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Regulatory Impact Assessment of Measures to Address Agricultural Pollution’ (version 11 July). 

 
Afonydd Cymru (AC) is a Registered Charity that represents the six Rivers Trusts of Wales. AC is a 

member of Wales Environment Link, Wales’ NGO group. We are extremely concerned with the 

deterioration in the environmental quality of our rivers and as a consequence, our inland fisheries. 

Every single river now fails it conservation targets for salmon and 

most for sea trout. We are aware of a very significant number of 

pollution events and an underlying problem of diffuse pollution all 

related to poorly regulated farm pollution.  The situation seems to 

be worsening and bringing dire consequences for the 

environment, fisheries, the rural economy and water resource 

management. 

 

Afonydd Cymru has formally complained to the EC about the lack 

specific agriculture regulations and that planning decisions are 

often made without proper concern for in-combination effects. 

More recently, we have joined the Wales Landuse Management 

Forum (pollution sub group).   

 

The agricultural industry in Wales is highly subsidised but low on farmer investment: the business 

model for many farms is minimal expenditure but low profitability with many savings made with short 

cuts in environmental care. AC, which has three member Trusts bordering England has witnessed the 

arrival and positive changes brought about by the arrival of NVZs in nearby English holdings. With 17 

(shortly rising to 20) farm advisors, we have considerable insight into the MO of all types of 

agriculture, especially Dairy. 

 

Of particular relevance is the finding that a high %age of dairy holdings have inadequate or no clean 

and dirty water separation. Our farm teams have been able to offer grants to rectify this and we have 

found that the average cost of putting this right is £3340 /holding which we meet with a grant of 50%. 

Although we are still in the process of concluding our report, we are able to estimate fairly accurately 

that each farm would be contributing 186.7Kg1 of Phosphate (together with ammonia and other by 

products) to adjacent watercourses annually as a result of the absence of proper clean and dirty 

separation. We mention this as this is surely the most cost effective way of improving the water quality 

of our rivers and should be viewed in the context of other problems such as storage and spreading 

resolved by regulation. 

                                                           
1 Defra: 1M3 water carries 0. 1Kg Phosphate   



 

The value of our migratory fisheries (salmon and Sewin) to the economy has recently been estimated 

at £20m pa2 despite there being a paucity of fish almost solely attributable the pollution. If pollution is 

controlled then this should rise by at least threefold or possibly more. We cannot put a price on the 

intrinsic value of these iconic species. 

 

Other damaging effects of farm pollution include: 

 

 Significant contributions to poor air quality NH3 (Ammonia) Human Health 

 Bacterial pathogens introduced to watercourses  

 Soil loss: sedimentation damage downstream 

 Climate change gases CH4 and N2O (Methane and Nitrous Oxide) 

 May render Welsh Government subject to Infraction 

 Breaches of Water Framework Directive (no deterioration clause) 

 Breaches of Nitrate and Habitats Directive (Phosphate levels in SAC rivers) 

 Breaches several acts and policies (WBFG, Env Acts 1995 (eng) and 2016 (Wales), SMNR 

 Loss of  Biodiversity 

 A negative effect on investment in the environment 

 Complications in introducing Payment for Public Goods 

 

The Regulations 

 

Those concerned with rivers and fisheries are desperate for regulations to be introduced and take 

effect (and be enforced) Restoration of riverine ecology and fisheries cannot realistically start 

otherwise. The current proposals for an NVZ pan Wales would seem to solve the majority of farm 

pollution issues and since it would apply pan Wales, would pre-empt business moving outside any 

smaller NVZ zone.  

 

Our remaining concerns are that it is not certain that there is sufficient land to safely spread the 

amount of animal (cow and poultry) manure produced and no calculations appear to have been made 

to ascertain this one way or another. If as we suspect there is insufficient area, then it will become 

impossible for some holdings to comply and a possible excuse for noncompliance. In England some 

farms gave up dairy farming when NVZs were introduced, partly solving this problem.  

 

 It appears that the Local Authority planning process has not taken into account the need for this 

essential consideration for fully sustainable farming thus compounding this problem.  We accept that 

investment in appropriate storage and spreading apparatus must be a responsibility for the farming 

industry as is buying and owning a tractor/ pitchfork/feed/ stock etc  

 

However, AC would not be averse to a regulatory system such as a mixture of Common Binding Rules 

pan Wales plus a NVZ in susceptible areas such as West Wales and elsewhere if that ensures regulation 

comes swiftly into force.  

 

Dr Stephen Marsh-Smith    Afonydd Cymru 

                                                           
2 NRW survey by Guy Mawle 2018 


