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Marine Planning for Wales:  
Wales’ Marine Evidence Report

Strategic Scoping Exercise (SSE) 
This exercise was undertaken in 2014 to identify the best currently available evidence on Welsh seas. 
It collates available evidence and highlights marine issues. 
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The Strategic Scoping Exercise (SSE) was 
informed by two main sources:

• The Charting Progress 2 (2010) report, which 
is a comprehensive report of UK marine 
research and monitoring by the UK Marine 
Monitoring and Assessment community

• The 2012 initial assessment of UK seas that 
forms part of the Marine Strategy Part One.  

The evidence that the SSE collated, has resulted 
in the production of Wales’ Marine Evidence 
Report (WMER) and will inform the Welsh 
National Marine Plan (WNMP). 

The Welsh National Marine Plan  

Summary of Wales’ Marine 
Evidence Report (WMER) 
This document provides a summary overview of 
the topics covered by the WMER and presents 
some of the key findings alongside maps 
showing our current understanding and use of 
our marine natural resources.

In addition to the WMER, the Welsh 
Government marine planning portal provides 
access to a wide range of data layers 

showing the distribution and use of marine 
natural resources in Wales. This online tool 
can be accessed at: http://gov.wales/topics/
environmentcountryside/marineandfisheries/
marine-planning/other-supporting-evidence/
evidence-portal/?lang=en

For further information on marine planning 
in Wales, see: http://gov.wales/topics/
environmentcountryside/marineandfisheries/
marine-planning/?lang=en
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Figure 1: The Welsh National Plan – Inshore and Offshore Regions 
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Figure 2: Relevant Development Plans Assessed for the Welsh National Marine Plan
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Figure 3: Groups, networks and forums with Welsh coastal/marine interests: 2015 

CONTENTS



8

Figure 4: COASTAL COMMUNITIES
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Figure 5: Coastal Communities Typology Groups  
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Figure 6: CLIMATE CHANGE
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Figure 7: Potential changes to sea surface temperature (2070-2099)  
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Figure 8: Potential changes to sea surface salinity (2070-2099)
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Figure 9: COASTAL CHANGE and FLOODING
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Figure 10: WATER QUALITY
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Figure 11: River Basin Management Plans Areas  
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Figure 12: Water Framework Directive – Overall Status of Water Bodies
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Figure 13: Aquaculture and Shellfish Water Designations
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Figure 14: GEODIVERSITY
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Figure 15: NATURE CONSERVATION and BIODIVERSITY
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Figure 16: Marine Protected Areas
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Figure 17: Seabed sediments
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Figure 18: Bathymetry
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Figure 19: Mean Spring Tidal Range
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Figure 20: Mean Spring Tidal Flow
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Figure 21: Marine Annex 1 Habitats
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Figure 22: Broadscale Habitats – Subtidal 
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Figure 23: Grey Seal breeding grounds in Welsh waters 
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Figure 24: Marine and Coastal areas of Interest for Birds
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Figure 25: HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
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Figure 26: Protected Coastal Landscape and Heritage Features
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Figure 27: SEASCAPE
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Figure 28: Welsh National Seascape Units
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Figure 29: Sea Surface Visibility 

CONTENTS



34

Figure 30: AIR QUALITY
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Figure 31: NOISE
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Figure 32: AGGREGATES
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Figure 33: Aggregates, Dredge Areas & Open Disposal Sites
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Figure 34: AQUACULTURE
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Figure 35: DEFENCE
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Figure 36: DREDGING
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Figure 37: ENERGY
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Figure 38: Nuclear, Oil, Gas and Coal Gasification 
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Figure 39: Renewable Energy 
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Figure 40: TOURISM and RECREATION 
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Figure 41: Tourism 
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Figure 42: FISHING
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Figure 43: TELECOMMUNICATION CABLING
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Figure 44: Telecommunication Cabling
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Figure 45: PORTS and SHIPPING
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Figure 46: Shipping Density and Port Locations
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Figure 47: SURFACE and WASTE WATER
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