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 Glastir Woodland Creation Verifiable Standards 

Requirements 

 

The Welsh Government is committed to planting more trees in Wales through GWC to deliver a wide range of benefits, to: 
 

 Provide shelter for livestock and buildings from severe weather. 

 Control livestock movement by fencing out and planting inaccessible areas e.g. steep dingles. 

 Grow a sustainable supply of fuelwood and timber e.g. for construction and fencing. 

 Establish habitats for wildlife. 

 Reduce the risk of downstream flooding and siltation in watercourses. 

 Screen out noise pollution e.g. from roads and railways. 

 Introduction of new opportunities to enable the establishment of agroforestry systems. 
 

In order to achieve these commitments, the contract holder must ensure: 

 

 There should be no browsing damage and no evidence that the area protected from grazing has been used by livestock 

 There should be no cropping within the contract area. 

 Maintain the trees planted in accordance with normal sustainable forest management practices. 

 There should be reasonable height growth each year so that by five years old trees are 5 to 6 feet (1.5 to 1.8m) tall or higher. 

 A weed free area should be maintained around the base of each tree for three years following the final Capital Works claim for planting. 

 Protect the trees planted against damage and competition from weeds, insects, pests and browsing animals such as rabbits, hares and, for 
agroforestry, sheep. 

 Trees which fail to thrive should be replaced. 

 The maintenance grant is based on periodic weeding and replacement of dead trees with new ones. 
 

Description of Breach Severity Extent Permanence 

Evidence of livestock within the contract area 
 

Low – Area stock excluded but 
stock broken in 
 

High – Area not stock excluded 

 

Measurable Rectifiable 2 

Permanent 

 

Evidence of cropping within the contract area 
 

High Measurable Rectifiable 2 

Permanent 

 

Commitment requires sales and transfers to be notified within 30 
days. 
 
 
 

Low – Notification received, but 
not within 30 days. 
 

Medium – No notification received. 

 

Extent  1 Rectifiable 1 

 

Evidence the contract area has not been created  

Eligibility 
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Evidence the contract area has not been maintained 
 
 
 

Low – no maintenance but no 
impact on tree establishment 
 

High – no maintenance carried out, 
with impact on tree establishment 
 

Measurable Rectifiable 2 

Permanent 

 

Is an up-to-date completed activity diary available for inspection? 
 

Low – Up to and including 5 
activity entries missing 
 
Medium – More than 5 activity 
entries missing 
 
High – No records 

Extent 1 Rectifiable 1 

Rectifiable 2 

Permanent 

 


