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E-mail request 
 
 
Our ref: ATISN 14719 
Date:  1 February 2021 

 

Dear  

 
ATISN 14719 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 4 January 2021.  You asked for the following 
information: 
 

how many people died with Covid 19 in 2020 who were smokers? 
 
In the early stages of the pandemic, Public Health Wales (PHW) developed a new electronic form 
(e-form) to support their rapid surveillance work. The e-form supports COVID-19 death reporting 
from health boards to PHW. These data are for a subset of COVID-19 deaths – they only include 
those who died in Welsh hospitals and had a confirmed positive laboratory test result, with the 
clinician judging that COVID-19 was a contributing factor in the death. Not all deaths are reported 
through the e-form, so these figures will not match the cumulative total published by PHW daily. 
 
The e-form includes a smoking status field, which is completed by the reporting clinician. As the 
clinicians may not have knowledge or access to this information, there are large proportion of 
unknowns and missing responses. Therefore caution should be used if trying to generalising these 
results to a wider population. 
 
Data from 6 May up to 16 July 2020. 

 
 
Next steps 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask for an 
internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests for an internal review 
should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 



Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it has 
been through our own internal review process. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

