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Introduction
The United Nations (UN) Committee on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) published the LOIPR 
of the combined sixth and seventh reports of 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland in February 2021. The United Kingdom 
Government published its report in response 
to the List of issues on 15 June 2022.

The Welsh Government welcomes the 
opportunity to publish an overview of progress. 
The UN Committee’s LOIPR report includes 
recommendations on both devolved and 
non-devolved areas. This report provides 
an update on the policy areas that are the 
responsibility of the Welsh Government. 

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=801&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=801&Lang=en
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/treatybodyexternal/SessionDetails1.aspx?SessionID=801&Lang=en
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Foreword
The Welsh Government is committed to the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child and I welcome the opportunity to publish a 
Wales report which addresses the 2021 List of Issues Prior to Reporting 
from the UN.

I want Wales to be a wonderful place to grow up, live and to work, where 
all children and young people are valued. In March of this year, I published 
our Children and Young People’s Plan, which has the UNCRC at its heart. 
It sets out seven cross-government priorities and a commitment to publish 
an annual progress report.

In December 2021, I published an updated Children Rights Scheme, 
which sets out revised arrangements to continue the embedding of 
children’s rights within the Welsh Government.

During the reporting period there have also been a number of significant 
legislative achievements which are highlighted in this report. A key 
achievement has been the Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable 
Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 which came into force on 21 March 2022. 
This new law protects children’s rights by prohibiting all physical 
punishment of children, something I have long campaigned for.

I am very conscious that this report is set against the background of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Brexit and a cost of living crisis. The impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on children and young people should not be 
underestimated and this report provides details of the numerous actions 
taken as a government to support children and young people.

Julie Morgan MS
Depu ty M in is te r  fo r  Heal th 

and Soc ia l  Ser v ices

https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-scheme-2021
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents
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New Developments
There have been a number of significant achievements during the reporting period.

3A – The Committee requests the State party to provide:

(a) Information on the adoption or reform of laws, policies and programmes, and any other 
type of measures taken, such as the creation or reform of institutions, that are significant for the 
implementation of the Convention, the Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict and the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography;

Corporal Punishment: 
Ending physical punishment 
of children in Wales

The Children (Abolition of Defence of 
Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 
received Royal Assent on 20 March 2020 and 
came into force on 21 March 2022. Consistent with 
UNCRC article 19, the overarching aim of the Act 
is to protect children’s rights by prohibiting all 
physical punishment of children. As a result of this 
legislation children are afforded the same legal 
protection from assault as adults. Implementation, 
which is ongoing, is being conducted with key 
stakeholders through a multi-agency Strategic 
Implementation Group and associated task and 
finish groups. 

Lowering the voting age: 
Extension of voting rights 
to 16 and 17 year olds in Wales

The voting franchise in Wales has been 
extended to 16 and 17 year olds through 
the Senedd and Elections (Wales) Act 2020 
and the Local Government and Elections 
(Wales) Act 2021 for elections to the Welsh 
Parliament/Senedd Cymru and to local 
government. The younger franchise was in 
place for the 2021 Senedd Cymru elections 
and the 2022 local government elections. 

Throughout the legislative process the views of 
young people were sought through consultation. 
Feedback showed that young people wanted 
further support in engaging with the political 
process and democratic institutions. The Welsh 
Government’s Democratic Renewal Programme 
worked with key partners to support the 
democratic engagement of Welsh citizens 
e.g. youth workers, schools and third sector 
organisations. 

Young people aged 16-17 voted for the first time 
in Senedd Elections May 2021. Around 54% of 
young people registered to vote in advance of 
these elections. Young people aged 16-17 also 
took part in local government elections held 
in May 2022.

Embedding a whole school 
approach to mental health 
and wellbeing

In March 2021, the Welsh Government published 
new statutory guidance for schools on the 
development of a whole school approach to 
emotional and mental wellbeing. The purpose 
is to help schools develop and build their own 
consistent and equitable whole school approach 
to wellbeing to meet the needs of the whole 
school population, recognising that effective 
learning can only occur in an environment 
where all are engaged.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents
https://gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020-implementation-groups
https://gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020-implementation-groups
https://gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020-implementation-groups
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/1/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/1/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/1/contents
https://gov.wales/renewing-democratic-engagement-exploratory-research
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fframework-embedding-whole-school-approach-emotional-and-mental-well-being&data=04%7C01%7CJason.Pollard%40gov.wales%7C55ef428b950a482ba18c08da07eb705e%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637831005022203688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vvGcKRmMjXl5ob0hy7DB%2B0dPnQ4H8Ls07FGCrYfCJIo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fframework-embedding-whole-school-approach-emotional-and-mental-well-being&data=04%7C01%7CJason.Pollard%40gov.wales%7C55ef428b950a482ba18c08da07eb705e%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637831005022203688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vvGcKRmMjXl5ob0hy7DB%2B0dPnQ4H8Ls07FGCrYfCJIo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fframework-embedding-whole-school-approach-emotional-and-mental-well-being&data=04%7C01%7CJason.Pollard%40gov.wales%7C55ef428b950a482ba18c08da07eb705e%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637831005022203688%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=vvGcKRmMjXl5ob0hy7DB%2B0dPnQ4H8Ls07FGCrYfCJIo%3D&reserved=0
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To support its implementation, the Welsh 
Government has made £9m available in 2022/23.  
The draft budget for 2022-23 to 2024-25, 
indicates year on year increases, which will see 
funding rise to £16.6m by 2024-25.

In 2022/23, funding has been used to support 
local authorities to:

• deliver universal and targeted interventions 
to children in schools;

• support the training of teachers and other 
school staff on their own and children’s 
wellbeing; and

• extend and improve the statutory school 
and community-based counselling service, 
which sees around 11,500 children and young 
people each year, with funding also being 
used to extend ‘age appropriate’ support to 
children below the current Year 6 threshold.

Additional Learning Needs 
and Education Tribunal (Wales) 
Act 2018

The Additional Learning Needs and Education 
Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (the Act) and the 
accompanying Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 
Code and regulations, provides the statutory 
system for meeting the ALN of children and 
young people in Wales. The Act delivers a more 
inclusive, person-centred approach which places 
the learners’ views, wishes and feelings at the 
heart of the process of planning the support 
required to enable them to learn effectively and 
achieve their full potential. The principles of the 
UNCRC and the United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRDP) 
are given effect in the Act and the ALN Code. 
Therefore, in exercising their functions under the 
Act, local authorities and health bodies are likely 
to be giving effect to relevant articles under the 
Conventions. To embed the rights under those 
conventions further, the Act includes specific 
duties on local authorities and NHS bodies to 
have due regard to the conventions. The ALN 
Code includes a chapter that deals with these 
duties. It sets out what is required to discharge 
the duties and gives further guidance about them.

All children will be moved to the new ALN system 
between September 2021 – September 2024.

The objectives of the Act are to create: 

• a unified legislative framework to support all 
children of compulsory school age or below 
with ALN, and young people with ALN in 
school or further education;

• an integrated, collaborative process of 
assessment, planning and monitoring 
which facilitates early, timely and effective 
interventions; and 

• a fair and transparent system for providing 
information and advice, and for resolving 
concerns and appeals. 

Since 2018, the Welsh Government have 
funded five regional ALN Transformation Leads 
to provide advice, support and challenge 
to prepare local authorities and education 
institutions for implementation through readiness 
self-assessments and the development of 
local implementation plans. To develop the 
ALN workforce the Welsh Government have 
delivered an extensive package of training, 
core skills development and ongoing professional 
development for all practitioners. They have also 
funded the professional training of educational 
psychologists in Wales to help secure a supply 
of specialist capacity in the sector. 

The success of this approach has increased 
sector confidence in delivery and informed 
development of a National Implementation 
Programme. The programme will be delivered 
in conjunction with national implementation leads 
and an ALN implementation steering group to 
provide continued support to the sector and 
maintain progression from transformation to 
implementation.

Curriculum and Assessment 
(Wales) Act 2020

In September 2022, the new curriculum will 
be taught in Welsh schools. A duty has been 
placed on governing bodies and head teachers 
of maintained schools and nurseries to promote 
knowledge and understanding of the UNCRC 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-12/draft-budget-proposals-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/210326-the-additional-learning-needs-code-for-wales-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/210326-the-additional-learning-needs-code-for-wales-2021.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/4/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/4/contents/enacted
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and the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNRPD) 
to their teaching staff. 

The duty will support teaching staff in 
mainstreaming children’s rights into their 
everyday teaching practices when designing 
and delivering their curriculum.

The philosophy and importance of the UNCRC 
is also embedded throughout the new curriculum 
with the Humanities Area of Learning Experience 
(AoLE) outlining the need for learners to 
understand their rights and engage with 
the concept of rights more generally. 

3B – Information on measures taken to ensure the protection of the rights of children in the context 
of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and to mitigate the adverse impacts of the 
pandemic, in view of the statement of the Committee of 8 April 2020 on the effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic on children; 

Impact of COVID-19 on Babies, 
Children and Young people

COVID-19 has had a negative impact on the 
lives of our most vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children and families. This section sets out our 
approach to supporting the following sectors/
stakeholders:

• Early years

• Schools

• Parents

• Direct support to families

• Listening to the voices of children and 
young people during the pandemic.

Healthy Child Wales Programme 
The Healthy Child Wales Programme (HCWP) 
sets out what planned contacts children and their 
families can expect from their health boards from 
maternity service handover to the first years of 
schooling (0-7 years).

The coronavirus pandemic presented 
unprecedented challenges to children, 
families and the services that support them. 
A range of key contacts were maintained as 
part of the HCWP to ensure all families were 
supported over this period. Welsh Government 
advised that, until notified otherwise, 
health boards should operate in accordance 
with the following principles:

• Ensure assessment visits at 10-14 days for 
all families, the home contact (Home visit 
vs Telephone) to be determined using 
professional judgement according to 
information available on family circumstances.

• Ensure existing data collection processes 
are followed.

• The primary care (GP) physical examination 
(6 week) contact is to continue. Ensure existing 
data collection processes are followed.

• Continue to undertake the 6 month contact 
at home/hub/phone, whilst ensuring that 
existing data collection processes are 
followed. The home contact to be determined 
using professional judgement according to 
information available on family circumstances.

• Ensure existing data collection processes 
are followed. 

• Continued provision of routine vaccinations. 
Health Visiting Team and School Nurses to 
support the delivery of service to be locally 
determined.

• Continued support for families’ identified with 
safeguarding or enhanced/intensive needs. 
In these cases, all the usual contacts will still 
apply. The home contact to be determined 
using professional judgement according to 
information available on family circumstances. 

All Families who had concerns about their 
children were still able to contact their 
health visitor for advice.

https://gov.wales/healthy-child-wales-programme-0
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Child Development Fund and Speech 
Language and Communication 
The Child Development Fund was established 
to provide additional support to children and 
families impacted most by lockdown as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, to address concerns 
around developmental delay, in areas such as 
speech, language and communication, fine and 
gross motor skills and personal and social 
development. 

In ensuring that no family is left behind as a 
result of the pandemic, the Welsh Government 
allocated up to £18.5m to local authorities across 
Wales between October 2020 and March 2023 
to help them meet the demand for additional 
development support in light of the impact of 
health protection restrictions and an increase in 
referrals due to pressures encountered as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The fund is targeted 
at children aged 0-5 years of age, to boost 
the delivery of services and address concerns 
around development delay in areas such as 
speech, language and communication, fine and 
gross motor skills and personal and social 
development, ensuring children and families 
receive the they need to thrive and achieve 
their full potential.

To drive down waiting lists and provide timely 
support for children, young people and those 
who are newly vulnerable, Welsh Government 
also allocated up to £14m for an Early Help 
programme. This helped to bolster services 
delivered by the Flying Start and Families First 
programmes.

Interactive, creative and play-based 
initiatives for all years
£5m was provided in 2021-22 to support the 
provision of free interactive, creative and 
play-based initiatives for children and young 
people aged 0-25 to help support their social, 
emotional, physical and mental wellbeing 
over the summer period via the Summer of 
Fun programme. The Summer of Fun 2021 
independent evaluation reported that over 
67,500 children and young people across Wales 
benefitted. Almost half of all providers offered 
family activities alongside activities for children 
and young people.

£20m was also provided for similar activities 
over the winter via the Winter of Wellbeing. 
An independent evaluation of the Winter of 
Wellbeing is due in late 2022.

A further £7m has been allocated to support 
a Summer of Fun in 2022, which will again see 
a mix of sport, cultural, leisure and play based 
activities provided for children and young people 
aged 0-25.

Schools 
Throughout the pandemic, the Welsh Government 
put the wellbeing of learners at the heart of its 
decision making; with decisions in relation to 
schools and education taken in line with the 
very latest public health advice. Schools were 
repurposed to support the children of critical 
workers and the most vulnerable children and 
investment was made in counselling services 
and mental health support, including funding 
local authorities to deliver counselling services 
in schools and to recruit additional counsellors. 
The Welsh Government also developed new 
guidance and online resources for mental health 
to help deal with additional issues created by 
the coronavirus.

Schools in Wales made tremendous efforts 
to ensure all students continued learning even 
when schools were closed. Wales led the way in 
remote learning, with all maintained schools able 
to access a range of digital tools and resources 
to support distance learning. To support this, 
the Welsh Government supplied in excess of 
185,000 devices to schools to support teaching 
and learning in the classroom, which could be 
used to support learners with remote learning. 
In addition, over 10,000 4G MiFi devices were 
provided to support digitally excluded learners.

Welsh Government provided:

• an additional £83.3m to provide free school 
meals during school holidays and for learners 
unable to attend school as a result of the 
pandemic; and

• £4.85m to fund food and fun engagement 
activities as part of the School Holiday 
Enrichment Programme.

https://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance
https://gov.wales/families-first
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsummer-fun-evaluation&data=05%7C01%7CKirsten.Geary%40gov.wales%7Cc7ae6fbf937f45df5fca08da665ba1a9%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637934840973196942%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FeoGNvP6%2ByqarAuU3imKMlsRDAZ0ysHhlDOFs1M3KvE%3D&reserved=0
https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/e53adf44-76cb-4635-b6c2-62116bb63a9a/en?_ga=2.50064737.63031576.1656343834-1254525639.1648050042
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As schools have begun to return to usual 
operations and our focus in Wales has settled on 
our recovery programme, the Welsh Government 
have employed 1,800 additional teachers and 
teaching assistants as extra members of support 
staff to support our children in their future learning 
and development.

Support for parents 
Supporting parents was a key part of the 
refocussed Parenting. Give it time campaign. 
From May 2020, the campaign was delivered 
under a new umbrella “Stay Safe. Stay Positive” 
and worked with partners to provide advice and 
support for parents during lockdown, including 
developing new resources with experts in 
the field such as top tips for parents of young 
children, and to help with separation anxiety as 
children returned to childcare and school after 
the extended period many of them spent at home.

In November 2020 the ‘Parenting Moments’ 
campaign was launched. Parenting. Give it time 
has continued to evolve and in November 2021, 
a refreshed website went live with information, 
advice and support for parents with children up 
to the age of 18 years of age (originally 0-7 years 
of age).

Discretionary Assistance Fund
Welsh Government provided additional financial 
support to households through the allocation of 
an extra £14.9m in 2020/21 and £14.7m in 2021/22 
which supported an increase in demand and a 
relaxation to the limit on the number of claims 
being awarded from the Discretionary Assistance 
Fund.

As part of the 2022/23 final budget, a further 
£15m has been made available for the 
Discretionary Assistance Fund ensuring more 
people receive emergency financial support 
when they need it.

Funding for food banks
Since 2019, Welsh Government has provided 
£14.84m to tackle food poverty. Organisations 
have been supported to access, store and 
distribute additional supplies of good quality 
food to their customers. 

Investment has also supported the development 
of a resilient infrastructure for the long-term 
benefit of communities. The funding has 
supported community groups to develop projects 
such as social supermarkets, community cafes, 
lunch clubs and community cookery classes. 
It has also supported the purchase of equipment 
such as fridges, freezers and cooking equipment.

Projects have helped build community resilience 
by co-locating a range of support services 
such as debt and housing advice, built around 
community food provision.

Listening to the voices of children 
and young people during the 
pandemic
Welsh Government worked in collaboration 
with the Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 
Children in Wales and the Welsh Youth 
Parliament to run two nation-wide 
Coronavirus and Me surveys of children and 
young people. With more than 43,000 responses 
it allowed children and young people to provide 
their views about the impact of the pandemic 
on a range of issues including their health, 
education and social aspects of their lives. 

The following reports were also produced to 
highlight the needs of specific groups of children 
and young people:

• Experiences of children under 7

• Experiences of young people aged 15-18

• Experiences of disabled children

• Experiences of children from Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic backgrounds

The Welsh Government used the survey results 
widely when conducting children’s rights impact 
assessments – including on COVID-19 measures.

To supplement the survey, and to ensure 
Ministers heard directly from children and young 
people, regular virtual meetings were also held 
between young people, the First Minister and 
individual Cabinet Ministers.

https://gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time
https://gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time/stay-positive
https://gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time/guidance-and-advice/tricky-moments-and-behaviours
https://gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time/guidance-and-advice/tricky-moments-and-behaviours
https://gov.wales/discretionary-assistance-fund-daf
https://gov.wales/discretionary-assistance-fund-daf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/
https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/
https://youthparliament.senedd.wales/
https://youthparliament.senedd.wales/
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirus-our-work/coronavirus-and-me-results/
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirus-our-work/coronavirus-and-me-results/
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/coronavirus-our-work/experiences-of-children-under-7/
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Briefing_Report_1518_FINAL_ENG.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/BriefingReport_disability_FINAL_ENG.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Briefing_Report_E_2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Briefing_Report_E_2020_FINAL.pdf
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The UK Government has failed to honour its 
pledge to fully replace the EU Structural and 
Investment funds, with Wales more than £1 billion 
worse off1. These funds supported investment in 
national programmes including apprenticeships 
and business support, and programmes delivered 
by other sectors, including support for children 
who are Not in Education of Training (NEET).

Welsh local authorities will now receive a 
maximum of £585m over three years from the 
Shared Prosperity Fund, with £101m of that 
ring-fenced to deliver a UK Government adult 
numeracy scheme called Multiply.

1   Written Statement: Loss of funding to Wales as a result of the UK Government’s arrangements for replacement EU funding (4 May 2022) 
| GOV.WALES

Taith: International Learning 
Exchange Programme

In Wales, the Taith programme seeks to 
replace the opportunities previously available 
through the Erasmus+ programme. £65m will 
support 15,000 outbound and 10,000 inbound 
mobility opportunities for both learners and 
staff, and is available across all education 
providers, including Youth, Adult Education, 
Further Education, Vocational Education and 
Training, and Higher Education. The Turing 
Scheme, operated by the UK Government, 
also replaces some Erasmus+ activity – 
specifically outbound activity for learners. 
It does not replace any activity for young people 
in youth work settings.

3C – Information on measures taken to ensure that the State party’s withdrawal from the 
European Union, as well as the loss of related funding, do not have an adverse impact on 
children’s rights, and in ensuring that the principle of the best interests of the child is reflected 
in all legislative and policy matters and judicial decisions affecting children; 

https://gov.wales/written-statement-loss-funding-wales-result-uk-governments-arrangements-replacement-eu-funding
https://gov.wales/written-statement-loss-funding-wales-result-uk-governments-arrangements-replacement-eu-funding
https://www.taith.wales/
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4 – The Committee requests the State party to provide information on how a child rights based 
approach is integrated into the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of measures 
for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, including with regard to child participation and 
data collection, and how such measures promote the realization of children’s rights under the 
Convention and the Optional Protocols thereto.

In Wales the Well-being of Future Generations 
(Wales) Act 2015 provides a comprehensive 
approach to sustainable development that mirrors 
the Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals framework and supports the UNCRC 
and commitments to involve children and 
young people in decisions that affect them.

The measurement framework for the well-being 
of Wales consists of 50 well-being indicators 
and an annual Well-being of Wales Report 
which includes data on children and related 
aspects. In 2018, a separate report on children’s 
wellbeing was published alongside the main 
well-being report. The next report will be 
updated in September 2022, and an updated 
child well-being report will also be published.

Each national indicator has its own interactive 
page on the national indicators dashboard 
and these are updated when new data becomes 
available. The set of national indicators was 
reviewed in 2021. As part of this process, 
to ensure children’s rights were embedded, 
input was sought from the Welsh Government’s 
Children’s Rights Advisory Group, and the 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales was invited 
to respond to the formal consultation. Views were 
also sought from a panel of young people to 
ensure they had the opportunity to directly 
express their views and have them considered. 
Topics of importance raised by young people 
were included in the revised indicator set – 
for example, the inclusion of a new indicator 
on justice.

The School Health Research Network’s 
(SHRN) Student Health and Wellbeing Survey, 
which takes place every two years, is a national 
survey providing high quality data on the 
health and wellbeing of around 120,000 young 
people aged 11–16 in Wales. SHRN is a 
collaboration between Cardiff University, 
the Welsh Government, Public Health Wales and 
Cancer Research UK. A research advisory group 
of young people helps to shape the survey’s 
content and disseminate findings. The latest 
survey round included specific questions on 
children’s rights.

In 2019 Wales contributed to the UK Government’s 
first Voluntary National Review of the Sustainable 
Development Goals and published a separate 
supplementary report on actions taken in 
Wales which included data and narrative 
regarding children.

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/WFGAct-English.pdf
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/WFGAct-English.pdf
https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-national-indicators
https://gov.wales/wellbeing-wales-2021-html
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-08/well-being-of-wales-2018-what-do-we-know-about-childrens-well-being.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-08/well-being-of-wales-2018-what-do-we-know-about-childrens-well-being.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-07/well-being-of-wales-2018_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/statistics-and-research/2019-08/well-being-of-wales-2018-what-do-we-know-about-childrens-well-being.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fwellbeing-wales-national-indicators&data=05%7C01%7CStefanie.Taylor005%40gov.wales%7C3ed4a9d6ff7e46ccc70408da3993cd38%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637885604275075470%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1HFmf65ZqJCs0AtAaZqCPiy%2FSsqziuwWCdBwgfu1mwk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.shrn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SHRN-NR-FINAL-23_03_21-en-AMENDED06.08.21.pdf
https://www.shrn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/SHRN-NR-FINAL-23_03_21-en-AMENDED06.08.21.pdf
https://gov.wales/wales-and-the-sustainable-development-goals
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Rights of the 
Convention and the 
Optional Protocols
A. General measures of implementation (arts. 4, 42 and 44 (6))

Reservations and legislation
Please explain the measures taken to:

5B – Bring its domestic legislation in line with the Convention and ensure that the principles 
and provisions of the Convention and the Optional Protocols are directly applicable and justiciable 
under domestic law, particularly in England, Northern Ireland and the overseas territories and 
Crown dependencies;

The Welsh Government has set out its 
approach to exploring options for incorporation 
of UN Conventions into Welsh law, such 
as a Welsh Human Rights Bill, in line our 
Programme for Government commitment in this 
area. A Human Rights Advisory Group has been 
established to support this work.

Children’s rights are enshrined under The Rights 
of the Children and Young Persons (Wales) 
Measure 2011 which requires Welsh Ministers 
to have due regard to the UNCRC and its optional 
protocols when exercising any of their functions.

The Welsh Government fully supports ratifying 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child on a Communications 
Procedure (2014). The First Minister of Wales wrote 
to the UK Prime Minister in March 2021 asking 
the UK Government to ratify this Protocol which 
allows individual children to make representation 
to the UN regarding alleged violations of their 
rights. There has been no indication from the 
UK Government that they will consider ratification 
of the protocol.

https://gov.wales/strengthening-and-advancing-equality-and-human-rights-wales-research-report-welsh-government
https://gov.wales/strengthening-and-advancing-equality-and-human-rights-wales-research-report-welsh-government
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
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The revised Children’s Rights Scheme 2021 
sets out additional measures to embed children’s 
rights within Welsh Government. These include, 

• a revised CRIA template and manual for 
Welsh Government officials to support 
the embedding of children rights; 

• access to updated training; 

• a requirement for every Minister to meet 
with children and young people at least 
once a year; 

• a plan to raise awareness of children rights 
to empower children and young people to 
exercise their rights as citizens of Wales and 
the world;

• an enhanced feedback and complaints 
process for young people.

5D – Assess proposals to revise the Human Rights Act from a child rights perspective;

5C – Establish a child rights impact assessment procedure for all legislation and policies affecting 
children, particularly in England and Northern Ireland, including in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic;

The Welsh Government has a clear commitment 
to promoting and protecting human rights which 
is embedded into the founding legislation of the 
Welsh Government.

The Welsh Government works closely with the 
UK Government and other devolved governments 
to ensure we fulfil our international obligations 
and comply with the UN Conventions signed and 
ratified by the UK State party.

The UK Government’s proposal to replace the 
Human Rights Act 1998 with a Bill of Rights has 
complicated the legislative context in this area. 
We made clear our fundamental opposition to 
this during consultation at the start of the year, 
so it was very disappointing to see this regressive 
proposal included in the Queen’s Speech on 
10 May.

The Bill of Rights was introduced to parliament 
by the Deputy Prime Minister on 22 June. There 
was very little prior engagement with the Welsh 
Government and the response to the consultation 
was published on the same day. Nearly 13,000 
people responded to this consultation - these can 
scarcely have been given proper consideration 
before the Bill of Rights was introduced. Welsh 
Ministers issued a Written Statement on 22 June, 
deploring the way the UK Government has gone 
about this.

The Human Rights Act 1998 sets out the basic 
rights and freedoms that everyone in the 
UK is entitled to. Under the latest proposals 
a new Bill of Rights would not reflect some 
of the key principles and protections in the 
Human Rights Act. 

It has never been more important that the United 
Kingdom as a whole is seen to be defending 
universal human rights, both in this country and 
around the world. The UK should be standing 
up for human rights at a time when they are 
increasingly being threatened elsewhere, 
including by Russia in Ukraine.

Instead, the UK Government has prioritised the 
repeal of the Human Rights Act 1998, which many 
consider unnecessary and counterproductive. 
The replacement Bill of Rights does not replicate 
important provisions in the Act that empower 
UK Courts to give effect to judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights. This could have 
ramifications for the rights of persons in the UK 
seeking to enforce their rights in the UK courts.

There is an important constitutional issue too. 
The Human Rights Act 1998 is fundamental to 
Welsh democracy; legislation passed in the 
Senedd must be compatible with the Act, so any 
action or change must have the agreement of all 
of the UK’s national legislatures. This is a point 
accepted by the UK Government.

https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-scheme-2021
https://gov.wales/childrens-rights-impact-assessment-template-guidance-staff-welsh-government
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/raising-awareness-of-childrens-rights.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/human-rights-act-reform-a-modern-bill-of-rights/outcome/human-rights-act-reform-a-modern-bill-of-rights-consultation-response
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In our response to the consultation, 
we highlighted how human rights in general and 
the Human Rights Act 1998 and the European 
Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) in particular 
have been at the heart of devolution in Wales.

The response to the consultation was published 
on the same day the Bill was introduced to 
parliament. Nearly 13,000 people responded to 
this consultation, yet the consultation outcome 
coincided with Bill introduction. We deplore the 
way the UK Government has gone about this.

We will of course study the Bill of Rights very 
carefully – this work has already begun – and we 
have told the Deputy Prime Minister that we are 
willing to continue in dialogue as it progresses 
through Parliament.

We will continue to call on the UK Government 
to change direction while it is still possible to do 
so, by re-committing not just to the retention of 
the existing Human Rights Act 1998 but to the 
UK Courts ability to give full effect to judgments 
of the European Court of Human Rights.

