion, would be the likely effects of the proposed policy changes and associated planning tests on the Welsh language?  We are particularly interested in any likely effects on opportunities to use the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English. 
· Do you think that there are opportunities to promote any positive effects?
· Do you think that there are opportunities to mitigate any adverse effects?  



Question 19: In your opinion, could the proposed policy changes and associated planning tests be formulated or changed to:
· have positive effects or more positive effects on using the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English; or 
· mitigate any negative effects on using the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English?



Question 20: We have asked some specific questions. If you have any other relevant evidence that you believe would assist the Welsh Government in developing future policy on electricity networks in Wales, please provide this.




Responses to consultations may be made public. Your response will be anonymous. However, if you would like your name to be published alongside your response, please insert an x in the box.
	I agree to my name being published alongside my response to this consultation.
	





