
 

 
 

 

 

 
Parc Cathays ● Cathays Park 

Caerdydd ● Cardiff 
CF10 3NQ   

 

 
 
ATISN 14440 
 
 
 

12 November 2020 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14440 – Covid19 Restrictions 
 
Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000) received on 16 October.  You requested information relating to the 
local lockdown in Conwy and national travel ban, specifically: 
  
Economic analysis, data and recommendations to Welsh Government Ministers as provided 
by The Chief Economist or other appropriate body in relation to the social and economic 
impacts and mitigation required to ensure social justice as a result of the following: 

 
1. Local County Lockdown of Conwy County BC as announced 29th September and 

implemented Thursday 1st October 2020. 
2. Imposition of National Travel Ban from high and very high (Tiers 2 & 3), Central 

Scotland and Northern Ireland implemented Friday 16th October 2020. 
 

Our response 

On 30 September, the Welsh Ministers - following meetings with local authority leaders and 
other public authorities - agreed the request of the North Wales Incident Management Team 
to, on a proactive and preventative basis, establish a Local Health Protection Area, (LHPA) 
in the County Borough of Conwy. This decision was supported by the Chief Medical Officer. 

The recommendation was to make amendments to the coronavirus regulations to provide 
for a single set of rules across all LHPAs. For each area, they: 

 prohibited households within an area from being part of an extended household with 
other households; 

 prohibited residents of an area from leaving or remaining away from the area without 
a reasonable excuse; 

 required residents of an area to work from home, unless it is not reasonably 
practicable for them to do so; 

 prohibited people outside of an area entering the area without a reasonable excuse;  

 required the restrictions and requirements introduced by these amendments for the 
area to be reviewed as part of the weekly review of health protection area provisions. 

The relevant public health data considered by the Welsh Ministers is provided below: 



 

 

  

 

The Welsh Government has published impact assessments - including the evidence of 
socio-economic and equality impacts considered by Welsh Ministers here. The advice 
received by Welsh Ministers from the Technical Advisory Cell (TAC) on 25 September can 
be found here and advice from the SAGE advisory group on Non Pharmaceutical 
Interventions can be found here.  

In addition, Ministers were made aware of intelligence from the North Wales Economic 
Ambition Board ‘Impact of Covid-19 Survey’, (4 Sept) showing that lost income, cash flow 
problems and staff & personal welfare were the top three concerns for businesses following 
lockdown. Conwy and Gwynedd had the highest proportion of furloughed workers in Wales 
at the end of July 2020 and there have been large increases in claimant count.  

More broadly, Ministers were provided with ONS data in relation to the hospitality sector, 
which was most likely to be impacted by the introduction of the LHPA: the whole of the food 
and beverage service sector contributed £1.3billion of gross value added (GVA) to the 
Welsh economy in 2018, equivalent to 2% total GVA for the same year. In 2018 using 
Business Register and Employment Survey (BRES) data, there were an estimated 73,000 
people directly employed in the ’hospitality - pubs, cafes and restaurants’ sector in Wales, 
5.4% of total employment. 

In recognition of this impact, the Welsh Government has made wide ranging financial 
support available for businesses suffering hardship. Information can be found on the 
Business Wales website. 

On 16 October - following a continued increase in coronavirus cases - the First Minister 
agreed the recommendation to introduce travel restrictions which would prohibit people 
living in areas of England, Scotland and Northern Ireland with a high prevalence of 
Coronavirus infection to enter or remain in Wales, (which were not LHPAs at the time) 
without a reasonable excuse such as work. This was agreed by the Chief Medical Officer. 

https://gov.wales/impact-assessments-coronavirus
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-cell-summary-advice-25-september-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/npis-table-17-september-2020
https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/
https://businesswales.gov.wales/coronavirus-advice/


 

 

The incidence for Wales had been rising steadily in September and October and was now 
higher than 100 cases per 100,000 people with a positivity rate of 7.8% - full data can be 
found on the Public Health Wales tableau. There was significant variation between (and 
within) local authority areas which reinforced the need for travel restrictions from areas of 
high prevalence in the UK. 

The TAC estimated that that the current rate of growth increasing the number of infections 
would exceed the level of the March peak by the end of October. The TAC also noted that 
Wales is tracking to its reasonable worst case scenario for the winter period. Their paper 
can be found here. 

The rising risks of Covid related health impacts were balanced against the social and 
economic impact of restrictions – see links above – with financial support put in place for 
businesses suffering hardship, (see above also). 

 It was acknowledged that imposing travel restrictions would have a further negative impact 
on the tourism and wider economy in the parts of rural Wales where there was – at the time 
- a low prevalence of coronavirus. Ministers noted that in 2019 there were 10,698,000 
overnight domestic GB trips to Wales during 2019, which was an increase of 6.8% on the 
previous year, generating expenditure of £2,003 million. (Wales Tourism Performance 
2019).  

Next steps 

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask    
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  

Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  

or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   

Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 

Yours sincerely,  

https://public.tableau.com/profile/public.health.wales.health.protection#!/vizhome/RapidCOVID-19virology-Public/Headlinesummary
https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-cell-summary-advice-16-october-2020
mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

