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This approved document, Approved Document L2B: Conservation of fuel and power in 
existing buildings other than dwellings supports the energy efficiency requirements of the 
Building Regulations. Regulation 2(1) of the Building Regulations defines the energy efficiency 
requirements as the requirements of regulations 23, 25A, 25B, 26, 26A, 26B, 28, 29 and 40 and 
Part L of schedule 1. It takes effect on 31 July 2014 and is for use in Wales*. The 2010 edition 
will continue to apply to work begun before 31 July 2014, or to work subject to a building notice, 
full plans application or initial notice submitted before 31 July 2014. 

The main changes in the approved document are that:

efficiency measures when undertaking applicable building work. The previous 1000m2 threshold has 
been removed for extensions and where fixed heating is provided into a previously unheated space. 
The guidance on consequential improvements is provided in Section 4.

refurbished thermal elements has been removed.

system, whether an individual room heater or a heating system extended into the conservatory 
or porch from elsewhere in the building, then the requirements of Part L will now apply. Section 9 
of this document provides guidance where these buildings are not exempt.

Digital ISBN 978 1 4734 0959 0
© Crown Copyright 2014
WG20493

*  This Approved Socument gives guidance for compliance with the Building Regulations for 
building work carried out in Wales. It does not apply to building work carried out on excepted 
energy buildings in Wales as defined in the Welsh Ministers (Transfer of Functions) (No. 2) Order 2009. 
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/
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http://www.wales.gov.uk/topics/planning/buildingregs
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5

5 U values should be calculated as given in Appendix C: Calculating U values
6 For example, student accommodation, care homes and similar uses where the occupancy levels and internal gains are essentially domestic in
character.
7 Display windows are not required to meet the standard given in this table.
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15 For example, student accommodation, care homes and similar uses where the occupancy levels and internal gains are essentially domestic in
character.
16 Display windows are not required to meet the standard given in this table
17 No specific threshold U values have been set but it would be reasonable for the threshold to be less stringent than for the other cases.
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22 U values should be calculated as given in Appendix C: Calculating U values.
23 If a wall has a cavity but it is not suitable for filling with cavity insulation, it should be treated as ‘wall – external or internal insulation’.
24 The U value of the floor of an extension can be calculated using the exposed perimeter and floor area of the whole enlarged building.
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32 For example, student accommodation, care homes and similar uses where the occupancy levels and internal gains are essentially domestic in
character.
33 Display windows are not required to meet the standard given in this table
34 No specific threshold U values have been set but it would be reasonable for the threshold to be less stringent than for the other cases.
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42 For example, student accommodation, care homes and similar uses where the occupancy levels and internal gains are essentially domestic in
character.
43 Display windows are not required to meet the standard given in this table
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45 For example, student accommodation, care homes and similar uses where the occupancy levels and internal gains are essentially domestic in
character.
46 Display windows are not required to meet the standard given in this table
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53
U values should be calculated as given in Appendix C: Calculating U values.

54
The U value of the floor of an extension can be calculated using the exposed perimeter and floor area of the whole enlarged building.
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http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/advice/advice-by-topic/climate-change/energy-efficiency/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/advice/advice-by-topic/climate-change/energy-efficiency/
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55 Non Domestic Building Services Compliance Guide 2013 Edition.
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http://www.wales.gov.uk/topics/planning/buildingregs/competent-persons-scheme
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http://www.bre.co.uk/uvalues
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change
http://www.bre.co.uk/sap2012
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change/about/statistics
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-energy-climate-change/about/statistics
http://www.communities.gov.uk/
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