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Ending Physical Punishment - The journey to protecting children from physical punishment – across the world 

*GLOBAL INITIATIVE TO END ALL CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN. 
https://endcorporalpunishment.org/ 

COUNTRIES THAT HAVE ENDED 
PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT IN ALL 
SETTINGS, INCLUDING THE HOME* 

1979

UNITED NATIONS 
DECLARES THE FIRST 

INTERNATIONAL 
YEAR OF THE CHILD. 

SWEDEN 
BECOMES THE FIRST COUNTRY IN 
THE WORLD TO END PHYSICAL 
PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN. 

1983

FINLAND 

1987

NORWAY 

1989

AUSTRIA 

UN CONVENTION 
ON THE RIGHTS 
OF THE CHILD 
ESTABLISHED. 

1994 

CYPRUS 

1997

DENMARK 

1998

LATVIA 

1999

CROATIA 

2000

BULGARIA
GERMANY

ISRAEL

2002 

TURKMENISTAN 

2003

ICELAND

2004 

ROMANIA 
UKRAINE 

2005

HUNGARY

2006

GREECE

2007 

NETHERLANDS
NEW ZEALAND  

PORTUGAL 
SPAIN  

TOGO 
URUGUAY 
VENEZUELA

2008

COSTA RICA 
LIECHTENSTEIN 
LUXEMBOURG REPUBLIC OF

MOLDOVA 

2010 

ALBANIA
REPUBLIC OF CONGO

KENYA
POLAND 
TUNISIA 

2011 

SOUTH SUDAN 

2013

REPUBLIC OF CABO VERDE 
HONDURAS

NORTH MACEDONIA 

2014 

ANDORRA 
ARGENTINA 

BOLIVIA 
BRAZIL 

ESTONIA 
MALTA 
NICARAGUA 
SAN 
MARINO 

2015

BENIN
IRELAND

PERU

2016

MONGOLIA
MONTENEGRO 

PARAGUAY 
SLOVENIA 

2017

LITHUANIA

2018 

NEPAL 

2019 

WELSH GOVERNMENT
INTRODUCES LEGISLATION 

TO END THE PHYSICAL
PUNISHMENT OF CHILDREN.

FRANCE 
REPUBLIC OF KOSOVO 
SOUTH AFRICA 
SCOTLAND 
GEORGIA
JERSEY 

30TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF UNCRC.

2020 

THE CHILDREN
(ABOLITION OF DEFENCE
OF REASONABLE
PUNISHMENT)
(WALES) ACT 2020  
IS ENACTED. 

JAPAN 
SEYCHELLES
GUINEA

2021 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
COLUMBIA

2022

THE NEW LAW COMES 
INTO FORCE, ENDING THE 
PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT 
OF CHILDREN IN WALES. 

For more information, visit gov.wales/endphysicalpunishment #endphysicalpunishment 

https://endcorporalpunishment.org/
http://gov.wales/endphysicalpunishment



