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Marine Planning for Wales:
Wales’ Marine Evidence Report

Strategic Scoping Exercise (SSE)

This exercise was undertaken in 2014 to identify the best currently available evidence on Welsh seas.
It collates available evidence and highlights marine issues.

The Strategic Scoping Exercise (SSE) was ® The 2012 initial assessment of UK seas that
informed by two main sources: forms part of the Marine Strategy Part One.

e The Charting Progress 2 (2010) report, which The evidence that the SSE collated, has resulted

is a comprehensive report of UK marine in the production of Wales’ Marine Evidence
research and monitoring by the UK Marine Report (WMER) and will inform the Welsh
Monitoring and Assessment community National Marine Plan (WNMP).

The Welsh National Marine Plan
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Summary of Wales’ Marine showing the distribution and use of marine

: natural resources in Wales. This online tool
Evidence Report (WMER> can be accessed at: http://gov.wales/topics/

This document provides a summary overview of environmentcountryside/marineandfisheries/
the topics covered by the WMER and presents marine-planning/other-supporting-evidence/
some of the key findings alongside maps evidence-portal/?lang=en

showing our current understanding and use of

. For further information on marine planning
our marine natural resources.

in Wales, see: http://gov.wales/topics/
In addition to the WMER, the Welsh environmentcountryside/marineandfisheries/
Government marine planning portal provides marine-planning/?lang=en

access to a wide range of data layers
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Figure 1: The Welsh National Plan — Inshore and Offshore Regions
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Figure 2: Relevant Development Plans Assessed for the Welsh National Marine Plan
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Figure 3: Groups, networks and forums with Welsh coastal/marine interests: 2015
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Figure 4: COASTAL COMMUNITIES
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Figure 5: Coastal Communities Typology Groups
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Figure 6: CLIMATE CHANGE
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Figure 7: Potential changes to sea surface temperature (2070-2099)
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Figure 8: Potential changes to sea surface salinity (2070-2099)
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Figure 9: COASTAL CHANGE and FLOODING
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Figure 10: WATER QUALITY

WATER QUALITY

in turn leads to
increased
sediment load
and sewerage
——— overflows

clean, healthy, safe,
productive and

biologically diverse
marine environment

clean water
supply, sewerage

and waste water
disposal network

| |

| [ . ) |

Water Framework 1+ | Target to achieve |

Directive .| and maintain : UDTD
: : ' | Good Environmental | ! Iver Basin
established protection ! !
for ground, | Status (GES) I Management Plans
surface, transitional | | | for Welsh Seas by |/ published in
and coastal waters L 2020 : December 2015

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

J |

| |

. \ \ o,
i I I - -
Increased flooding | Increased demand " | MSFD vision of

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

IMPROVING
quality of ground
and surface water,
rivers and estuaries,
inlets, bays and
coastal waters

Developments at
coast and sea

can have adverse
effects on

coastal and offshore
water quality

TOURISM and

recreation, fishing
and shell-fishing
all rely on a healthy
marine environment

ISSUES @ TRENDS ® | STATUS

CONTENTS




Figure 11: River Basin Management Plans Areas
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Figure 12: Water Framework Directive — Overall Status of Water Bodies
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Figure 13: Aquaculture and Shellfish Water Designations
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Figure 14: GEODIVERSITY
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Figure 15: NATURE CONSERVATION and BIODIVERSITY
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Figure 16: Marine Protected Areas
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Figure 17: Seabed sediments
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Figure 18: Bathymetry
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Figure 19: Mean Spring Tidal Range
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Figure 20: Mean Spring Tidal Flow
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Figure 21: Marine Annex 1 Habitats
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Figure 22: Broadscale Habitats — Subtidal
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Figure 23: Grey Seal breeding grounds in Welsh waters
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Figure 24: Marine and Coastal areas of Interest for Birds

~—y]

o
a*
o

ENGLAND

[ ] Important Bird Area (BirdLife International)

[0 RSPB Reserve
SPAs (inshore)

