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1.

The Group were given an update on the work of the Marine Planning team, noting
that the previous work plan had been reviewed with some areas of work slowed or
refocussed and others progressing as planned given the current COVID situation.
WNMP |Implementation Guidance (IG) had recently been published, the Marine
Planning Portal updated, with the team now progressing locational guidance.
Additional material had also been produced to support plan accessibility, this
includes five webinars covering a number of aspects of the Marine Planning process
that Welsh Government are aiming to publish by end July. A contract was shortly
being procured to develop Sector Locational Guidance for the Aquaculture, Tidal
Stream and Wave Energy sectors.

Welsh Government are introducing two products to support implementation of the
Welsh National Marine Plan; the IG and a marine planning Governance document.
Now the IG had been published there would be a systematic update of the document
as and when appropriate. Welsh Government will notify stakeholders when an
update is planned but in the meantime feedback is via the Marine Planning mailbox.
Following publication of the WNMP, Welsh Government had produced a number of
separate supporting documents.

The Group were updated on the approach Welsh Government was taking to monitor
and report on the Welsh National Marine Plan. In January the Monitoring and
Reporting (M&R) framework had been published which outlines the broad approach
to M&R. The full set of indicators were still on track to be developed and published in
2020 and in 2022 the first M&R report will be published. In the intervening period
baseline data will be collected and new evidence gathered in relation to the
indicators. Potential indicators have been divided into three groupings; those to focus
onin the short term, medium term (through collaboration with stakeholders) and long
term.

Cross border M&R considerations were discussed. Prior to the meeting questions
had been issued to the group following discussion with the Marine Management
Organisation. Discussion took place around the merits and challenges of linking
reporting regimes for neighbouring authority Marine Plans and having something less
formal was thought to be preferable.


https://gov.wales/welsh-national-marine-plan-implementation-guidance
mailto:MarinePlanning@gov.wales

5. The group were given an update and overview of the Marine Planning Portal (MPP)
which makes available spatial evidence related to Marine Planning in Wales. The
MPP was hosted on the LLE platform which held data from both Welsh Government
and Natural Resources Wales. The MPP compiles spatial data layers that are
relevant to Marine Planning from the LLE datasets and datasets from other parties
can also be added in. Within the near future the MPP will be moved onto Datamap
Wales which will provide more functionality and was a consistent platform across
Welsh Government.

The next meeting will take place on 24 September.

Queries to: Rebecca.Rees2@qgov.wales
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