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21 May 2018 2:58:28 

From: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY [names redacted - S.40] 

Sent: Monday, May 21, 2018 2:58:28 PM 

To: FLEXI PROJECT BOARD AND STAKEHOLDERS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: FLEXIS Advisory Board May 2018  

To all FLEXIS Advisory Board and meeting attendees;  

ATTATCHMENT - FLEXIS demo area modelling.pdf [FLEXIS Demonstration Area 

Modelling] 

Dear all,  

Please find attached the slides (photographs to follow due to email size) from the 

FLEXIS Advisory Board meeting and dinner which took place last week. We will be 

circulating a link to the FLEXIS video which was shown at the dinner and meeting 

very soon so would be very grateful if you could share this widely amongst your 

contacts. Minutes of the meeting will be send out in the next few weeks.  

Both [name redacted - S.40] and I would like to express our thanks for everyone's 

constructive engagement and for making time for the recent FAB meeting. The fresh 

thinking, industrial perspectives, and offers of practical assistance are enormously 

valuable in shaping FLEXIS and taking the project forward. 

Best wishes,  

[name redacted - S.40] 

 

Research, Innovation and 

Engagement 

Cardiff University 

Pro Vice-Chancellor's Office 

Main Building 

Park Place 

Cardiff 

CF10 3AT 

  

 Cardiff University is a registered 

charity: No 1136855 

  

Dirprwy Is-Ganghellor,  

Ymchwil, Arloesi ac Ymgysylltu  

Prifysgol Caerdydd 

Swyddfa'r Dirprwy Is-Ganghellor 

Prif Adeilad 

Plas y Parc 

Caerdydd 

CF10 3AT 

 

Mae Prifysgol Caerdydd yn elusen 

gofrestredig:Rhif 1136855 

 

 

 



15 July 2018 11:40 

From: RON LOVELAND   

Sent: 15 July 2018 11:40 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Cc: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: Coal gas etc exploitation-Flexis support 

[name redacted - S.40], this is from the slide set fro last Thursday’s meeting. 

Looks like Flexis work packages 9-12 are being used to fund the ARB work we 

discussed? 

 

Regards 

 

Ron 

 

 

07 January 2019 17:3 

From: Loveland, Ron (Energy Adviser - Welsh Government) 

<Ron.Loveland@gov.wales>  

Sent: 07 January 2019 17:35 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: Potential Flexis demo projects 

mailto:Ron.Loveland@gov.wales


ATTATCHMENT - FLEXIS Demonstration area potential projects.doc  

CONFIDENTIAL NOT FOR FURTHER CIRCULATION 

[names redacted - S.40], you and perhaps copy recipients may find the contents pf 

this attachment of interest? 

Regards 

Ron 

 

14 January 2019 16:28 

From: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY [names redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 14 January 2019 16:28 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: Benefits of MEGAPlus 

ATTACHMENT - MEGA+ FLEXIS.doc 

Hello [name redacted - S.40], 

Please find attached document with details of MEGAPlus and description how this 

project will benefit [redacted - S.43]. 

Please let me know if you would like any aspect of it expanded. 

Many thanks! 

With best regards, 

[names redacted - S.40] 

 

23 January 2019 17:55 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 23 January 2019 17:55 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: Re: Benefits of MEGAPlus 

ATTACHMENT - MEGA+ FLEXIS.doc 

[name redacted - S.40] 

Thanks. [name redacted - S.40] was not aware of the details of the CBM project. 

Very interesting.  

I also don’t know the impact of Brexit. I don’t recall any previous emails on RFCS. 

Sorry if I missed them - though pretty sure not had any.  



What will happen because of Brexit? 

[name redacted - S.40] 

 

24 January 2019 12:13 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 24 January 2019 12:13 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: Benefits of MEGAPlus 

ATTACHMENT - MEGA+ FLEXIS.doc 

Thanks [name redacted - S.40], 

I worked with [name redacted - S.40] from the Flexis project when preparing our 

petroleum evidence.  The Flexis team have been building towards this project for 

some time and they already have test boreholes in the ground. 

Swansea University, also through Flexis, are investigating a method of shale 

extraction combined with CCS.  Clearly the academic world and the steel making 

sector sees potential in unconventional petroleum. 

