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11 December 2020 

 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14461 – Internal Review – Fire break 
 
In your Freedom of Information request dated 19 October 2020, you asked for: 
 

 The evidence used to put Wales into a complete lockdown from 23 October 2020  
 

 Your reasons for doing so. 
 

On 16 November, we responded to your request. We provided a link to a document 
published on the Internet by the Welsh Government.  The thirteen page document, 
entitled ‘Technical Advisory Group – Fire Break’ is dated 19 October 2020. The 
document recommends a hard national fire break, and it contains the evidence that 
was used to support that recommendation.  
 
You also asked for the Welsh Government’s reasons for introducing the 
recommended fire break.  Our response letter provided the following explanation: 
“The fire break was introduced because scientific and medical advisors advised that 
a short, sharp lockdown was required to respond to the rapid rise in coronavirus 
cases in all areas of Wales; as a means to avoid significant harm and ensure the 
NHS has the capacity to respond to pandemic, emergency and winter pressures.” 
 
You responded by email on 16 November stating your dissatisfaction with our 
response. You said you had requested “all the evidence and your reasons for 
doing so … not the statistics.”  You indicated that you would make a formal 
complaint to the Information Commissioner. 
 
Having conducted a review of your case, I am satisfied that the response provided in 
our letter of 16 November was correct. The Technical Advisory Group report (dated 
19 October) is the evidence you requested. The report contains some statistics, but 
those statistics are an essential part of the report that advised the Welsh 
Government to introduce the fire break. 
 
Consequentially, I am satisfied with the original response that we issued, and I do 
not uphold your complaint. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with this response you also have the right to complain to 
the Information Commissioner at:   



   

 

 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Tel: 01625 545 745 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: to casework@ico.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Also, if you think that there has been maladministration in dealing with your request, 
you have the option to make a complaint to the Public Services Ombudsman for 
Wales who can be contacted at: 
 
Public Services Ombudsman for Wales  
1 Ffordd yr Hen Gae  
Pencoed  
Bridgend  
CF35 5LJ  
Telephone: 0845 6010987 (local rate)  
Email: ask@ombudsman-wales.org.uk  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Helen Arthur 
Interim Director of Workforce and Corporate Business  
Cyfarwyddwr Dros Dro y Gweithlu a Busnes Corfforaethol 
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