Meanwhile, we remain committed to taking 
forward a positive and progressive plan of 
action to strengthen and advance equality and 
human rights for all the people of Wales. We will 
shortly be establishing a Human Rights Advisory 
Group to oversee progress and ensure strong 
stakeholder engagement.

Our research into Strengthening and advancing 
equality and human rights in Wales research 
report (SAEHR), published on 26 August 2021, 
points the way in relation to safeguarding 
and promoting equality and human rights 
of individuals and communities in Wales. 
Our response to the report sets out the main 
areas of work the Welsh Government will take 
forward, including:

• developing a suite of guidance on human 
rights;

• reviewing the Public Sector Equality Duty 
regulations;

• adding human rights to our integrated impact 
assessments; and

• stepping up the way in which we promote 
these issues in Wales.

The Welsh Government will now develop a 
detailed plan of action and timeline to cover 
all of these streams of work, and will also be 
undertaking preparatory work on options for 
incorporation of UN Conventions into Welsh 
law, in line with the first recommendation of 
the SAEHR report and our own Programme for 
Government commitment to incorporate both 
the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (UNCRPD) and the Convention on the 
Elimination of all Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW). 

The scope and timing of any legislation, such 
as a Welsh Human Rights Bill will be subject to 
future decisions, depending on the outcome of 
this preparatory work.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fstrengthening-and-advancing-equality-and-human-rights-wales&data=04%7C01%7CPaul.Dear%40gov.wales%7C535b79ae50764f6c53b308d9b3e6e2d2%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637738626512883691%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VlQXlbcWJtZdr3qU4DBVkL3IUZjmh08GYHVb%2Fmv6x9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fstrengthening-and-advancing-equality-and-human-rights-wales&data=04%7C01%7CPaul.Dear%40gov.wales%7C535b79ae50764f6c53b308d9b3e6e2d2%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637738626512883691%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VlQXlbcWJtZdr3qU4DBVkL3IUZjmh08GYHVb%2Fmv6x9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fstrengthening-and-advancing-equality-and-human-rights-wales&data=04%7C01%7CPaul.Dear%40gov.wales%7C535b79ae50764f6c53b308d9b3e6e2d2%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637738626512883691%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=VlQXlbcWJtZdr3qU4DBVkL3IUZjmh08GYHVb%2Fmv6x9Y%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
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Comprehensive policy, strategy and coordination

To help deliver Welsh Government’s commitment 
to children and young people a children 
and young person’s plan was launched in 
March 2022. The plan is committed to the 
principles of the UNCRC and sets out seven 
cross-government priorities which were 
developed alongside children and young people. 
The plan sets out a vision that all children will: 

• have the best start in life

• be treated fairly

• be supported in their journey through 
education, training and (self-) employment, 
and when they move between these places

• be supported to help them feel mentally 
and emotionally strong

• be supported to have a fair chance in life

• have a good and secure home to live in

• receive the support they need to stay together 
or come back together with their family, 
if possible.

Children and young people were involved in the 
development of the plan and will be involved in 
monitoring its progress. Each year Ministers will 
report on how the actions in the plan are helping 
them reach nine ambitious milestones.

The Welsh Government publishes a compliance 
report every 2.5 years which highlights how 
Welsh Ministers demonstrate due regard to 
UNCRC. The latest compliance report was 
published in February 2021. 

The Welsh Government has also published an 
update on progress following the publication of 
the UNCRC Concluding Observations 2016 report 
into the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland. The latest report was published 
in March 2021. 

6B – Mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating the implementation and impact of policies and 
programmes for children’s rights, including the 2009 Working Together, Achieving More strategy;

6A – Please provide information on ensuring comprehensive implementation of the Convention 
across all areas of government, in the absence of an updated State-wide strategy and 
corresponding action plans in England, Wales and Northern Ireland;

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/children-and-young-peoples-plan.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/children-and-young-peoples-plan.pdf
https://gov.wales/well-being-future-generations-national-indicators-2021-html
https://gov.wales/rights-children-and-young-persons-wales-measure-2011-compliance-report
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/un-committee-rights-of-child-concluding-observations-welsh-government-update.pdf
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6C – Establishing statutory bodies at interministerial levels in devolved administrations, overseas 
territories and Crown dependencies to effectively coordinate the implementation 
of the Convention.

The Welsh Government has established the 
Children’s Rights team to: 

• offer expert advice and guidance across the 
Welsh Government on all areas of children’s 
rights;

• support officials to understand the UNCRC 
and its Optional Protocols and their role in 
ensuring the due regard duty is met; and 

• leading the Welsh Government response 
to UNCRC reports and UN Concluding 
Observations recommendations.

The Welsh Government provides core funding to 
Children in Wales, which is the national umbrella 
organisation representing over 250 organisations 
and professionals who work with children and 
young people. This funding enables Children 
in Wales to administer the UNCRC Monitoring 
Group which provides the Welsh Government 
with independent, external scrutiny of the 
implementation of the Convention. 

A Children Rights Advisory Group (CRAG) 
has also been established to provide Welsh 
Government officials with monthly expert, 
external advice and challenge on how Welsh 
Government policies support the UNCRC.

Allocation of resources
Please describe the measures taken to:

7A – Incorporate a child rights-based approach into the State budgeting process, including by 
implementing a tracking system for the allocation and use of resources for children and assessing 
how investments in all sectors serve the best interests of children;

Section 1 of the Rights of Children and Young 
Persons (Wales) Measure 2011 embeds 
consideration of children’s rights into Welsh 
law and requires Welsh Ministers to consider 
children’s rights when exercising any of their 
functions, which includes budgetary decisions.

Our Draft Budget 2022-23, published in 
December 2021 was part of a suite of documents 
to support and provide additional evidence in 
respect of how funding is allocated. This included 
setting out the impacts of our spending decisions 
as part of the main narratives in chapters four and 
six, highlighting spending decisions that directly 
impact on children and young people.

The assessment of impacts of budget decisions 
is set out within the main narrative and 
complemented by the Strategic Integrated 
Impact Assessment (SIIA) which can be found in 
Annex D of the Draft Budget. The SIIA sets out 
the contextual evidence that has supported the 
spending decisions made.

As part of the SIIA Welsh Government also 
presented case studies on the impacts of specific 
spending decisions to better demonstrate 
how assessment is undertaken in more detail. 
Case studies were included on Free School 
Meals, Looked after Children preventative 
budgeting as well as the Basic Income Pilot 
and the Young Persons Guarantee.

https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/
https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/professionals/our-work/rights/wales-uncrc-monitoring-group/
https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/professionals/our-work/rights/wales-uncrc-monitoring-group/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fdraft-budget-2022-2023&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Daniels-Griffiths%40gov.wales%7Cedaf809a0a564f78b24a08da332a3720%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637878553639659131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bOdL70mXg4v2jWPK9vYDb3vJMAflhmSYEyh8gyqveg4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fdraft-budget-2022-2023&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Daniels-Griffiths%40gov.wales%7Cedaf809a0a564f78b24a08da332a3720%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637878553639659131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bOdL70mXg4v2jWPK9vYDb3vJMAflhmSYEyh8gyqveg4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fdraft-budget-2022-2023&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Daniels-Griffiths%40gov.wales%7Cedaf809a0a564f78b24a08da332a3720%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637878553639659131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bOdL70mXg4v2jWPK9vYDb3vJMAflhmSYEyh8gyqveg4%3D&reserved=0
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Ministers’ written evidence papers to Senedd 
scrutiny committees were also published as 
part of the 2022-23 Draft Budget package and 
include further information about how impact 
considerations have informed budget allocations 
within each Main Expenditure Group.

These provide a detailed account of how 
budget decisions impact on different groups, 
including children. Underpinning this is an 
integrated approach to impact assessment 
as well as a commitment to embed these 
considerations throughout the budget 
documentation and supporting evidence. 
This enables a more balanced and considered 
approach to understanding how negative and 

unintended consequences can be mitigated 
through strategic budget decisions. The Welsh 
Government believes this is a strengthened 
approach which reduces the risks of unintended 
impacts which could result from considering each 
area of impact in isolation. In undertaking this 
approach, a range of evidence and information 
is utilised, including detailed policy impact 
assessments as part of our ongoing policy 
development and review.

The Welsh Government are committed to 
exploring how to better improve our approach to 
assessing the impact of budget decisions as part 
of the Budget Improvement Plan (BIP) published 
annually alongside the Draft Budget.

7B – Ensure a transparent and participatory budgeting process by involving children and 
enhancing accountability in public procurement processes, including in times of emergency.

As part of our Budget Improvement Plan, 
which outlines planned improvements to budget 
and tax processes, the Welsh Government 
are continuing to explore how to engage 
and involve children and young people in 
budgetary processes. This included a pilot 
project, involving economics teachers in Wales, 
which began in 2021 with the aim of engaging 
teachers and students in the Budget process 
and increasing their understanding of the types 
of decisions made by Welsh Government. 
The Finance Minister and the Chief Economist 
have also taken part in Q&A sessions with 
students, answering questions and talking about 
their roles and the work they carry out in the 
budgeting process.

A budget awareness campaign was introduced 
in 2021 to increase understanding of the 
budget event, with clear and simple messaging 
introducing the Finance Minister and their role. 
This was followed with the accessible budget 
resources, aimed at children and young people, 
to convey key budget messages simply.

The Welsh Government are continuing to explore 
ways in which to engage with stakeholders to 
increase the reach of the resources developed 
for young people and to explore further digital 
engagement opportunities with children and 
young people into 2022-23.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/ministers-written-evidence-to-senedd-scrutiny-committees-2022-2023.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-12/2022-2023-budget-improvement-plan-1.pdf


U N I T E D  N A T I O N ’ S  C O N V E N T I O N  O N  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  T H E  C H I L D  ( U N C R C )  R E P O R T21

7C – Ensure that children, including those in vulnerable situations, are not affected by austerity 
measures or regressive measures taken in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and the potential 
consequences of the economic crisis triggered by those measures.

Please see response to question 3B.

The Welsh Government acknowledges the 
impacts of socio-economic harms as a result of 
the pandemic have been felt by groups that were 
already disadvantaged including children and 
young people. The 2022-23 Budget recognises 
this and has taken steps over the next three years 
to 2024-25 to counter the potential impact on 
children and young people.

The key levers for tackling poverty such as 
powers over the tax and welfare systems 
(excluding devolved taxes and Welsh benefits) 
sit with the UK Government. 

In this context Welsh Government is doing 
all it can to protect children affected by the 
austerity and regressive measures implemented 
by the UK Government. We are investing 
significantly in early years and support for 
families, including further investment in free 
school meals and PDG Access. The Welsh 
Government are also providing targeted funding 
for mental health support for children and young 
people recognising the risks of the lasting and 
long-term impacts felt by our young people in 
Wales. Further details of these positive measures 
are set out in chapter 4 of the Draft Budget 
2022-23 published on 20 December 2021, and in 
chapter 2 of the Final Budget 2022-23 published 
on 1 March 2022.

Data collection

8 – Please update the Committee on efforts to improve the collection and quality of disaggregated 
data for all areas of the Convention, including on violence, children in alternative care, 
children with disabilities, mental health, food insecurity, malnutrition, education, and asylum-
seeking and migrant children.

The Welsh Government works closely with other 
UK Government Departments as the source of 
data in a number of these areas, including on 
violence, asylum-seeking and migrant children.

Working collaboratively with the School Health 
Research Network to capture information about 
the circumstances of school-aged children 
enables improved understanding of children 
and young people’s health and well-being, 
whilst improved data is now available on 
specialist mental health services for children.

A full range of information on children’s education 
continues to be captured, with additional data 
now available on outcomes of learners in post-16 
education and the factors that influence post-16 
learner achievement. With a focus on leaving no 
one behind, additional analyses are now being 
made available of educational, health and other 
datasets by protected characteristics (sex, age, 
disability, ethnicity etc.), where possible. A newly 
established Equality, Race and Disability 
Evidence Unit will help to build improved 
evidence to support such analyses, including for 
asylum seekers. 

https://gov.wales/pupil-development-grant-access
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fdraft-budget-2022-2023&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Daniels-Griffiths%40gov.wales%7Cedaf809a0a564f78b24a08da332a3720%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637878553639659131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bOdL70mXg4v2jWPK9vYDb3vJMAflhmSYEyh8gyqveg4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fdraft-budget-2022-2023&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Daniels-Griffiths%40gov.wales%7Cedaf809a0a564f78b24a08da332a3720%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637878553639659131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bOdL70mXg4v2jWPK9vYDb3vJMAflhmSYEyh8gyqveg4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Ffinal-budget-2022-2023&data=05%7C01%7CLisa.Daniels-Griffiths%40gov.wales%7C7c5c7f26b7044cd0dd1608da33409f88%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637878649880916317%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UuwbOjcP%2FOVuOPTGNbcV2PT01f8zzaLV3rrGNvAyLx4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.shrn.org.uk/
https://www.shrn.org.uk/
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In 2018, a report entitled “Well-being of Wales 
2017-18; What do we know about children’s 
well-being?” was published alongside the 
Well-being of Wales report. It brought together 
a wide range of data on the well-being of 
children from data about a healthy start in life, 
healthy behaviours and personal wellbeing; to 
development and attainment throughout school 
life, participation in education or employment, 
in sport and cultural activities (including Welsh 
language use); and data about prevalence and 
impact of adverse childhood events, bullying, 
violence and crime. Where data was available 
this would draw out information about different 
groups within the population including those of 
different ethnicities, gender or socio-economic 
background or children in care. We will publish 
an update of this child well-being report later 
this year.

Data on child poverty continues to be monitored 
with information about likelihood of children in 
Wales being in families in persistent poverty 
having been published since 2016. We have 
provided funding towards an increased sample 
for the Family Resources Survey in future years 
to provide better quality estimates and insight on 
children in poverty.

Whilst the Home Office publishes data at a 
UK level on asylum applications and resettlement 
by age, data on unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children who are receiving care and support from 
local authority social services in Wales continues 
to be collected and published. Quarterly data 
from the Home Office’s EU Settlement Scheme 
by age and local authority is being used to 
understand children likely to settle through 
this scheme. We rely on the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) for detailed estimates of internal 
and international migration by age. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic more regular 
data has been received from schools regarding 
the impact on pupil attendance as a result of the 
pandemic, this has enabled analysis of absence 
for girls and boys, for those who have Additional 
Learning Needs and according to whether or not 
pupils are eligible for free school meals.

Also, during the pandemic more regular data 
has been captured on children who, along with 
other members of their household have been 
accommodated in temporary accommodation 

after seeking support from local authorities as 
they were at risk of homelessness. Whilst some 
services were disrupted for a time during the 
pandemic, data continued to be captured 
on specialist mental health services, school 
counselling, and childhood vaccination uptake.

Welsh Government has included questions on 
food poverty in the National Survey for Wales 
since 2016/17.

We are continuing developments using 
administrative data to see what insights can be 
provided by data linking. Administrative Data 
Research Wales (ADR Wales), is a partnership 
between Welsh Government, Swansea University 
Medical School and Wales Institute of Social and 
Economic Research and Data (WISERD). The aim 
of ADR Wales is to deliver linked data analysis to 
support the Welsh Government’s Programme for 
Government. ADR Wales makes use of Swansea 
University’s Secure and Anonymised Information 
Linkage (SAIL) Databank.

ADR Wales has recently secured £17m of funding 
for the 2022-2026 period from the Economic 
and Social Research Council (ESRC). Two of the 
key priorities of ADR Wales for 2022-2026 are 
early years and education and we are currently 
developing a programme of linked data analysis 
projects to support these policy areas, building 
on work undertaken in the previous ADR Wales 
funding period. For example, analysis of 
outcomes from the Welsh Government’s Flying 
Start programme, and of difficulties faced by 
pupils from low-income households in making 
the transition from compulsory education.

Whilst early years and education are the ADR 
Wales themes most directly relevant to children 
we expect analysis under the other ADR Wales 
themes to provide insight on the experiences 
of children in Wales. For example, under the 
homelessness theme of the previous ADR Wales 
funding period, researchers undertook analysis 
of absence from school amongst children 
living in homeless households. Furthermore, 
under the mental health theme, ADR Wales 
academics produced a report on the association 
of school absence and exclusion, with recorded 
neurodevelopmental disorders (including mental 
health disorders and self-harm) in a large cohort 
of young people in Wales.

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3m9PswcP4AhUKB8AKHYNAB2IQFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstatistics-and-research%2F2019-01%2Fwell-being-wales-2017-18-what-do-we-know-about-childrens-well-being.pdf&usg=AOvVaw05iPX9nI5uBVi7Fphate7h
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3m9PswcP4AhUKB8AKHYNAB2IQFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstatistics-and-research%2F2019-01%2Fwell-being-wales-2017-18-what-do-we-know-about-childrens-well-being.pdf&usg=AOvVaw05iPX9nI5uBVi7Fphate7h
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi3m9PswcP4AhUKB8AKHYNAB2IQFnoECAMQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstatistics-and-research%2F2019-01%2Fwell-being-wales-2017-18-what-do-we-know-about-childrens-well-being.pdf&usg=AOvVaw05iPX9nI5uBVi7Fphate7h
https://statswales.gov.wales/Catalogue/Health-and-Social-Care/Social-Services/Childrens-Services/Children-Looked-After/unaccompaniedasylumseekingchildrenbeinglookedafteratthe31march-by-localauthority
https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=%2fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2fpopulationandmigration%2fpopulationestimates%2fdatasets%2fpopulationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland%2fmid2001tomid2020detailedtimeseries/ukdetailedtimeseries2001to2020.zip
https://www.ons.gov.uk/file?uri=%2fpeoplepopulationandcommunity%2fpopulationandmigration%2fpopulationestimates%2fdatasets%2fpopulationestimatesforukenglandandwalesscotlandandnorthernireland%2fmid2001tomid2020detailedtimeseries/ukdetailedtimeseries2001to2020.zip
https://gov.wales/national-survey-wales
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adruk.org%2Fabout-us%2Four-partnership%2Fadr-wales%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Di9MPflBbNjXKAltSqBYmjxaS4c20%2F3SgMaEL%2Birx6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adruk.org%2Fabout-us%2Four-partnership%2Fadr-wales%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Di9MPflBbNjXKAltSqBYmjxaS4c20%2F3SgMaEL%2Birx6Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwiserd.ac.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LZ9BKLEaP%2Fp4T7Ta1lGTC7kvb7hkhuBCgrkrSnjEvsA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwiserd.ac.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LZ9BKLEaP%2Fp4T7Ta1lGTC7kvb7hkhuBCgrkrSnjEvsA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fprogramme-government&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t%2Fq4RC6UVd0DCjSjLIQ%2B5RuXGpWDukTIki4us4L4CfU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fprogramme-government&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=t%2Fq4RC6UVd0DCjSjLIQ%2B5RuXGpWDukTIki4us4L4CfU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaildatabank.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WtFI4kcks6peyIdnMwG1gyepKEikizuPrcgVOAwVSUE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaildatabank.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WtFI4kcks6peyIdnMwG1gyepKEikizuPrcgVOAwVSUE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2F17m-funding-collaborative-data-research-wales&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u4pbDoZqiu%2BdzrEUiWDE2efrgkFiiGf4CVv0chycJVM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2F17m-funding-collaborative-data-research-wales&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u4pbDoZqiu%2BdzrEUiWDE2efrgkFiiGf4CVv0chycJVM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fanalysis-flying-start-outcomes-using-linked-data-childcare-and-foundation-phase-baseline-assessments-html&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c6Gtc2c5Rbydgt2I4LfB4Y8anj%2FJJgx%2BYXBpmV9gnzY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fanalysis-flying-start-outcomes-using-linked-data-childcare-and-foundation-phase-baseline-assessments-html&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c6Gtc2c5Rbydgt2I4LfB4Y8anj%2FJJgx%2BYXBpmV9gnzY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adruk.org%2Ffileadmin%2Fuploads%2Fadruk%2FDocuments%2FData_Insights%2FData_Insights_Understanding_the_Origins_of_Labour_Market_Disadvantage_in_Wales.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bpw7M2KaShiRe7ZC901mItpTtz8Jw2MS1aCYip9Egio%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adruk.org%2Ffileadmin%2Fuploads%2Fadruk%2FDocuments%2FData_Insights%2FData_Insights_Understanding_the_Origins_of_Labour_Market_Disadvantage_in_Wales.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bpw7M2KaShiRe7ZC901mItpTtz8Jw2MS1aCYip9Egio%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adruk.org%2Ffileadmin%2Fuploads%2Fadruk%2FDocuments%2FData_Insights%2FData_Insights_Understanding_the_Origins_of_Labour_Market_Disadvantage_in_Wales.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bpw7M2KaShiRe7ZC901mItpTtz8Jw2MS1aCYip9Egio%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fabsence-school-amongst-children-living-homeless-households&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qRxGU%2FcBbxaTQjoItPGE6xwoKBxwixzbN6p%2FO3T492c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fabsence-school-amongst-children-living-homeless-households&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747628935364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qRxGU%2FcBbxaTQjoItPGE6xwoKBxwixzbN6p%2FO3T492c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.adruk.org%2Ffileadmin%2Fuploads%2Fadruk%2FDocuments%2FData_Insights%2FData_Insights_Diagnosis_and_absence_November_2021.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747629092199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a8jL7UtJQE4MGhT7RfdVx7tkwnXe6BCRoBvvZNS9aqk%3D&reserved=0
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For the 2022-2026 period, ADR Wales has 
introduced a cross cutting theme of social justice. 
A strand of this theme will involve work to improve 
the quality of equality data in SAIL.

With the support of ADR Wales, Welsh 
Government continues to regularly deposit 
individual-level datasets on education, children’s 
social care and family courts in SAIL so that 
these datasets, once de-identified, are available 
for linked data analysis in a secure virtual 
environment. These datasets are accessed by 
ADR Wales researchers as well as from within 
the wider academic community, e.g. the Nuffield 
Family Justice Observatory and the Children’s 
Social Care Research and Development Centre.

Dissemination and awareness-raising

Section 5 of the Children and Young Persons 
(Wales) Measure 2011 outlines Welsh Ministers’ 
duty to ‘take such steps as are appropriate to 
promote knowledge and understanding amongst 
the public (including children) of the Convention 
and the Protocols’.

The Welsh Government published a raising 
awareness plan in November 2021 aimed at 
children, their parents/carers and professionals, 
to raise awareness of the UNCRC through 
relevant programmes and training.Its main 
objective is ‘To empower children and young 
people to exercise their rights as citizens of 
Wales and the world.’

The Plan sets out 5 strands:

• Direct communication and engagement 
with children;

• The early years approach;

• Children’s rights in education settings;

• Public sector/professional awareness of 
children’s rights; and

• Communication with Parents.

A review is proposed at the end of 2023 with an 
updated plan being published in January 2024.

The 2021 Children Rights Scheme sets out 
additional measures to embed children’s rights 
within Welsh Government. These include,

• a manual for Welsh Government officials to 
support the embedding of children rights; and

• and access to updated training.

Curriculum for Wales 

Through the new Curriculum and Assessment 
(Wales) Act 2020, a duty has been placed 
jointly on governing bodies and head teachers 
of maintained schools and maintained 
nursery schools to promote knowledge 
and understanding of the UNCRC and the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities. This will come into 
force in September 2022. The duty will support 
those staff providing teaching and learning 
in the curriculum to mainstream the rights 
protected by the Conventions into their everyday 
teaching practice in designing and delivering 
their curriculum.

The philosophy and importance of the UNCRC 
is also embedded throughout the new curriculum.

9 – Please provide information on awareness-raising programmes for children and the training 
of relevant professional groups on the Convention.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nuffieldfjo.org.uk%2Fabout&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747629092199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yzupTCmEECPg7ga2AlU4WFamquEB9FBOK9oMFow%2FVFA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nuffieldfjo.org.uk%2Fabout&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747629092199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yzupTCmEECPg7ga2AlU4WFamquEB9FBOK9oMFow%2FVFA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcascadewales.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747629092199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FR5%2Bmc0iKvrweoJ7ksKAaku%2BDU1DYH3Q6MAXYobYj7A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcascadewales.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSue.Leake%40gov.wales%7Cb4384a0dae774d11229408da492b50fa%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637902747629092199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FR5%2Bmc0iKvrweoJ7ksKAaku%2BDU1DYH3Q6MAXYobYj7A%3D&reserved=0
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/section/5
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/section/5
https://gov.wales/raising-awareness-childrens-rights
https://gov.wales/raising-awareness-childrens-rights
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-12/children%27s-rights-scheme-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/childrens-rights-scheme-staff-manual.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-11/childrens-rights-scheme-staff-manual.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/4/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/4/contents/enacted
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Children’s rights and the business sector
Please describe the measures taken to:

11A – Require businesses to undertake child-rights due diligence, including with respect to the 
environment;

11B – Establish a regulatory framework for the business sector, including in the context of public 
procurement, to ensure that their activities domestically and abroad do not adversely impact 
children’s rights.

The Welsh Government would not be able to 
mandate businesses to “undertake child rights 
due diligence” – this is not within the remit of 
the business support service.

The Welsh Government business support service 
(Business Wales) offers advice and support to 
businesses starting, sustaining and growing. 

If businesses require support on children’s rights 
our five equality advisors based across Wales 
would provide that support.

The Welsh Government does not hold the 
jurisdiction to establish business regulations, 
nor to, currently, make public procurement 
regulations.

https://businesswales.gov.wales/?_ga=2.53800047.63031576.1656343834-1254525639.1648050042
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C. General principles (arts. 2, 3, 6 and 12)

Non-discrimination
Please describe the measures taken to:

The Equality Act 2010 sets out that it is against 
the law to discriminate against anyone because 
of age. Section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 sets 
out the Public Sector Equality Duty (PSED) which 
places a duty on public bodies to have due 
regard in exercising their functions to eliminate 
discrimination, including age discrimination, 
which is one of the nine protected characteristics. 

The Equality Act 2010 (Statutory Duties) (Wales) 
Regulations 2011 laid a further foundation for 
taking equality forward in Wales with the aim 
of enabling improved performance of the PSED. 
In developing equality objectives public sector 
bodies must involve people who represent the 
interests of people who share one or more of the 
protected characteristics and have an interest 
in the way the public sector body carries out 
its functions.

The Rights of the Children and Young Persons 
(Wales) Measure 2011 (the Measure) requires 
Welsh Ministers to have due regard to the 
UNCRC Articles and its optional protocols when 
exercising any of their functions.

The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) 
Act 2015 has placed an equal Wales as a goal 
of all public services and action to tackling 
inequalities is a feature of a range of Government 
commitments across Welsh Government policies 
and programmes.

The voting franchise in Wales has been 
extended to enable 16 and 17 year olds to take 
part in the democratic process through the 
Senedd and Elections (Wales) Act 2020 and 
the Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021.

The Socio-economic Duty came into force in 
Wales on 31st March 2021. The Duty requires 
relevant public bodies, including Welsh 
Ministers, to give due regard to the need to 
reduce inequalities experienced as a result 
of socio-economic disadvantage when taking 
strategic decisions.

By requiring relevant public bodies to make 
better decisions, ones which place consideration 
of inequalities of outcomes arising from 
socio-economic disadvantage at their heart, 
it will allow us to move towards reconstruction 
of a fairer and more prosperous Wales.

13A – Protect all children under 18 years against discrimination on the grounds of their age, and 
address general negative public attitude towards children, especially adolescents;

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2011/1064/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2011/1064/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/1/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/1/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/1/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/a-more-equal-wales.pdf
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Prevent is a UK Government strategy, and not 
devolved to Wales. However, as a part of the 
renewed and robust Contest governance 
structure in Wales, the PREVENT Strategic Board 
provides a forum for concerns or challenges to be 

raised by partners, with an agreed and effective 
escalation process by which any issue would be 
passed to the UK Prevent Board for consideration 
and/or action.