I also understand that one of our petroleum licensees has also discussed with 

[redacted - S.43] the potential for a closed loop extraction/storage system.  I don’t 

think that Flexis has any formal links with the licensee but I would be surprised if he 

([name redacted - S.40]) wasn’t aware of Flexis work.    

I will probably catch up with [name redacted - S.40] as any testing work would 

require a licence. Our current policy does provide for limited extraction for scientific 

purposes. 

Cheer 

[name redacted - S.40] 

 

24 January 2019 12:54 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 24 January 2019 12:54 

To: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY [name redacted - S.40] 

Subject: Benefits of MEGAPlus 

ATTACHMENT - MEGA+ FLEXIS.doc 

Hello [name redacted - S.40], 

I hope that you are well. 



A colleague shared with me the attached briefing regarding Flexis.  Since we worked 

together on the Welsh coal bed methane evidence, the Welsh Ministers have now 

become fully responsible for oil and gas licensing in Wales.  You might be aware that 

Wales now has a specific petroleum extraction policy (here).  The policy does allow 

for petroleum extraction for scientific/research purposes within a licenced area.  If it 

would be useful at some point I would be very happy to talk you through the licencing 

regime in Wales and the consents that you might require.   

Regards 

[name redacted - S.40] 

Rheolwr Trwyddedu Olew a Nwy / Oil and Gas Licensing Manager 

Yr Is-adran Datgarboneiddio ac Ynni / Division for Decarbonisation and Energy  

Llywodraeth Cymru/Welsh Government  

 

24 January 2019 15:17 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 24 January 2019 15:17 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: Benefits of MEGAPlus 

ATTACHMENT - MEGA+ FLEXIS.doc 

[names redacted - S.40] 

Sorry, that RFCS. 

I wanted to bring two threads together. I did 2 weeks ago ask what RFCS was active 

in Wales. 

[name redacted - S.40]was not in copy. [name redacted - S.40]please note marking. 

I did have a quick skim and sent this to [name redacted - S.40] 9th. 

*** 

Seems like there’s 180 pages of projects in the 2018 list. 

One to follow perhaps page 18 

 

754077 (2017)  METHENERGY PLUS  
Methane recovery and harnessing for energy and chemical uses at coal mine sites  
Info  Type of 

Project  
Research  Duration 

(months)  
36  

Total Budget  € 
2,734,328  

Start Date  01/07/2017  

EU Contribution  € 
1,640,597  

End date  30/06/2020 “ 

https://beta.gov.wales/written-statement-petroleum-extraction-policy-statement


*** 

So in answer to my initial question how does RFCS effect Wales then MEGAPlus is 

a significant project potentially impacted. 

[name redacted - S.40]: The mention in the attached email [The attachment is 

outside of the FOI ATISN 14722 request criteria].    “[name redacted - S.40] of BEIS 

intends to call again on 18th” by [name redacted - S.40] is dated January – so was 

there a call Jan 18? (there was a call 18 December I think). 

Question: If [name redacted - S.40] and you/WEFO spoke is there any update? 

[name redacted - S.40] and me need to consider who is this category of contacts “to 

raise discreetly with coal sector contacts.” 

I can’t think of any except names like [names redacted - S.40] but I don’t know their 

projects. 

A chat [name redacted - S.40] next week? 

[name redacted - S.40] 

 

09 May 2019 15:27 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 09 May 2019 15:27 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: Low Carbon Plan - WG Response to Consultation 

Hi [name redacted - S.40], we are currently considering our contribution to a WG 

response to last year’s consultation ‘Achieving our low carbon pathway to 2030’. As 

part of the industry responses there were comments that WG should investigate the 

potential for storing industry emissions in coal seams. I presume this is related to 

storing CO2 in unused coal seams in Wales which we discussed previously.  

I understand other comments received as part of the consultation included:   

• Investigate Coal Bed Methane and Underground Coal Gasification (FLEXIS 

research) – can also store industry emissions in coal  seams 

• Future developments in CCUS provide opportunities to integrate 

unconventional oil and gas development into Wales’ overall  decarbonisation 

strategy 

Grateful if you could consider these points and, if they are to be included for 

consideration in a draft response, if you could advise on a suitable form of words. 

