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14 August 2020  
 
Dear Philip and David 
 
I am grateful for the support and advice that you and your officials continue to provide to me 
and I recognise the particular challenges and additional pressures you have faced in the 
last few weeks.  
 
As I have said before, I am confident that the steps that you have taken and the 
arrangements that you have developed and overseen for awarding grades this summer, in 
the face of these unprecedented circumstances, provide a robust and fair approach to 
enabling our learners’ future progression. 
 

However, in light of the rapid developments in other parts of the UK in the last few days, I 
believe it is necessary to take further steps in order to ensure that learners in Wales are not 
disadvantaged by alterations made elsewhere. This is particularly important for learners 
seeking university admission this year. 
 
As such, I am writing to you to provide an addendum to the Direction I issued to you on 6 
April under Section 53 of the Qualifications Wales Act 2015 to have regard to the Welsh 
Ministers’ policy regarding the cancellation of exams and the subsequent determination of 
grades. This addendum (which is also issued under section 53) reflects the revised policy 
approach that we believe is necessary to ensure that learners in Wales are not 
disadvantaged by changes that have been made to the arrangements in other parts of the 
UK. 
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I have also asked you to consider opportunities to broaden the appeals process, and I 
understand you are working closely with the other regulators to understand the changes 
that they are considering. Further to your advice on this matter and any changes that you 
propose, I will consider whether to make an additional Direction to help you take the 
practical actions necessary to implement any revisions to the appeals process. 
 
I am confident that by continuing to work closely together we can maintain the robustness 
and credibility of our qualifications system, whilst delivering the fairest approach for our 
learners ensuring that they are not disadvantaged by circumstances outside of their control. 
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Kirsty Williams AC/AM 
Y Gweinidog Addysg  
Minister for Education   



 
ADDENDUM UNDER SECTION 53 OF QUALIFICATIONS WALES ACT 2015 TO 
DIRECTION WG20-17 MADE UNDER THAT SECTION AND ISSUED ON 06/04/2020 
 
Under section 53 of the Qualifications Wales Act 2015, Qualifications Wales must have 
regard to such aspects of government policy as the Welsh Ministers may direct.  
 
A Direction by the Minister for Education, one of the Welsh Ministers, was issued to 
Qualifications Wales on 6 April regarding the Welsh Government policy that the summer 
2020 cohort of GCSE, AS, A-level and Welsh Baccalaureate Skills Challenge Certificate 
learners should be issued with results this summer following the cancellation of the summer 
exam series. 

 
A policy statement regarding the arrangements being made for the calculation of grades 
and issuing of awards, was made on 12 August by the Education Minister and is available 
on the Welsh Government website: https://gov.wales/minister-education-guarantees-
learners-final-level-grade-cannot-be-lower-their-grade 
 
This policy statement was made to ensure that learners in Wales were not disadvantaged in 
relation to learners in other parts of the UK following changes that have been announced to 
the calculation of grades in other parts of the UK.  
 
Accordingly, the Minister for Education, one of the Welsh Ministers, directs Qualifications 
Wales to have regard to the following matters (which update the Direction provided on 6 
April): 
 

 the Welsh Government policy that a learner’s final A Level grade in summer 2020 shall 
not be lower than their AS grade. Qualifications Wales must ensure that grades that 
were calculated prior to this policy decision and are lower than a learner’s AS grade 
must be revised to reflect the grade achieved by the learner at AS level and a new 
award issued as soon as possible; 
 
 

 the Welsh Government policy that consideration should be given to amending or 
broadening the appeals process, taking into account changes that are being explored by 
regulators in England and Northern Ireland, with a view to ensuring that learners in 
Wales are not placed at a disadvantage in relation to learners in those jurisdictions. 
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