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Overview of feedback received on the Draft SRA Design Principles

We would like to thank everyone who took the

time to comment and input into the development
of design principles to guide the mapping and
identification of potential Strategic Resource Areas
(SRAs) for WNMP safeguarding policy.

In addition to feedback on individual design
principles and the proposed approach to constraints
mapping, a number of comments were also received
relating to and providing useful input to inform the
wider SRA development process. This document
provides an overview of the key themes emerging
from the comments received and sets out how
these will be taken forward.

Design Principles and Constraints
Mapping:

A number of responses included comments on
specific design principles. In response, we have
made some amendments to the detail of the
wording of some of the individual principles. We have
included a reference to the definition of coexistence
set out within the WNMP, clarifying that, in line

with this definition, the design principle regarding
promoting coexistence should be understood to
consider colocation as a subset of co-existence.
We have also updated the wording of the design
principle relating to avoidance of complex SRA
boundaries or disjointed areas, in response to a
comment regarding the often small-scale nature

of test and demonstrations areas for emerging
marine renewable technologies. Specifically, we have
updated the wording to clarify that the reference

to ‘disjointed areas’ relates to ensuring clarity

of safeguarding measures through avoidance of
multiple very small, fragmented and isolated areas.

There were also a number of comments

highlighting considerations to be explored as part
of SRA mapping, and associated evidence needs.
These included queries in relation to methodologies
for constraints mapping and weighting, in addition
to comments and queries regarding:

e assumptions which will be made to avoid overlap
between SRAs;

¢ the extent to which consideration of co-existence
opportunities will feature in determining
SRA boundaries;

e the means by which areas where consideration
may need to be given to alternative options for
resource use will be identified; and

e criteria which will inform considerations around
‘adequacy of scale’.

We are committed to working collaboratively with
stakeholders to take forward SRA development

and we will work with stakeholders to consider

these issues. We have also added into the design
principles document some further information

on factors likely to be of relevance in the
consideration of ‘adequacy of scale’. Recognising
that SRA development relates to plan-level resource
safeguarding and not project-level consenting, we are
also committed to working with stakeholders to
explore approaches for taking forward considerations
of environmental opportunities and constraints as
part of SRA development.

Determinations regarding whether the development
of any particular SRA will be pursued or discontinued
will be progressed in accordance with the criteria
set out within the WNMP (paragraphs 50-57),

and informed by evidence, constraints mapping

and stakeholder engagement. Our approach to SRA
development also incorporates specific review points
at key points in the process, namely:

e when determining whether/which potential SRAs
to progress to consultation;

* when considering responses to consultation and
any amendments to the approach; and

* when, following consultation, determining
whether/which SRAs to take forward to formal
introduction.

We have updated the ‘Approach to developing SRAs
to support implementation of WNMP safeguarding
policy’ to clearly articulate this.
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Definitions:

We have added some additional wording into the
‘Definitions’ section regarding the role of constraints
mapping within SRA development and referencing
consenting complexity, a concept also referenced
within complementary mapping and evidence work
(for example, the Sustainable Management of Marine
Natural Resources (SMMNR) project). A number of
respondents highlighted the time-bound nature of
certain constraints. We have updated the definition
of a ‘Hard constraint’ and referenced the intention,
in line with the provisions of the WNMP, to keep
relevant matters under review in relation to any
introduced SRAs. We have also updated the wording
to reflect that hard and soft constraints are given
equal consideration, rather than necessarily being
afforded equal weighting, within the planning and
consenting process.

Proposed focus on the inshore area:

Some queries were received regarding the intent to
largely focus the SRA development process on the
inshore area. Recognising the intensity of resource
and activity distribution within the inshore area,

and extensive strategic work being taken forward at
a UK-level to plan for the development of floating and
fixed wind, we believe there is greater opportunity to
add value by focusing on the inshore area, while also
considering resources and activities related to

the offshore plan area as appropriate throughout
the process.

Wider issues:

A number of queries and comments were received

in relation to wider marine planning and the approach
to SRA development. These include clear support

for the provision of greater spatial clarity through
marine planning, including comments advocating
more extensive development planning. Through our
spatial approach to WNMP implementation, we are
taking forward a number of initiatives to support
sectoral planning and help achieve our vision for

marine planning to act as an enabling framework

for sustainable development. Alongside mapping
potential SRAs to identify and safeguard key areas
of resource, current work includes development

of Sector Locational Guidance (SLG) to better
understand future opportunities and publication of
ecological opportunities and constraints mapping
and evidence produced through the SMMNR project.
We are developing a paper providing more clarity

on work currently being taken forward through

the spatial approach, which should be read in
conjunction to the ‘Approach to developing SRAs

to support implementation of WNMP safeguarding
policy’ paper and the SRA Design Principles. We look
forward to working with stakeholders to discuss this
wider work. Alongside this, we remain committed

to continuing to liaise closely with the Crown Estate
to understand and, where appropriate, optimise
potential for synergies and complementarity between
SRA development and wider evidence and mapping
work in relation to offshore wind.

A number of comments related to the policy context
for SRA development, and whether this, and the
significance of SRA development and constraints
mapping to wider marine and sectoral planning in
support of sustainable development, should be
articulated within the design principles document.
This document focuses on setting out the design
principles which will help to guide the development
of potential SRAs and forms part of, and should be
read in conjunction with, a wider suite of documents
which provide the context to and policy rationale
for SRA development. We have expanded the
Introduction and ‘Purpose of this document’ section
of the design principles document to more clearly
articulate this and to include references to the
specific documents setting out the policy context
for SRA development. We have also re-iterated

the intent to take an integrated and co-ordinated
approach to SRA development. For clarity, we have
also added a definition of SRAs to the introduction
to the design principles document.
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A number of comments were also received

in relation to the provision of guidance to

support the implementation of policy SAF_02 in
relation to any SRAs which may be introduced.
WNMP Implementation Guidance will be

updated, in line with any potential introduction
(following consultation) of SRAs, to provide guidance
on how planners and decisions makers should take
account of any SRAs and apply policy SAF_02.

To conclude:

We would like to again express our thanks to
everyone who has commented on and inputted

into the development of the design principles.

We look forward to continuing to work in partnership
with stakeholders to progress the mapping and
development of potential SRAs.

Marine Planning team
Welsh Government
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