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Burning Management Plan for Wales
Supporting Technical Guidance

These guidance notes are to help the landowner/manager to draw up
a Burning Management Plan as required by the Heather and Grass etc.
Burning (Wales) Regulations 2008 and the Heather and Grass Burning
Code for Wales 2008.

N7 Creating a burning plan map

The first task should be to acquire a map of the land on which you intend
to carry out burning. A copy of your IACS map should be used if you are

a registered holding, otherwise a standard Ordnance Survey map at 1:25000
will be suitable.

Nl Deduction of no burn areas

Establish and mark clearly on the map those sensitive areas that should
not be burnt, i.e. no burn areas. Calculate the area of no-burn zones and
deduct this from your total in Step 1. This will give you the total area

of burnable vegetation.
Deduct areas that are generally classed as no burn areas, these are:

m Peat bog and wet moor/heath; wet ground; peat haggs and other
areas with exposed peat; areas dominated by bog-mosses, liverworts
and/or lichens (see Annex 1 for definitions of bog mosses, heather
heath, wet heath, blanket and raised bog)

m Wet ground (see definition for valley mire and flushes)
m Woodland and scrub

m Maritime/coastal heaths; maritime/coastal grasslands (see definition
for western heath, heather heath and maritime grassland + heath)

m Large areas of old rank heather

m Heath vegetation severely suppressed by livestock;
wind-pruned vegetation



m Eroding and very shallow soils (less than 5cm deep); erosion gullies
m Areas where fire sensitive’ species are known to occur

m High altitude sites [above 600m]
(see definition for montane heath and grassland)

m Steep slopes (of 1in 2 or greater)

m Scree and other rocky slopes

m A 10m strip parallel to watercourses

m Archaeological/historic sites and features

m Areas identified as no-burn by the Fire & Rescue Service

The list above includes some sensitive areas, some of which may be burnt in
some circumstances. You must seek technical advice from the Department
of Rural Affairs (Welsh Assembly Government) or the Countryside Council
for Wales (CCW) before doing so as serious long-term damage may result.

For a fuller description of the above please refer to Annex 1 of the
Burning Code.

Be aware that burning in itself is not an effective means of controlling:

1 Common Gorse - burning is of little benefit for long-term control.
Its effect is to bring about a break in seed dormancy resulting in the
appearance of young seedlings as a carpet to re-invade the burnt area.

2 Bracken - burning is of no benefit. Burning of dead litter is unlikely to
affect the buds below the surface.

3 Purple moor grass (Molinia) - there is little long-term benefit to burning
purple moor grass unless part of a restoration programme.

You are advised therefore not to include areas dominated by these species
within a burning programme.



NP1 IC Frequency of burning - rotation length

State your burning rotation length in years. The burning rotation indicates
how many years it will take to burn all the vegetation included in the plan.
Frequency of burning will depend on the type of vegetation you are burning

and local climate and environmental conditions.

Assess various vegetation types based on the categories below:







Mixed communities

Where heather is present and desirable, manage as if it were all
heather. Too frequent burning destroys the range of species and
hastens their subsequent replacement by unwanted coarse grasses.

The frequency of burning where vegetation is made up of a range of
heathers, grass and other species depends on the relative dominance
and desirability of each within the overall management objective.

N 7= o X8 Calculate the annual burning area

The annual burning area is calculated by dividing the total area of burnable

vegetation calculated in Step 2 by the rotation length stated in Step 3.

N s BB Planning patch burning and firebreaks

When preparing the plan it is not necessary to mark individual patches on

a map as the actual location is likely to be dependant on factors such as
weather and ground conditions on the day. The plan should show the
blocks where burning/cutting management is permitted and indicate the
number and size of patches to be managed annually. You may wish to
annotate this with general information about patch shape and distribution.
A more detailed plan of burn locations can be drawn up annually and given
to whoever is carrying out the work.









Step 6 Establish a grazing regime

Establish a grazing regime that will maintain the vegetation in the desired
condition once it has been burnt. The type and level of grazing required

will depend on the vegetation being managed.




