
 
 
22 February 2021 
 
Dear  
 
ATISN 14812 
 
Information requested 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 27 January 2021.  You asked for: 
 
1) all agendas, minutes & summaries of all meetings between representatives of the 
Welsh Government, Sport Wales & Football Association of Wales where financial support 
of Welsh Premier Football League, JD Cymru North & South Football Leagues and the 
Ardel Football Leagues was discussed between February 2020 up to and including 27th 
January 2021. 
 
2) Copies of all correspondence between representatives of the Welsh Government, 
Sport Wales & Football Association of Wales where financial support of Welsh Premier 
Football League, JD Cymru North & South Football Leagues, Ardel Football Leagues & 
below was discussed between February 2020 up to and including 27th January 2021. 
 
3) Copies of all internal correspondence involving senior Government representatives on 
the subject of financial support for the Welsh Football Leagues and any correspondence 
that includes Government expectations for the distribution of funds, between February 
2020 up to and including 27th January 2021. 
 
Our response 
 
The relevant and available information you requested is enclosed within Annexes A and 
B. Much of the discussions between Welsh Government and stakeholders were focussed 
on how the funding would be allocated amongst the various sports via the national 
governing bodies, rather than how funding would be allocated within a specific sport pot. 
  
Next steps 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can 
ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests 
for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of 
Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales


Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint 
until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Annex A 
 
From: Redacted Non-relevant information (Sports Wales) 
Sent: 22 December 2020 17:03 
To: Redacted Non-relevant information (ESNR-Tourism, Heritage & Sport- Culture and 
Sport  )   
Subject: Major Sports Survival Package Draft Overview 
  
Hi Redacted Non-relevant information, 
High level figures (yellow) as per submissions received. 
Redacted Non-relevant information. 
The Football figures don’t include the EFL and English National League Clubs, so if 
supported would add a few million, probably equivalent to the Rugby Regions at 
Redacted Non-relevant information (very unscientific and we’re not sure if they’ve 
received any of the DCMS support yet). 
  
Cheers 
Redacted Non-relevant information 
 
Major Sports Survival Package - Overview  
 

Sport  Lead 
Contact 
Wales 

England  
300m (250 
loan 50 
grant) 
(Major 
Spectator 
Sports – 
winter 
survival 
package)  

Scotland  
55m (25 
Loan 30 
Grants) 
(Emergency 
Funding – 
lost ticket 
revenue) 

Wales  
NGB Sport 
Request  

Wales 
40million  
(Loans –  
Grant-  

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information  

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information  

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Football  
SW 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

28m Tiers 1 
and 2 (N 
Lottery10m) 
11m 3-6 
14m 
Women’s 
3m  

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information  

FAW: £800K 
Mens 
International 
Football. 
£20K 
Womens 

FAW  
Cymru PL  
Women’s ? 
Total -  



International 
Football  
 
Clubs: 
Cymru 
Premier 
League 
£312,000,  
Welsh 
Premier 
Womens 
League - 
£9,000.  
Tier 2 - 
£64,000,  
Tier 3 (if 
return) - 
£64,000.  
 
No data for 
Cardiff, 
Swansea, 
Newport, 
Wrexham 
which would 
be in the 
£millions. 
 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

 Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

 Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 



Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-
relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

Redacted 
Non-relevant 
information 

 
  



Annex B  
Knowledge 
Gathering 

MA-DET-4498-20 

 

 
Purpose 

 

 
This request aims to understand the structure, model and operations of your 
sport. The below questions will give helpful context to understand where you are 
to date, and what the plans are going forward, whilst attempting to understand a 
reasonable worst case scenario.  
Please provide as much relevant information as possible.  This will greatly assist 
in providing context around your organisation and the organisations that operate 
within your sport.   

 
Please provide 
an overview of 
the landscape 
for your sport 
and how it has 
been affected 
by Covid-19. 

Football returned at professional level in April 2020 with 
cross border competition (Cardiff City and Swansea City). In 
addition to those two clubs, Newport County and Wrexham 
have also returned to play in the 2020/21 season, as well as 
Cardiff City Ladies in England. Domestically, in Wales the 
Cymru Premier League (12 clubs) and Welsh Premier 
Womens League (9 clubs) commenced in September behind 
closed doors and the JD Cymru North (16 clubs) and South 
(16) is set to return next month. The impact on their return 
behind closed doors varies significantly, but its important to 
note that its not only zero ticket sales that have impacted the 
clubs, its also the sponsorship (reduced coverage without 
spectators), hospitality, secondary stadium spend 
(refreshments, etc) that have badly effected the viability of 
clubs. In International Football, the FAW has hosted 3 mens 
internationals and 3 womens internationals behind closed 
doors, which has also impacted the Association. We have 
also hosted an U21 Friendly, but these matches arent 
impacted enough to include in this response.  

 
Which 
organisations 
within your 
sport are 
affected due to 
current 
circumstances
? By definition, 
what types of 
organisation 
are these?  

FAW International Teams and Clubs  

 



 
What are the 
ownership 
structures and 
financial 
models for the 
organisations 
affected? 

FAW - National Governing Body (Private Limited Company) | 
Clubs - Mainly Limited Companies but also unincorporated 
entities. 

 

 
Split into 
categories, 
what is the 
general current 
financial 
positions of 
each 
organisation 
type, including 
income, 
expenditure, 
debt etc? 
Current income, 
expenditure vs 
planned.  

This data will need to follow as it’s not possible to obtain or 
estimate in the timeframe. What is clear is that Spectator and 
Matchday revenue account for a signifianct amount of annual 
income, ranging from 20%-60% of turnover. 

