2020 (WG20-36)
CORONAVIRUS ACT 2020

Disapplication of Changing School
Session Times Requirements
(Wales) Notice 2020

The Welsh Ministers, in exercise of the powers
conferred by section 38(1) of, and paragraph 7 of
Schedule 17 to, the Coronavirus Act 2020(1), issue the
following notice.

Specified period

1. In this notice “specified period” means the period
of 30 days beginning with 26 June 2020.

Disapplication of changing school session times
requirements

2. Regulations 3 and 4 of the Changing of School
Session Times (Wales) Regulations 2009(2) (“the 2009
Regulations”) are disapplied for the specified period.

Reasons for issuing the notice

3.—(1) The Welsh Ministers consider that the issuing
of this notice is an appropriate and proportionate action
in all the circumstances relating to the incidence or
transmission of coronavirus for the following reasons.

(2) Since 20 March 2020 schools have remained open
only for vulnerable children and children of critical
workers in order to reduce the spread of coronavirus.
Schools are now planning to increase their operations
from 29 June 2020 to enable learners to check in, catch
up and prepare for the summer and start of the next
school year.

(3) School sessions times for maintained schools are
usually determined by the governing body and may in
some circumstances be determined by a local authority
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under section 32C of the Education Act 2002(1).
Regulation 3 of the 2009 Regulations sets out a
procedure for the changing of school session times by a
local authority and regulation 4 sets out a procedure for
the changing of school session times by the governing
body of a maintained school.

(4) As a consequence of the need to take disease
control measures, including limits on the numbers of
pupils who may attend school at any one time, school
session times may need to change when school
operations increase on 29 June. It will not be possible
for governing bodies and local authorities to comply
with the requirements of regulations 3 and 4 of the 2009
Regulations in the time available before 29 June and
further adjustments to school session times may be
desirable later in the light of the experience of operating
schools under current circumstances.

Signed by Kirsty Williams
Minister for Education, one of the Welsh Ministers

12:22 p.m. on 25 June 2020

1) 2002 c. 32. Section 32C was inserted by section 42 of the
Education (Wales) Act 2014 (anaw 5).



