Our Vision for North Wales and
the North East Wales Metro
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Foreword by Ken Skates AM

Cabinet Secretary for Economy .
and Infrastructure

There is huge potential to deliver economic
growth in North Wales and to add value to the
Welsh and UK economy. A modern, high quality
transport system is fundamental to achieving
this, connecting businesses to markets,
facilitating trade, exchange andtravel. I am
committed to investing in transport in North
Wales to ensure this region of Wales is a
competitive and connected component of

the Northern Powerhouse.

Ourinvestment in transport must deliver
social, environmental and cultural benefits
to make North Wales a great place to

live and work. Abandoning more isolated
communities to a life that is wholly dependent
on the private motor vehicle is economically,
ethically and environmentally unacceptable.
[ have committed an additional £50 million
to move forward our plans for the North East
Wales Metro. This is on top of the substantial
commitments for North Wales set out in the
National Transport Finance Plan 2015 which
will also contribute to achieving our aims.

We have an ambitious vision for transport in
North Wales but we cannot achieve this on

our own. We will engage and collaborate with
public, private and third sector partners across
Wales and the rest of the UK to deliver on our
commitments.

2 K _g M

North Wales -
Opportunities for Growth
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Our Commitment

We are committed to delivering a transport
system in North Wales that is internationally
focused and facilitates a region that is
ambitious, engaged and connected to the
wider world. It will work for:

People - Enable people to live healthy and
independent lives, with equality of opportunity
and access to jobs and services, enabling
people into employment and sustaining jobs.

Businesses - Provide the conditions to
maximise economic development and
employment access to markets in Wales,

the rest of the UK and beyond, stimulating
innovation and growth for a modern economy.

Communities - Connect communities to
facilities, jobs and services through sustainable
and resilient infrastructure that supports
socially cohesive and resilient communities.

Environment - Encompass sustainable
development principles with a transport
network that is integrated and sustainable.




Our Vision for an Integrated Transport Network
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North East Wales Metro and Cross-Border Connections

There are strong links between the economy

of North East Wales and that of North West NORTH EAST WALES/ WIRRAL  WIRRAL 2 )
England. The 2011 census recorded significant MERSEY DEE AREA B o oo
cross-border commuter flows amounting to CROSS-BORDER JOURNEY TO WORK

ORIGIN-DESTINATION MOVEMENTS

Location of usual residence and place of work by sex (MSOA level)

one million journeys per month. Significant
daily flows to work are from North Wales to
Chester and Cheshire (17,500), to Merseyside RHYL/

RHUDDLAN
(3,5600) and to Greater Manchester (2,200). FIOYSER

ELLESMERE PORT
C=_—=_—==0

Similarly about 20,000 workers cross the
border each day into Wales. There are also
around 3,000 commuter trips from North
East Wales to Shropshire daily highlighting
the importance of cross-border links to the
English Midlands®.

DEESIDE'

BUCKLEY

Cross-border routes through North East % -
Wales are important for road freight transport, 'J =
particularly for freight between mainland Wales - England  memmm—m -
Europe, England and Ireland. There are England - Wales - -
also important local and regional strategic Number of Journeys

. All usual residents aged 16 and over in — () w
transport links to and from North East Wales employment the week before the census 3%
to North West Wales, Llangollen, Corwen and e —— §§ z
to Mid, South and West Wales. Souce :NOWAS data 01 ) g o
A selection of the complex cross-border % ©
commuter movements within the Mersey Dee s {0
area are illustrated here. e gl

Car 0
December 2016 & includes the urban areas of Brymbo, Bwihgwyn, Coedpoeth,

Grestord, Gwersyllr, Liay, Minera, Rhostylien, Rossett and

mL Weesham Industrial Estate

4“www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk Commuting Patterns in the
United Kingdom, 2011 Census
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Many of the key employment sites on both
sides of the border are not well served by

public transport with resulting congestion and

delays on the road network as people choose
to drive to work and reduced employment
opportunities for those who rely on public
transport. The potential for future job growth
is substantial in the cross-border area with

an estimated 45,000-55,000 increase in jobs
over the next 20 years. Improvements to public

transport systems and the road network will

be needed to cater for the resulting increased

demand on our transport networks.

We will work with authorities across the
border, most notably Cheshire West and
Chester Council, the Liverpool City Region
Combined Authority, the Cheshire and
Warrington Local Enterprise Partnership,
Transport for the North and Midlands
Connect. Working together, we will deliver
a joined up public transport system that
meets the needs of people in both Wales
and England and provides fast, frequent
and reliable services to existing and
planned employment opportunities.

The North East Wales Integrated Transport
Task Force, established by the Welsh
Government in 2013, developed a possible
network for a Metro in the North East Wales
travel to work area. This is shown here.

TRAVEL TO WORK AREA

INTEGRATED TRANSIT NETWORK VISION FOR NORTH EAST WALES
ERPOOL

————  SITEBUSLINK
CORE MATRIX BUS LINKS
E PARK & RIDE/PARK & SHARE
H] HUB/INTERCHANGE
. KEY EMPLOYMENT ZONE

N.B. Other coloured lines represent key frequent
rail corridors

The Task Force included representatives from
the public, business and third sectors across
the Wales — England border. The Task Force
work has influenced projects we are currently
taking forward and we will build on this work
as we develop in collaboration with partners
our plans for the North East Wales Metro.
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Whilst our plans are being developed we are
already investing in key projects. These will
contribute to the achievement of our longer
term aims for improvements to rail and road
capacity and resilience, active travel facilities
and schemes to facilitate the development of
and support for bus, rail and air services.