13C – Eliminate discrimination with regard to health, education, alternative care, and child justice, 
against children living in poverty, Roma, gypsy and traveller children, children belonging to ethnic 
minority groups, children with disabilities, children in alternative care, asylum-seeking, refugee and 
migrant children, and LGBTI children;

13B – Conduct an independent review of the 2011 Prevent Strategy and ensure that 
counter-terrorism and counter-extremism measures do not have a discriminatory, racial or 
stigmatizing impact on any group of children;

Anti-racist Wales Action Plan

Welsh Government launched the Anti-racist 
Wales Action Plan in June 2022. The Plan 
is built on the values of anti-racism and 
calls for zero tolerance of racism in all its 
forms. Co-constructed with our black, Asian, 
and minority ethnic communities, it identifies 
a vision and values for an anti-racist Wales. 
It contains goals, actions, timelines, and tangible 
outcomes which will help ensure we deliver 
meaningful action.

The goals and actions are separated into policy 
themes in order to reflect the way in which 
government work is planned and delivered. 
These are:

• Leadership within Welsh Government 
and across the public sector

• Education and Welsh Language

• Culture, Heritage and Sport

• Health and social care

• Homes and Places

• Local Government

• Employability, Skills, Social Partnership 
and Fair Work

• Nation of Sanctuary

• Crime and Justice

• Childcare and Play

The plan includes six aspects of ways in which 
racism impacts on the lives of ethnic minority 
people. These are: 

• Experience of racism in everyday life;

• Experience of racism when experiencing 
service delivery;

• Experience of racism in being part of the 
workforce;

• Experience of racism in gaining jobs and 
opportunities;

• Experience when they lack visible role models 
in position of power; and

• Experience of racism as a refugee as 
a refugee or asylum seeker.

The Plan also includes a chapter that focuses on 
racism in the criminal justice system and actions 
the Welsh Government will undertake to tackle 
this issue. It outlines the partnership work we are 
taking forward with key criminal justice partners, 
including Policing in Wales and HM Prison and 
Probation Service in Wales, to address racial 
discrimination in the criminal justice system.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/anti-racist-wales-action-plan_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/anti-racist-wales-action-plan_0.pdf
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Nation of Sanctuary 

The Welsh Governments ‘Nation of Sanctuary’ 
Refugee and Asylum Seeker Plan ensures that 
inequalities experienced by these communities 
are reduced, access to opportunities increased, 
and relations between these communities and 
wider society improved.

Disabled children in Wales

The Disability Equality Forum, chaired by the 
Minister for Social Justice, continues to provide 
an opportunity for stakeholders to advise 
Welsh Government on the key issues that 
affect disabled people in Wales.

Its feedback continues to be pivotal in ensuring 
the Welsh Government takes into consideration 
the views, experiences and needs of 
disabled people.

The Disability Rights Taskforce has been 
established to run for approximately 18 months. 
It brings together people with lived experience, 
Welsh Government policy leads and 
representative organisations to identify the issues 
and barriers that affect the lives of many disabled 
people. The Taskforce works within the scope of 
the Welsh Government’s legal remit.

The Taskforce has agreed the two immediate 
priority areas to be taken forward are the 
Embedding and Understanding of the 
Social Model of Disability and Independent 
Living, Health, Wellbeing and Social Care.

Hate Crime

The Welsh Government funds the Wales Hate 
Support Centre, run by Victim Support Cymru, to 
provide free, confidential support and advocacy 
to all victims of hate crime, 24 hours a day 7 days 
a week.

The anti-hate crime campaign, Hate Hurts Wales, 
ended in March 2022. The campaign is being 
evaluated and the findings will help inform and 
shape the next phase of activity in 2022/2023.

Socio Economic Duty 

The Socio-economic Duty came into force in 
Wales on 31st March 2021. The Duty requires 
relevant public bodies, including Welsh 
Ministers, to give due regard to the need to 
reduce inequalities experienced as a result 
of socio-economic disadvantage when taking 
strategic decisions.

By requiring relevant public bodies to make 
better decisions, ones which place consideration 
of inequalities of outcomes arising from 
socio-economic disadvantage at their heart, 
it will allow us to move towards reconstruction 
of a fairer and more prosperous Wales.

Faith 

Faith leaders meet with the First Minister 
and the Minister for Social Justice twice a 
year through the Faith Communities Forum. 
The Welsh Government works closely with faith 
representatives on matters affecting the social, 
economic and cultural life of Wales. This reflects 
the Welsh Government’s commitment to working 
with faith groups at all levels to promote 
understanding and foster community cohesion. 
It is important we are all able to express our 
views, to listen with respect to the views of others 
and improve how we can work together helping 
to keep Wales a tolerant society.

Gypsies, Roma and Travellers

The Welsh Government want to ensure public 
sector organisations continue to provide culturally 
appropriate support for Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller communities.

The Welsh Government funds the Travelling 
Ahead project at TGP Cymru to deliver advice 
and advocacy support to Gypsy, Roma and 
Traveller communities.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Frefugee-and-asylum-seeker-plan-nation-sanctuary&data=04%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C12007d9be83a47cf250d08da1bff202f%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637853079818333393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GRONNUGxsdJUqfV1lmgU47npCZ3JY9k7sPHuHFUKFnw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Frefugee-and-asylum-seeker-plan-nation-sanctuary&data=04%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C12007d9be83a47cf250d08da1bff202f%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637853079818333393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=GRONNUGxsdJUqfV1lmgU47npCZ3JY9k7sPHuHFUKFnw%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/disability-equality-forum
https://gov.wales/hate-hurts-wales
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/a-more-equal-wales.pdf
https://www.tgpcymru.org.uk/what-we-do/travelling-ahead-wales-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-advice-and-advocacy-service/
https://www.tgpcymru.org.uk/what-we-do/travelling-ahead-wales-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-advice-and-advocacy-service/
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LGBTQ+

The Welsh Government are committed to 
making Wales the most LGBTQ+ friendly nation 
in Europe. We are developing a robust and 
cross-cutting LGBTQ+ Action Plan – one that 
strengthens protections for LGBTQ+ people, 
promotes equality for all and helps coordinate 
ambitious actions across government and 
beyond. Following a substantial response to 
the draft Action Plan consultation work is being 
undertaken to update and publish a final version.

The Welsh Government is committed to using 
all available powers to end conversion therapy 
practices in Wales and to seek the devolution 
of any necessary additional powers. The Welsh 
Government will educate and raise awareness 
of the horrors and ineffectiveness of conversion 
therapy practices by establishing a dedicated 
campaign in Wales.

Welsh Government has committed to seek to 
devolve the Gender Recognition Act to support 
our trans community. LGBTQ+ rights, including 
trans rights, are human rights. The Welsh 
Government believes trans women are women, 
trans men are men and non-binary identities are 
valid. We restate our support for trans people’s 
right to self-identification.

Period Dignity

A strategic action plan on period dignity is 
being prepared following an external public 
consultation. Significant cross governmental work 
on education and health is taking place and 
collaboration with the NHS “Bloody Brilliant” 
web resource. The Welsh Government provides 
funding to local authorities to provide free 
period products within schools and communities. 
Funding is also provided to Further Education 
colleges for the same purpose.

13D – Monitor, receive and address complaints of discrimination against children.

The Welsh Government has introduced a 
complaints process for children and young 
people. 

The Welsh Government also provides funding to 
the Children’s Commissioner for Wales office, 
which is an independent human rights institution 

who can also take forward complaints as part 
of their Investigation and Advice service. This 
service provides advice and support to children 
and young people, and those who care for them, 
if they feel they have been treated unfairly.

Right to life and survival
Please describe the measures taken to:

The Welsh Government is taking 
cross-government action to create a more equal 
society and to tackle inequalities in health. 
This includes the provision of universal access 
to quality services in the early years, an inclusive 
education and learning system, good quality 
employment and working conditions, as well as 
healthy environments for all.

In 2020 a memorandum of understanding 
was agreed between Welsh Government 
and the WHO Regional Office for Europe with 
an aim to accelerate progress in building a 
healthier and more equal Wales and Europe, 
enabling sustainable investment and solutions 
towards prosperity for all both now and in the 
future; and strengthen the role of Wales as an 
‘influencer nation’ in Europe and globally.

14A – Address underlying determinants of infant and child mortality, including social and economic 
deprivation and inequality;

https://gov.wales/help-us-achieve-our-ambition-become-most-lgbtq-friendly-nation-europe
https://gov.wales/help-us-achieve-our-ambition-become-most-lgbtq-friendly-nation-europe
https://bloodybrilliant.wales/
https://gov.wales/complain-about-welsh-government-young-person
https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/


U N I T E D  N A T I O N ’ S  C O N V E N T I O N  O N  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  T H E  C H I L D  ( U N C R C )  R E P O R T30

The Welsh Health Equity Status Report: Placing 
health equity at the heart of the COVID-19 
sustainable response and recovery maps the 
wider social, economic and environmental 
impacts of COVID-19 in Wales and includes 
policy responses and mitigation measures. 
The report highlights that children from deprived 
backgrounds have been hit harder by the 
pandemic due to digital exclusion and the lack 
of necessary resources to support their learning 
progress. It also outlines that financial insecurity 
is leading to food insecurity, having a detrimental 
impact on children’s development and well-being.

Healthy Child Wales Programme

The Welsh Government are supporting better 
integration of the early years offer, including the 
Healthy Child Wales Programme (HCWP) which 
has been developed as our standard universal 
NHS offer for all families with children aged 
0-7 years old. The programmes offer a consistent 
range of evidence based preventative and early 
intervention measures, guidance to support 
parenting and healthy lifestyle choices as well as 
identifying families in need of additional support.

Over time, we see the programme contributing 
to reducing inequity by ensuring that there is a 
delivery of universal service and better targeting 
of enhanced services towards those who 
need support.

The Welsh Government fund the delivery of 
the Healthy Start programme in Wales which 
provides a nutritional safety net to pregnant 
women and young families on low incomes, 
by providing financial help to but healthier foods 
and free vitamin supplements.

Adverse Childhood Experiences

The Welsh Government provide funding to the 
Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE) Support 
Hub for Wales to help organisations, communities 
and individuals understand more about ACEs 
and support families who may be at risk of 
experiencing them.

The ACE Support Hub has collaborated with 
Traumatic Stress Wales, and stakeholders, 
to develop a new trauma-informed practice 
framework for Wales. The framework was 
launched on 14 July 2022 Trauma-Informed 
Wales (traumaframeworkcymru.com)

The adoption, and promotion, of trauma-informed 
approaches will be a cornerstone of Welsh 
Government ACEs policy.

Early years Flying Start 

The Welsh Government are increasing support 
for children living in deprived areas to have the 
best start in life. Our Programme for Government 
commits us to continue our support for our 
flagship Flying Start programme. with a phased 
expansion of early years provision to include 
all two-year-olds, with a particular emphasis 
on strengthening Welsh-medium provision.

Already, around 36,000 children under four 
living in some of the most deprived areas 
in Wales, benefit from the programme with 
around 9,000 two year olds eligible for funded, 
high quality, part-time childcare. The first phase 
of the expansion of Flying Start, will start in 
September 2022, and include all four elements 
of the current programme: – enhanced Health 
Visiting, support for speech, language and 
communication, parenting support as well as 
childcare. Our intention is to reach a further 
2,500 children under four during this phase.

Through our Early Years Integration 
Transformation Programme, we are working 
with Public Service Boards across Wales to pilot 
different models and approaches to deliver more 
integrated and responsive early years services, 
ensuring children and families receive the support 
they need to enable them to achieve their full 
potential and get the best start in life, building on 
the approaches utilised within the Healthy Child 
Wales Programme and Flying Start.

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphw.nhs.wales%2Fnews%2Fplacing-health-equity-at-the-heart-of-coronavirus-recovery-for-building-a-sustainable-future-for-wales%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAimee.Waythe%40gov.wales%7C3521398f0a774e2f0d1a08d8ff270f6a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637539890508632492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=X%2F0yYpBoCU9SWmqXy5qSgQqdWNHXlxkHxn8bd9aDiGo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphw.nhs.wales%2Fnews%2Fplacing-health-equity-at-the-heart-of-coronavirus-recovery-for-building-a-sustainable-future-for-wales%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAimee.Waythe%40gov.wales%7C3521398f0a774e2f0d1a08d8ff270f6a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637539890508632492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=X%2F0yYpBoCU9SWmqXy5qSgQqdWNHXlxkHxn8bd9aDiGo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphw.nhs.wales%2Fnews%2Fplacing-health-equity-at-the-heart-of-coronavirus-recovery-for-building-a-sustainable-future-for-wales%2F&data=04%7C01%7CAimee.Waythe%40gov.wales%7C3521398f0a774e2f0d1a08d8ff270f6a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637539890508632492%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=X%2F0yYpBoCU9SWmqXy5qSgQqdWNHXlxkHxn8bd9aDiGo%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/healthy-child-wales-programme-0
https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/
https://aceawarewales.com/about/
https://aceawarewales.com/about/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftraumaframeworkcymru.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CWayne.Warner%40gov.wales%7C76d344138f004356536108da64a813f1%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637932970630565072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=peGo5X%2Bqy2cb1ZT%2BLz88AFwNIFyS69sbqixw8HlTNNk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftraumaframeworkcymru.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7CWayne.Warner%40gov.wales%7C76d344138f004356536108da64a813f1%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C1%7C637932970630565072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=peGo5X%2Bqy2cb1ZT%2BLz88AFwNIFyS69sbqixw8HlTNNk%3D&reserved=0
http://traumaframeworkcymru.com
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance
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The Procedural Response to Unexpected Deaths 
in Childhood (PRUDiC) guidance is in place. 
The procedure sets a minimum standard for a 
response to unexpected deaths in infancy and 
childhood. The procedural response is followed 
when a decision has been made by the police 
that the death of a child is unexpected and the 
PRUDiC is to be initiated. The aim of the PRUDiC 
is to ensure the response is safe, consistent and 
sensitive to those concerned, and that there 
is uniformity across Wales in the multi-agency 
response to unexpected child deaths.

In accordance with The Safeguarding Boards 
(Functions and Procedures) (Wales) Regulations 
2015, Regional Safeguarding Children Boards 
have a statutory responsibility to undertake 
multi-agency Child Practice Reviews in any of 
the following cases, where within the areas of 
the Board, abuse or neglect of a child is known 
or suspected and the child has died or sustained 
potentially life threatening injury; or sustained 
serious and permanent impairment of health 
or development.

The Welsh Government will continue our focus 
to prevent suicide and self-harm, particularly in 
response to the pandemic. We commissioned 
work to enable us to understand impact and to 
inform our future programme of work. Whilst no 
rate of suicide, whether it is rising or falling 
is acceptable, this work concluded that it is 
too early to tell what the overall effect of the 
pandemic on suicide rates will be. Recent reports 
do provide some reassurance with a reasonably 
consistent picture across high income countries 
suggesting no rise in suicide rates during the 
early part of the pandemic.

The Welsh Government will continue efforts to 
work with partners to review the data on suicide 
and are accelerating plans to develop an all-age 
real time suicide surveillance system for Wales. 
This work is underway and a joint health and 
policing group has been established to oversee it.

14B – Establish mechanisms for review of unexpected death or serious injury involving children, 
including in custody, care and mental healthcare institutions;

14C – Address the high rate of avoidable child deaths.

The Welsh Government launched the Maternity 
and Neonatal Safety Programme earlier this 
year. The programme will ensure clear and 
consistent approaches to maternity and neonatal 
safety within all services in Wales. The key driver 
for the Programme is to improve the safety, 
experience and outcomes of maternal and 
neonatal care and provide support to enable 
teams to deliver a high-quality healthcare 
experience for all pregnant women, babies and 
families across maternity and neonatal care 
settings in Wales.

The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) 
Act 2014 and relevant volumes of statutory 
guidance, ‘Working Together to Safeguard 
People’ strengthened safeguarding arrangements 
across agencies and across Wales. These 
arrangements are intended to promote child 

wellbeing, prevent harm, abuse and neglect 
and protect children at risk of harm, abuse and 
neglect.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures and All 
Wales Practice Guides support practitioners 
in understanding their legal duties under the 
Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 
and support evidence based and consistent 
safeguarding practice across agencies and 
across Wales.

The Talk to me 2 Suicide and Self-Harm Strategy 
underpins the prevention of suicide and self-harm 
in Wales. An additional £500,000 per annum to 
tackle suicide and self-harm includes funding 
four new posts to drive forward this work and 
co-ordinate the multiple agencies with a role to 
play in this agenda. The new National Suicide 
Prevention Co-ordinator, supported by three 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cysur.wales%2Fmedia%2F3xgltaol%2Fwsi_20151466_mi.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C6491f6a48b8845337f5308da5354b14b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637913920454249893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bK%2BQsJwLPpcJjoaMRuYWXTrqE46%2F1hTreTpxfMAG6U8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cysur.wales%2Fmedia%2F3xgltaol%2Fwsi_20151466_mi.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C6491f6a48b8845337f5308da5354b14b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637913920454249893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bK%2BQsJwLPpcJjoaMRuYWXTrqE46%2F1hTreTpxfMAG6U8%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cysur.wales%2Fmedia%2F3xgltaol%2Fwsi_20151466_mi.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C6491f6a48b8845337f5308da5354b14b%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637913920454249893%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bK%2BQsJwLPpcJjoaMRuYWXTrqE46%2F1hTreTpxfMAG6U8%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/written-statement-maternity-and-neonatal-safety-support-programme
https://gov.wales/written-statement-maternity-and-neonatal-safety-support-programme
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://gov.wales/safeguarding-guidance
https://gov.wales/safeguarding-guidance
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpublications%2F2019-08%2Ftalk-to-me-2-suicide-and-self-harm-prevention-strategy-for-wales-2015-2020.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C2673b3dbe5b242bb1b0908da52cff49e%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637913350348795258%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NJlNSewMKdWnWwJcPvTdO6I9A5LYt0r9EFcehGkezhk%3D&reserved=0
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Regional Co-ordinators, is now vital in joining up 
approaches and leading the development and 
implementation of new actions to prevent suicide 
and self-harm.

Welsh Government published the young 
person mental health toolkit which includes 
the MyGPguide. This is an evidence-informed 
resource co-designed with young people for 

young people with lived experience of self-harm 
and/or suicidal behaviour. It helps to prepare 
them for their consultation with the General 
Practitioner (GP) and offers vital information 
and advice on; what to consider before a visit 
to the GP, what their rights are with respect to 
confidentiality, as well as safety planning and 
referral to other services.

Respect for the views of the child
Please describe the measures taken to:

15A – Ensure the right of the child to be heard, with adequate support, and that children’s views 
and opinions are given due consideration in decisions affecting her or him in relevant legal and 
administrative proceedings, including those concerning domestic violence, custody, placement 
in alternative care, mental health treatment, education, migration and asylum;

Advocacy

To support the provision of advocacy in social 
care, the Welsh Government has issued the 
Part 10 Code of Practice in relation to Advocacy 
under the Social Services and Well-being 
(Wales) Act 2014.

The National Approach to Statutory Advocacy 
(NASA) service for children and young people 
enables local authorities to provide a national 
consistent approach to advocacy support. 
Children and young people are entitled to 
an active offer of advocacy from a statutory 
Independent Professional Advocate (IPA) when 
they become looked after or become the subject 
of child protection enquiries leading to an initial 
child protection conference.

To enable the voice of children and young people 
to be heard as part of policy development, 
children and young people were involved in 
the consultation of the National Independent 
Advocacy Standards and Outcomes Framework 
for Children and Young People in Wales.

Funding is provided by Welsh Government 
to Pro-Mo Cymru to deliver MEIC, the Welsh 
Government funded confidential, anonymous, 
and free bilingual helpline service for children 
and young people up to the age of 25 in Wales 
providing information, useful advice and support 
need and are open 8am – midnight, 7 days a 

week, by phone, SMS text and instant messaging. 
It provides confidential support empowering 
children and young people to get their voices 
heard on what matters to them.

Domestic Abuse

On 29 April 2015, the Violence against 
Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 
(VAWDASV) (Wales) 2015 Act was brought into 
force. In May 2022, the Welsh Government in 
partnership with key stakeholders and following 
a public consultation, revised and published the 
VAWDASV : strategy 2022-2026. The Welsh 
Government worked with a number of partners 
to ensure the voices of children and young 
people were heard during the consultation 
period. This included publishing a Young Person’s 
version of the consultation document together 
with an online survey. These were used during 
engagement with children and young people 
by partners in the specialist VAWDASV sector, 
as well as being promoted by the Children’s 
Commissioner and Children in Wales.

The strategy will be delivered through a Blueprint 
approach, which brings together devolved 
and non-devolved organisations, as well as 
strengthening the partnership between public 
private and specialist sectors. This approach 
includes a multi-agency working group looking 
at issues affecting children and young people.

https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/e53adf44-76cb-4635-b6c2-62116bb63a9a/en
https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/e53adf44-76cb-4635-b6c2-62116bb63a9a/en
https://figshare.com/articles/online_resource/_MyGPguide_-_Visiting_your_General_Practitioner_A_guide_for_young_people_with_lived_experience_of_self-harm_and_suicidality/17069660
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-12/social-services-and--well-being-wales-act-2014-part-10-code-of-practice-advocacy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-12/social-services-and--well-being-wales-act-2014-part-10-code-of-practice-advocacy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-12/social-services-and--well-being-wales-act-2014-part-10-code-of-practice-advocacy.pdf
https://socialcare.wales/cms_assets/hub-downloads/National-approach-to-statutory-advocacy-for-children-and-young-people-presentation.pptx
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-05/national-standards-and-outcomes-framework-for-children-and-young-people-in-wales_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-05/national-standards-and-outcomes-framework-for-children-and-young-people-in-wales_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-05/national-standards-and-outcomes-framework-for-children-and-young-people-in-wales_0.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2022-2026-html
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Additional Learning Needs 

The Additional Learning Needs and Education 
Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 (the 2018 Act) makes 
provision for a new statutory framework for 
supporting children and young people with 
additional learning needs (ALN). It replaces 
existing legislation surrounding special education 
needs (SEN) and the assessment of children and 
young people with learning difficulties and/or 
disabilities (LDD) in post-16 education and training.  
The ALN Code, regulations and the 2018 Act are 
being implemented over a 3-year phased basis 
from September 2021 and is intended to deliver:

• a more person-centred approach, placing 
the child or young person’s views at the 
heart of the process and involving them 
and their families in the planning, intervention, 
and review process from the onset; and

• better support and access to information and 
advice for children, young people and their 
families to understand the ALN process and 
make informed choices.

The 2018 Act provides for the views, wishes and 
feelings of children, their parents and young 
people to form a core element of the new system 
and emphasises the importance of children, 
their parents and young people participating as 
fully as possible in decisions taken in relation to 
their ALN and the additional learning provision 
provided for them.

The 2018 Act requires local authorities to 
make arrangements to provide children, 
young people and others with information and 
advice about ALN and the system set out in 
the Act. It introduces more equitable rights of 
appeal to the Education Tribunal for Wales by 
extending this right to all young people up to the 
age of 25 years who are in school or pursuing 
further education.

In order that children and young people are able 
to fully exercise their right to appeal, the 2018 
Act places a duty on local authorities to make 
arrangements for the provision of independent 
advocacy services to be made available to 
children, young people and their case friends. 
The 2018 Act also provides for a ‘case friend’ 
to be appointed by order of the Tribunal where 
a child lacks capacity.

The 2018 Act enables a child or young person 
up to the age of 25 years, or a child’s parent, to 
appeal against particular matters to the Tribunal 
where a local authority or Further Education 
Institution governing body has taken a decision 
in relation to an individual’s ALN, or prepared or 
maintains an Individual Development Plan for 
that individual.

Whole school approach to emotional and 
mental wellbeing

The Welsh Government established a Joint 
Ministerial Task and Finish Group (T&F) to take 
forward the whole school approach to emotional 
and mental wellbeing, as part of a whole system 
approach which also recognises the wider impact 
of physical wellbeing.

To make sure that children and young people 
remain at the heart of this work, it is supported 
by a Youth Stakeholder Group.

The purpose of this group is to:

• offer first-hand experience of mental health 
and wellbeing support for children and 
young people;

• provide advice to the T&F group on their work 
programme; and

• co-produce policy with Welsh Government 
and Together for Children and Young People.

Mental Health

The Welsh Government Admissions Guidance 
makes it clear that children admitted to hospital 
should be accommodated in the most suitable 
environment; and that this must take account of 
their age and developmental needs to safeguard 
young people. It also clarifies, for those old 
enough and competent enough to make the 
decision, their right to exercise choice as to where 
they receive treatment; in an adult environment, 
if they so wish and if it is in their best interests.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/210326-the-additional-learning-needs-code-for-wales-2021.pdf
https://educationtribunal.gov.wales/?_ga=2.45345123.63031576.1656343834-1254525639.1648050042
https://gov.wales/joint-ministerial-task-and-finish-group-whole-school-approach-mental-health-and-well-being
https://gov.wales/joint-ministerial-task-and-finish-group-whole-school-approach-mental-health-and-well-being
https://collaborative.nhs.wales/networks/wales-mental-health-network/together-for-children-and-young-people-2/
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Mental Capacity

The Welsh Government has consulted 
on regulations for Wales to support the 
implementation of the Mental Capacity 
(Amendment) Act 2019 and the new Liberty 
Protection Safeguards (LPS). Although the Mental 
Capacity (Amendment) Act 2019 is reserved 
to the UK Government, it provides regulation 
making powers to the Welsh Ministers. The Welsh 
Government will consult on draft Regulations for 
Wales – including Regulations which will amend 
existing regulations2 on the role and appointment 
of Independent Mental Capacity Advocates 
(IMCAs). IMCAs are there to support the cared-for 
person under LPS and those individuals who 
have been identified as the cared-for person’s 
Appropriate Person. The new LPS will include 
16 and 17 year olds, unlike the current Deprivation 
of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS). The new safeguards 
will provide important rights and protections for 
people who lack the mental capacity to agree to 
care, support or treatment arrangements, where 
these arrangements amount to a deprivation 
of liberty.

Custody 

The Welsh Government and Ministry of Justice 
(MOJ) jointly published the Youth Justice 
Blueprint in May 2019 which takes 
a whole-system approach to the justice system 
in Wales.

The Blueprint sets out the ambition for a 
rights-based and trauma-informed system, 
which will support services to deliver positive 
outcomes for children in Wales. In January 2021 
the Welsh Governments vision for the future of 
secure provision for Welsh children was published 
which identified eight principles for children in 
secure care; including Children having full access 
to their rights under the UNCRC.

2 The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (Independent Mental Capacity Advocates) (Wales) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/852 (W. 77).

The Youth Justice Board annual published 
statistics for 2020-21 identifies an 85% decrease 
in the number of Welsh young people in custody 
from the year ending March 2011 to March 2021 
(from 109 to 17 young people). The March 2021 
figure of 17 is at an all-time low.

Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children

The Welsh Government have provided a range of 
advice and guidance for practitioners supporting 
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children 
(UASC) and for UASC themselves, all of which 
are intended to build the capacity of practitioners 
in supporting these children and young people 
and support the children and young people 
themselves in accessing their rights and 
entitlements.