Regards 

[name redacted - S.40] 

Energy Intensive Industry (EII)/Decarbonisation Policy Manager /  



Rheolwr Polisi Diwydiant Ynni Dwys / Datgarboneiddio 

Thematig a Syflaenol/Thematic & Foundation 

Busnes a Rhanbarthau / Business and Regions 

Grŵp yr Economi, Sgiliau a Chyfoeth Naturiol /Economy, Skills and Natural 

Resources Group 

 

10 May 2019 11:27 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 10 May 2019 11:27 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Cc: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: Low Carbon Plan - WG Response to Consultation 

Hi [name redacted - S.40], 

Some issues to consider….. 

In a strange coincidence I have just received a project proposal from Cardiff 

University and the Flexis project regarding coal seams for carbon sequestration.  

They are currently seeking clarification around our CCS licensing role.   The project 

outline is attached [The attachment is outside of the FOI ATISN 14722 request 

criteria].  This project does provide an opportunity for Welsh Government to work 

alongside academia to better understand CCS potential within coal in Wales. 

However, CCS in coal seams needs to be considered carefully.  Enhanced Coal Bed 

Methane Recovery is a process whereby CO2 is injected into the coal reservoirs to 

enhance methane recovery.  Some CO2 is retained within the coal and this is 

sometimes referred to as a form of CCS (particularly by the petroleum industry).  

This is not something Welsh Government would consider as CCS.  However, CCS in 

coal seams without methane recovery, as described in the attached, is potentially 

beneficial to decarbonisation. 

Underground coal gasification is not supported by the UK Government or Scottish 

Government as announced in Ministerial statements.  Wales has not issued a similar 

statement but Planning Policy Wales 10 makes clear it is not something we would 

support.  The activity requires a coal mining operation licences from the Coal 

Authority.  There are no currently active licences in Wales (there may be a few that 

are technically extant in England) and there is very little chance the Coal Authority 

will ever issue new licences (Welsh Ministers can veto them anyway).  UGC, even at 

a purely research level, is a non-starter as the risk and climate change impact can 

not be mitigated against.  

Yesterday I met with BGS, the Coal Authority and NRW to consider the potential of 

abandoned mines as both a heat source and heat storage medium.  There is a 

potentially a huge renewable heat asset for Wales and while it does not specifically 

relate to CCS it could reduce industrial/business CO2 production significantly.  I’d be 

happy to discuss this one further.  We need to consider what type of policy and 



financial support we might offer this heat technology.  The steel works as a large 

heat generator could benefit from selling its heat for storage/use. 

I would need to discuss with the wider energy team potential lines but my initial 

advice would be something along the lines of: 

 Our petroleum extraction policy is not to issue new licences or support 
hydraulic fracturing.  However, individual cases will be supported for scientific 
studies.  

 We are committed to working with academia, government bodies and industry 
to better understand CCS potential for Wales and how existing coal 
infrastructure can contribute positively to decarbonisation. 

 We are developing a full suite of regulatory controls, policy and guidance 
regarding coal, petroleum and CCS to ensure they are managed and/or 
progressed in line with Well-being objective.   

 

Essentially we are in the process of consolidating the regulatory controls and 

considering how we might best use the. 

Give me a call if you want to discuss.  

WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

 

18 December 2019 13:40 

From: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 18 December 2019 13:40 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: TRACER Horizon2020 visit - 20 Nov 2019 - Cardiff School Engineering 

& FLEXIS 

Dear [name redacted - S.40],  

ATTATCHMENT – FLEXIS TRACER Presentation_20Nov1  

Apologies for the delay in responding to you, it’s been a busy month for the project.  

I have attached the first of the presentations from the GRC team, the rest will be sent 

to me by the presenters as I don’t actually have a copy of these. I will try and get 

these to you as soon as possible but this may not be until after Christmas.  

Best wishes,  

[name redacted - S.40] 



Administrative Officer 

Cardiff University 

Queens Buildings, Newport Road 

Cardiff 

CF24 3AA 

Phone:  

 

http://www.flexis.wales/ 

 

FLEXIS 

Swyddog 

gweinyddol 

Prifysgol 

Caerdydd 

Adeiladau'r 

Frenhines, 

Heol 

Casnewydd 

Caerdydd 

CF24 3AA 

Ffôn :  

 

http://flexis.cy

mru/ 

  

 

31 January 2020 11:29 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 31 January 2020 11:29 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] Loveland, Ron 

(Energy Adviser - Welsh Government) <Ron.Loveland@gov.wales>; 

Cc: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: FLEXIS and RFCS projects - Establishing a Research Observatory to 

unlock European Coal seams for Carbon dioxide Sequestration and enhanced 

coalbed methane recovery acronym ROCCS has been awarded!  

