
 

 

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.  Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd 
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.  
 
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh.  Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding 
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.   
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Eich cyf/Your ref  
Ein cyf/Our ref: ATISN14603 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear  
 
ATISN 14603 – COVID restrictions 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 30 November 2020. You asked for the 
following information:  
 
1. A copy of any minutes from meeting where you discuss the COVID restrictions; 
 
2. A copy of all scientific reports/evidence held that backs up the use of lockdowns or 
restrictions to stop the spread of the virus; 
 
3. The average age of the people who have died as a result of COVID? 
 
4. The percentage of the Welsh population who have died as a result of COVID since 
January 2020; 
 
5. What is the Welsh government economic plan to recover from the mess of their COVID 
restrictions? Please provide a copy or any minutes which detail such discussions. 
 
6. How many people does the Welsh government anticipate will be unemployed or pushed 
into poverty because of your COVID measures?  
 
 
I wrote to you on 15 December 2020, to advise you that from my preliminary assessment of 
your request, I estimated that it will cost more than the appropriate limit set out in the 
Freedom of Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 
to answer your request.   
 
I have not received a response to my letter of 15 December and therefore I have concluded 
that your request does exceed the appropriate limit set out in the Freedom of Information 
and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 to answer your request. 
Section 12 of the Freedom of Information Act allows a public authority to refuse a request if 
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it calculates that dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit. The appropriate limit 
specified for central government is £600. This represents the estimated cost of it taking over 
24 hours of time to determine whether we hold the information and to thereafter locate, 
retrieve and extract it.  
 
Colleagues across all policy areas of the Welsh Government are involved in working on our 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic, therefore we need to consider records held across all 
Government Divisions. 
  
A search of the Welsh Government’s records system between the start of the pandemic and 
up to and including 30 November has identified over 20,000 documents referencing the key 
words -  Covid restrictions minutes. 
  
In order to establish if any of the information within the search fell within the scope of your 
request would require each document to be reviewed. If each document took 3 minutes to 
review, the limit would be exceeded as it would take over 1,000 hours to consider the 
relevance of each document. 
 
Any redefined question will be treated as a new request for information.  
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit  
Welsh Government  
Cathays Park  
Cardiff  
CF10 3NQ  
 
Or e-mail: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales  
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.  
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  
 
Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House  
Water Lane  
Wilmslow  
Cheshire  
SK9 5AF  
Telephone: 0303 123 1113  
Website: www.ico.org.uk  
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 


