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14 January 2021 
 
 
 
Dear, 
 
ATISN 14675 – Nightingale Hospitals   
 

Thank you for your request to the Welsh Government for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act (2000) received on 16 December. You requested information regarding the 
field hospitals, specifically:  
 

 An explanation on why Welsh Government has spent so much money building these 
units and are not using them.  

 How much they have cost.  
 
Our response 

In response to your first question:  
A number of field hospitals were set up around Wales in a matter of weeks in the spring 
to provide thousands of additional beds for a predicted increase in hospital admissions 
caused by COVID-19. Thankfully these additional beds were not needed at that time, 
primarily because of the support from the public in complying with lockdown restrictions 
and maintaining good hygiene and social distancing, as well as  changes in the way we 
accessed urgent and emergency care 
 

Opening field hospitals and using beds in facilities outside of normal NHS hospitals 
means we can substantially increase our normal capacity for people who require some 
form of hospital care. We want everyone to receive the care they need, when they need 
it. 
 
The Minister for Health and Social Services provide a written statement on 29 September 
in which he provides rational for the field hospitals along with details on additional bed 
capacity plans for the remainder of 2020/2021. 
 
Retaining capacity at ten field hospitals across four health boards in Wales will allow us 
to continue to provide safe care for everyone who needs it, whilst ensuring that the most 
critically ill, and people needing urgent treatment for other illnesses, can continue to be 
treated in hospital settings as the pandemic progresses.  
 

https://gov.wales/written-statement-additional-bed-capacity-plans-remainder-20202021


While the Minister has a role to set the strategic direction for health services in Wales 
and hold the NHS to account, it remains the responsibility of local health boards to plan 
and deliver services at a local level to meet the needs of their resident population and to 
ensure these services continue to deliver safe and timely care to the communities they 
serve.   
 
All Heath Boards with a field hospital on its footprint have now opened to patients with 
the exception of Swansea Bay UHB. Furthermore, whilst some of the field hospitals have 
not received patients, they have been utilised to support the Covid-19 response in other 
ways such as testing hubs and training facilities. 

 
In response to your second question: 

The investment of £166m, was made available to set up 19 field hospitals across 
Wales.  Welsh Government have subsequently also made an additional £33m available 
to Cardiff & Vale University Health Board to set up a modular building at the UHW site to 
provide additional surge capacity following the closure of Dragon’s Heart Hospital. 

 
Next steps 

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask 
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an 
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information 
Officer at:  

Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government,  
Cathays Park,  
CARDIFF,  
CF10 3NQ  
Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales  

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:   

Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
CHESHIRE,  
SK9 5AF. 

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it 
has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