[name redacted - S.40] 

Thanks additional information. FLEXIS has said in the past, it acknowledges WG’s 

position, and described the opportunity as exporting IP to Countries with potential 

deployment. 

[name redacted - S.40] 

 

31 January 2020 11:05 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 31 January 2020 11:05 

To: Loveland, Ron (Energy Adviser - Welsh Government) 

<Ron.Loveland@gov.wales>; WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted 

- S.40] 

Cc: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: FLEXIS and RFCS projects - Establishing a Research Observatory to 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexis.wales%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTrygve.Rees%40gov.wales%7C62b1cb096e59495fcc1708d783bfd319%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637122733241721026&sdata=AMq0k7iBllWud%2B96ZogO91ULPyRfaPx7ZWkEhN%2Fz1Ns%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fflexis.cymru%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTrygve.Rees%40gov.wales%7C62b1cb096e59495fcc1708d783bfd319%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637122733241721026&sdata=Zko1EAyhD%2F%2Fx%2FmPdjE0Rnjy443UehQmqgCt24uTkz4w%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fflexis.cymru%2F&data=02%7C01%7CTrygve.Rees%40gov.wales%7C62b1cb096e59495fcc1708d783bfd319%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637122733241721026&sdata=Zko1EAyhD%2F%2Fx%2FmPdjE0Rnjy443UehQmqgCt24uTkz4w%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Ron.Loveland@gov.wales


unlock European Coal seams for Carbon dioxide Sequestration and enhanced 

coalbed methane recovery acronym ROCCS has been awarded!  

 

Thanks WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40], 

For awareness, we were approached by Cardiff Uni as the licensing authority for 

CCUS in Wales as the original intention was to developer the trial here is Wales.  As 

the attached email highlights, our licensing regime and CCUS policy was not ready 

to facilitate the field trial.   

On a more broad note, CCUS combined with enhanced coal bed methane recovery 

would potentially be incompatible with our petroleum and decarbonisation 

policies.  We would need to be 100% sure that there was a net CO2 reduction and 

that exploiting new sources of methane did not reduce the overall price of methane 

and thereby increase its utilisation. This is another reason why we were hesitant to 

support this research. 

Politically, I have previously raised with the MEERA the prospect of extracting 

methane to create CO2 storage capacity in Wales.  The MEERA suggested this 

would be largely incompatible with decarbonisation efforts (her response was far less 

diplomatic!). 

Cheers 

WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

 

30 January 2020 16:45 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 30 January 2020 16:45 

To: Loveland, Ron (Energy Adviser - Welsh Government) 

<Ron.Loveland@gov.wales>; WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted 

- S.40] 

Cc: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: FW: FLEXIS and RFCS projects - Establishing a Research Observatory to 

unlock European Coal seams for Carbon dioxide Sequestration and enhanced 

coalbed methane recovery acronym ROCCS has been awarded!  

 

Energy, Innovation and Steel colleagues 

See news below, but suggest we don’t circulate further without permission from 

FLEXIS.  {NOTE FOR FOI REQUESTOR, ATISN 14722, this is referring to the email 

below, Subject FLEXIS and RFCS projects, dated 30 January 2020} 

The mine is located in Poland so avoids any present licencing requirements here in 

Wales. 

mailto:Ron.Loveland@gov.wales


WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

 

30 January 2020 16:00 

From: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 30 January 2020 16:00 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Subject: FLEXIS and RFCS projects 

 

Hello [name redacted - S.40], 

Literally few minutes I received communication from the EC  that  submitted recently 

to the RFCS proposal   Establishing a Research Observatory to unlock 

European Coal seams for Carbon dioxide 

Sequestration and enhanced coalbed methane recovery acronym ROCCS has 

been awarded!  

The joy is even bigger and the success more significant as we are coordinating this 

bid and we put it together!  

