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Identification requirements and replacement of lost and illegible 
identifiers 

 
There are 2 tagging options:  

 
1. Full EID  

 

Full EID tag display the country code ‘UK’ 
plus the 6 digit flock number (preceded by 
a zero) + a five digit animal number.  

The yellow tag contains the electronic chip.  

Full EID can be used in:  

 Lambs intended to be slaughtered in an UK abattoir prior to reaching 12 months 

of age 

 Lambs kept beyond 12 months of age for breeding purposes.  

 Store/finished hoggets intended for slaughter but kept beyond 12 months of age.  

 Lambs intended for live export.  

2. Electronic Slaughter tag  

 

Displaying the country code ‘UK’ plus the 
flock/herd mark of the holding where the 

tag was applied.  

Yellow tag contains the electronic chip.  

Electronic slaughter tag can be used in:  

 Lambs intended to be slaughtered in an UK abattoir prior to reaching 12 months 
of age.  

 
A range of identifiers are approved for official identification purposes of various 
shapes and sizes e.g. loop, button, and flag tags and a pastern band. Pastern 
bands (GB), boluses and tattoos may also be used as official identifiers (in 
specified combinations) 
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Type of replacement tag 
 

 Holding of birth (HoB) Not on holding of birth 
(HoB) 

Full EID 
(sheep 
identified from 
2010 onwards) 

Either: 

Replace with a like for like 
replacement ( same 
individual number) whether 
on the HoB or not 
Or: 
Cut out the remaining tag 
and replace with a new pair 
of full EID identifiers and 
cross reference in the flock 
record 

 
Cut out the remaining tag 
and replace with a new 
pair of full EID RED 
replacement identifiers 
and cross reference this in 
the flock record. 

   
EID slaughter 
tag 

Replace with another batch 
slaughter tag from stock, 
same flock number 

Replace with own flock 
number, red replacement 
electronic slaughter tag 
and cross reference in the 
flock record. 

   
 

Replacement tagging guidance for older sheep, i.e. those identified before 
2010 is available on page 13 of the Guidance for Keepers – Rules for 
identifying sheep and goats booklet which can be found here - 
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/120412rulesforidentifyingsheepgoatsen.
pdf 

 

 

Tag colour 

Yellow, red, and black are reserved for the exclusive use on official tags as 
follows: 

 

 
 

(These rules apply in Wales and England. Scotland has not reserved a colour 
for their EID tags which can therefore be any colour other than red or black, 
although Scottish farmers have been advised to use yellow tags if selling lambs 
across their border). 
 
The conventional matchup tags in double identified animals, and keepers own 
management tags can be any other colour (or colours – e.g. different colours 
on two part tags). 

http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/120412rulesforidentifyingsheepgoatsen.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/drah/publications/120412rulesforidentifyingsheepgoatsen.pdf
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All lambs including pets, kept beyond 12 months of age 
Store and finished hoggets intended for slaughter but kept beyond 12 months 
of age, sheep reared for mutton and pets must be identified electronically (full 
EID) and recorded individually in the flock record. 

 
Live exports 

Lambs born on or after 31 December 2009 that will be exported live must be 
identified electronically (full EID) and recorded individually in the flock record. 

Sheep identified with red replacements tags are not eligible for intra 
community trade. 

 