Welsh Government has worked closely with the 
UK Government and Scottish Government to 
develop a scheme for unaccompanied Ukrainian 
children travelling with or joining an adult relative 
who is not a parent or legal guardian, to stay 
with a sponsor in the UK. The first part of the 
scheme is open to the children who made visa 
applications since Homes for Ukraine opened 
in March, up until 15 July with the second part 
opening in late July/August, to new applications. 
There is and will be guidance for local 
authorities, parents & legal guardians, sponsors 
and information for the children themselves  – 
Homes for Ukraine: Guidance for councils 
(children and minors applying without parents or 
legal guardians) – GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/youth-justice-blueprint_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/youth-justice-blueprint_0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-councils-children-and-minors-applying-without-parents-or-legal-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-councils-children-and-minors-applying-without-parents-or-legal-guardians
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-guidance-for-councils-children-and-minors-applying-without-parents-or-legal-guardians
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The Welsh Government has developed an 
engagement model to ensure children and 
young people are provided with meaningful 
opportunities to express their views and for their 
views to be taken in account. This includes annual 
opportunities for each Minister to hold discussions 
with children and young people. 

The Welsh Government provides core funding 
to Children in Wales, which is the national 
umbrella organisation representing over 250 
organisations and professionals who work with 
children and young people across a variety of 
sectors. This enables the voice of children, and 
professionals who work with children, to be fed 
into the national policy debate on a regular basis. 

Voting Age

The voting franchise in Wales has been 
extended to 16 and 17 year olds through the 
Senedd and Elections (Wales) Act 2020 and 
the Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021.

Young people aged 16-17 voted for the first 
time in Senedd Elections May 2021 and local 
government elections in May 2022. The Welsh 
Government worked closely with key partners 
(youth workers, schools and third sector 
organisations) to support and encourage 
young people vote for the first time. 

Throughout the legislative process of extending 
the franchise to 16 and 17 year olds the views of 
young people were sought through consultation. 
We have continued to engage with young people 
directly and through those who work with them 
to ensure our programmes respond to their needs 
and learning objectives.

Whole school approach to emotional 
and mental wellbeing

The Welsh Government established a Joint 
Ministerial Task and Finish (T&F) Group to take 
forward the whole school approach to emotional 
and mental wellbeing, as part of a whole system 
approach which also recognises the wider impact 
of physical wellbeing.

To make sure children and young people remain 
at the heart of this work, it is supported by a 
Youth Stakeholder Group.

Additional Learning Needs (ALN)

Local authority responsibilities under the 
ALN and Education Tribunal Wales Act 2018 
include a duty to keep ALN provision and 
arrangements for children and young people 
with ALN under review. In carrying out this 
function, and all their other functions under 
the Act, local authorities must have regard to:

• the views, wishes and feelings of the child 
and the child’s parent or the young person;

• the importance of the child and the child’s 
parent or the young person participating 
as fully as possible in decisions relating to 
the exercise of the function concerned; and 

• the importance of the child and the child’s 
parent or the young person being provided 
with the information and support necessary 
to enable participation in those decisions.

The ALN Code for Wales, which accompanies 
the 2018 Act, says that strategic decisions 
taken as a result of keeping additional learning 
provision under review might include securing 
greater involvement of children and young 
people and their families with ALN in strategic 
planning and decision making, in line with the 
local authority’s duties under the 2018 Act.

15B – Promote the meaningful participation of children, including younger children and children 
with disabilities, within the family, the community, school and the realm of local and national 
policymaking and decision-making affecting children, including on climate change;

https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/professionals/our-work/rights/wales-uncrc-monitoring-group/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/1/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/1/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asc/2021/1/contents
https://gov.wales/joint-ministerial-task-and-finish-group-whole-school-approach-mental-health-and-well-being
https://gov.wales/joint-ministerial-task-and-finish-group-whole-school-approach-mental-health-and-well-being
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/220622-the-additional-learning-needs-code-for-wales-2021.pdf
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Wales Youth Parliament

Wales has an established Youth Parliament 
that empowers young people to influence 
decision-making.

Neurodevelopment Improvement Plan

The Welsh Government is currently establishing 
a Neurodevelopment Ministerial Advisory Group 
to take forward the Neurodevelopment 
Improvement Plan which was announced on 
6 July 2022. To ensure children and young 
people remain at the heart of this work, it will 
include representation from 
a Youth Stakeholder Group.

15C – Assess the impact of reforms on legal aid in all devolved administrations and overseas 
territories to ensure that such reforms do not negatively affect children’s access to justice.

Family Court 

In respect of the Family Court and family court 
proceedings, Cafcass Cymru (an operational arm 
of Welsh Government although one that does not 
play a formal policy role in this area), because 
of the nature of its involvement in family court 
proceedings in Wales, has had a unique view of 
the operational impacts of the Legal Aid reforms 
over time.

It is in private law court proceedings i.e. where 
separated families are in dispute over 
child-related arrangements, that Cafcass Cymru 
has seen the greatest impact of legal aid reforms 
as a result of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and 
Punishment of Offenders Act 2012 (LASPO). 
Initially, and for a number of years following the 
LASPO changes, there was a significant reduction 
in the number of applications being made to 
the Family Court – due to the removal of Legal 
Aid, adult parties are required either to pay for 
their legal representation or else to represent 
themselves (Litigants in Person, or LIPs). There has 
been a significant increase in LIPs since 2013. 
In 2019-20, court applications had recovered to 
their pre-LASPO numbers – arguably, however, 
the absence of legal representation of the parties 
has resulted in cases being more conflicted with 
consequential impacts on the children involved. 
We cannot be assured that the children we would 
have seen prior to 2013 are the same body of 
children we see today.

Despite the LASPO changes, there is provision 
for children to be made party to the court 
proceedings in particularly complex private law 
court proceedings – through Rule 16.4 of the 
Family Procedure Rules 2010 – this has remained 
despite the LASPO changes. Through such 
provision, children can become party of the 
proceedings through the appointment of a 
Children’s Guardian (as determined by Cafcass 
Cymru), and a lawyer is identified to represent 
them – in this way it is argued that in cases where 
a child’s situation is particularly challenged 
through the parental conflict, his or her needs 
are safeguarded through being formally made 
subject to the proceedings. Over time the 
proportion of cases involving r16.4 appointments 
has increased since the LASPO changes to 
around 20% of all private law cases where 
Cafcass Cymru is required to provide a welfare 
based analysis and recommendations to the 
court. Overall, whilst numbers of applications 
have recovered to pre LASPO levels, the 
Welsh Government remains concerned about 
the position of children subject to family court 
proceedings and the nature of conflict between 
the parent/family members.

https://youthparliament.senedd.wales/
https://gov.wales/written-statement-improvements-neurodevelopmental-conditions-services
https://gov.wales/written-statement-improvements-neurodevelopmental-conditions-services
https://gov.wales/cafcass-cymru
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C. Civil rights and freedoms (arts. 7, 8 and 13–17)

Freedom of expression, religion, association and peaceful assembly
Please describe the measures taken to:

Current legislation mandates that Collective 
Worship should take place every day in all 
schools in Wales, and that this must, in the 
majority, be Christian in nature, reflecting the 
religious demography of Wales at the time that 
legislation was made.

The responsibility for the planning and delivery 
of Collective Worship rests with schools. 
Schools should be sensitive to the range 

of beliefs held by pupils in the school and should 
give pupils the opportunity to worship without 
encouraging them to do something that is against 
the teachings of their religion or beliefs.

The Welsh Government has no plans to review 
the guidance and legislation in relation to 
collective worship.

Right to privacy
Please describe the measures taken to:

17A – Repeal legal provisions for compulsory attendance at collective worship in publicly funded 
schools and ensure that children can independently exercise the right to withdraw from religious 
observance at school;

18B – Ensure that online learning does not infringe children’s right to privacy.

Welsh Government is committed to supporting 
schools to provide learners with the knowledge 
and skills they need to thrive in the 21st century.

Hwb is the national digital learning platform for 
all maintained schools in Wales. Through this 
strategic education channel, learners, school staff 
and other education stakeholders can access:

• digital learning and teaching tools, resources 
and information

• support and guidance that promotes the safe 
and responsible use of digital technology as 
outlined in the Enhancing digital resilience in 
education: an action plan to protect children 
and young people online. The action plan 
details the collaborative action being taken 
across government and with a range of expert 
partners to ensure our children and young 
people are safe and secure online

• education practitioner guidance to support 
the delivery of live lessons, including data 
protection advice regarding the recording 
of live lessons

• the Curriculum for Wales which includes 
the frameworks for National Literacy and 
Numeracy and Digital Competence which 
are cross-curricular mandatory skills that 
sit alongside and align with the published 
guidance.

The Welsh Government ensures that online 
learning does not infringe on the privacy rights 
of children and young people by ensuring 
the tools available to them through Hwb are 
suitable and, in supporting the Children’s 
Code, age appropriate. Hwb uses an All-Wales 
Education Identity Provider (AWE IdP) service to 
create, maintain and manage Hwb user accounts. 

https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/live-lessons/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/live-streaming-and-video-conferencing-safeguarding-principles-and-practice/#recording-lessons-and-sessions---important-uk-gdpr-considerations
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/live-streaming-and-video-conferencing-safeguarding-principles-and-practice/#recording-lessons-and-sessions---important-uk-gdpr-considerations
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/cross-curricular-skills-frameworks/#literacy-and-numeracy-framework
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/cross-curricular-skills-frameworks/#literacy-and-numeracy-framework
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/cross-curricular-skills-frameworks/#digital-competence-framework
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales
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This service enables learners and practitioners 
secure single-sign-on into multiple approved 
education services. 

There are data sharing agreements in place 
between the Welsh Government and maintained 
schools in Wales, as well as data processing 
agreements, contracts and education 
agreements with suppliers. Minimal data is 
collected from schools and only shared with 
suppliers in order for learners to take the statutory 
online personalised assessments and also make 
use of the educational tools available to them, 
such as Office 365. The Hwb Privacy Notice 
explains to learners what data is collected about 
them, who it is shared with and includes an 
easy to read summary. All Hwb data protection 
policies are available in the Hwb Trust Centre. 

The Hwb programme provides schools with 
the assurance that children’s rights and 
privacy are a core element of all of its services 
and encourages all schools to benefit from 
this offering. 

As part of the work being taken forward this year, 
the Welsh Government will be establishing a 
children and young people’s advisory panel for 
digital resilience. Panel members will be invited 
to share their online experiences and provide 
opinions and insight that will ensure children 
and young people’s concerns directly shape 
and inform our work in this critical area.

Access to appropriate information
Please describe the measures taken to:

The Welsh Government has invested in the 
region of £45m to deliver super-fast broadband 
connectivity to all maintained schools in Wales.

In collaboration with all 22 local authorities 
across Wales, the Welsh Government, through 
the Hwb programme, provides a range of digital 
services and initiatives which aim to inspire our 
teachers and learners to confidently embed 
digital practices, while developing their culture, 
competencies, skills and knowledge to underpin 
the Curriculum for Wales.

The Welsh Government is committed to 
maintaining equitable access to online services 
which support teaching and learning in 
maintained schools, regardless of where children 
live in Wales. To date, the Hwb programme has 
invested over £160m in Education Technology 
to enable schools to exploit the transformational 
benefits which digital and technology can have 
on education. The Welsh Government is also 
committed to exploring opportunities to help 
tackle poverty and ensure families are able to 
maximise their income, through initiatives such 
as our national Microsoft Office 365 licensing.

19A – Promote the equitable access of children, including in the overseas territories, to online 
services and connectivity;

https://hwb.gov.wales/support-centre/trust-centre/data-protection/privacy-notice#learner
https://hwb.gov.wales/support-centre/trust-centre/data-protection/privacy-notice#appendix-i
https://hwb.gov.wales/support-centre/trust-centre/data-protection/
https://hwb.gov.wales/overview-of-hwb/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/
https://hwb.gov.wales/microsoft
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The UK Government published the Online Safety 
Bill on the 17 March 2022 which promises to 
improve online safety for all users across UK. 
The new online safety law includes enhanced 
provision for the protection children and young 
people from online harms.

The Welsh Government welcomes the 
UK Government’s intention of the Online Safety 
Bill to establish a regulatory framework that 
will improve protections for children and young 
people online.

The safety and wellbeing of children and young 
people online is a key priority for the Welsh 
GovernmentIn our national digital resilience 
in education action plan, we have outlined 
our commitment to working closely with the 
UK Government on the online harms agenda.

Welsh Government officials have had 
regular engagement with counterparts in 
the UK Government Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) both prior 
to, and following, the introduction of the Bill. 

This engagement has involved discussions in 
relation to the development of the Bill as well as 
consultation around priority offences for inclusion. 
Discussions have also been held with Ofcom as 
the regulator and will continue to work closely 
with Ofcom in Wales as they develop the codes 
of practice.

Following publication of the draft Bill in May 2021, 
Welsh Government officials have worked closely 
with DCMS in the development of an appropriate 
exemption for Welsh education institutions and 
childcare providers included within the Bill which 
will directly impact Wales. On 30 March 2022 
the Welsh Government laid a Legislative 
Consent Memorandum (LCM) on the Bill before 
the Senedd.

We will continue to work closely with the 
UK Government in monitoring any proposed 
amendments to assess the impact and 
implications of the Bill for Wales.

19C – Enhance the digital literacy and skills of children, teachers, and families, and protect 
children from information and material harmful to their well-being.

19B – Introduce Online Harms legislation and ensure its implementation

The Digital Competence Framework (DCF) was 
introduced in 2016 in support of our national 
mission for all learners to develop high level 
digital competence during their time at school.

The DCF has been designed to support digital 
competence being integrated as a cross 
curriculum responsibility where digital skills 
are developed and applied to a wide range 
of subjects and scenarios that are transferrable 
to the world of work.

Digital competence, alongside literacy and 
numeracy, is a mandatory cross-curricular skill 
within our exciting new curriculum and that 
demonstrates the importance that we attach 
to this crucial skill.

The DCF has been updated and sits alongside 
the new curriculum as supporting guidance. 
It provides an additional level of detail to the 
curriculum for all teachers, of all subjects, 
to plan and deliver opportunities for progression 
of these skills.

The Welsh Government is committed to 
enhancing digital resilience in education and 
a number of actions in our annually updated 
National Digital Resilience in Education Action 
Plan relate to supporting children and young 
people’s digital literacy and equipping them with 
the knowledge and skills to be able to stay safe 
from harm online.

https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://senedd.wales/media/t11mekvo/lcm-ld15064-e.pdf
https://senedd.wales/media/t11mekvo/lcm-ld15064-e.pdf
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales-2008/digital-competence-framework-curriculum-for-wales-2008-version/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
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The Welsh Government recognises that building 
the digital resilience of children and young 
people also depends on the resilience of families 
and communities. The Hwb Programme aims to 
provide learners, families, education practitioners, 
professionals and governors with the latest 
resources, information and guidance to enhance 
their digital resilience.

A key aim is to develop and promote the 
importance of critical thinking skills, in particular 
around media literacy, to encourage the 
responsible use of the internet, as demonstrated 
in our misinformation and social media 
campaigns.

Through the resources area of Keeping safe 
online we continue to provide information 
and advice on a wide range of online issues, 
including: illegal and offensive content, 
mental health and well-being, online grooming, 
online bullying and more.

During 2022 the Welsh Government have 
published dedicated bespoke information and 
advice that supports learners directly with online 
issues. The new ‘Online issues and worries’ 
provides advice on what to do and where to turn 
for help if they are worried about issues they have 
experienced online. The advice has been shaped 
by Welsh Government research into children and 
young people’s online experiences and worries 
and some of the barriers to getting help.

In addition, the Welsh Government published a 
new ‘In the Know’ resource, which is a series of 
24 bilingual, short guides available on Hwb to 
provide families with information on the latest and 
most popular ‘apps’, social networks and games 
used by children and young people. The guides 
provide information for families on how these 
apps are used, highlights risks and concerns the 
apps pose and provides advice and tips on their 
suitability for children and young people.

These new areas build on our extensive suite 
of online safety resources for practitioners, 
governors, families and children and young 
people. the Welsh Government will continue 
to enhance these areas over the coming year. 

https://hwb.gov.wales/overview-of-hwb
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/stop-the-spread-of-misinformation
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/stay-true-to-yourself-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/advice-for-children-and-young-people-online-issues-and-worries/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/in-the-know/
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D. Violence against children (arts. 19, 24 (3), 28 (2), 34, 37 (a) and 39

Torture and other cruel or degrading treatment or punishment
Please describe the measures taken to:

The Welsh Government published ‘Reducing 
Restrictive Practice Framework: A framework to 
promote measures and practice that will lead to 
the reduction of restrictive practices in childcare, 
education, health and social care settings for 
people of all ages’ on 19 July 2021.

There is a Ministerial commitment to 
cross-government support for the effective 
implementation of the expectations set out 
in the Framework. These are: 

• restrictive practices should only ever be used 
as a last resort and in a way that respects 
children’s human rights;

• child-centred planning with and for children 
should be used to prevent the use of restrictive 
practices (restrictive practices include 
seclusion);

• pain-inducing techniques should never 
be used.

Welsh Government policy leads for childcare, 
education, health and social care are engaging 
with stakeholders to identify any policies 
that require review and to agree support for 
implementation in each sector from April 1 2022 
and beyond. The Welsh Government 
are supporting this work and attending 
stakeholder groups.

An animation to raise awareness with 
commissioners and providers of services and 
settings has been published – video on what 
we can all do to reduce our use of restrictive 
practices. Physical restraint should only ever be 
used as a last resort in education, childcare and 
health and social care settings.

Safe and effective intervention: guidance 
for schools and local authorities

The Welsh Government Guidance highlights that 
restrictive practices should only ever be used as 
a last resort and in a way that respects children’s 
human rights and provides and should not be 
used as a punishment in any instance.

20B – Ban all pain-inducing techniques and methods of seclusion against children for disciplinary 
purposes in schools and in institutional settings;

20C – Address the disproportionate use of restraint against children with disabilities in schools 
and institutional settings.

https://gov.wales/reducing-restrictive-practices-framework
https://gov.wales/reducing-restrictive-practices-framework
https://gov.wales/reducing-restrictive-practices-framework
https://gov.wales/reducing-restrictive-practices-framework
https://gov.wales/reducing-restrictive-practices-framework
https://gov.wales/reducing-restrictive-practices-framework
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FiRKElg5B7d0&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7Cbd006a455d7148704a2d08da3f315246%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637891778302689247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fXuf4l5SD9VO1CsPTJAUzQlVZgFrVMKWVHpnGeGqZik%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FiRKElg5B7d0&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7Cbd006a455d7148704a2d08da3f315246%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637891778302689247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fXuf4l5SD9VO1CsPTJAUzQlVZgFrVMKWVHpnGeGqZik%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FiRKElg5B7d0&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7Cbd006a455d7148704a2d08da3f315246%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637891778302689247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fXuf4l5SD9VO1CsPTJAUzQlVZgFrVMKWVHpnGeGqZik%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/safe-and-effective-intervention-use-of-reasonable-force-and-searching-for-weapons.pdf
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Corporal punishment
Please describe the measures taken or envisaged to:

The Children (Abolition of Defence of 
Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 
(Children Wales Act) prohibits the physical 
punishment of children in Wales by abolishing 
the defence of reasonable punishment. The law 
came into force on 21 March 2022.

Consistent with UNCRC article 19, the overarching 
aim of the Children Wales Act is to protect 
children’s rights by prohibiting all physical 
punishment of children. Children in Wales are 
afforded the same legal protection from assault 
as adults. Implementation, which is on-going, is 
being conducted with key stakeholders through 
a multi-agency Strategic Implementation Group 
and associated task and finish groups:

Awareness Raising

To ensure maximum awareness of the change in 
law an extensive multi-media communications 
and engagement campaign has been funded, 
including television and radio adverts; print 
and digital advertising and a national leafleting 
campaign. The campaign is continuing, 
post-commencement, to maintain levels of public 
awareness. The campaign website includes a 
range of information for parents, other members 
of the public and professionals. A Practice Guide 
provides information for practitioners about 
safeguarding responses in relation to the Act.

As part of our engagement work we have 
connected with groups and under-represented 
communities who have specific communication 
needs or concerns about the legislation. 
This includes Wales’ black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic communities, the religious and faith based 
communities, as well as disabled people and 
their support groups for example. In response 

to feedback we have developed accessible 
resources in multiple languages and different 
formats, including a parent information leaflet, 
and short animation containing key messages 
about the law change.

As recommended by the Children’s Commissioner 
for Wales and other experts, children’s awareness 
raising will be embedded through schools and 
existing programmes so information is framed and 
discussed within a safe and appropriate setting. 
The Welsh Government have commissioned 
Children in Wales to develop bespoke resources 
to raise awareness of the Act. Children and young 
people are active participants in this work.

Positive Parenting 

The campaign signposts parents to information, 
advice and support including through the 
‘Parenting. Give it time’ campaign, health 
visitors, and family support programmes, such as 
Flying Start and Families First. A thorough review 
of the availability of parenting provision and 
‘Parenting. Give it time’ resources has ensured 
suitable advice and support is available for 
parents with children from birth to 18 years.

Up to £2.4m, over the next three years, will be 
available to Welsh local authorities to fund 
out-of-court parenting support as a rehabilitative 
alternative to prosecution in cases where the 
police are involved. In addition, just under 
£500,000 was allocated to develop this support 
in 2021-22. It will encourage and support parents 
in adopting positive parenting techniques while 
making it absolutely clear that the physical 
punishment of children is unacceptable in all 
circumstances.

21A – Prohibit corporal punishment in all settings, including at home and in schools, across all 
devolved administrations, overseas territories and Crown dependencies;

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020-implementation-groups
https://gov.wales/children-abolition-defence-reasonable-punishment-wales-act-2020-implementation-groups
https://gov.wales/ending-physical-punishment-children
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p11.html
https://gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time
https://gov.wales/get-help-flying-start
https://gov.wales/families-first


U N I T E D  N A T I O N ’ S  C O N V E N T I O N  O N  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  T H E  C H I L D  ( U N C R C )  R E P O R T45

Monitoring the impact of the Children 
Wales Act

The Children Wales Act places a duty on 
the Welsh Government to produce a post 
implementation report 3 years and 5 years 
after the Act comes into force. This will include 
monitoring the impact on public services, 
levels of awareness and changes in attitudes.

Involvement of Children and Young People

To enable the voice of children and young people 
to be heard as part of policy development of the 
Children Wales Act, children and young people 
were engaged/consulted:

• Prior to the legislation being introduced 
to the Senedd through workshops and 
via organisations such as schools and 
youth services and by organisations that 
represent children.

• During scrutiny of the legislation through the 
Welsh Youth Parliament. During the 
implementation period before commencement 
of the Children Wales Act in March 2022 
through Young Wales and with key 
stakeholders who work with children and 
young people.

21C – Promote positive and non-violent forms of discipline among teachers, staff of childcare 
facilities, parents and caregivers.

Education Settings 

The updated Keeping Learners Safe statutory 
guidance was published in October 2020 
which includes guidance on physical contact 
with pupils, including restraint. This guidance 
outlines how and when education staff are able 
to use such force as is reasonable in certain 
circumstances. This guidance is clear that it is 
always unlawful to use force as a punishment 
and that the degree of force used should be the 
minimum needed to achieve the desired result.

Childcare settings

The Welsh Government’s National Minimum 
Standards for Regulated Childcare for Children 
up to the age of 12 years requires childcare 
providers to ensure that the behaviour of children 
is managed in a way that respects their rights 
and promotes their welfare and development. 
The published Standards states that physical 
punishments, or the threat of them, should never 
be used; children should never be shaken, 
smacked, humiliated, shouted at, intimidated or 
shamed and adults should not use any form of 
physical intervention unless it is necessary to 
prevent personal injury to the child, other children 
or an adult, or serious damage to property.

Parents

For parents and caregivers, the Welsh 
Government’s Parenting. Give it time (PGiT) 
campaign promotes positive parenting, 
including positive and non-violent ways to 
manage children’s behaviour, through social, 
TV, radio and digital advertising. With input from 
parenting experts and practitioners, the website 
provides a range of resources, including videos, 
animations and top tips, to guide parents through 
positive parenting techniques, and signposts 
parents to a range of sources of support including 
access to helplines.

To date, the focus of PGiT has been to support 
parents and caregivers of children up to 
the ages of 7 years. In line with ministerial 
commitments, the age range has been expanded 
to up to 18 years of age, and resources have 
been reviewed, amended and re-uploaded 
to the website, ahead of the implementation 
of The Children (Abolition of Defence of 
Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 
on 21 March 2022.

https://youthparliament.senedd.wales/
https://gov.wales/keeping-learners-safe
https://gov.wales/keeping-learners-safe
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/national-minimum-standards-for-regulated-childcare.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/national-minimum-standards-for-regulated-childcare.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/national-minimum-standards-for-regulated-childcare.pdf
https://gov.wales/parenting-give-it-time
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2020/3/contents/enacted
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Welsh Government also supports the provision 
of universal and targeted parenting support 
through its Flying Start and Families First 
programmes and parenting programmes 
delivered through these schemes also promote 
positive parenting techniques.

All Wales Protocol – reducing the 
criminalisation of care experienced 
children, young people and young adults

The All Wales Protocol was jointly published 
by Welsh Ministers, UK Government Ministers 
in the Home Office and Ministry of Justice on 
28th March 2022.

Freedom of the child from all forms of violence
Please describe the measures taken to:

22A – Address the high prevalence of domestic violence, gender-based

Working Together to Safeguard People, 
Volume 7, Safeguarding children from 
Child Sexual Exploitation was published 
on 18 March 2021; It sets out:

• requirements on safeguarding partners;

• advice on preventing Child Sexual Exploitation 
(CSE);

• protecting children from CSE; and

• responding to children abused through CSE. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures support 
evidence based and consistent safeguarding 
practice across agencies and across Wales 
and explains duties under the Social Services 
and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. A number of 
All Wales Practice Guides have been published. 
This includes:

• All Wales Practice Guide – safeguarding 
children from child sexual exploitation

• All Wales Practice Guide – safeguarding 
children missing from home or care 

• All Wales Practice Guide – children affected 
by domestic abuse

• All Wales Practice Guide – safeguarding 
children from online abuse

• All Wales Practice Guide – safeguarding 
children from child trafficking and 

• All Wales Practice Guide – children where 
there are concerns about harmful sexual 
behaviour.

The National Action Plan on preventing and 
responding to child sexual abuse sets out 
33 actions for the Welsh Government and 
Safeguarding Board partners to prevent child 
sexual abuse, protect children at risk of CSE and 
support the recovery of sexually abused children. 
The Plan includes actions on child sexual abuse, 
CSE and harmful sexual behaviour.

On 29 April 2015, the Violence against 
Women, Domestic Abuse and Sexual Violence 
(VAWDASV) (Wales) 2015 Act (the Act) was 
brought into force. Under section (11)(1) of the 
VAWDASV (Wales) Act 2015, Welsh Ministers 
have published indicators that can be used 
to measure progress towards the achievement 
of the purposes of the Act. Welsh Government, 
in partnership with key stakeholders, 
have revised and published the VAWDDASV 
strategy 2022-2026.