Project involves 4 Partners from UK, Poland and Germany, with total budget of 2M 

EUR 

ROCCS will conduct an in-situ test to evaluate the benefits of enlarging the coal-CO2 

contact area to improve rates of CO2 utilisation for enhanced coalbed methane 

(ECBM) recovery. This is a current need based on the constrained CO2 injectivity 

experienced in tests performed to date due to CO2-induced coal swelling. A test 

facility will be established at Experimental Mine Barbara (EMB), Mikołów, Poland. 

CO2 injection will be performed using a horizontal well with an in-seam length 

significantly larger than in past tests and zonal isolation to control the coal-CO2 

contact area. It is hypothesised that past tests have not overcome coal swelling by 

failing to establish an effective flow connection to the natural fracture network of the 

coal seams. The coal-CO2 contact area will be increased in stages to determine a 

relationship with injectivity and evaluate the role of preferential flow pathways. 

Environmental monitoring will provide insights into the gas flow regime. Laboratory 

tests will use coal samples taken from EMB as well as from a deep coal deposit 

selected by the ROCCS industrial partner, advancing the state-of-the-art by using 

intact cores that are significantly larger than those conventionally used, with pressure 

measurements along the flow axis and a near zero-displacement boundary to 

represent the in-situ condition. Numerical modelling will be applied to design the in-

situ test and investigate near-field heterogeneity and regional hydromechanical 

effects. Techno-economic assessment will optimise the use of horizontal wells for 

CO2-ECBM recovery for operation at minimum costs. Findings will be implemented 

for the selected deep coal deposit through the design and evaluation of a 

commercial scale CO2-ECBM recovery unit using horizontal wells. Project synthesis 

will determine whether designing for a larger coal-CO2 contact area is an effective 



method to improve the rate of CO2 utilisation for ECBM recovery, leading to new 

best practice guidelines. 

With best regards, 

[name redacted - S.40] 

 

11 February 2020 13:24 

From: CARDIFF UNIVERSITY [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 11 February 2020 13:24 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: [name redacted - S.40] permission to publish the presentation from the 

meeting with TRACER delegation 

ATTATCHMENT – FLEXIS Advisory Board Report – May 2 

ATTATCHMENT – FLEXIS_Nov2018FINAL.pdf [another Advisory Board Report] 

Many thanks!  

[name redacted - S.40] you can also publish our reports with case studies on 

specific, technical development and updates on the Flexis overall progress. 

Thank you again for visiting us and promoting Flexis! 

With best regards, 

[name redacted - S.40] 

FLEXIS Deputy Director/Dirprwy Gyfarwyddwr FLEXIS 

Geoenvironmental Research Centre/Canolfan Ymchwil Ddaearamgylcheddol 

Cardiff University/Prifysgol Caerdydd 

Queen`s Building, Newport Road/Adeiladau'r Frenhiness, Heol Casnewydd 

Cardiff/Caerdydd CF24 3AA 

 

07 September 2020 15:37 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 07 September 2020 15:37 

To: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS [names redacted - S.40] 

Subject: RE: Poland 

Thanks for the examples [name redacted - S.40]. My e-mail is getting long so I think 

I’ll keep it to Upper Silesia and a website reference to the case studies! Draft 

response below. I found a paper from a while back with a list of funds. My aim is to 

illustrate that just replacing some bits of Horizon 2020 doesn’t make up for taking us 

out of the whole EU policy and funding machine.  



There is a long-standing relationship between researchers of the Polish Central 

Mining Institute and Cardiff University: https://www.flexis.wales/industrial-partners/ 

Contact: [name redacted - S.40] 

They have worked together on various EU Research Fund for Coal and Steel 

projects, including MegaPlus.  

There is also this relatively recent RFCS award: 

Establishing a Research Observatory to unlock European Coal seams for Carbon 

dioxide Sequestration and enhanced coalbed methane recovery, acronym ROCCS, 

coordinated by Cardiff University. 

Project involves 4 Partners from UK, Poland and Germany, with total budget of 2M 

EUR 

In Welsh Government itself we have a link to Poland on managing the coal transition 

through the TRACER Horizon 2020 project, in which we are a participant alongside 

Strathclyde University. The Polish participant is University of Agriculture in Krakow, 

Poland and the demonstration region is Upper Silesia. 

