
 
 
 
24th July 2023 
 
Dear                             , 
 
ATISN 18694 – HEFCW Funding 
 
Information requested 
 
Thank you for your request which I received on 6th July 2023.  You asked for: 

 How much has been set aside/spent (in the last 5 years) of the bursary 
awarded to those studying through the medium of Welsh in higher education, and 
whether it comes from the education pot. 
 
Our response 
 
The Welsh Government's budget for the Education and Welsh Language Budget 
Expenditure Line (BEL) includes the following amounts of funding for HEFCW 
Programme Expenditure: 

          

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 

£158,082,000 £244,193,000 £263,111,000 £209,970,000 £205,230,000 

          

     
Source: Welsh Government budgets | GOV.WALES 

 
Funding has been administered by HEFCW to Welsh Higher Education institutions to 
provide bursaries for Welsh-domiciled postgraduate taught Master’s students 
studying through the Medium of Welsh as part of a pilot scheme established in 
2019/20. Funding allocations can be found in the following circulars: 
 
2019/20 
2020/21 
2021/22 
2022/23 
2023/24 
 
Bursary funding for undergraduate students is provided by institutions directly, 
including as part of fee and access plan commitments, and by the Coleg Cymraeg 
Cenedlaethol. We do not hold detailed information on this.  
  
  

https://www.gov.wales/welsh-government-budgets
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hefcw.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fcirculars%2Fw19-27he-postgraduate-taught-masters-incentivisation-bursary-scheme-2019-20%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJade.Bird%40gov.wales%7C9e8d553a434b4e8b625608db89db5e3a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638255347483807033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Sv%2F5DNox6KT8iwgePSF3%2F6rMG8VB4bMa1FDKUuap6%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hefcw.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fcirculars%2Fw20-04he-postgraduate-taught-masters-incentivisation-bursary-schemes-2020_21%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJade.Bird%40gov.wales%7C9e8d553a434b4e8b625608db89db5e3a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638255347483807033%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kMqK4ZQnvOAAbxwzJ7FaG9mkp2juRqYDWq0v0QPoxf4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hefcw.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fcirculars%2Fw21-11he-postgraduate-taught-masters-incentivisation-bursary-schemes-2021-22%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJade.Bird%40gov.wales%7C9e8d553a434b4e8b625608db89db5e3a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638255347483963271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vh6k7JxeXDC54z6VEZIfu5eUyuilA9WrW%2Bk9WSJcUJg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hefcw.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fcirculars%2Fw22-13he-postgraduate-taught-masters-incentivisation-bursary-schemes-2022-23%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJade.Bird%40gov.wales%7C9e8d553a434b4e8b625608db89db5e3a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638255347483963271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7LYFqtDC84sl9untY85tY6aPX4BnQsG6doGNN4gPGKg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hefcw.ac.uk%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fcirculars%2Fw23-16he-postgraduate-taught-masters-bursary-schemes-2023-24%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJade.Bird%40gov.wales%7C9e8d553a434b4e8b625608db89db5e3a%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638255347483963271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kkvU3iGouDabUGa2u9O58BcB1is0nLuHirOvx%2B9OthY%3D&reserved=0


Next steps 
  
If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you 
can ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 
Freedom of Information Officer at:  
 
Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
 
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 
 
Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     
 
You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 
Information Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  
Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 
However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 
complaint until it has been through our own internal review process. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