Raising children and young people’s awareness 
of equality, respect and consent is crucial if we 
are to stop Violence Against Women, Domestic 
Abuse and Sexual Violence. The Welsh 
Government want to ensure all children and 
young people have access to developmentally 
appropriate, high quality learning that responds 
to their needs and experiences. Relationships and 
Sexuality Education (RSE) will be implemented 
in primary schools, maintained nursery schools, 
and non-maintained nursery settings from 
September 2022.

https://gov.wales/get-help-flying-start
https://gov.wales/families-first
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Freducing-criminalisation-children-care-and-care-leavers-all-wales-protocol&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C76a8710c519b4f4d9a4b08da3f259ed9%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637891728047716239%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X2jRh9RsLnQWWEID%2BazDcQO3InLKVvKqqoeuzStRw%2FY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fwritten-statement-all-wales-protocol-reducing-criminalisation-care-experienced-children-and-young%3Fmsclkid%3Dfd3d0ebfb0fa11ecb016d9d1403f561e&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C76a8710c519b4f4d9a4b08da3f259ed9%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637891728047716239%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SWoTvTttTYmcpocA79ZusAx27G%2B2coRgbVlqYXvOp2Q%3D&reserved=0
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p9.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p9.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p4.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p4.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p6.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p6.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p3.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p3.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p7.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p7.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p7.html
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2022-2026-html
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2022-2026-html
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The Welsh Government’s VAWDASV strategy 
2022-2026 aligns to the new Relationships and 
Sexuality Education (RSE) Code and statutory 
guidance and underpins learners’ rights to 
enjoy fulfilling, healthy and safe relationships 
throughout their lives.

As of June 2021, 240,000 people in Wales have 
accessed training through the National Training 
Framework, educational and safeguarding staff 
including governors are amongst the list of priority 
groups for training to be able to better support 
children who are experiencing domestic violence.

The Welsh Government continues to fund 
Hafan Cymru’s Spectrum project, which promotes 
the importance of healthy relationships and 
raises awareness of VAWDASV. Spectrum also 
delivers training for school staff and governors. 
Over 160,000 children and young people across 
Wales have accessed healthy relationship 
awareness sessions over the last 6 years.

22B – Strengthen the capacity of relevant professionals, including social workers, law enforcement 
authorities and the judiciary, to address violence, including sexual exploitation and abuse, 
against  children

Regional Safeguarding Boards have statutory 
responsibilities under the Social Services and 
Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and associated 
statutory guidance and regulations to promote 
resources and training for practitioners across 
agencies on identifying and responding to all 
types of abuse and neglect of children including 
child sexual exploitation and child sexual abuse. 
The Wales Safeguarding Procedures and 
All Wales Practice Guides support practitioners 
in understanding their legal duties under the 
Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 
and support evidence based and consistent 
safeguarding practice across agencies and 
across Wales.

The National Action Plan on preventing and 
responding to child sexual abuse includes 
actions for the Welsh Government and 
Safeguarding Board partners to develop and 
promote resources and training for practitioners 
across agencies on identifying and responding 
to child sexual abuse, CSE and harmful sexual 
behaviour.  

The Enhancing Digital Resilience in Education: 
An action plan to protect children and young 
people includes the commitments being taken 
forward by the Welsh Government with a range 
of partner organisations to enhance online 
safety provision, policy and practice across 
Wales. A core element of the action plan is the 

provision of advice and support for education 
practitioners and other professionals working 
with children and young people and the latest 
resources, information, guidance and training 
can be accessed through ‘Keeping safe online’. 
This includes resources to specifically address 
issues including online grooming, sharing nudes 
and other online harms.

‘Ask and Act’ is a process of targeted enquiry to 
be practiced across the relevant authorities (as 
named in the Violence against Women, Domestic 
Abuse and Sexual Violence Act 2015) to identify 
violence against women, domestic abuse and 
sexual violence. The primary objective of “Ask 
and Act” is to require relevant professionals to 
“ask” potential victims about the possibility of 
domestic abuse in certain circumstances and 
to “act” so suffering and harm as a result of the 
violence and abuse is reduced to all.

The ‘Ask and Act’ programme is a National 
programme and is fully operational across all 
regions of Wales. By the end of September 2020, 
5,252 workers had been trained to ask and act.

https://gov.wales/national-training-framework-violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence
https://gov.wales/national-training-framework-violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online/
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/ask-and-act-overview.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/ask-and-act-overview.pdf
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There is a statutory Duty to Report Children 
at Risk of abuse, neglect or harm on relevant 
partners under Section 130 of the Social Services 
and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. The Wales 
Safeguarding Procedures support evidence 
based and consistent safeguarding practice 
across agencies and across Wales and explain 
duties under the 2014. A number of All Wales 
Practice Guides have been published. This 
includes a multi-agency All Wales Practice 
Guide -safeguarding children from child sexual 
exploitation. There are All Wales Practice 
Guides on safeguarding children missing from 
home or care, children affected by domestic 
abuse, safeguarding children from online abuse, 
safeguarding children from child trafficking and 
children where there are concerns about harmful 
sexual behaviour.

Social Care Wales has been leading on the 
development of the National Safeguarding 
Training Standards. The standards have been 
co-produced by a multi-agency national 
development group as well as other groups 
focused on specific aspects of the work. 
The standards will help organisations make sure

• they incorporate the standards for 
practitioners into their safeguarding policies 
and procedures;

• practitioners understand their responsibilities 
relevant to the group they’re in and how to 
follow the relevant policies and procedures; 
and

• all practitioners have access to and comply 
with the Wales Safeguarding Procedures.

22D – Ensure child-friendly and multisectoral intervention in cases of child abuse avoiding 
re-victimisation and providing comprehensive support, including psychological recovery;

22C – Ensure mandatory reporting and prosecution of all cases of violence, including sexual 
offences, against children

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures and 
All Wales Practice Guides support practitioners 
in understanding their legal duties under the 
Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 
and support evidence based and consistent 
safeguarding practice across agencies and 
across Wales. This includes child-centred practice 
and advice to avoid re-victimisation/victim 
blaming practice.

Volume Working Together to Safeguard 
People, Volume 7, Safeguarding children from 
Child Sexual Exploitation was published on 
18 March 2021 and sets out requirements to 
support children into recovery from abuse a 
child-centred and trauma informed approach.

The National Action Plan on preventing and 
responding to child sexual abuse includes actions 
for the Welsh Government and Safeguarding 
Board partners to support children into recovery 
from abuse through a child-centred and trauma 
informed approach. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/part/7
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/part/7
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://socialcare.wales/cms_assets/file-uploads/National-Safeguarding-Training-Standards-Final-Draft.docx
https://socialcare.wales/cms_assets/file-uploads/National-Safeguarding-Training-Standards-Final-Draft.docx
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://www.safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
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Supporting the victims of sexual violence and 
ensuring they have access to trained and 
experienced professionals for help, support and 
advice is a key priority – and we are continuing 
to work with partners on this agenda.

Work being taken forward by the NHS Wales 
Health Collaborative in partnership with 
other stakeholders under the Welsh Sexual 
Assault Services Programme Board includes 
consideration of a range of child-centred 
practice models.

The Welsh Government will consider the 
evaluation of the Child House pilot in London, 
when it becomes available, with the view to 
building on what is being provided in the Sexual 
Abuse Referral Centres. The multi-agency 
approaches already being undertaken ensure 
that a child who has been the subject of sexual 
abuse is supported in the most appropriate 

manner with staff trained specifically to work 
with children. In addition, the Home Office is 
currently developing Child House Standards. 
Welsh Government has contributed to the 
development of these standards.

The Welsh Sexual Assault Services 
Programme is an improvement project led 
by the NHS Collaborative working with the 
police, Police and Crime Commissioners and 
in partnership with the specialist third sector. 
The programme is driving delivery of child/
person centred services to ensure the best 
outcomes for victims of sexual abuse and 
violence, with the victim voice at the centre. 
A Service Engagement Group will be established 
to support the programme as it moves forward 
with implementation, ensuring the service users 
and providers are continuously engaged in the 
developments.

22E – Protect child victims and witnesses of violence and sexual abuse throughout legal 
proceedings, by ensuring that video-recorded interviews are conducted without undue delay 
and allowed as evidence-in-chief in court, that their views are given due weight and that they 
receive legal representation, compensation for damages and support from a Barnahus or similar 
child-centred model for children affected by sexual abuse;

22F – Tackle cyberbullying, online sexual exploitation and abuse, gang-related violence and 
knife crime against children;

Volume Working Together to Safeguard 
People, Volume 7, Safeguarding children from 
Child Sexual Exploitation was published on 
18 March 2021 and sets out requirements on 
safeguarding partners and advice on preventing 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE), protecting 
children from CSE, and responding to children 
abused through CSE. This includes online sexual 
exploitation and sets out the interrelated nature 
of child criminal exploitation.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures support 
evidence based and consistent safeguarding 
practice across agencies and across Wales 
and explain duties under the Social Services 
and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. A number of 
All Wales Practice Guides have been published; 
this includes multi-agency:

• All Wales Practice Guide – safeguarding 
children from child sexual exploitation;

• All Wales Practice Guide – safeguarding 
children from Child Criminal Exploitation 
(CCE); 

• All Wales practice Guide – safeguarding 
children from online abuse.

The Welsh Government is committed to tackling 
online sexual exploitation and abuse and a 
number of actions in our ‘Enhancing digital 
resilience in education action plan to protect 
children and young people online’ relate to this 
overarching commitment, including:

https://collaborative.nhs.wales/networks/wales-mental-health-network/together-for-children-and-young-people-2/
https://collaborative.nhs.wales/networks/wales-mental-health-network/together-for-children-and-young-people-2/
https://collaborative.nhs.wales/programmes/welsh-sexual-assault-service-programme/
https://collaborative.nhs.wales/programmes/welsh-sexual-assault-service-programme/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p1.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p1.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p1.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p6.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p6.html
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/enhancing-digital-resilience-in-education-an-action-plan-to-protect-children-and-young-people-online
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• Action 2.19 – continuing to promote the 
bilingual Thinkuknow education resources, 
from the NCA-CEOP (National Crime Agency – 
Child Exploitation and Online Protection) 
Command, which aim to empower and protect 
children and young people from sexual abuse 
and exploitation.

• Action 4.10 – continuing to promote Welsh 
Government guidance for education settings 
in Wales ‘Sharing nudes and semi-nudes: 
responding to incidents and safeguarding 
children and young people’ and supporting 
training module in order to support 
practitioners within education settings to 
develop and implement effective procedures 
to handling incidents.

• Action 5.5 – continue to support the 
Developing Resilience against Online 
Grooming Project, led by Swansea University, 
which includes the development of 
DRAGON-Shield, an interactive digital training 
platform and resource pack for professionals 
who work with children who have experienced 
or are at risk of online grooming.

• Action 6.2 – 6.4 – building on our existing 
comprehensive suite of online safety 
resources for our key audiences, which include 
practitioners, governors, parents/carers and 
children and young people.

• Action 7.9 – developing training to ensure 
that all staff within schools are equipped 
and confident in handling instances of online 
sexual harassment.

The resource area of Keeping safe online 
includes information and advice on a wide 
range of issues, including online grooming, 
healthy relationships, online sexual harassment, 
online hate and online bullying. The resources 
aim to equip children and young people with the 
skills to be able to identify and mitigate risks to 
stay safe from harm online and seek help when 
they need it. Resources aimed at practitioners 
can support them to educate children and young 
people on these issues as well as effectively 
safeguard and support children and young 
people who have been a victim of harassment 
or abuse.

The Welsh Government has issued statutory 
guidance Keeping Learners Safe (KLS) to support 
schools in creating and maintaining a safe 
learning environment for children, which includes 
a section on keeping learners safe and secure 
online. In addition, the Welsh Government has 
developed a safeguarding audit tool and a series 
of e-modules to provide support to schools 
(and all other education settings) to ensure there 
are effective systems in place to meet their 
legal safeguarding obligations in line with the 
KLS guidance.

Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) is a 
statutory requirement in the Curriculum for Wales 
framework and is mandatory for all learners in 
Wales from September 2022. The RSE Code 
was published in January 2022 and includes 
developmentally appropriate mandatory learning 
about online safety which will support learners to 
develop knowledge, skills and behaviours that 
will assist in protecting them throughout their lives 
and enhance their well-being. 

https://hwb.gov.wales/news/articles/3026d931-0178-4065-9d6b-070479a20c93
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-responding-to-incidents-and-safeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-responding-to-incidents-and-safeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-responding-to-incidents-and-safeguarding-children-and-young-people
https://hwb.gov.wales/zones/keeping-safe-online/
https://gov.wales/keeping-learners-safe
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/?_ga=2.33378940.353602303.1655722806-1254525639.1648050042
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/?_ga=2.33378940.353602303.1655722806-1254525639.1648050042
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/curriculum-for-wales-relationships-sexuality-education-code.pdf
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Harmful practices
Please describe the measures taken to:

23A – Prevent, investigate and prosecute cases of female genital mutilation, forced marriage, 
virginity testing and violence committed in the name of honour, and ensure that child victims 
have access to appropriate remedies

The Welsh Government VAWDASV strategy 
2022-2026 outlines six key objectives in 
the government’s aim to tackle VAWDASV. 
These six objectives contribute directly to 
the direction of tackling the harmful practices 
outlined. Welsh Government jointly chairs the 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), Honour-based 
Abuse (HBA) and Forced Marriage All Wales 
Leadership Group with BAWSO and the Crown 
Prosecution Service. The aim of this group is 
to prevent harmful practices and safeguard 
and support both children and adults against 
these practices.

Multi-agency guidance has been developed on 
an England and Wales basis and is available to 
practitioners in Wales, along with an e-poster 
and fact sheet on FGM which has been circulated 
amongst teachers via the Hwb network and youth 
centre workers.

Karma Nirvana, an experienced honour-based 
abuse charity was commissioned to provide free 
virtual training from January 2021 until the end of 
March 2021 to all professionals working across 
the statutory and voluntary sector. This training 
will enable learners to understand and identify 
HBA; manage and safely respond to disclosures 
of HBA; identify potential risk indicators in cases 
of HBA; provide ‘safer multi-agency spaces’ for 
victims and survivors to speak; and broaden 
‘safe spaces’ for victims and survivors to make 
disclosures.

The UK Government has introduced amendments 
into the Health and Care Act to criminalise both 
hymenoplasty and virginity testing. Following a 
Legislative Consent Motion, the Senedd has 
agreed that these amendments should also 
apply to Wales.

• The Health and Care Act was introduced 
in the House of Commons on 6 July 2021. 
The Act has concluded its passage through 
the House of Commons and consideration of 
the Act in the House of Lords commenced on 
24 November, with Lords Committee stage 
beginning on 11 January 2022. The Health 
and Care Act received Royal Ascent on 
28 April 2022.

• Virginity testing and hymenoplasty has been 
criminalised. The sections of the Health and 
Care Act which criminalise virginity testing 
and hymenoplasty have a commencement 
date of 1 July 2022.

• As virginity testing and hymenoplasty will be 
covered by UK law, the UK Government is 
developing multi-agency guidance covering 
both of these issues which should be read and 
followed by all persons and bodies across 
the UK who have a duty and due regard to 
the safeguarding of children and adults in 
their care.

https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2022-2026-html
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2022-2026-html
https://bawso.org.uk/en/
https://karmanirvana.org.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2022/31/contents/enacted
https://senedd.wales/media/4k2bii2w/cr-ld14949-e.pdf
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Welsh Government officials are working with 
Dr Hilary Cass OBE, former President of the 
Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health, 
who has been commissioned by NHS England 
to lead an independent review into gender 
identity services for children and young people.

The review will be wide-ranging in scope looking 
into several aspects of gender identity services, 
with a focus on how care can be improved for 
children and young people including key aspects 
of care such as how and when they are referred 
to specialist services, and clinical decisions 
around how doctors and healthcare professionals 
support and care for patients with gender 
dysphoria.

It will also set out workforce recommendations 
for specialist healthcare professionals and 
examine the recent rise in the number of 
children seeking treatment.

Dr Cass will then make clear recommendations 
for children and young people’s gender identity 
services reporting back next year. Although the 
review is focused on arrangements in England, 
they will be equally applicable to services 
in Wales.

The Gender Identity Development Service for 
Children and Adolescents is managed by the 
Tavistock and Portman NHS Foundation Trust, 
to whom children from Wales are also referred. 
In Wales, there is the extra safeguard of requiring 
a CAMHS assessment before referral to Gender 
Identity Development Service.

23B – Prevent the unnecessary medical or surgical treatment of intersex children and provide 
adequate counselling and access to remedies for children subjected to such treatment
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E.  Family environment and alternative care (arts. 5, 9–11, 18 (1) and 
(2), 20, 21, 25 and 27 (4))

Family environment
Please describe the measures taken to:

The Welsh Government recognises the 
importance of access to high quality early 
childhood education and care opportunities 
for all children and families.

Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 
supports child development, helps tackle 
the attainment gap and enables parents, 
particularly mothers, to work. 

The Welsh Government require local authorities, 
through the Childcare Sufficiency Assessment, 
to ensure, as far as is reasonably practicable, 
the provision of sufficient childcare for children 
up to the age of 18 to enable parents to work 
and train. To support this duty, local authorities 
have a statutory duty to assess the demand for, 
and supply of, childcare and to draw up and 
implement plans to fill any gaps or address 
any barriers identified. Childcare Sufficiency 
Assessments are prepared every five years, with 
the next full assessments due in September 2022.  
Action plans are reported on annually.

The Welsh Government provides funded part-time 
childcare for all 2 to 3 year olds in some of the 
most disadvantaged areas in Wales through the 
Flying Start programme, regardless of parents’ 
employment status. In line with the commitments 
in our Programme for Government, early years 
provision will be extended to all 2-3 year olds in 
Wales, providing 12.5 hours of childcare a week. 
A phased roll out will begin in September 2022.

All 3 and 4 year olds are entitled to a minimum 
of 10 hours part time early education in Wales 
regardless of parents’ employment status. 
This provision, which starts the term after a child 
turns 3, continues until children start full-time 
school. The level of provision does vary across 
local authorities, with some providing more than 
the statutory minimum. This early education 
provision can be offered in a maintained setting 
(school-based), or in a non-maintained setting 
(registered childcare). In addition, the 3 and 
4 year olds of working parents are able to 
access additional hours of funded childcare 
per week through the Childcare Offer for Wales. 
This provides a combined 30 hours of early 
education and childcare for 48 weeks per year 
to eligible working parents. The Childcare Offer 
is being expanded to parents in education or 
training from September 2022, in line with our 
Programme for Government commitments.

24A – Allocate sufficient resources for childcare and family support to ensure that childcare 
services are available to all those who need it, regardless of parents’ employment status;

https://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/childcare-offer-for-wales-campaign
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The Parenting in Wales: Guidance on 
engagement and support sets out our 
expectations on how support should be 
provided. It encourages local authorities to take 
a consistent approach to the delivery of parenting 
support with a coherent continuum of support 
to meet the needs of parents with children at 
different ages, stages and levels of need.

Local authorities in Wales have responsibility 
for deciding the precise nature of local service 
delivery depending on local circumstances 
and identified needs within their own areas. 
The Welsh Government expects local authorities 
to provide families with access to information, 
advice and support of various kinds to suit a 
range of needs. While parenting and family 
support services may look slightly different 
in every area. 

Supporting both parents to adopt positive 
parenting styles is an integral part of both 
Flying Start and Families First programmes. 
It continues to make a real difference to the lives 
of children in some of our most disadvantaged 
communities.

Through our Early Years Integration 
Transformation Programme, we are working 
with Public Service Boards across Wales to pilot 
different models and approaches to deliver more 
integrated and responsive early years services, 
ensuring children and families receive the support 
they need to enable them to achieve their full 
potential and get the best start in life, building on 
the approaches utilised within Flying Start and 
Families First.

Children deprived of a family environment
Please explain the measures taken to:

The Welsh Government is committed to 
preventing children from entering care, where it 
is safe to do so, by working with partners to 
ensure that families experiencing difficulties are 
supported and by taking a targeted approach 
to investing in preventative services.

To drive a particular focus on reducing the 
number of looked after children in Wales, 
in 2019 the First Minister asked for a targeted 
approach to be developed with local authorities. 
Officials worked closely with all local authorities 
to develop reduction expectation plans 
covering the 3 year period 2019/20-2021/22. 
The Looked after children: children’s rights 
impact assessment provides more detail about 
this policy.

The Welsh Government Programme for 
Government 2021 maintains a focus on 
prevention and earlier intervention to support 
children remaining with their families.

The relevant Programme for Government 
commitments set out a new vision for Children’s 
Services. The Welsh Government want to see 
fewer children and young people entering care, 
by providing the right support at the right time to 
families going through difficult times. Our focus 
is on keeping families together by taking a 
strong, complementary and holistic approach 
to achieving our ambition for children and families 
in Wales.

24B – Support families to ensure that both parents share the responsibilities for the upbringing 
and development of their children, including by encouraging the use of shared parental leave.

25A – Ensure the provision of preventive services, such as social protection measures for families, 
to prevent children from entering alternative care;  

25B – Prevent the arbitrary removal of children from their families;  

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-10/parenting-engagement-and-support-guidance-for-providers.pdf#:~:text=This%20guidance%20outlines%20the%20underpinning%20principles%20that%20should,in%20supporting%20their%20child%E2%80%99s%20development%2C%20care%20and%20wellbeing.
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-10/parenting-engagement-and-support-guidance-for-providers.pdf#:~:text=This%20guidance%20outlines%20the%20underpinning%20principles%20that%20should,in%20supporting%20their%20child%E2%80%99s%20development%2C%20care%20and%20wellbeing.
https://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance
https://gov.wales/families-first
https://gov.wales/looked-after-children-childrens-rights-impact-assessment
https://gov.wales/looked-after-children-childrens-rights-impact-assessment
https://gov.wales/programme-for-government-2021-to-2026-html
https://gov.wales/programme-for-government-2021-to-2026-html
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To support and deliver the programme of work we 
have a Change programme budget of circa £28m 
over the next 3 years. The programme will 
deliver preventative interventions for families with 
children on the edge of care including parental 
advocacy services, family group conferencing, 
Family Justice reform and a national practice 
framework. 

Specific commitments include:

• Explore radical reform of children’s services.

• Prevent families breaking up by funding 
advocacy services for parents whose children 
are at risk of coming into care.

• Provide additional specialist support for 
children with complex needs who may be 
on the edge of care.

• Continue to support our flagship Flying Start 
programmes.

25C – Prevent the placement of children in unregulated alternative care or residential care homes 
without appropriate safeguards, and ensure that they have access to an independent complaint 
mechanism;  

Unregulated services and unregistered services 
are two different types of services.

Unregistered services are those which are 
providing care and accommodation and therefore 
require registration.

Care Inspectorate Wales has a process in place 
to follow up on every notification of a service 
which is potentially operating without registration. 
Where necessary, enforcement action will 
be taken.

The Care Planning, Placement and Case Review 
(Wales) Regulations 2015 came into force on 
6 April 2016. These regulations include legislation 
which sets out the arrangements for looking after 
a child, how placement decisions are made, 
provision for the types of placements for children, 
local authority responsibilities including planning, 
visits and reviews of cases. This includes 
placements in ‘other arrangements’.

This legislation is further interpreted in the 
Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 
Part 6 Code of Practice which sets out that 
unregulated placements will only be appropriate 
for children over the age of 16, where support 
only is provided.

There may be exceptional circumstances 
where unregulated placements are used for 
children under 16. Where these placements 
are unregistered, local authorities are required 
to inform Care Inspectorate Wales, in line 
with the President of the Family Division’s 
Practice Direction and Addendum:

The Welsh Government is currently considering 
options (which include making legislative 
changes) in relation to placing a ban on the use 
of unregulated placements for children under 16 
in Wales.

https://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance
https://gov.wales/flying-start-guidance
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/1818/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/1818/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/part-6-code-of-practice-looked-after-and-accommodated-children.pdf
https://www.judiciary.uk/announcements/addendum-to-practice-guidance-placements-in-unregistered-childrens-homes-in-england-or-unregistered-care-home-services-in-wales/
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The Care Planning, Placement and Case Review 
(Wales) Regulations 2015, came into force on 
6 April 2016 and include legislation provisions 
which set out the care planning arrangements 
for a looked after child. This includes details 
of what a local authority must consider when 
finding and maintaining placements for a child or 
young person ‘including other arrangements’ set 
out for a child. The care planning arrangements 
also takes into consideration each child or 
young person’s health (including mental health) 
and educational needs as well as contact 
arrangements with birth parents, families 
and other siblings.

This legislation is further interpreted in the 
Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014 
Part 6 Code of Practice which sets out local 
authorities responsibilities for care and support 
arrangements for all children in care; and within 
the Regulated Services (Service Providers 
and Responsible Individuals) (Wales) 2017 
Regulations (section 34.(1) ii refers), which ensures 
that services providers, provide sufficient numbers 
of trained, skilled, competent and experienced 
staff, to undertake the care and support needs 
of the child or young person.

Social Care Wales are developing a workforce 
plan, which includes looking at ways to grow the 
numbers of qualified social workers in Wales.

Foster Wales was launched in Wales on 
15th July 2021. Foster Wales is an all Wales brand 
for local authority fostering, providing a consistent 
national brand for fostering that reflects the 
strengths and personalities of the 22 local 
authorities. Foster Wales presents an opportunity 
to rebalance service provision, address demands, 
and improve quality of placement choice for 
children in Wales.

Foster Wales will:

• Increase local placement accessibility, 
sufficiency, and choice and give control back 
to the local authorities to make best use of 
those placements when they need them, 
reducing the reliance on third parties and 
removing placement blockage.

• Enable services to meet the evolving needs of 
children and families. Recruitment campaigns 
will be targeted to meet service needs.

• Facilitate the recruitment of a new pool of 
foster carers. Recruitment and training can be 
focused to develop skills in reunification work, 
complex needs and parent and child fostering.

• Enable children who need a foster carer to 
have access to the right foster carer, at the 
right time and in the right location.

Wales Early Permanence 

On 11th May the National Adoption Service for 
Wales launched Wales Early Permanence (WEP) 
and its framework. Early Permanence planning 
is primarily for young children that become 
looked after who are identified as having a 
potential longer-term plan of adoption but could 
also be reunified with their birth families as a 
permanency option.

The Framework will enable looked after children, 
who through a plan of twin-tracking (i.e. foster 
care or adoption placement), might need an 
adoptive family. The aim will be to place children 
with carers who have dual approval as both 
adopters and foster carers, thus enable children 
in care having as few changes of placement 
as possible.

The WEP is in the early stages of its rollout across 
Wales. Each of the five adoption regions have 
signed up to the framework having employed 
one member of staff to oversee the management 
of this scheme.

25D – Provide stability for children in care, including by retaining social workers to avoid 
unnecessary changes in placements, finding placements for children that facilitate contact 
with their biological parents and siblings, and providing specialist care to children with complex 
social care and mental health needs.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/1818/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2015/1818/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/part-6-code-of-practice-looked-after-and-accommodated-children.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/1264/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/1264/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2017/1264/contents
https://fosterwales.gov.wales/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIjoGKpMTr9gIVCbLtCh0vZAITEAAYASAAEgJnXPD_BwE
https://www.adoptcymru.com/welsh-early-permanence-framework
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Our Part 6 Code of Practice (Looked After and 
Accommodated Children) to the Social Services 
and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 sets out that a 
‘key outcome for all young people leaving care is 
that they are provided with the support they need 
to make a successful transition to adulthood and 
move towards more independent living’.

The Welsh Government is committed to working 
with our partners to make sure that young people 
leaving care successfully transition to adulthood.

As part of this commitment the Welsh Government 
have provided additional funding to extend 
Personal Adviser support for care leavers 
aged 21–25 and we intend to legislate to ensure 
all care leavers have an entitlement to a Personal 
Adviser up to the age of 25, as a statutory duty.

The Welsh Government has also established 
a recurrent £1m St David’s Day Fund to support 
young people’s transition towards adulthood 
and independent living. Funding is available 
to local authorities to provide young people 
with opportunities to undertake an activity 
that will improve their wellbeing, maintain their 
independence or contribute to their personal 
development.