We have also been part of the Strathclyde-run IQNet network for effective 

management of structural funds, along with Pomorskie and Warmia-Mazury. 

I’d be happy for you to suggest these in your briefing and to follow up on any actions 

that could help strengthen links. Poland is not a priority country in our regional 

strategy but from an R&I and policy exchange perspective there do seem to be 

opportunities.  

The question occurs to me while writing as to how the UK will sustain the 

relationships, in particular the RFCS Cardiff-Poland type of project, once we cease to 

have access. My first thought is whether the CCUS action plan (with its nice picture 

of Port Talbot and Swansea on the front cover) would cover this kind of relationship 

thought its internationally-orientated funding, or whether there are UKRI strands of 

EU replacement funding that could cover this. I can ask those involved in Cardiff but 

on a higher level it would be good to know whether this is being actively considered 

as part of the jigsaw of replacing EU R&I funding. 

More widely, I have encountered difficulties engaging with the EU partners due to 

divergence/uncertainty regarding future funding - they are focussed on such funding 

sources as the Innovation Fund, EFSI, INTERREG, Just Transition Fund, 

Modernisation Fund, EEA grants, Structural Funds, EIB, Horizon 2020 (which I can 

reassure them on) and as we move from coal transition to energy-intensive industry 

transition more widely, initiatives such as the industry for sustainable society 

partnership (SPIRE). We are to some extent on the sidelines until we sort out access 

or replacements, with Shared Prosperity Fund being a relatively simple example.  

 

[name redacted - S.40] 

Pennaeth Uned Horizon 2020 / Head of Horizon 2020 Unit 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.flexis.wales%2Findustrial-partners%2F&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7C9fcbc84cb9c84c1ed7de08d85342163d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637350890594548118&sdata=2Mm5WSwOHD%2BH0%2FSXi09rJCT4e2RGLlc6ZRkkMNOcWyk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprojectmega.eu%2Fabout.html&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7C9fcbc84cb9c84c1ed7de08d85342163d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637350890594558082&sdata=%2B8InlCrav8DqO3ZVc9tDXLkKJI%2FnvFKgPp2VrWZ%2F4ks%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracer-h2020.eu%2F&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7C9fcbc84cb9c84c1ed7de08d85342163d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637350890594568032&sdata=J454lMOU6QYDyMCKZCyncDpfi3x1frOsNvOcEl1AFMA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftracer-h2020.eu%2Fsilesian-voivodeship-poland-pl22-2%2F&data=02%7C01%7CBaudewijn.Morgan%40gov.wales%7C9fcbc84cb9c84c1ed7de08d85342163d%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637350890594568032&sdata=YYm6ecMZNqYwML%2BPyGos%2FOsUFmfTD2LuBd4n2j4lsfI%3D&reserved=0
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23 December 2020 11:35 

From: WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

Sent: 23 December 2020 11:35 

To: Pride, Jennifer (ESNR-Strategy-Decarbonisation and Energy) 

<Jennifer.Pride1@gov.wales>; WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - 

S.40] 

Subject: RE: Coal Policy final version & Summary of responses 

 

Jen (new version attached) 

[redacted - S.35 – NOTE TO REQUESTOR - the majority of this email is redacted as 

it covers the formation of Government policy, and is also outside of the scope of the 

FOI request.  The mention of Flexis is incidental to the main content of the email] 

[Paragraph redacted – S.35] 

[Paragraph redacted – S.35] 

[Paragraph redacted – S.35] 

[Paragraph redacted – S.35] 

There are a number of areas of Welsh Government activity currently supporting this 

transition, whilst helping to create a healthier and more prosperous low carbon 

Wales. We are supporting the use of lower carbon alternatives in industry, ensuring 

Welsh needs are recognised in UK policies and encouraging Welsh institutions to 

access support. A range of innovations related to coal and historic mines are 

included within the work of FLEXIS (Flexible Integrated Energy Systems), a £24 

million research operation designed to develop an energy systems research 

capability in Wales which will build on the world class capability that already exists in 

Welsh Universities. 

[Paragraph redacted – S.35] 

[Paragraph redacted – S.35] 

WELSH GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL [name redacted - S.40] 

mailto:Jennifer.Pride1@gov.wales


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


