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Gwasanaeth amgylchedd hanesyddol Llywodraeth Cymru yw Cadw, sy’n gweithio i sicrhau 
bod amgylchedd hanesyddol Cymru yn hygyrch ac yn cael ei ddiogelu’n dda. 
 
Cadw is the Welsh Government's historic environment service working for an accessible 
and well-protected historic environment for Wales. 
 
Rydym yn croesawu gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg ac yn Saesneg. 
We welcome correspondence in both English and Welsh. 

 

  

 

  

 
 
 

Eich cyfeirnod 
Your reference 
 

ATISN 14075 

Ein cyfeirnod 
Our reference 
 

 

Dyddiad 
Date 

30 June 2020 

Llinell 
uniongyrchol 
Direct line   
 

 

Ebost 
Email: 

 

 
Dear , 
  
ATISN 14075 – Statue of Thomas Picton, City Hall, Cardiff 
  
Thank you for your emails of 21, 22 and 25 June requesting information held by the 
Welsh Government regarding the statue of Thomas Picton in the City Hall, Cardiff 
including: 
 

 its future location, if it is to be moved; 

 where it might be moved to, in the event of a public vote to move it; 

 whether it will be moved to a museum; and  

 the steps taken by the Welsh Government to protect the statue from 
destruction.   

You also asked for information about the discussions and reports made involving 
members of the public, elected politicians and the Welsh Government regarding: 

 Cardiff Council’s proposal to remove the statue of Sir Thomas Picton from 
City Hall; and  

 calls for the removal of the Obelisk of Sir Thomas Picton, Carmarthen and the 
HM Stanley statue, Denbigh. 
 

I can confirm that following a search of our records, we do not hold the information 
that you describe.  However, we fully recognise that some of our historic buildings, 
statues and sites are reminders of painful and distressing aspects of our history that 
can evoke strong feelings culminating in calls for such features to be removed. While 
we cannot condone historic monuments being vandalised or destroyed, we fully 
understand the strength of feeling.    
 
The current situation offers an opportunity re-examine the way such monuments are 
regarded, and to consider what they say about us, our society today and our shared 
history.  The First Minister has asked Cadw to consider how we might approach 
these challenges and to suggest actions which could be taken to reset the way 
contested designated features of our historic environment are understood. We hope 



to be in a position to make an announcement soon and I will write to you again 
shortly.  
 
In the meantime may I suggest that, if you have not already done so, you contact the 
relevant local authorities who may be able to help answer some of your queries 
about the future of the features that you have identified.   
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at: 
 
Information Rights Unit, 
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park, 
Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ 
or email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF  
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

