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Compliance.

Category:

Data standards.

Title:

Introduction of the Office of National Statistics’ (ONS) Register of Geographic
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Welsh Government.

Welsh Government contacts:

Amir Ramzan,
Senior Manager, Digital Health Standards,
Health, Social Care and Early Years Group,
Welsh Government,
Cathays Park,
Cardiff.
CF10 3NQ.
Email: amir.ramzan@gov.wales
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Guidance document

Dear Colleagues,

Welsh Government recognises the need to implement a standardised coding
structure for geographic data.

The Office of National Statistics implemented a coding and naming policy on 1st
January 2011 in the form of its register of geographic codes. This register
consists of a simple nine-character alpha-numeric coding structure at its centre.
The register of geographic codes, coding structure and policy are designed so
that codes cannot be re-used or changed solely because of a name change.

As such, Welsh Government is formally mandating the use of the register of
geographic codes across NHS Wales bodies as a structural standard for coding
geographic data in all IT and digital systems/services.

Adoption of the register of geographic codes provides a definitive list of UK
geographies used for official statistics. The Office of National Statistics maintains
this listing of geographies, coordinates the issue of new codes, and maintains
the relationship between active and archived code ranges on behalf of the
Government Statistical Service. The register of geographic codes should be
used in conjunction with the code history database.

The use of this standard will improve the consistency and reliability of held
geographic data as well as interoperability improvements with the sharing of
geographic data in Wales.

Adoption of the register of geographic codes as a foundational standard aligns
NHS Wales bodies strategically with partners across the UK.
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Yours sincerely,

Mike Emery,
Director for Digital and Technology,
Digital Transformation/Chief Digital Officer,
Health, Social Care and Early Years Group,
Welsh Government.

This document may not be fully accessible.
For more information refer to our accessibility statement.
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