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Dear Philip and David 
 
I am grateful for the support and advice that you and your officials continue to provide to me 
to ensure we have in place a robust and fair approach to enabling our learners’ future 
progression. 
 

Whilst I am confident in the approach that you have established in Wales, working alongside 
WJEC, given developments elsewhere in the UK I now believe that the balance of fairness 
lies with awarding Centre Assessment Grades to students, despite the strengths of our 
system. 
 
As such, I am writing to you to update the Direction I provided to you on 6 April under 
Section 53 of the Qualifications Wales Act 2015 to have regard to the Welsh Ministers’ 
policy regarding the cancellation of exams and the subsequent determination of grades. 
This reflects the revised policy approach that we believe is necessary to maintaining 
confidence in our qualification system whilst being fair to students during this 
unprecedented time. 
 
Yours sincerely  
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Minister for Education   
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DIRECTION UNDER SECTION 53 OF QUALIFICATIONS (WALES) ACT 2015 WG20-42 
 
Under section 53 of the Qualifications Wales Act 2015, Qualifications Wales must have 
regard to such aspects of government policy as the Welsh Ministers may direct.  
 
A Direction by the Minister for Education, one of the Welsh Ministers, was issued to 
Qualifications Wales on 6 April regarding the Welsh Government policy that the summer 
2020 cohort of GCSE, AS, A-level and Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate 
learners should be issued with results this summer following the cancellation of the summer 
exam series. 

 
A policy statement by the Education Minister regarding the Welsh Ministers’ policy that 
Centre Assessed Grades for A level, AS level, GCSE and the Skills Challenge Certificate 
should be awarded to learners who had their exams cancelled this summer has been made 
today and is available on the Welsh Government website: https://gov.wales/statement-
minister-education-kirsty-williams 
 
Accordingly, the Minister for Education, one of the Welsh Ministers, directs Qualifications 
Wales to have regard to the following matters (which update the Direction provided on 6 
April as varied by an Addendum on 14 August and the previous directions are revoked to 
the extent that they are inconsistent with this Addendum): 

 

 the Welsh Government policy that learners are awarded their Centre Assessment 
Grades for GCSE, AS, A level and the Skills Challenge Certificate, except where grades 
already published or calculated are higher than their Centre Assessment Grade or in the 
case of A levels, their AS level grade is higher than their Centre Assessment Grade (see 
Addendum of 14 August). Where results already published are lower than the Centre 
Assessment Grade, Qualifications Wales must ensure that they are be revised to reflect 
Centre Assessment Grade and new results published as soon as possible; and 
 

 the Welsh Government policy that the appeals process is revised to reflect the awarding 
of Centre Assessment Grades. 
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