In Wales we also have the ‘When I am Ready’ 
scheme. This is an arrangement whereby a young 
person in foster care remains with their former 
foster carer beyond the age of 18. This scheme 
was set up under the Social Services and 
Well-being (Wales) 2014 Act. Local authorities 
are required to operate their own local ‘When I 
am Ready’ schemes in line with national 
guidelines.

Basic income pilot for care leavers in Wales

The Welsh Government has introduced a basic 
income pilot in Wales. The pilot will enhance the 
support available to young people as they leave 
care and assess the impact that has on them.

Under the scheme, all young people leaving 
care who turn 18 between 1 July 2022 and 
30 June 2023, across all local authority areas 
in Wales, will be offered the opportunity to take 

part in this pilot. The pilot will run for a minimum 
of three years with each member of the cohort 
receiving a basic income payment of £1,600 per 
month (pre-tax) for a duration of 24 months from 
the month after their 18th birthday. At current 
rates, the amount each recipient will receive 
per month after tax is £1,280.

The UK Government has confirmed that the basic 
income payment will not be disregarded for 
benefits purposes. In most cases, Basic Income 
will be instead of other benefits. Local authorities/
Young Person’s Advisors and other advice 
providers will help young people work out what is 
best for them. Under the pilot, recipients will still 
receive any Welsh benefits that they would be 
entitled to had they not been on the pilot.

Participants in the pilot will be offered access to 
independent quality assured financial advice and 
support throughout their engagement in the pilot. 
The service will provide direct advice to young 
people and also ‘second tier’ advice support to 
local authority professionals working with young 
people. This will include advice at all stages, from 
working through a pre-pilot ‘better-off calculation’ 
to budgeting advice or financial crisis support to 
preparing for the end of the pilot.

The pilot will be subject to an implementation, 
impact and value for money evaluation in order 
to consider how the Basic Income has enriched 
the lives of the care-experienced young people. 
We will carefully evaluate the lessons learnt from 
the pilot, capturing the voice and experience of 
the young people taking part. We will work with 
the young people throughout to contribute to our 
dynamic evaluation and ensure lived experiences 
are central to its outcomes.

The evaluation will consider the impact of the 
pilot in terms of improvements in the experiences 
of individual care and how being part of the pilot 
has affected young people’s lives.

25E – Support children leaving care

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/part-6-code-of-practice-looked-after-and-accommodated-children.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/when-i-am-ready-good-practice-guide-march-2016.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
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F. Basic health and welfare (arts. 6, 18 (3), 24, 26, 27 (1)–(3) and 33)

Health and health services
Please describe the measures taken to:

26A – Eliminate inequalities in health outcomes and in access to high-quality health services for 
children in disadvantaged situations

Reducing inequality is a central ambition of 
the Welsh Government. ‘A Healthier Wales’, 
the Welsh Government’s long term plan for health 
and social care, puts prevention of ill health at 
the heart of health and social care policy and 
services. Since its publication, progress has been 
made in designing policy and strategy to support 
children and young people to stay well.

At the core of the early years system is the 
universal provision of maternity care and health 
visiting services. The Healthy Child Wales 
Programme (HCWP) sets out a universal range 
of key contacts between families with children 
aged 0-7 and health visitors. It is applicable to 
all families across Wales, irrespective of need. 
These universal contacts cover three areas 
of intervention; screening, immunisation and 
monitoring and supporting child development.

In July 2019, the Maternity Care in Wales – 
A Five Year Vision was published. It provides a 
national framework to guide maternity services 
and outcomes in the coming years. The Vision 
aims to provide an equitable prudent approach to 
maternity care provision, providing all women with 
the services and expertise required to optimise 
their birth experience and outcomes.

A Breastfeeding Action Plan has been 
developed in Wales offering women equitable 
access to professional and peer support with 
information to be able to breastfeed successfully, 
if this is their chosen method.

Baby bundles

The Programme for Government includes a 
commitment to roll out baby bundles to more 
families in Wales. This builds on the pilot baby 
bundle initiative, which involved the delivery 
of pilot bundles between September 2020 
and March 2021. The pilot was held in the 
Swansea Bay University Health Board area 
and saw 200 families expecting a baby provided 
with a bundle. The bundles included a range 
of products and information for the child’s first 
months. We are currently considering how the 
new scheme will be implemented and delivered.

Speech, language and communication 
(SLC) skills 

The Welsh Government’s ambition is for children 
from all backgrounds to have the best start in 
life and to reach their full potential. It is widely 
recognised that a child’s development in the early 
years is vital. This includes children’s acquisition 
of speech, language and communication (SLC) 
skills and oracy which underpins a child’s 
ability to read and write and to problem solve. 
Positive cognitive development is strongly 
associated with a child’s success in school and 
entry into the workforce. Any child, irrespective 
of where they live or their family circumstances, 
might require additional support to address 
delays or difficulties with SLC. Our aim is to 
ensure that children throughout Wales have 
access to high quality universal, population, 
targeted and specialised support in the early 
years, if required, to develop their SLC skills. 
A major step forward is the publication of Talk 
With Me: Speech, Language and Communication 
(SLC) Delivery Plan which seeks to drive 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-10/a-healthier-wales-action-plan.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/an-overview-of-the-healthy-child-wales-programme.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-03/an-overview-of-the-healthy-child-wales-programme.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/maternity-care-in-wales-a-five-year-vision-for-the-future-2019-2024.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/maternity-care-in-wales-a-five-year-vision-for-the-future-2019-2024.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/all-wales-breastfeeding-five-year-action-plan-july-2019_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/talk-with-me.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/talk-with-me.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-11/talk-with-me.pdf
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improvement in the way in which children in 
Wales are supported to develop their SLC skills. 
This cross- cutting SLC delivery plan is the first of 
its kind in the United Kingdom.

The Welsh Government have recently consulted 
on A Smoke-Free Wales: Our long term tobacco 
control strategy for Wales and its first two-
year delivery plan for 2022 to 2024. The draft 
strategy sets out our vision for a smoke-free 
Wales by 2030, this means achieving a smoking 
prevalence rate in adults of 5% or less over the 
next eight years.

To support this ambition, we will be driving 
forward work across our three key themes of 
Reducing Inequalities, Future Generations and 
a Whole-System Approach for a Smoke-Free 
Wales. Smoking impacts on the lives of children 
and young people throughout their childhood, 
from pregnancy to adolescence. The Theme 
Future Generations focuses on creating an 
environment where smoke-free is the norm for all 
children and young people in Wales and remain 
smoke-free into adulthood.

Towards a Smoke-Free Wales is the first in 
the series of delivery plans that will support 
the development of specific, evidence-based 
interventions that are appropriate and tailored 
to address smoking prevalence in priority groups. 

There are groups and communities in Wales 
who have a higher risk of taking up smoking, 
or experience increased health impacts from 
smoking. These include pregnant people and 
children and young people. Supporting children 
and young people to have a smoke-free 
childhood is a key part of our vision for a 
smoke-free Wales.

Period Dignity

In October 2021 the Welsh Government 
published its Period Dignity Strategic Action 
Plan for consultation. The Plan sets out the Welsh 
Government’s approach to ensuring period 
dignity in Wales. The Plan outlines a series of 
wide-ranging, holistically intersecting actions and, 
alongside annual funding of over £3m per year to 
provide period products to learners and those on 
low incomes, aims to tackle period poverty and 
achieve period dignity in Wales.

The Welsh Government will continue to provide 
funding to local authorities to provide free 
period products within schools and communities. 
Funding is also provided to Further Education 
colleges for the same purpose. There is 
also significant cross governmental work on 
education and health and collaboration with the 
NHS “Bloody Brilliant” web resource. 

26B – Address malnutrition, overweight and obesity among children, and assess the effectiveness 
of policies and programmes on child food security and nutrition;

The Healthy Weight: Healthy Wales strategy 
was launched on 17 October 2019. The Strategy 
is a 10-year plan to prioritise early intervention 
and behaviour change at all levels to change our 
habits and promote healthy activity. The strategy 
sets four themes including healthy environments, 
healthy settings, healthy people and leadership 
and enabling change.

To date we have invested around £9m between 
2020-22 and increased investment to over £13m 
for 2022-24 to bring together internationally 
evidenced programmes that will support 
crucial changes.

As part of the actions for 2022-24, there are 
Children and Families Pilots taking place in 
three areas Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil and Anglesey. 
A core part of this approach is the implementation 
of a secondary prevention Home Based 
Intervention for families of children in the early 
years from 3–7 years of age in line with the 
foundation phase.

Additionally through the Strategy, Health Boards 
in Wales have been allocated £2.9m to develop 
their All Wales Weight Management Pathway. 
As part of the continued funding for this in 
2022-24, health boards have been asked to 
ensure they use the funding to enhance the 
development of a specific pathway for children 
and families.

https://gov.wales/tobacco-control-strategy-wales-and-delivery-plan
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-10/our-long-term-tobacco-control-strategy-for-wales.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-10/our-long-term-tobacco-control-strategy-for-wales.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-10/tobacco-control-delivery-plan-2022-to-2024.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2021-10/tobacco-control-delivery-plan-2022-to-2024.pdf
https://gov.wales/period-dignity-strategic-action-plan-html?msclkid=f7364139d12711ec9bdabb8cedcbe03d
https://gov.wales/period-dignity-strategic-action-plan-html?msclkid=f7364139d12711ec9bdabb8cedcbe03d
https://bloodybrilliant.wales/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-10/healthy-weight-healthy-wales_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-06/all-wales-weight-management-pathway-2021-children-young-people-and-families.pdf
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The pathway sets out the key elements 
and principles underpinning the planning, 
commissioning and delivery of weight 
management services for the population of 
Wales. It has been developed in partnership 
with professionals including dietitians, nutritionists, 
psychologists and doctors working in this field 
across weight management drawing on the best 
available international evidence. The revised 
pathway will provide compassionate support 
in helping people on their weight management 
journey and will run alongside our Healthy 
Weight: Healthy Wales strategy to encourage 
people to make healthier choices and lead more 
active lives.

There is a focus to ensure that all schools offer 
pupils a range of high-quality sport and physical 
activity opportunities. The Deputy Minister for 
Mental Health and Wellbeing launched the 
development of a new Daily Active offer for 
schools. The Daily Active Task & Finish Group 
is considering the vision, ambition and scope 
of what the Daily Active could offer and achieve 
in Wales.

On 9 June 2022 the Welsh Government launched 
a Healthy Food Environment Consultation which 
includes legislative proposals to improve the food 
environment and make it easier for people to 
make healthier choices. Proposals include:

• Restriction on the price and volume 
promotions of high fat, sugar or salt products 
(HFSS) in retail settings

• Restriction on location promotion of HFSS 
in retail settings

• Mandatory calorie labelling and limits to the 
portion size/refills of sugary drinks in the out 
of home sector

• Reviewing existing planning and licensing 
support to address the distribution of 
Hot Food Takeaways, especially near schools 
and colleges.

Free School Meals

Free school meals are intended to support 
children in the lowest-income households with 
the aim of improving health and educational 
outcomes. Local authorities are required to 
provide a free school lunch for eligible pupils. 
Work is underway to roll-out the implementation 
of Universal Primary Free School Meals.

During the pandemic, Wales was the first of 
the UK nations to confirm that free school meal 
provision would be made available during 
the summer holidays. The Welsh Government 
committed over £100m to ensure no child eligible 
for a free school meal, went hungry during the 
school day or during the holiday periods between 
March 2020 and August 2022.

Healthy Eating Regulations

All local authorities and governing bodies 
of maintained schools must comply with the 
Healthy Eating in Schools (Nutritional Standards 
and Requirements) (Wales) Regulations 2013. 
The Regulations set out the type of food and drink 
which may be provided during the school day. 
They are accompanied by the Healthy eating in 
maintained schools statutory guidance.

Free Breakfast in Primary Schools 

Children are entitled to receive free breakfasts 
if the primary school they attend is maintained 
by the local authority and operates a free 
breakfast club. Parents can ask schools to 
operate the scheme if there is no free breakfast 
provision available.

The initiative is aimed at providing pupils of 
primary school age who are registered in 
maintained primary schools in Wales with the 
opportunity of receiving a free, healthy breakfast 
at school each day.

The Welsh Government has introduced an 
additional breakfast allowance for year 7 pupils 
who are eligible for free school meals.

https://gov.wales/healthy-food-environment
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2013/1984/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2013/1984/made
https://gov.wales/healthy-eating-maintained-schools-guidance-education-providers
https://gov.wales/healthy-eating-maintained-schools-guidance-education-providers
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School Milk 

Milk provided to pupils in the Foundation Phase 
is free of charge in Wales, in those schools 
that participate in the school milk scheme. 
Schools can also make subsidised milk available 
to pupils up to the age of 11.

Curriculum for Wales 

At the heart of the new Curriculum for Wales 
framework, due to be introduced from 
September 2022, there are four purposes which 
are central to every decision made about the new 
curriculum. One of the four purposes is to support 
children and young people to become ‘healthy 
confident individuals’.

The Health and Well-being Area of Learning and 
Experience (AoLE) which is a key component of 
the new curriculum, aims to ensure that learning 
and support around issues such as physical, 
mental and emotional health are provided to all 
young people in Wales.

This AoLE can help learners to understand 
the factors that affect physical health and 
well-being. This includes health-promoting 
behaviours such as physical activity, including 
but not limited to sport; nutrition; balanced diet; 
personal care and hygiene; sleep; and protection 
from infection. It also includes an understanding 
of health-harming behaviours.

From this understanding, learners can develop 
positive, informed behaviours that encourage 
them both to care for and respect themselves 
and others. These behaviours support learners’ 
sense of self-worth, their overall mood and 
energy levels.

Learners will be encouraged to develop the 
confidence, motivation, physical competence, 
knowledge and understanding that can help 
them lead healthy and active lifestyles which 
promote good physical health and well-being.

A revision of the Healthy Eating in Schools 
Regulations and Statutory guidance, will ensure 
that meals that are being provided by schools are 
of the highest standard to support all children and 
young people to make healthy choices.

26C – Raise awareness on the importance of breastfeeding and implement the International Code 
of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes;

A Breast Feeding Action Plan was published 
in 2019 as the Welsh Government recognises 
the importance of breastfeeding to promote 
wellbeing for both mother and baby and we are 
committed to increasing breastfeeding rates. 
It provides a national framework to support 
women and families to make informed decisions 
regarding feeding choice and to initiate and 
continue to breastfeed for as long as they wish to.

The Action Plan has identified what needs to 
be done at a national and local level to deliver 
nine overarching actions. The actions aim to 
ensure consistent and clear networks and 
systems are in place to support women and 
families as well as provide the people who work 
with them to have the strategic and operational 
direction, accountability and leadership they 
need to improve breastfeeding outcomes.

Implementation arrangements are integral to the 
Action Plan and are centred on engaging with 
the widest field of stakeholders and key partners. 
Direct involvement of mothers and families is 
built into the delivery of the Breast Feeding 
Action Plan.

There is UK legislation that covers the labelling 
and marketing of infant and follow-on formula. 
The UK adopted the EU directive informing 
UK SI Regulations on Foods for Specific Groups 
(FSG) (609/2013) which contains delegated acts – 
EU delegated regulation 2016/127 relates to infant 
and follow-on formula.

Advertising must be restricted to publications 
specialising in baby care and scientific 
publications. All advertising must only provide 
information that is scientific and factual in nature 

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/?_ga=2.37769825.353602303.1655722806-1254525639.1648050042
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/?_ga=2.37769825.353602303.1655722806-1254525639.1648050042
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/health-and-well-being/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/health-and-well-being/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-06/all-wales-breastfeeding-five-year-action-plan-july-2019_0.pdf
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and must not imply or create a belief that 
bottle-feeding is equivalent or superior to 
breastfeeding. Point-of-sale advertising or the 
giving of samples or other promotional devices 
to induce sales at the retail level is not permitted. 

Manufacturers and distributors of infant formula 
must not directly provide free or subsidised 
products, samples or any other promotional gifts 
to members of the general public (including 
mothers, pregnant women and their families).

26E – Address the high incidence of mental illness and self-harm, and the causes thereof, 
in particular among girls, children with disabilities and LGBTI children;

26F – Ensure that children with mental health conditions have prompt access to mental health 
services;

Our Together for Mental Health Strategy sets 
out a number of high level outcomes aimed at 
achieving a significant improvement to both the 
quality and accessibility of mental health services 
for all ages. This 10 year strategy is supported by 
a number of detailed delivery plans. The Together 
for Mental Health Delivery Plan 2019-22 was 
published in January 2020 and is the third 
and final delivery plan under the Strategy. 
Priority areas within the delivery plan include:

• Improving access to psychological therapies 
for children and adults - to deliver a significant 
reduction in waiting times by the end of this 
Government.

• Increase the range of therapies offered 
and support the workforce to provide 
these interventions to improve service user 
experience.

• Further improvements to Crisis and Out of 
Hours for children and adults – moving to 
a common, multi-agency offer across Wales.

• Improvements to children and young persons’ 
mental health services – improving access 
across primary and specialist CAMHS 
and ensuring sustainable improvements 
to timeliness of interventions, as well as 
supporting the new curriculum and whole 
school approach, extending the reach of 
NHS services into schools and filling gaps 
in services.

The Welsh Health Specialist Services Committee 
(WHSSC) has established a new CAMHS bed 
management panel which meets on a weekly 
basis. The panel aims to understand the current 
bed capacity of NHS and independent sector 
providers and any adverse effect of staffing 

issues, patient acuity and COVID-19 restrictions 
on that capacity. It also assesses current demand 
from community services for a CAMHS inpatient 
bed at an individual level and provides solutions 
to address any discrepancies between demand 
and capacity on a regular basis.

Protection of and support for children and young 
people’s mental health and emotional wellbeing 
is prioritised though a whole school approach. 
To make sure that children and young people 
remain at the heart of this work, it is supported by 
a Youth Stakeholder Group. The purpose of this 
group is to offer first-hand experience of mental 
health and wellbeing support for children and 
young people.

Meeting the emotional and wellbeing needs 
of our children and young people requires 
an integrated, whole system, no wrong door 
approach. Regional Partnership Boards (RPBs) 
hold a critical role in fostering the collaborative 
approach needed to respond to mental health 
issues in their areas. The NEST/NYTH Framework 
provides the tools to move towards a genuine 
Whole System Approach, broadening the offer 
of support across Wales. This is a tool to ensure 
an open door for all children and young people 
who do not need clinical NHS support and 
intervention, whilst also creating appropriate 
referral pathways where further specialist mental 
health support is required.

All RPBs now have a focus and a plan specifically 
for children’s provision and are actively making 
changes towards a ‘no wrong door’ approach, 
with governance structures in place dedicated 
directly to children’s issues. Many of the RPBs 
have also now established children and young 

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-03/together-for-mental-health-a-strategy-for-mental-health-and-wellbeing-in-wales.pdf
https://whssc.nhs.wales/
https://gov.wales/framework-embedding-whole-school-approach-emotional-and-mental-wellbeing
https://collaborative.nhs.wales/networks/wales-mental-health-network/together-for-children-and-young-people-2/the-nest-framework/#:~:text=The%20NEST%20Framework%20is%20a%20planning%20tool%20for,parents%2C%20carers%20and%20their%20wider%20families%20across%20Wales.
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people’s sub-groups with some actively seeking 
engagement with young people to inform 
their priorities.

The extension to the NEST/NYTH T4CYP 
workstream provides a vehicle to shape the 
ongoing support on NEST implementation. 
The Emotional Mental Health Community of 
Practice, alongside the short-term extension 
to the T4CYP, will provide additional support to 
the RPBs to share best practice and learn from 
one another and others with a shared interest 
in this area.

This extension will also provide additional 
support as the RPBs further develop their 
Regional Integration Fund proposals for 
children and young people’s emotional mental 
health. The extension has also allowed for 
the appointment of a Welsh Government fixed 
term role to provide a dedicated resource 

directly to the RPBs in the development, 
evolution and implementation of their plans 
following the completion of the Together for 
Children and Young People Programme on 
30 September 2022. 

Better access to low level mental health support 
has been provided through the development of 
a mental health toolkit, additional investment 
in online and telephone support, and increased 
school counselling.

The Suicide and Self-harm guidance supports 
teachers and professionals who regularly come 
into contact with young people, providing an 
accessible source of the principles of best 
practice and signposting. Improvements to 
Crisis and Out of Hours services have focused 
on increasing the range of psychological 
therapies available, support for the workforce, 
and sanctuary provision pilots.

26G – Develop therapeutic community-based services for children with mental health conditions

In 2020-21, Welsh Government invested an 
additional £2.7m to provide immediate access to 
tier 0/1 support, in response to the higher levels 
of anxiety we are seeing through our analysis 
of surveys and wider evidence. This funding has 
delivered support for young people to access 
themselves, for instance through the Youth 
Mental Health toolkit, SilverCloud (16+) and the 
CALL helpline. The Welsh Government have also 
invested £1.252m to extend schools counselling, 
ensuring contacts in every local authority were 
available online for young people not attending 
school in person.

In 2021/22, following the all-Wales pilot scheme 
launched during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Welsh Government confirmed an additional 
£7.7m in funding to continue providing SilverCloud 
Wales – the free online mental health support 
tool for a further three years. As we move out of 
the pandemic the additional funding will expand 
the service and will offer access to digital therapy 
for young people aged 11 and over.

The Welsh Government will continue to highlight 
the provision available and have worked with 
partners such as schools, local authorities and 
health boards to indicate to young people where 
they may find support. We have also increased 
our communication activity across platforms to 
promote access to low level support directly 
with young people. Where young people do 
need the additional support of mental health 
services, all health boards have continued to 
process referrals.

Welsh Government funding to support the 
young people who do not meet the criteria 
for direct CAMHS Support is cross government, 
including support through education and youth 
work provision. We also continue to support 
Welsh regions utilising Integrated Care Funding 
and Transformation Funding through Regional 
Partnership Boards. 

https://collaborative.nhs.wales/networks/wales-mental-health-network/together-for-children-and-young-people-2/the-nest-framework/
https://collaborative.nhs.wales/networks/wales-mental-health-network/together-for-children-and-young-people-2/the-nest-framework/
https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/e53adf44-76cb-4635-b6c2-62116bb63a9a/en
https://gov.wales/suicide-and-self-harm-guidance-launched-support-schools
https://gov.wales/over-7m-funding-extend-online-mental-health-service
https://gov.wales/over-7m-funding-extend-online-mental-health-service
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A child or young person can be admitted to 
hospital following a mental health assessment 
when police have used their powers under 
Section 136 of the Mental Health Act 1983 
to take a person to a place of safety for that 
purpose. The law changed in December 2017 
to say that a police station can never be used 
as a place of safety for anyone under the age 
of 18. However, in Wales, this policy intention 
was realised much sooner and no child or young 
person should have been taken to a police 
station as a place of safety since 2015.

In 2015 the Welsh Government published 
Admissions Guidance to ensure that services for 
children and young people are fit for purpose 
and meets their assessed needs, and took 
into consideration the requirements of the 
United  Nations Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (UNCRC).

When a child or young person does require 
inpatient care for a mental disorder, in the vast 
majority of cases, it will be expected that the 
Welsh CAMHS inpatient units will be the most 
appropriate place of care.

There are, however, some conditions or 
circumstances that may require a different 
provision.

• Admission to a designated adult mental 
health ward for assessment and treatment 
will be appropriate if the young person is 
16 years or older and is of sufficient maturity 
and expresses a wish to be treated by local 
adult mental health services, and clinical 
advice confirms that is appropriate they can. 
Numbers in this case are closely monitored.

• Indeed, in most circumstances older children 
should by virtue of s8 of The Family Law 
Reform Act 1969, be able to give valid 
consent without recourse to their parents. 
This circumstance then requires adult mental 
health and child and adolescent mental 
health services to work together to ensure 
transition services for this age group are 
developed, with agreed outcomes that meet 

the needs of the child or young person. 
Whilst inpatient care may be provided on 
an adult unit, ongoing involvement and/
or liaison with CAMHS staff is still required. 
Formal agreement as to lead clinician should 
be made and it would normally be a CAMHS 
clinician except in specific circumstances.

• The young person is nearing their 
18th birthday, (usually no earlier than 
six months off their 18th birthday) and it is likely 
that the initial period of inpatient care and 
subsequent after care will continue after their 
18th birthday, hence admission to a CAMHS 
unit would mean a lack of long term continuity 
and a delay in accessing their likely providers 
of care for the foreseeable future. It would be 
appropriate in this case for the young person 
to access the most appropriate adult unit for 
their condition. Again, it would be expected 
that patient choice, alongside clinician advice 
and the desired patient outcome, will guide 
this decision.

Mental Capacity

Welsh Government has consulted on regulations 
for Wales to support the implementation of the 
Mental Capacity (Amendment) Act 2019 and 
the new Liberty Protection Safeguards (LPS). 
The new Liberty Protection Safeguards will 
include 16 and 17 year olds, unlike the current 
Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DoLS). 
The  new safeguards will provide important rights 
and protections for people who lack the mental 
capacity to agree to care, support or treatment 
arrangements, where these arrangements 
amount to a deprivation of liberty. Best interest 
decisions are at the heart of the LPS informed 
by person centred planning wherever statutory 
duties arise. There will be a specific focus on 
establishing and reinforcing the young person’s 
views, wishes and feelings as part of LPS 
assessment, authorisation and review processes, 
alongside an ongoing consideration of what are 
the least restrictive options for care support or 
treatment.

26H – Review the current legislation to prevent its disproportionate placement of children with 
mental health needs in adult psychiatric wards or police stations and ensure that the best interests 
and views of the child are taken into account in their mental health treatment;

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-03/admissions-guidance.pdf
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
https://gov.wales/liberty-protection-safeguards
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Although the Mental Capacity (Amendment) 
Act 2019 is reserved to the UK Government, 
it provides regulation making powers to the 
Welsh Ministers. Welsh Government is consulting 
on draft Regulations and impact assessments 
(including a Children’s Rights Impact Assessment) 
for Wales – including Regulations which will 
amend existing regulations3 on the role and 
appointment of Independent Mental Capacity 
Advocates (IMCAs). IMCAs are there to support 
the cared-for person under LPS and those 
individuals who have been identified as the 
cared-for person’s Appropriate Person. There will 
be an enhanced role of the IMCA to support 
the person and those acting on their behalf to 
ensure that their views, wishes and feelings inform 
their care, support or treatment arrangements. 
As part of the consultation, Welsh Government 
is working with Children in Wales to engage with 
young people. 

3 The Mental Capacity Act 2005 (Independent Mental Capacity Advocates) (Wales) Regulations 2007 (S.I. 2007/852 (W. 77).

Mental Health Act 1983

The UK Government White Paper on reforms to 
the Mental Health Act 1983 proposes introducing 
revised detention criteria that include therapeutic 
benefit, advance choice documents, and 
enhancements to advocacy including more 
choice over who acts as an advocate and 
increased powers for the advocate to become 
involved in decisions. These proposals would 
result in a strengthening of the way that the best 
interests and views of the child are taken into 
account. We are currently considering these 
proposals in relation to Wales.

26I – Monitor the diagnoses of attention deficit/hyperactivity disorders among children, 
undertake a study on their root causes, and assess the possible over prescription of psychotropic 
drugs in particular for young children;

In January 2015 Welsh Government 
commissioned Swansea University to analyse 
prescribing data for children and young people 
in relation to ADHD medication, antidepressants 
and antipsychotics.

Following this, the Welsh Government issued a 
Welsh Health Circular to all General Practitioners 
to reiterate when prescribing for depressive 
illness in children and adolescents only fluoxetine 
has been shown to be effective and when 
initiated should be carefully monitored in line 
with current guidance. Use of other medication 
to treat depressive illness should be initiated by 
a specialist and only when ongoing monitoring 
has been put in place.

