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The way that people look after animals in Wales is 
really important.

 This means we want all animals to:

•	 be protected from pain, suffering, injury and diseases;

•	 have the right shelters and places to live;

•	 have healthy diets; and

•	 everything else they need to have healthy normal lives.
 
Animal health and welfare is important for everyone.

The way that animals are looked after, bred, and cared for can make 
a real difference to people’s lives. 

This is because it can stop the spread of diseases, help create 
extra jobs in communities and make the farming industry in Wales 
stronger. 

What animals will this affect?

The framework will cover the health and welfare 
of:

•	 all farm livestock like cows and sheep;

•	 all kinds of pets;

•	 working animals like horses or sheep dogs;

•	 animals involved in sports like horses; and

•	 animals that are a part of aquaculture or 
aquafarming like salmon, shellfish or others.

It will also cover wildlife where anything we do such 
as farming could affect their health or welfare or 
where there is a risk of disease.

This booklet tells you about the new Animal Health 
and Welfare Framework for Wales.  

It sets out our plans to make sure that animal health 
and welfare is the best it can be. 

It’s a 10 year plan that we will check up on regularly. 

Introduction

The Welsh Government wants to make sure that animal health and 
welfare is the best it can be.
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Having all the steps in place to make sure 
that animal health and welfare improves 
across Wales is really important but we can’t 
do this alone.
 
Having this new framework in place means 
that Wales has the tools to:

•	 help everyone work together better;

•	 help everyone understand their part 
and responsibility to improve animals 
health and welfare;

•	 help us to step in and enforce 
improvements if we think animals are 
not being looked after as they should 
be;

•	 help protect against the spread of 
disease;

•	 help us focus on the end results we 
want to see in animals lives; and

•	 make sure that all government policies 
and services are working together to 
improve animal health and welfare.
 

There are five different goals that this new framework has as its vision 
for animal health and welfare across Wales. 

Our Commitment!

 
We call these direct impacts because they are the main result and 
goals of this new framework.

Our vision

 
We call these indirect impacts because they are not the main goals 
of the framework but we believe they will happen.
 

 

1. Wales has healthy productive animals.
 

2. Animals in Wales have a good quality of life.
 

3. People trust and have confidence in the way food is produced 
     and the way public health is protected.

 

4. Wales has more jobs, businesses and a growing thriving economy.
 

5. Wales has a high quality environment.
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1. We will let everyone know about the benefits of 
animal health and welfare.
 
Having high standards and looking after animals well is 
really important and making sure everyone knows the 
benefits of this can help stop disease and improve the lives 
of animals.

 

 Our Principles 

To help us reach our goals for this vision we have five key principles 
that we will work to.
 

2. We will make sure that everyone knows 
and understands the part they play and the 
responsibility they have for animal health and 
welfare.
 
This framework gives everyone the same steps to 
follow to meet our goals. This includes:

•	 people who are animal owners or keepers; 

•	 industry organisations who support animal owners; 

•	 vets; 

•	 government departments; and 

•	 others.
 

3. We will work in partnership with government 
departments, businesses and farming so we all have the 
same goals.

Everyone working together is a key part of making sure that 
we reach our goals.

 4. We will make sure that there is a clearer 
understanding of the costs and benefits of animal 
health and welfare.
 
Stepping in early saves money and time in the future. 

 5. We will make sure that standards are 
delivered and enforced in the best way to 
reach our goals.

We don’t want lots of extra paperwork but we 
do want this to work and make a difference. 
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Focusing 
on results 

There are many different 
ways that we can show 
that this new framework is 
doing what we want it to 
do.

Focusing on the results will 
show us how the actions 
we are taking and the 
resources we are using 
are making a difference.

 
The Wales Animal Health and Welfare Framework Group.
This group is made up of professionals and leaders in animal health and welfare issues. They will:

•	 help everyone to work together better;

•	 look at any issues or concerns that could make a difference to animal health;

•	 speak up and challenge new policies to make sure they help us reach our goals;

•	 make sure the framework is being monitored and looked at regularly so that changes can be 
made if they need to be; and

•	 keep links between industry organisations, and groups that focus on wider issues like 
education, health, poverty and other rural issue. 

The Wales Animal Health and Welfare Framework Monitoring Team 
This team will be based at the Chief Veterinary Office. They will:

•	 support The Wales Animal Health and Welfare Framework Group;

•	 make sure this framework is set in place and has all the updates and reviews that it needs to 
work properly;

•	 collect all the information and data needed so we know if we are reaching our goals; and

•	 organise all plans for the framework, including making sure people know about it, it’s website 
and other advice and information.

 

How this will work Setting it up and checking it’s working

To help us make sure the framework works we have different groups and teams of people to help.

The new database

This will help everyone to work together, share information and know what’s going on. We will have 
one place where everyone can register their interest in the framework and this list will become our 
database for sharing information and updates.
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 Planning and reporting

Every year we will send out a report on: 

•	 how the framework is working;

•	 what areas we need to do more work on; 

•	 the actions we are going to take; and 

•	 who is responsible for doing what. 
 

There are plenty of ways that you can get involved.

 How you can get involved!
 

You can join the network so you get up-to-date information by 
registering you name and address on the new database.
 
You can also find out more information on our website:

www.wales.gov.uk/ahwframework

or, we can send you the registration form by contacting us at:  
WAHFG@wales.gsi.gov.uk

Address:
Wales Animal Health and Welfare Framework Team
Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer
Welsh Government Buildings
Cathays Park
Cardiff
CF10 3NQ

follow us on twitter @CVOWales
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