Maps 1and 2 reflect some of the main projects
we are currently developing. Further major
schemes will need to be to be developed

and taken forward to deliver our transport
vision and modernise transport services and
infrastructure.

Highway schemes currently being
developed are for:

1. Athird crossing over the Menai Straits
to provide additional capacity, improve
resilience and reduce congestion. Works
could start by end 2020.

2. A55 Abergwyngregyn to Tai'r Meibion
improvement will upgrade this section to
current standards and improve drainage,
resilience and safety. Works are planned to
startin 2017.

3. A55 Junctions 15 and 16 replacement of
the roundabouts with grade separated
junctions to improve safety and journey time
reliability. Works could start in 2019.

. A55/A494/A548 Deeside Corridor

Improvement package of measures
including highway scheme to improve
connectivity, safety and resilience and
reduce congestion on a key strategic link
into North Wales. A public consultation
on two options is being held March-June
2017 with a preferred route expected to
be announced before end of 2017.

. A494 River Dee Bridge Improvement

provision of a new bridge which will allow
an upgrade of the existing bridge which is
in poor structural condition.

. A487 Caernarfon to Bontnewydd Bypass

willimprove connectivity and road safety,
reduce congestion and reduce traffic in built
up areas. Works could start late 2017.

A48T Pont ar Dyfi, Machynlleth construction
of a new bridge upstream of the existing
historic bridge to improve connectivity and
resilience. The existing bridge is unsuitable
for current traffic volumes and is prone

to closure due to flooding. Works could
startin 2017.

. A483 Junctions 4 and 5 improvements

development of options to improve capacity
at key junctions with the A483 trunk road

to west of Wrexham to facilitate potential
employment and housing development.

10.

1.

12.

A483/A5 Halton Junction improvement
development of a scheme to improve
capacity and reduce queuing.

Abb5 to Holyhead Port improvement
development of a scheme to improve access
onto the Ab5 for vehicles leaving Holyhead
Port, to reduce congestion and delay,
especially for freight vehicles and to improve
conditions for local road users.

A55 Route Study study of existing and
projected traffic issues on Ab5 across
North Wales taking account of key strategic
economic growth and development
opportunities and identification of options
to accommodate increased traffic where
appropriate.

A483 Route Study study of existing and
projected traffic issues between A483
Gledrid Roundabout, Chirk and Rossett
Interchange, taking account of key strategic
economic growth and development
opportunities and identification of options
to accommodate increased traffic where
appropriate.
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A third crossing over the Menai

A55 Junctions 12 and 13 Abergwyngregyn to
Tai'r Meibion Improvement

A55 Junctions 15 and 16 improvement schemes
A55/A494/A548 Deeside Corridor Improvement
A494 River Dee Bridge Improvement

A487 Caernarfon to Bontnewydd

A487 Pont ar Dyfi, Machynlleth

A483 Junctions 4 and 5 Improvements
A483/A5 Halton junction improvement

AS55 to Holyhead Port Improvement

AS5 Route Study

_,:_)/,) A483 Route Study

Moving North i
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Map 1: Highway Schemes
Under Development
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Rail and integrated transport schemes
currently being developed are for:

1.

Capacity Improvements, Chester Station
development of options to accommodate
increased number of rail services through
the station.

Integrated Transport Hubs and Improved
Rail Access, Deeside development of options
to improve access by rail, bus and active
travel to key employment sites in Deeside.

Integrated Transport Hubs, Wrexham
development of options to improve rail /
bus / active travel interchange at Wrexham
General Station and other key locations
within the Wrexham catchment area.

Electrification of the North Wales Coast
Main Line continue to work with partners
to make the case for investment by the UK
Government in this scheme to improve
access to HS2 and the wider UK market.

Rail Capacity Improvements between
Wrexham and Chester development of
options for further capacity improvements
to facilitate additional rail services.

10.

Signalling and Linespeed Improvements
on the North Wales Coast Main Line to be
delivered by Network Rail and will facilitate
faster and more reliable rail journeys.

Linespeed Improvements on the Wrexham-
Bidston Line development of options to
facilitate faster and more reliable rail journeys.

Holyhead Port Rail Freight Facilities work with
partners to identify opportunities to develop
rail freight facilities at Holyhead Port and
promote transfer of freight from road to rail.

New Wales and Borders Franchise continue
preparation of specification for new franchise
to operate from 2018.

Direct Rail Services to Liverpool via Halton
Curve development of services between North
Wales and Liverpool via Liverpool Airport
using a re-opened Halton Curve.
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Map 2 - Rail and Integrated
Transport Schemes under
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Capacity Improvements Chester Station
Integrated Transport Hubs and Improved Rail Access
Integrated Transport Hubs

Electrification of the Rail Line from
Holyhead to Chester and Crewe / Warrington

Rail Capacity Improvements between Wrexham and Chester

Signalling and Linespeed Improvements on the North Wales
Coast Main Line between Chester and Llandudno / Holyhead

Linespeed Imp s on the Bidston Line
Holyhead Port - Rail Freight Facilities

New Wales and Borders Franchise
(applies to all the rail lines in North Wales)

Direct Rail Services to Liverpool via Halton Chord
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