Following the 2015 review, in 2020 the then 
Minister for Health and Social Services committed 
to consider follow up work.

This review reported in January 2022 and 
has built on evidence provided within the 
previous review which considered ADHD and 
antidepressants. The report is currently being 
considered by officials and findings will be 
incorporated into the recommendations of the 
Demand and Capacity review for Neurological 
Disorders. A summary report was published on 
6 July with the full report publication expected 
in September.

Review of the demand, capacity and design 
of neurodevelopmental services: summary 
report | GOV.WALES

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-08/prescribing-for-children-and-young-people-in-relation-to-antidepressants.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Freview-demand-capacity-and-design-neurodevelopmental-services-summary-report&data=05%7C01%7CEinir.Price%40gov.wales%7C6748b47faa8d46629b4308da66566e96%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637934818642860392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2FyDDbdnUm7xTot2rbNqvWMoqu9cFx318cAzpDJdVFc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Freview-demand-capacity-and-design-neurodevelopmental-services-summary-report&data=05%7C01%7CEinir.Price%40gov.wales%7C6748b47faa8d46629b4308da66566e96%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637934818642860392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2FyDDbdnUm7xTot2rbNqvWMoqu9cFx318cAzpDJdVFc%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Freview-demand-capacity-and-design-neurodevelopmental-services-summary-report&data=05%7C01%7CEinir.Price%40gov.wales%7C6748b47faa8d46629b4308da66566e96%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637934818642860392%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=r%2FyDDbdnUm7xTot2rbNqvWMoqu9cFx318cAzpDJdVFc%3D&reserved=0


U N I T E D  N A T I O N ’ S  C O N V E N T I O N  O N  T H E  R I G H T S  O F  T H E  C H I L D  ( U N C R C )  R E P O R T68

The Welsh Government plans to introduce 
legislation in 2023 which will reduce the speed 
limit from 30mph to 20mph on restricted roads 
across Wales.

This is a Welsh Government Programme for 
Government commitment and has the potential 
to have significant positive effects on the health 

of the people of Wales and to deliver against 
all seven Well-being of Future Generations 
Act goals.

A competition was launched for children to 
design an air quality road sign to alert drivers 
to comply with reduced speed limits.

Standard of living
Please describe the measures taken to:

In Wales, our Child Poverty Strategy sets out our 
objectives for tackling child poverty. They focus 
on reducing the number of children living in 
workless households, increasing the skills of 
parents and young people, reducing inequalities 
in education, health and economic outcomes, 
creating a strong economy and labour market 
and action to increase household income.

In response to the immediate impact of the 
pandemic, Welsh Government published its 
Child Poverty – Income Maximisation Plan (IMAP) 
in November 2020. The Plan set out a number of 
practical actions to help maximise the incomes 
of families living in poverty in Wales, reduce 
essential living costs and provide support to build 
their financial resilience. It focused on delivering 
four key objectives which were:

• Families in Wales are supported to claim 
all the financial support they are entitled to;

• The cost of sending children to school 
is reduced;

• The cost and accessibility of public transport 
for young people is addressed; and

• Families in Wales are supported to be 
financially resilient.

Work aimed at maximising income was taken 
forward through a number of pilot programmes. 
The final report of the Child Poverty – Income 
Maximisation Plan has been published and 
demonstrates positive progress in a number 
of key areas:

• A national benefits take up campaign which 
resulted in an additional £651,504 claimed 
by those entitled to benefits.

• Six pilots targeted support at groups least 
likely to be claiming all the financial support 
they are entitled to. £2,468,052 additional 
income was claimed.

• Working collaboratively with local authorities 
in Wales, Welsh Government published a 
Best Practice Toolkit to help streamline the 
application process for devolved benefits 
making them more accessible.

Since November 2021, Welsh Government has 
allocated more than £380m of financial support 
to help mitigate the impact of the cost of living 
crisis. Funding has supported:

• A Winter Fuel Support Scheme in 2021-22 
which provided £200 for eligible households 
to help meet the cost of essential bills. It will 
also support a further fuel support scheme 
to be launched in autumn 2022. The Welsh 

27A – Address the increasing child poverty rate;

26J – Reduce air pollution, and inform the population about the effect of pollution on children’s 
health and about remedial measures

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/programme-for-government-update-december-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-10/well-being-future-generations-wales-act-2015-the-essentials-2021.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-10/well-being-future-generations-wales-act-2015-the-essentials-2021.pdf
https://www.stemcymru.org.uk/home/news/2021/on-the-road-to-cleaner-air/
https://www.stemcymru.org.uk/home/news/2021/on-the-road-to-cleaner-air/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-01/child-poverty-strategy-2019-progress-report.pdf
https://gov.wales/child-poverty-income-maximisation-action-plan-2020-2021-html
https://gov.wales/child-poverty-final-report-income-maximisation-action-plan
https://gov.wales/child-poverty-final-report-income-maximisation-action-plan
https://gov.wales/simplifying-application-processes-local-authority-administered-benefits-best-practice-toolkit
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Government are looking at how the scheme 
can reach more households so that more 
people receive the £200 payment which 
offers such crucial support.

• A £150 cost-of-living payment for all 
households in properties in council tax bands 
A to D and to all households which receive 
support from the Council Tax Reduction 
Scheme in all council tax bands.

• A further £25m will be available to local 
authorities in the form of a discretionary fund. 
They will be able to target this additional 
funding to help households which may 
be struggling.

Welsh Government continues to work with UKG 
to discuss DWP policies that restrict the amount 
of money available to families and take steps to 
alleviate the cost of living crisis.

27B – Assess the impact of recent social security and tax credit reforms on children, including 
children with disabilities and children belonging to ethnic minority groups, and revise these reforms 
in order to fully respect children’s right to have their best interests taken as a primary consideration 

The Welsh Government previously commissioned 
a series of reports on the impacts of the 
UK Government Welfare Reforms in Wales. 
Findings clearly identified the negative impacts 
the reforms have had upon families with children 
such as the two-child limit in Universal Credit, 
and the changes to disability benefits impact 
on families with disabled children. The Welsh 
Government continues to monitor statistics, 
research and analysis on the impact of welfare 
reform and have regular discussions with 
stakeholders such as Citizens Advice about 
their experience of such impacts.

The Welsh Government continues to press the 
UK Government to rethink the introduction of the 
two-child limit in Universal Credit as, over time, 
this will only act to increase child poverty levels.

According to the latest Households Below 
Average Income data published in March 2022, 
27% of children in the UK were living in poverty 
for the three year period 2018-2021.

The 2020-21 data collection process through 
the Family Resources Survey was impacted 
by COVID-19 as fieldwork operations were 
rapidly changed as a result of the introduction 
of public health measures. This resulted in a 
reduced sample size and the characteristics 
of respondents was different to previous years.

For Wales, the smaller sample size achieved this 
year means we cannot say with confidence that 
any changes to Wales level poverty figures in the 
short term are meaningful.

The Department for Work and Pensions did not 
publish any regional/country level official poverty 
statistics this year.

Welsh Government will not publish the usual 
range of additional analysis of the poverty data 
this year. Instead, we will publish an article on 
“Measures of poverty: April 2020 to March 2021” 
describing the data quality issues and 
presenting key poverty figures based on 2020-21 
Households Below Average Income (HBAI) data 
alongside confidence intervals.

In the UK Government’s response to 
recommendations within a report published 
by the Welsh Affairs Committee on the Benefit 
System in Wales, they stated that they do not 
intend to devolve any elements of social security 
to Welsh Government.

This disappointing response will have a direct 
impact on the Welsh Government’s commitment 
to explore the devolution of administration of 
welfare benefits.

https://gov.wales/uk-governments-welfare-reforms-effect-wales
https://gov.wales/uk-governments-welfare-reforms-effect-wales
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-03/impact-of-welfare-reform-on-households-in-wales.pdf
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/22956/documents/168305/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/22956/documents/168305/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/9281/documents/160433/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/9281/documents/160433/default/
https://committees.parliament.uk/publications/9281/documents/160433/default/
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The Welsh Government published its Programme 
for Government in June 2021 with preventing and 
ending homelessness in all its forms highlighted 
as a key priority.

The Welsh Government has committed to a 
fundamental reform of homelessness services 
to ensure the focus is on prevention and 
rapid rehousing. Work is ongoing to transform 
homelessness services to ensure that when 
homelessness does occur, it is rare, brief and 
non-repeated. This work was ongoing before the 
pandemic and the crisis has only accelerated it.

Since March 2020, over 19,800 people 
been supported into emergency temporary 
accommodation.

An additional £50m was made available in 
2020-21 to both begin the transformation and 
to ensure that supported people in temporary 

accommodation throughout the pandemic, 
including dependent children, can quickly 
move on to long-term sustainable housing. 
In 2022-23, £60m has been made available to 
local authorities and Registered Social Landlords 
to rapidly increase permanent accommodation 
capacity across Wales as part of the Transitional 
Accommodation Capital Programme. 
The Housing Support Grant – a preventative 
grant aimed at supporting people to live 
independently, maintain tenancies and prevent 
homelessness – was increased by £40m in 
2020-21, an increase of almost 32%. This increase 
will be sustained up until at least 2025.

Such a large investment by Welsh Government 
represents its ambition of ending homelessness 
in Wales for good, therefore protecting future 
generations of children.

Impact of climate change on the rights of the child
Please describe the measures taken to:

Ahead of COP26 the Welsh Government 
published our Net Zero Wales plan (2021-2025), 
our emissions reduction plan focused on how we 
will achieve our second carbon budget. It focuses 
on our second carbon budget (2021-2025), 
but also looks beyond to start building the 
foundations for Carbon Budget 3, our 2030 target, 
and our net zero 2050 target.

The Plan contains 123 policies and proposals and 
over 100 pledges for action, reflecting the breadth 
and depth of activity taking place across Wales.

The Plan also sets out the wider actions to be 
taken by others, our calls on UK Government 
and contain pledges made by our partners. 
Alongside Net Zero Wales the Welsh Government 
also published the Working Together to Reach 
Net Zero, which recognises and showcases the 
all-Wales approach to tackling climate change 
with pledges and case studies from every corner 
of society across Wales.

28A – Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and implement the State party’s net zero emission law;

28B – Ensure that children’s needs and views are taken into account in developing policies and 
programmes addressing climate change and disaster risk management.

27C – Reduce homelessness and guarantee children’s access to adequate housing

https://gov.wales/programme-for-government-2021-to-2026-html
https://gov.wales/programme-for-government-2021-to-2026-html
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-04/housing-support-grant-practice-guidance.pdf
https://gov.wales/net-zero-wales
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-04/working-together-to-reach-net-zero-all-wales-plan-april-22-update.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-04/working-together-to-reach-net-zero-all-wales-plan-april-22-update.pdf
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Through our environmental education 
programmes - Size of Wales and Eco Schools – 
we are continuing our commitment to enhance 
opportunities for children and young people 
to have their voices heard but to also provide 
real opportunities to participate and influence 
what happens next. Around 93% of schools 
across Wales have been engaged via these 
programmes, empowering children and 
young people to drive change, improve their 
environmental awareness, take action and learn 
about climate change and the importance of 
forests and protecting our ecosystems.

The Welsh Government held two Young 
People conferences to provide opportunities 
for Young People to be part of the Net Zero 
Plan. We provide funding towards MockCops, 
which are led by Size of Wales and the 
Welsh Centre for International Affairs (WCIA). 
Our Youth Climate Ambassadors attended 
COP26 and were provided with the opportunity 
to meet with likeminded young people, 
share a stage with the First Minister, meet with 
Welsh Government delegates and other 
international NGO’s.

Future Wales – the national plan 2040 is the 
all-Wales spatial development plan, setting 
a planning policy context for decarbonisation 
by preventing and mitigating carbon emissions.

As part of the production of Future Wales 
we worked with a board of young people and 
produced education packs for primary and 
secondary schools. These education packs 
were created to help children and young people 
engage in the planning system and they cover 
issues such as the environment, resources, 
renewable energy, carbon, flooding and erosion. 
The packs will be updated using feedback from 
teachers, and the intention is to use learners’ 
contributions to help inform the next review of 
Future Wales – the national plan.

Young people will also be part of and help shape 
their own sessions for our annual Wales Climate 
week and will be part of our future behavioural 
campaign. Providing us with their feedback on 
the future programme.

https://sizeofwales.org.uk/size-of-wales-education-resources/
https://keepwalestidy.cymru/eco-schools/
https://www.wcia.org.uk/tag/mockcop/
https://www.wcia.org.uk/
https://gov.wales/future-wales-national-plan-2040-0
https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/dc719db0-de38-4516-8122-d9d9d69441c6
https://hwb.gov.wales/repository/resource/7fd63088-bf14-444b-8cfa-e8453dd661b6?_ga=2.70202192.1132368333.1652811181-109112826.1645708391
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G. Education, leisure and cultural activities (arts. 28–31)

Education
Please describe the measures taken to:

The Welsh Government recognises that the 
pandemic is continuing to have the greatest 
impact on some of our most vulnerable and 
disadvantaged learners, including those from 
low income families.

Equity in Attainment

Tackling the impact of poverty on attainment is 
our most important policy priority. Our vision is for 
an excellent and equitable education system that 
delivers high standards and raises aspirations for 
all. The High Standards and Aspirations for All – 
Action Plan, due for publication in the Autumn 
term, and the work that it will instigate, will make 
a major contribution to making this possible.

The Plan will draw together actions from across 
the education system to deliver on our national 
mission to tackle the impact of poverty and 
socio-economic disadvantage on educational 
attainment. The aim of the plan is to support 
the development of an excellent and equitable 
education system in Wales through progressively 
reducing the impact of poverty on attainment, 
so that high standards and aspirations can be 
achieved by all.

Community Focused Schools

The Programme for Government includes a 
commitment to ‘invest in the learning environment 
of community schools, co-locating key services 
and securing stronger engagement with parents 
and carers outside traditional hours’. This is a 
key element in the work that is being developed 
to address our priority on tackling the impact 
of poverty on educational attainment.

Our ambition is for all schools in Wales to be 
Community Focused Schools – responding to 
the needs of their community, building a strong 
partnership with families and collaborating 
effectively with other services. By working 
collaboratively across school, home and the 
community we can support our children and 
young people more effectively.

For this reason, we are investing £3.84m in 
increasing the number of family engagement 
officers whose role will be to ensure that positive 
partnerships with families are developed, 
and that bespoke support and services are 
offered. A key focus of their role is on supporting 
attendance and working with families to 
encourage better levels of attendance and 
re-engagement with learning after the pandemic.

We are also providing funding to trial the 
appointment of community focused schools 
managers, and £20m of capital investment to 
allow schools to develop further as community 
assets, making the school more accessible and 
open to its local community.

School Admissions

All children living in Wales are entitled to access 
school place. The School Admission Code, 
provides statutory guidance to school admission 
authorities, local authorities, school admission 
appeals panels, school governing bodies and 
school admission forums to ensure admission 
applications are administered in the fairest and 
most equitable way possible. These bodies 
must act in accordance with the Code and 
must comply with other relevant legislation 

29A – Ensure equal access to quality education, including by mitigating the disproportionate 
impact of COVID-19, and improve attainment rates and educational outcomes for children in 
disadvantaged situations, including children living in poverty, children belonging to ethnic minority 
groups, traveller children, children in alternative care, asylum-seeking and migrant children, 
children with special educational needs and children with disabilities;

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/school-admissions-code.pdf
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including the Equality Act 2010, the Human 
Rights Act 1998, the United Nations Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the 
Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) 
Measure 2011.

Pupil Development Grant 

Countering the effects of disadvantage and 
deprivation on children and young people is 
central to our flagship Pupil Development Grant 
(PDG). The purpose of the PDG is to tackle the 
impact of deprivation and disadvantage on 
educational outcomes.

Year on year we have extended the PDG. In line 
with our Programme for Government commitment, 
the Welsh Government are continuing to invest 
record levels of funding in the PDG, with the 
budget increasing by £20m from 2022-23. 
This takes our total investment to more than 
£130m per annum from 2022-23 to support 
our most economically vulnerable learners. 
This includes funding for PDG-Access, which 
helps families of disadvantaged and vulnerable 
learners meet the everyday costs associated 
with the school day including school uniform, 
equipment for sports and extracurricular activities.

This builds on our funding in 2021-22, to take 
account of increases in learners eligible for 
free school meals as a result of the pandemic.

The Welsh Government will continue to work 
closely with PDG regional representatives to 
identify those areas where funding can have 
most impact, particularly in the context of the 
recommendations from the Review of School 
Spending in Wales report; in particular prioritising 
additional funding for more deprived schools 
and working with local authorities’ on ensuring 
more consistent and transparent school funding 
formulae.

We are considering how PDG might be used more 
effectively as part of work to develop a Strategy 
for Educational Equity.

Pupil Development (PDG) Access Grant

The PDG Access grant has made a huge 
difference to many families across Wales, 
helping remove the worry surrounding the 

purchase of school uniform and equipment, 
enabling more children to attend school and take 
part in activities at the same level as their peers.

In 2021/22 the grant was extended to eligible 
children and young people in all compulsory 
school years, meaning that even more families 
can now benefit from this support. In recognition 
of the pressures facing families, on 14 March 2022 
Welsh Government provided additional one-off 
payment of £100 to every child or young person 
eligible for PDG access. This takes funding for 
PDG Access up to over £23m for 2022/23.

Additional Learning Needs (ALN)

An additional £17.8m was provided to schools 
and colleges to support ALN in 2020-21, 
£9.8m of which was specifically in response to 
pressures arising from the COVID-19 pandemic.

In 2021-22 an additional £10m was allocated 
to support learners with ALN affected by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The funding was distributed 
by local authorities and used to provide extra 
resources, including mental health support.

The challenges arising from the pandemic have 
further highlighted the importance of ensuring 
that the system of support for children and young 
people with ALN is as effective as possible in the 
future. Despite the restrictions necessitated by 
the pandemic, our work towards the successful 
implementation of the Additional Learning 
Needs and Education Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018, 
has remained a priority.

Looked after children in education

The Welsh Government have supported looked 
after children in education by some £5m annually 
through PDG-LAC. The Regional Education 
Consortia administer this grant in collaboration 
with local authorities and schools.

PDG-LAC funding is based on £1,150 per looked 
after child; however, the funding is not ring-fenced 
for each child. This approach enables Consortia, 
working with partners, to determine the most 
effective, strategic interventions to support care 
experienced young people regardless of care 
or school placement changes.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents
https://gov.wales/education-of-disadvantaged-children
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/review-of-school-spending-in-wales.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2020-10/review-of-school-spending-in-wales.pdf
https://gov.wales/pupil-development-grant-access
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-11/pupil-deprivation-grant-to-support-the-educational-attainment-of-looked-after-children-frequently-asked-questions.pdf
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The Welsh Government remains committed to 
improving educational outcomes for looked 
after children. As part of this we are exploring 
with stakeholders how to develop an integrated 
approach to improving educational outcomes 
for looked after children.

We are pleased that in collaboration with 
Voices from Care Cymru we have been able to 
arrange engagement sessions to hear from these 
learners first hand, reflecting on the support they 
have received and their future aspirations.

Young Carers

The needs of young carers are recognised by 
the Welsh Government through its Strategy 
for Unpaid Carers and the associated Carers’ 
Delivery Plan, published in November 2021. 
A new national priority was included to raise 
awareness of the needs of both young carers 
and young adult carers in education, training and 
employment, in recognition of their need for 
more and improved support from education 
professionals as well as health and social care. 
The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic fed into the 
strategy and delivery plan development process, 

because it highlighted an increased need for 
more and better recognition of the needs of 
young carers.

Funding of £3m was made available to local 
authorities in 2021-22 to support all ages 
of unpaid carer, including young carers, to access 
suitable respite. From 2022-25, £9m of funding 
will create a new Short Breaks Fund giving 
carers the ability to access different forms of 
breaks from their caring responsibilities. We also 
provided £1.5m for a Carers Support Fund in 
2021-22, which will continue with £4.5m of 
funding over three years. It provides small 
grants up to £300 for unpaid carers of all ages 
and experiencing additional financial hardship, 
to make purchases to help them with caring.

Young carers can benefit from the national Young 
Carer ID card which operates across Wales to 
help them access support from teachers, or their 
local doctor and pharmacist. From 2020 – 2023, 
working in co-production with a national carers’ 
organisation and 22 local authorities, we will 
have allocated just over £600,000 to develop 
this new ID card for young carers aged up to 18.

29B – Monitor and address the persistent use of exclusions, in particular on children in 
disadvantaged situations; implement the recommendations of the Timpson Review of School 
Exclusion; and guarantee children the right to appeal against their exclusion and to legal aid 
and legal representation; 

Welsh Government guidance, Exclusion from 
Schools and Pupil Referral Units, is clear that 
permanent exclusion should be used only 
as a last resort. Permanent exclusion is an 
acknowledgement by the school that it has 
exhausted all available strategies for supporting 
the pupil. Where it is clear that a pupil is 
continuing to experience difficulties in school, 
despite support being put in place, and is at risk 
of permanent exclusion, we expect the school 
to work with the local authority to find another 
school or an alternative placement.

Where a pupil has been permanently excluded 
from school, parents and pupils have a right to 
appeal. Following a permanent exclusion being 
upheld by the school discipline committee, 
local authorities are responsible for assessing 

the needs of the pupil and how these can be 
met. The school’s obligation to provide education 
continues while the pupil is still on the school 
roll. The school must inform the parents of the 
arrangements made for enabling the pupil to 
continue their education, including setting and 
marking work.

Following the removal of a pupil from the school 
roll, it is the responsibility of the local authority 
to ensure a suitable education is made available 
for the pupil. The guidance is clear that, for the 
majority of permanently excluded pupils, the best 
course of action is for them to join a mainstream 
or special school. To achieve this, local 
authorities should consider whether specialist 
staff are required to support the pupil.

https://www.cwvys.org.uk/members/voices-from-care-cymru/
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-11/exclusion-from-schools-pupil-referral-units.pdf
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Excluded learners should only be educated 
outside of mainstream education where there 
are significant problems that are better addressed 
in a different environment, or where a pupil is 
approaching the end of compulsory schooling 
and it would be unrealistic to expect them to 
make a successful return to school. Where a 
pupil has significant problems which are better 
addressed in Education otherwise than at school 
(EOTAS), the local authority should put in place 
a pastoral support plan (PSP) which sets out 
the actions to be put in place to address the 
learner’s problems and ensure a smooth return 
to mainstream or special school, or transition 
into post-16 education and training. The Welsh 
Government is supporting schools to understand 
why children have difficulties that can result in 
behaviour which leads to pupils being at risk of 
exclusion or being excluded, including our work 
to tackle adverse childhood experiences (ACEs).

Every child in Wales has a right to an excellent 
education and a right to be supported to access 
that education – a child’s circumstances should 
not be a barrier to achieving positive outcomes. 
That is why the Welsh Government has put in 
place a number of policies to ensure children 
facing difficulties in school have support to 
remain in education.

On 3 May 2022, an oral statement was made in 
the Senedd on School Attendance. The Minister 
for Education and Welsh Language outlined a 
number of actions that will be taken to support 
the education community in supporting learners. 
One action is to update the all Wales attendance 
framework. Embedding a children’s rights 
approach to policy making, ensuring the 
participation of children and young people to 
shape policy development will be a guiding 
principle as we consider the changes we need to 
make to the Framework. But we are clear that this 
must go beyond a simple update of guidance. 
As such, this will be a comprehensive review of 
all practice in this space, which is child-centric 
and trauma informed approach. We are also 
acutely aware of the learners who we know can 
be disproportionately subjected to permanent or 
temporary exclusions; this includes, but is not 
limited to, ethnic minority learners and learners 
with special educational needs. The attendance 
review, commissioned by the Minister for 
Education and Welsh Language at the end 
of 2021, highlighted the link between deteriorating 
attendance and subsequent behavioural and 
emotional problems, that if not addressed may 
lead to exclusion of these learners from school. 
This highlights the need for attendance and 
exclusions policies to be considered and 
reviewed in parallel.

29C – Improve wellbeing and address bullying in schools, including against children with 
disabilities, minority children and LGBT children;  

The Welsh Government suite of guidance 
‘Rights, respect, equality’, published in November 
2019, provides statutory guidance for both 
governing bodies of maintained schools and local 
authorities to help address and prevent bullying 
in education settings in Wales. The guidance 
outlines the Welsh Government’s expectations 
for schools to:

• take a proactive and holistic approach to 
prevent bullying;

• have an anti-bullying policy linking to school 
policies including behaviour and safeguarding;

• record and monitor incidents of bullying 
to help take pro-active steps to challenge 
bullying; and

• to regularly review anti-bullying policies and 
strategies in collaboration with learners at 
least every three years.

The suite includes advisory guidance for children, 
young people and their parents/carers to help 
those affected by bullying, outlining rights and 
responsibilities. It also includes information on 
specific types of bullying linked to protected 
characteristics.

To support practical implementation of the 
guidance we have produced an online toolkit 
playlist of resources. The toolkits, which have 
been published on Hwb, the Welsh Government’s 
educational digital platform, includes factsheets, 

https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/12837#A71829
https://record.senedd.wales/Plenary/12837#A71829
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/all-wales-attendance-framework.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-03/all-wales-attendance-framework.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-04/attendance-review-implications-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-school-attendance.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-04/attendance-review-implications-of-the-covid-19-pandemic-for-school-attendance.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fanti-bullying-guidance&data=02%7C01%7CKate.Murray%40gov.wales%7C8e24f57417204f0fbef108d773358150%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637104545942546340&sdata=a9Tb0dEabPI%2B1aXMHioDmOpXU9FvuQqo%2Fk%2Bc%2FFabkHk%3D&reserved=0
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supplementary guidance, incident recording 
template forms and best practice case examples 
to help local authorities and schools challenge 
bullying. 

The Welsh Government will be updating its 
anti-bullying guidance in line with its the 
Anti-Racist Wales Action Plan, as well as new 
and updated Gypsy, Roma, Traveller guidance 

for schools. We aim to publish both 
by September 2022.

During 2021-2022 the Welsh Government will 
consult with children and young people via 
roundtables and already established groups 
from different areas of Wales. These groups 
will be specifically made up of ethnic minority, 
Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, and LGBTQ+ learners.

29D – Ensure the allocation of sufficient human, technical and financial resources for the 
development and expansion of early childhood care and education;

The Welsh Government’s 10 Year Childcare, 
Play and Early Years Workforce Plan will be 
reviewed and refreshed in 2022-23 to ensure that 
is continues to support individuals to enter and 
remain in the sector as we drive forward Early 
Childhood Education and Care (ECEC).

The Plan has new qualifications and career 
pathways developed to support recruitment and 
retention of the workforce. We work with strategic 
partners on targeted recruitment campaigns and 
in the developing of resources to support settings 
to recruit.

The new qualifications also support the 
expansion of ECEC by ensuring that practitioners 
have the knowledge and skills to provide 
high quality provision across all ECEC settings 
and that child development is at the centre of 
their approach.

The refreshed plan will continue to build on 
this work as well as developing new actions 
to support the sector to grow and strengthen, 
while maintaining a focus of quality.

In tandem an ECEC Quality Framework is being 
developed in conjunction with childcare and 
education stakeholders. This will support all 
practitioners in education or childcare settings 
caring for children 0-5 and provide the technical 
knowledge and expertise to ensure child centred 
provision. The Welsh Government intends to 
consult on the Quality Framework in due course.

