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27 November 2020 
  

 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14447 – Lockdown/fire break 
 
Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000) received on 16 October.  You requested the following information 
regarding a second lockdown, specifically:   
 

1. What is the scientific validity that is of sufficient strength and reliability that a 
lockdown/fire break in Wales are the best policy? 

2. What impact assessment has been completed for the lockdown/fire break and what 
were the conclusions? 

3.  What is the specific justification that the use of this emergency regulation is 
proportionate to the scale of the threat? 

 
The Technical Advisory Cell, on behalf of Welsh Government, has published it’s evidence 
with regards to the need for a short-term period of simple, strict national restrictions to 
reduce the prevalence of Covid-19 in Wales at https://gov.wales/technical-advisory-group-
fire-breaks. SAGE papers on circuit breaker and other non-pharmaceutical interventions are 
available at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/circuit-breakers-implementing-
partial-lockdown-for-2-weeks-over-half-term-24-september-2020.  
 
The Impact assessment for the firebreak is available at https://gov.wales/summary-
restrictions-social-gathering-and-travel-business-closures-and-attendance-school and other 
impact assessments related to Covid-19 have been published at https://gov.wales/impact-
assessments-coronavirus. Welsh Government will also be publishing the children’s rights 
impact assessment shortly. 
 
In response to your third question, implementation of this emergency regulation is justified 
by the serious and imminent threat that Covid-19 poses to public health and consideration 
by Welsh Government that these regulations are an effective means of delaying or 
preventing further transmission of the virus.  
 
The fire break was a direct response to an observable rapid increase in transmission of 
Covid-19, leading to the material breach of several of the circuit breaker thresholds set by 
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the Welsh Government relating to NHS capacity, case numbers and test positivity rates. If 
this increase were to continue, there is high confidence that there would be a significant 
detrimental public health impact as a result of NHS being overwhelmed. 
 
For more information on these circuit breaker indicators please visit https://gov.wales/covid-
19-circuit-breakers-and-early-warning-indicators. The Technical Advisory Cell publishes a 
weekly summary of its advice to Ministers and policy makers at https://gov.wales/advice-
coronavirus-technical-advisory-cell.   
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask    
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   
 
Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
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