 

 
Please provide 
detail on the 
average player 
wages within 
your sport, as 
well as average 
wages within 
your 
organisation. 
Please include 
detail for 
different 
leagues. 
organisations 
and wage 
ranges. 

Cardiff City,  Swansea City, Newport County, Wrexham - 
Unknown but all professional players and staff  | Cymru 
Premier League Range from £0 -£20,000 per week per club 
(professional team) | JD Cymru North/South - Range from £0 
to £3,000/week/club |Welsh Premier Womens League £0 
(amateur).  

 

 
Please detail of 
the financial 
flows and 
revenue 
streams within 
your Sport. How 
do income 
streams flow to 

FAW - 15% on tickets and match hospitality, 65% on 
broadcasting, 20% other | Clubs - Cardiff, Swansea, etc - 
Unknown. | Cymru Premier League - The Broadcasting fee is 
split between the League clubs who received £5k per season 
(less than 5% of total budget). Matchday revenues from 
spectators would range from 20% - 60% of total budget. 



organisations 
within your 
sport? 
Broadcasting, 
Sponsorship, 
Fans etc? What 
is the % split of 
income 
streams?  

 
Can you detail 
those 
organisations 
that are most 
vulnerable and 
explain at what 
point they 
would be 
considered in 
"immediate 
need" (i.e. 
liable to enter 
administration 
in a matter of 
weeks)? The 
point at which 
current liabilities 
cannot be 
settled. Please 
provide clear 
demonstration of 
need and that all 
other options 
have been 
exhausted. 

The professional clubs in English Leagues have received 
grants/loans through Premier League, Government or 
National Lottery. The CPL clubs have received £50k each 
from the National Lottery and the Tier 2 clubs have received 
£5k from The National Lottery. The Womens Premier League 
or Tier 3 and below didnt receive any allocation from The 
National Lottery. All clubs continue to be facing hardshp due 
to no spectators. The CPL clubs have a steady income until 
March, but after that date, there is no further guranateed 
income for the last 2 months of the season. 

 

 
What were  the 
average 
planning 
assumptions 
for the recently 
delayed 1st 
October 
phased stadia 
reopenings? 
What net income 
would this have 
achieved? What 
were the 
incremental 

Redacted Non-relevant information | CPL averages £1,600 
per match 



planning 
assumptions on 
spectator 
revenue over the 
next 12 months? 

 

 
Based on 
current 
assumptions 
can you 
illustrate the 
likely impacts 
to 
organisations 
over the 
coming 
months, with 
anticipated 
timescales? 
E.g. How many 
jobs are at risk 
(as a percentage 
of workforce)? 

FAW: Had to use the furlough to protect jobs. Cardiff, 
Swansea, Newport have all used furlough and made 
redundancies. CPL: The 12 Cymru Premier League clubs 
support; 90 full-time jobs, 245 part-time jobs, 29 work 
placements and 70 other working prospects – A total of 434 
employment opportunities, all of which would be at risk if the 
Clubs are no longer a Going Concern. 

 

 
What measures 
are the 
organisations 
within your 
sport already 
carrying out as 
a result of 
Covid-19? 
Redundancies, 
mothballing, 
refinancing etc. 

FAW: Furlough of staff, reducing overheads, cancelling all 
non-competitive international events such as youth friendly 
matches and training camps. Clubs: Furlough, redundancy, 
renegotiate player contracts. 

 

 
How do 
organisations 
within your 
sport plan to 
engage with 
fans, whilst 
stadiums are 
closed? Are 
there plans to 
stream events 
with pay-per-
view 

FAW: All international matches were televisied (Centralised 
TV deal) and we provided digital match programmes. No 
Season Ticket holders for International matches. Clubs: 
Cardiff, Swansea, Newport, Wrexham all stream matches. 
CPL - S4C have exclusive rights and have streamed and 
televised matches, but clubs cannot as they have no rights. 



opportunities? 
What 
arrangements 
have been made 
for season ticket 
holders?  

 
What pan-
economy 
measures have 
been accessed 
by 
organisations 
within your 
sport? e.g. Job 
Retention 
Scheme, 
Business Rates 
Relief, Sport 
Wales Sport 
Resilaince Fund 
etc. 

FAW: Job retention scheme. Clubs: Job Retention Scheme, 
Business Rates Relief, Sport Wales Sport Resilience Fund 

 

 
To what extent 
have other 
Covid-19 
measures 
worked? Have 
there been any 
barriers to 
entry for these 
support 
mechanisms? 
e.g  Job 
Retention 
Scheme, Sport 
Wales Sport 
Resilaince Fund 
etc. 

The Sport Wales Resilience funds haven't been appropriate 
for the top clubs, affected by the loss of spectator income. 

 

 
Please give an 
estimate of the 
potential 
magnitude and 
type of support 
required in light 
of current 
circumstances 
Please note this 

FAW - Redacted Non-relevant information | Clubs: Cymru 
Premier League £312,000, Welsh Premier Womens League - 
£9,000. Tier 2 - £64,000, Tier 3 (if return) - £64,000. No data 
for Cardiff, Swansea, Newport, Wrexham which would be in 
the £millions. 



is in relation to 
the net loss 
relating to 
spectators 
attending 
sporting events 

 

 
Please use this 
opportunity to 
provide any 
other 
information 
which you feel 
would add 
context to your 
Sport and the 
organisations 
involved. 

Football has been hit harder than any other sport in Wales 
due to the number of spectators that attend matches and the 
number of clubs that have returned. The community impact is 
most significant as the funds that support these clubs, 
support their community projects and community staff and 
these would be the first to be lost, if further cutbacks were 
required. The UK Government and Scottish Government 
investment into football in England and Scotland has been 
significant and our clubs lobby the FAW to see if football in 
Wales will receive the equivalent consequential. 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/55371573)   

 