As well as the current Childcare Offer available 
to the working parents of 3 and 4 year olds, 
parents of 3 and 4 year olds who are in 
undertaking higher or further education courses 

of at least 10 weeks in duration may also be able 
to access the Childcare from September 2022. 
In addition, further work is underway to 
determine how access to childcare can be further 
developed to support more parents and families 
in work-based learning, community learning 
and also those undertaking more short-term 
learning, e.g. English for Speakers of Other 
Language courses.

£80m in capital funding has been provided to 
local authorities across Wales in order to support 
the co-location of education and childcare 
provision to support the Welsh Government 
ECEC approach. This funding supports the 
creation of new facilities to bring education 
and care provision together. Over the next 
three years, Welsh Government will invest a 
further £70m in capital to support new facilities.

In 2019, the Deputy Minister for Social Services 
commissioned a Ministerial Review of Play which 
was paused temporarily due to the Coronavirus 
pandemic. The aim of the Ministerial Review 
of Play, with respect to children’s play policy, 
is to assess the Welsh Government’s work in 
relation to play policy and to inform how the 
Welsh Government develops and progresses 
the play agenda.

The Review considers the progress made in 
achieving the Welsh Government’s vision for play, 
articulated in its Play Policy, and whether the 
strategy to achieve the vision remains relevant. 
When published, the report of the Steering Group 
will set out a number of key recommendations to 
progress the play agenda to achieve the vision 
for the future of play in Wales.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/anti%E2%80%91racist-wales-action-plan.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/early-years-workforce-plan.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-07/early-years-workforce-plan.pdf
https://gov.wales/childcare-3-and-4-year-olds
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In Wales, the new Curriculum for Wales 
framework will include a mandatory area 
of learning and experience for Health and 
Well-being which will be taught in schools from 
September 2022. Relationships and Sexuality 
Education (RSE) will become a mandatory 
cross cutting theme within the new Curriculum, 
and an RSE code and statutory guidance was 
published in January 2022. The RSE Code has 
equality and inclusivity at its heart and includes 
developmentally appropriate learning on gender 
equity and LGBTQ+ inclusivity.

We strongly believe that all young people should 
have the right to access information that keeps 
them safe from harm, including online safety and 
knowing what is right and wrong so they can raise 
issues with responsible adults. This is an 
innovative part of the new curriculum and aims 
to ensure that learning and support around issues 
such as physical, mental and emotional health 
are provided to all young people in Wales. 
Learning within the new curriculum will be 
underpinned by a collective whole-school 
approach and that it is inclusive to ensure 
all learners see themselves and each other 
in what they learn about RSE.

29F – Integrate human rights education into mandatory school curricula and teacher training 
programmes;

29E – Ensure that mandatory sexual and reproductive health education includes material 
on sexual orientation and gender identity;

The philosophy and approach in the UNCRC is 
embedded throughout the new curriculum: the 
statements of what matters in the Humanities 
Area of Learning Experience (AoLE) published 
in January 2020 include the need for learners 
to understand their rights and engage with the 
concept of rights more generally.

Supporting this, the Curriculum for Wales 
guidance published in January 2020 provides 
clear guidance on human rights learning and 
education. This includes explicit reference 
to children’s rights and the UNCRC and has 
been developed in close collaboration with 
the Office of the Children’s Commissioner. 
Head teachers and governing bodies of schools 
will be obliged to have regard to this guidance 
in designing, adopting and implementing a 
curriculum that includes learning on children’s 
rights and the UNCRC.

In addition, a duty has been placed jointly 
on the following to promote knowledge and 
understanding of the UNCRC and the United 
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities to their teaching staff:

• governing bodies and head teachers of 
maintained schools and maintained nursery 
schools;

• on the proprietors of funded non-maintained 
nursery education providers; jointly on the 
teachers in charge of Pupil Referral Units 
(PRUs),

• the management committees of PRUs and the 
local authorities responsible for PRUs; and 

• on local authorities when commissioning 
education other than at a school or a 
PRU. The duty is to promote knowledge 
and understanding of the UNCRC and the 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities to their teaching staff.

https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/?_ga=2.246653379.63031576.1656343834-1254525639.1648050042
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/?_ga=2.246653379.63031576.1656343834-1254525639.1648050042
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-01/curriculum-for-wales-relationships-sexuality-education-code.pdf
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/
https://hwb.gov.wales/curriculum-for-wales/humanities/
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Equity and inclusion are at the heart of education 
reforms in Wales. The Welsh Government is 
delivering a programme of extensive educational 
reform to ensure a fully inclusive education 
system for children and young people with 
Additional Learning Needs (ALN). This system 
will ensure that needs are identified early, 
addressed quickly, and all children and young 
people are supported to reach their potential. 
Children are being moved to the new ALN system 
on a phased basis between September 2021 and 
September 2024.

The Additional Learning Needs and Education 
Tribunal (Wales) Act 2018 and the accompanying 
ALN Code and regulations, provides the statutory 
system for meeting the additional learning needs 
(ALN) of children and young people in Wales. 
The Act delivers a more inclusive, person-centred 
approach which places the learners’ views, 
wishes and feelings at the heart of the process 
of planning the support required to enable them 
to learn effectively and achieve their full potential.

In order to help change practice, the Welsh 
Government has developed an online national 
ALN professional learning programme to help 
the education workforce develop their ability to 
support learners with ALN. Teachers can also opt 
to take their studies to a higher level by pursuing 
an ALN pathway on the National Masters in 
Education (Wales).

In terms of physical access, the Welsh 
Government’s updated statutory guidance 
to schools advises on the preparation of 
accessibility strategies and accessibility plans 
which help ensure full inclusion of children with 
disabilities in a school environment.

The Welsh Government has consulted and 
listened to parents, children and young people 
at all stages of development of the new ALN 
system. Changes have been made based 
on feedback received and engagement will 
continue throughout the implementation period. 
Alternative versions of consultation documents 
have been produced; stakeholder events held; 
and work undertaken with the third sector in 
Wales to ensure as many children and young 
people as possible have had the opportunity 
to have their voices heard.

29G – Ensure that children with disabilities have access to and benefit from inclusive education, 
including by making mainstream schools fully accessible.

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2018/2/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-03/210326-the-additional-learning-needs-code-for-wales-2021.pdf
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H.  Special protection measures (arts. 22, 30, 32, 33, 35, 36, 37 (b)–
(d) and 38–40)

Asylum-seeking, refugee and migrant children
Please describe the measures taken or envisaged to:

The UK Government is responsible for immigration 
and asylum policy, which includes asylum 
application decision making, the provision of 
support and accommodation for asylum seekers, 
and the operation of refugee resettlement 
schemes. Therefore, many of the challenges 
experienced by these communities cannot be 
fully resolved without policy changes by the 
UK Government.

Nation of Sanctuary – Refugee and Asylum 
Seeker Plan 

The ‘Nation of Sanctuary’ plan outlines the 
breadth of work which the Welsh Government is 
undertaking across Wales to ensure inequalities 
experienced by these communities are reduced, 
access to opportunities increased, and relations 
between these communities and wider society 
improved. Whilst the plan includes many 
cross-Government actions, we will particularly 
prioritise key issues which have been highlighted 
by refugees and asylum seekers during the 
development of this plan and in response 
to the Senedd’s Equality, Local Government 
and Communities Committee Inquiry in 2017.

These include ensuring: 

• Refugees and asylum seekers can access 
health services (including mental health 
services) which they require throughout 
the ‘asylum journey’. This includes health 
assessments on arrival and during the 
dispersal and post-trauma phases.

• Refugees and asylum seekers are provided 
with the information and advice they need 
to begin to integrate into Welsh society from 
day one.

• Asylum seekers are not prevented from 
accessing appropriate Welsh Government 
schemes which would support their integration.

• New refugees and asylum seekers are less 
likely to fall into destitution. 

• All refugees and asylum seekers (particularly 
unaccompanied asylum seeking children) 
are properly safeguarded and can access 
advocacy support.

• Refugees and asylum seekers can access 
educational opportunities, including language 
skills, to help them rebuild their lives and fulfil 
their potential.

Ukraine 

The Welsh Government stands in support of 
the Ukrainian people. From the outbreak of the 
Ukraine conflict, our message has been clear – 
Wales is a Nation of Sanctuary and ready to 
welcome those fleeing war.

The Welsh Government has put in place a wide 
range of support and services in response to 
the evolving humanitarian crisis, working with 
our partners in local government, Education, 
Health and the NHS, the third sector and the 
people of Wales whose response to the crisis has 
been exemplary and reaffirms that Wales is truly 
a nation of sanctuary.

30A – Assess the impact of the 2016 Immigration Act, including the “deport first, appeal later” 
scheme, and asylum policy on children’s rights and family reunification, in view of the State party’s 
withdrawal from the European Union Dublin III Regulation;

30B – Expedite the processing of asylum applications and ensure that all asylum-seeking children 
are provided with child-friendly services and access to health care and education.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-03/nation-of-sanctuary-refugee-and-asylum-seeker-plan_0.pdf
https://www.sanctuary.gov.wales/
https://www.sanctuary.gov.wales/
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We are particularly aware of the impact that this 
crisis has and will have on children. We recognise 
how important it is that Ukrainian arrivals can be 
integrated within local communities in Wales as 
quickly as possible and provided with a range 
of wrap around support services. From a health 
perspective, this involves support in accessing 
free healthcare and initial health assessments to 
identify and providing care for any ongoing health 
needs. Health assessments involve screening for 
communicable diseases.

All families arriving from Ukraine will be able to 
register with a GP and access mainstream health 
services – this includes mental health services. 
Health support for those arriving in Wales will 
be provided in line with Welsh Government 2018 
Guidance for Health Boards on the Health and 
Wellbeing of Asylum Seekers and Refugees.

We have published dedicated guidance 
for safeguarding and modern slavery, 
which provides advice and support to Welsh 
public bodies with reference to the Ukraine 
visa schemes and now includes advice relating 
to violence against women, domestic abuse and 
sexual violence and online safety.

All children living in Wales have a right to a 
school place, irrespective of their nationality and 
the Welsh Government has issued guidance on 
school admissions applications for overseas 
children. The guidance to families can be found 
on the schools Sanctuary website.

There is extensive guidance available to support 
education settings to support schools in creating 
and maintaining a safe learning environment for 
children including our statutory guidance Keeping 
Learners Safe. This covers provision on and off 
official school premises.

The Welsh Government is a Homes for Ukraine 
super sponsor, providing a route to sanctuary 
for between three and four times the original 
commitment of 1,000 Ukraine people supported. 
We provide accommodation, support, and care. 
It also removes the need for applicants to be 
matched to a named person before they are 
cleared to travel to the UK through the visa 
system. Welcome Centres have been set up 
around Wales to accommodate people when 
they arrive.

Within the Welcome Centres we ensure a range 
of support services are provided; we refer to this 
package of support as wraparound support. 
These wraparound services include access 
to health services (including mental health), 
education, support with setting up bank accounts 
and applying for Universal Credit, an introduction 
to the UK labour market and help with CV writing 
or qualification recognition, help with ensuring 
their immigration status is secure, SIM cards and 
smartphones and more. Translation services are 
available for people who do not speak English 
and there are opportunities to start learning 
English – and Welsh.

The level of commitment to the people of Ukraine 
across all public services has been significant. 
The situation in Ukraine and our response to it is 
an evolving situation and Wales will play its part 
in meeting this challenging situation.

https://gov.wales/homes-ukraine-safeguarding-and-modern-slavery-guidance-html
https://gov.wales/homes-ukraine-safeguarding-and-modern-slavery-guidance-html
https://gov.wales/school-admissions-applications-overseas-children
https://gov.wales/school-admissions-applications-overseas-children
https://gov.wales/school-admissions-applications-overseas-children
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsanctuary.gov.wales%2Fukraine%2Feducation&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C9b68229de32d4c7dabc408da55046382%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637915774590652309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hbrSz4O2mvgs9qQSuDHSfZE%2Bbtfm3NTfHiqqiJfsl6c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fkeeping-learners-safe&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C9b68229de32d4c7dabc408da55046382%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637915774590652309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I8Ct0hwIjTxv6f6xHWl5xKd06mnnNziKpvpDojhXJ98%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgov.wales%2Fkeeping-learners-safe&data=05%7C01%7CBrendan.Murtagh%40gov.wales%7C9b68229de32d4c7dabc408da55046382%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C637915774590652309%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I8Ct0hwIjTxv6f6xHWl5xKd06mnnNziKpvpDojhXJ98%3D&reserved=0
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For several years, Welsh Government has 
focussed its support on building the capacity 
of statutory social services on whom there are 
duties to deliver for asylum seeking children 
via funding placements, publishing a range 
of guidance and funding training. 

There has been and continues to be significant 
financial support provided in relation to advocacy 
and related support for age disputed children via 
the Welsh Government-funded Asylum Rights 
Programme and delivered by TGP Cymru and 
also the Home Office-funded Independent 
Child Trafficking Guardian scheme delivered 
by Barnardo’s in Wales. In addition, the Social 
Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 
provides a statutory right to advocacy for looked 
after children including asylum seeking children.

There is also a well-established range of 
Third sector support for asylum seeking children 
and families. Therefore, it is felt that asylum 
seeking children have a good range of support 
available to them to help understand their rights 
and entitlements and navigate their way through 
state systems. We are aware of Scotland’s 
Guardianship scheme and the Refugee Council’s 
Children and Young People service in England 
and will look to these should Wales move to 
develop a guardian scheme for children here. It is 
likely that any additional support would focus on 
legal support in relation to the asylum process.

Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children

In Wales, there is a range of different care and 
support available to unaccompanied asylum 
seeking children (UASC), which is provided 
by statutory and Third sector organisations. 
Local authority social services are required by the 
Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 
to act in the best interests of and have due regard 
to the rights of the children they serve. The Act 
brings into domestic law the UNCRC and Part 6 
of the Act which provides for looked after and 
accommodated children, applies to UASC. Wales 
treats these children as having the same rights 
and entitlements as looked after children who are 
born in Wales and the UK.

The Act contains clear provisions in respect 
of those providing functions under it, that they 
ensure a child or young person’s views, wishes 
and feelings are heard, and that their cultural, 
religious and linguistic needs are met. When 
UASC leave care and become care leavers, they 
are entitled to support from a Personal Adviser up 
to the age of 25 (provided they are in education, 
training or employment). UASC are also entitled 
to an advocate, a further right conferred by the 
Social Services and well-being (Wales) Act 2014 
Part 10 Code of Practice (Advocacy).

In Wales, we’ve had an Independent Child 
Trafficking Guardianship (ICTG) service operating 
nationally since 2017. This service is under a 
Home Office contract, but the Welsh Government 
is represented on the ICTG steering board. 
This service, which is run by Barnardo’s, only 
supports trafficked children unlike the Scottish 
Guardianship Service, (which is transitioning to 
a Scottish ICTG service), which also provides 
support to unaccompanied asylum seeking 
children.

Unaccompanied asylum seeking children 
in Wales are supported through the Welsh 
Government-funded Asylum Rights Programme 
(ARP), which includes funding for TGP Cymru’s 
Young Asylum Seekers and Refugees 
Programme. They also have access to 
advocacy services under the Social Services 
and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Children and 
young people are entitled to advocacy from a 
statutory Independent Professional Advocate (IPA) 
when they become looked after or become the 
subject of child protection enquiries leading to 
an Initial Child Protection Conference. In addition, 
all children who have a care and support plan are 
entitled to access advocacy services, and their 
social worker will discuss this directly with them.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures and 
All Wales Practice Guides promote consistent 
evidence based safeguarding practice across 
agencies in Wales. This includes advice on 
considering the specific needs of unaccompanied 
asylum seeking children in safeguarding them 
from abuse through exploitation.

30C – Establish statutory independent guardians for all unaccompanied and separated children 
in England and Wales;

https://www.tgpcymru.org.uk/what-we-do/refugee-and-asylum-programme-rap/
https://www.tgpcymru.org.uk/what-we-do/refugee-and-asylum-programme-rap/
https://www.tgpcymru.org.uk/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-12/social-services-and--well-being-wales-act-2014-part-10-code-of-practice-advocacy.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-12/social-services-and--well-being-wales-act-2014-part-10-code-of-practice-advocacy.pdf
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/trafficked-children
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/trafficked-children
https://safeguarding.wales/
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
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Welsh Government funded a series of focus 
groups carried out by the Wales Strategic 
Migration Partnership (WSMP) and Save the 
Children with asylum seeking children about 

their experiences of life in Wales. We also hear 
from TGP Cymru’s asylum seeking children’s 
Participation Group.

Administration of child justice
Please explain the measures taken or envisaged, across all devolved administrations, overseas 
territories and Crown dependencies, to:

The Welsh Government supports an approach 
to youth justice which is rehabilitative and 
child-centred, with a focus on prevention and 
trauma-informed approaches. We recognise 
that tackling the intergenerational cycle of 
offending and the impact of Adverse Childhood 
experiences requires us to focus on support and 
addressing the needs of children and young 
people, not on punitive approaches to justice.

Our document Delivering Justice In Wales, 
published in May 2022, outlines the scope of 
our work on justice and our overarching response 
to the Thomas Commission. It outlines the work 
we are doing, including through the Youth 
Justice Blueprint, to promote a child-centred, 
trauma informed approach to youth justice 
across the entirety of the system. It also outlines 
the discussions we are taking forward with the 
UK Government on justice. 

We have taken forward a triage process 
with the UK Government to review all of the 
Thomas Commission recommendations that did 
not involve the wholesale transfer of responsibility 
for the justice system, with a view to identifying 
the recommendations which could be taken 

forward in partnership. Examples of areas we 
have raised through these discussions include the 
operation of youth justice and the age of criminal 
responsibility in Wales. We continue to hope that 
we will be able to make some progress through 
conversations at official and ministerial levels, 
and joint engagement with stakeholders.

In the last ten years, there has been a significant 
reduction in the numbers of children arrested, 
convicted of offences and sentenced to custody. 
Those who remain within the youth justice 
system in Wales are often from some of the most 
disadvantaged backgrounds, and many have 
complex needs including learning and mental 
health difficulties, and who are often themselves, 
victims of crime. To improve wellbeing outcomes 
for future generations services in Wales must 
work together to:

• transform the lives of children who have 
experienced adversity and are at risk 
of self-harming behaviour and criminal 
exploitation; and

• reduce the number of victims of youth crime 
and improve support for those who are victims 
(including those who offend).

31A – Raise the age of criminal responsibility to at least 14 years;

31B – Ensure the application of the child justice system to all children, in particular that children 
are not detained with adults and that it extends protection to children who were below the age 
of 18 at the time of the offence but who turned 18 during the trial or sentencing process; 

31C – Abolish life imprisonment for children for offences committed while they were under the age 
of 18 and ensure that imprisonment is used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest 
possible period; 

31D – ensure and support the right of children accused of crimes to effective legal representation 
and participation throughout the child justice process;

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/delivering-justice-for-wales-may-2022-v2.pdf
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This requires close collaboration between 
UK and Welsh Governments and the services 
in their areas of executive competence. 
This whole-system approach is vital to ensuring 
that children in, or at risk of entering the youth 
justice system have access to services that act 
in their best interests, are non-discriminatory, 
encourage their active participation in decisions 
which affect them and ensure their access to 
rights and entitlements.

The Wales Youth Justice Advisory Panel (WYJAP) 
is jointly convened by the Welsh Government and 
the YJB. Its primary purpose is to assist the Welsh 
G vernment and the YJB to implement policy 
which prevents offending and reoffending by 
children and young people in Wales and to 
provide scrutiny and support to the 
implementation of its Blueprint for Youth Justice. 

31E – Address the large number of children in pretrial detention and the disproportionate 
representation of children belonging to ethnic minority groups in custody, such as by implementing 
the recommendations of the Lammy Review; 

The Welsh Government’s Anti-Racist Wales 
Action Plan includes a chapter on crime and 
justice, setting out the action we are taking to 
tackle racism in the justice system and to prevent 
hate crime in all of its forms. Building on this, 
the Welsh Government are also working in 
partnership with policing in Wales and other 
criminal justice agencies to develop a dedicated 
Criminal Justice in Wales Anti-Racist Action Plan, 

which will take a challenging and radical 
approach to improve outcomes and to tackle 
systemic racism. Our collective aim is that 
everyone who comes into contact with the 
criminal justice system will receive equal 
treatment and equal outcomes, whatever their 
ethnicity. We continue to use our influence 
wherever we can to enact systemic change 
and improve outcomes for the people of Wales.

31F – Prohibit the use of solitary confinement of children and abolish the use of segregation and 
isolation in child detention facilities;

31G – Ensure that children in detention have access to education and health services, 
including mental health services; 

31H – Investigate cases of violence, including sexual abuse, reported by children in the child 
justice system, in view of the 2019 report of the independent inquiry on sexual abuse of children 
in custodial institutions in England and Wales.

Children in the youth justice system in Wales 
are entitled to the same safeguarding response 
as their peers under the Social Services and 
Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 and the Wales 
Safeguarding Procedures. These entitlements 
are set out in the Part 11 Code of Practice issued 
under the Act. 

Whilst youth justice is not devolved to Wales, 
the Blueprints for Youth Justice and Female 
Offending published in May 2019 set out our 
approach to the delivery of justice services in 
Wales. There is a clear focus on early intervention 

and prevention, one that focuses on how we 
provide support to divert people away from 
crime in the first place, but also one which takes 
a holistic and rehabilitative approach to those 
who slip through that net.

The Blueprints take a whole system approach 
which takes account of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child in the 
design of youth justice services for Wales. It sets 
out the ambition for a rights-based and trauma-
informed system, which will support services to 
deliver positive outcomes for children in Wales.

https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/youth-justice-blueprint_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/anti-racist-wales-action-plan_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2022-06/anti-racist-wales-action-plan_0.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2014/4/contents
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/part-11-code-of-practice-miscellaneous-and-general.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/youth-justice-blueprint_0.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/female-offending-blueprint_3.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2019-05/female-offending-blueprint_3.pdf
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I.  Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and 
child pornography

Please describe the measures taken to implement the Committee’s previous recommendations regarding 
the implementation of the Optional Protocol on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography (CRC/C/GBR/CO/5 and Corr.1, para. 83), in which the Committee also made reference to 
its more detailed recommendations on the initial report submitted by the State party under the Optional 
Protocol (CRC/C/OPSC/GBR/CO/1), including measures to:

The Social Services and Wellbeing (Wales) 
Act 2014 and supporting statutory guidance 
provides for a strengthened safeguarding 
framework to ensure that children are protected 
about sexual exploitation and sexual abuse.

Volume Working Together to Safeguard 
People, Volume 7, Safeguarding children from 
Child Sexual Exploitation was published on 
18 March 2021 and sets out requirements on 
safeguarding partners and advice on preventing 
Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE), protecting 
children from CSE, and responding to children 
abused through CSE.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures support 
evidence based and consistent safeguarding 
practice across agencies and across Wales 
and explain duties under the Social Services 
and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. A number of 
All Wales Practice Guides have been published. 
This includes a multi-agency All Wales Practice 
Guide – safeguarding children from child 
sexual exploitation. All Wales Practice Guides 
on safeguarding children missing form home 
or care, children affected by domestic abuse, 
safeguarding children from online abuse, 
safeguarding children from child trafficking and 
children where there are concerns about harmful 
sexual behaviour.

The Welsh Government issued a National Action 
Plan – preventing and responding to child sexual 
abuse in July 2019. The plan includes actions on 
preventing and responding to child sexual abuse 
including child sexual exploitation and harmful 
sexual behavior.

The Violence against Women, Domestic 
Abuse and Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 
(VAWDASV) aims to improve the Public Sector 
response in Wales to such abuse and violence 
and was subject to rigorous scrutiny through 
the legislative process. Live Fear Free

In May 2022, the Welsh Government, in 
partnership with key stakeholders published 
the VAWDASV strategy 2022-2026, which is 
the second to be completed under the duty 
established by VAWDASV (Wales) Act 2015, 
setting out the approach to be taken by the 
Welsh Government elected in May 2021 
and will cover the period to the end of this 
administration in 2026.

The National Online Safety Action Plan for 
Children and Young People in Wales sets out 
how the Welsh Government is working with 
teachers, parents and carers, learners and 
appropriate partners across Wales to keep our 
children and young people safe online. The plan 
is reviewed annually by policy teams, to capture 
actions achieved and any new actions.

32A – Revise its legislation to ensure that all children under 18 years are protected from all types 
of offences covered by the Optional Protocol;

https://gov.wales/topics/health/socialcare/act/code-of-practice/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/topics/health/socialcare/act/code-of-practice/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-02/safeguarding-children-from-child-sexual-exploitation.pdf
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/index.c6.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p9.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p9.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p9.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p4.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p6.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p3.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p7.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p7.html
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://gov.wales/preventing-and-responding-child-sexual-abuse-national-action-plan
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/topics/people-and-communities/communities/safety/domesticabuse/?lang=en
https://gov.wales/violence-against-women-domestic-abuse-and-sexual-violence-strategy-2022-2026-html
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/3/contents/enacted
https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-07/online-safety-action-plan-for-children-and-young-people-in-wales.pdf
https://beta.gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2018-07/online-safety-action-plan-for-children-and-young-people-in-wales.pdf
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The Welsh Government supports improving 
the identification of child victims of trafficking 
and exploitation within the National Referral 
Mechanism, in alignment with within existing 
child protection procedures. Modern slavery is 
not a devolved responsibility, but much of the 
support for victims and survivors falls to devolved 
services in Wales. The Welsh Government works 
closely with partners in Wales, as well as the 
Home Office and other devolved administrations, 
in tackling modern slavery and supporting 
survivors.

The Welsh Government works closely with our 
partners to ensure the voice of children and 
young people helps to shape the development 
of public policy. We work closely with Barnardo’s 
Cymru, who are a member of the Wales 
Anti-Slavery Leadership Group, on supporting 
child victims and survivors. The Welsh 
Government contributed towards the Practitioner 
Responses to Child Trafficking: Emerging Good 
Practice report, commissioned by the then 
Independent Anti-Slavery Commissioner, 
Dame Sara Thornton, in partnership with 
Cumberland Lodge, and published in April 2022.

32C – Protect the rights of child victims of offences covered by the Optional Protocol by 
establishing a clear obligation of non-prosecution, ensuring that they are treated as victims 
rather than criminals by law enforcement and judicial authorities, and establishing Independent 
Child Trafficking Guardians in all devolved administrations. 

32B – Strengthen the National Referral Mechanism for identifying child victims of trafficking and 
exploitation, which is embedded in existing child protection procedures;

Wales was an early adopter site for the 
Home Office-funded Independent Child 
Trafficking Guardian Service, which is operated 
by Barnardo’s Cymru. The Welsh Government 
is working with our partners across Wales on 
support for children who have been victims 
of modern slavery, recognising the need for 
continuing support in their recovery and in 
integrating into society with the skills and 
opportunities to fulfil their potential.

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures support 
evidence based and consistent safeguarding 
practice across agencies and across Wales. 
They include an All Wales Practice Guides on 
safeguarding children who may be trafficked, 
which states that ‘child trafficking is a form of 
child abuse that requires a child protection 
response’. All Wales Practice Guides on 
child sexual exploitation and child criminal 
exploitation set out the interrelated nature of 
this abuse and child trafficking and are clear 
about the need to safeguard and promote the 
well-being of children.

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/trafficked-children
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/what-we-do/protecting-children/trafficked-children
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/wales?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5ZXP4sPS-AIVp-_tCh1mkgQSEAAYASAAEgKtQPD_BwE
https://safeguarding.wales/
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p3.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p10.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p1.html
https://safeguarding.wales/chi/c6/c6.p1.html
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