— 12nm limit

wweee-eee Welsh Marine Planning Area Boundary

kilometres

0 25 50

@ Crown Copyright and database right 2015.
Ordnance Survey 100021874

Cartographics  Welsh Government « ML110V14.15
Data source : Natural Resources Wales & RSPE

February 2015

CONTENTS



Figure 25: HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
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Figure 26: Protected Coastal Land

scape and Heritage Features
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Figure 27: SEASCAPE
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Figure 28: Welsh National Seascape Units

The assessment consists of a national
overview, and a regional scale breakdown of
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all Wales according to land-sea inter-visibility
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in relation to their sensitivity to offshore
developments

34
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Figure 29: Sea Surface Visibility

&

HIGH

——— 12nm limit

WALES

ENGLAND

Low
0

kilometres
e —

25 50

© Crown Copyright and database right 2014.
Ordnance Survey 100021874

Cartographics ® Welsh Government « ML/110/14.15
Data source : Natural Resources Wales

December 2014

CONTENTS



Figure 30: AIR QUALITY
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Figure 31: NOISE
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Figure 32: AGGREGATES
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Figure 33: Aggregates, Dredge Areas & Open Disposal Sites

f/ S~ )

INSET A

INSET A

IRELAND

INSET B

2
[ ] Aggregates Application T Areas of Future Technical Opportunity
; kilometres
9 Aggregates Licences for Marine Aggregate for the Welsh Coast e m—
Aggregates Options — 12nm limit
w_w Aggregate Ports e Welsh Marine Planning Area Boundary
© Crown Copyright and database right 2014.
L - Dredge Areas " gnt:lnance Stjn/ey 10%(:21874
Cartographics e Welsh Government  ML/110/14.15
B Open Disposal Sites bate ”“"e‘cg“;tzgzr"zz';z

CONTENTS



Figure 34: AQUACULTURE

ISSUES © TRENDS @ | STATUS

There are NINE
AQUACULTURE
BUSINESSES
across 1 3 sites
Employing 23 FTE

[ Plan to DOUBLE |

output by2020

1000-2000t finfish
8000-16001 shellfish

. @

POTENTIAL

co-existence issues with

EUROPEAN
Marine sites

‘Bulk of Welsh |
production is live

MUSSELS

é; 370/0 of
‘ UK tonnage |

Continuing export to |
MAINLAND

EUROPE
of bulk of

PRODUCTION

Research to assess

SPATIAL

opportunities
for expansion of

&l AQUACULTURE

AQUACULTURE

Welsh Government
IS SUPPORTING

innovation

U
and e
growth  fusieskom

| SWANSEA BAY |

Reintroduction and
habitat restoration

OPPORTUNITIES:

native oysters to

POTENTIAL

Eutrophication

live escapes
parasites & disease

CONTENTS



Figure 35: DEFENCE
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Figure 36: DREDGING
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Figure 37: ENERGY
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Figure 38: Nuclear, Oil, Gas and Coal Gasification
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Figure 39: Renewable Energy
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Figure 40: TOURISM and RECREATION
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Figure 41: Tourism
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Figure 42: FISHING

FISHING

v

Primary activity

CATCHING of

o @ &7

FISH and

4d
SHELLFISH B

Review of legislation

TO SUPPORT

sustainable
fishing
industry

Challenge to gather

RANGE of

for this sector

'Secondary activity

PROCESSING

DISTRIBUTION
and SALE

Intention to
develop capacity
and + VALUE

to PROCESSING
and RETAILING

How to increase the
consumption

of locally
caught
produce

33 Fishing ports
382 Boats <10m

35 Boats >10m

>/

Recreational Sea
Angling

a growth N
sector for )
FISHING and

TOURISM

ACHIEVING
VIABLE and
SUSTAINABLE

FISHERIES @,

CONTENTS




Figure 43: TELECOMMUNICATION CABLING
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Figure 44: Telecommunication Cabling
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Figure 45: PORTS and SHIPPING
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Figure 46: Shipping Density and Port Locations
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Figure 47: SURFACE and WASTE WATER
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