What are we looking at?

32% of children with
speech, language and
communication needs
live in areas of high :
social disadvantage

4.8% of school children in
Wales have speech,
language &
communication needs °

30% of children in Wales
with Additional
Learning Needs have
speech, language &
communication needs,
the most common type of
Additional Learnmg
Need in Wales

@ 5

Speech, Language &
Communication Needs

Why does it matter?

81% of children with
emotional & behavioural
disorders have communication4
needs not previously identified

61% of children with speech,
language & communication
needs did not meet expected
levels across the core subjects at
the end of Key Stage 3

Children with lower vocabulary
scores at age 5 are twice as likely
to experience periods of
unemployment in adulthood *
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90% of care leavers had
below average language
ability. None of these young
people had previously been
diagnosed with speech,
language &
communication needs ’

71% of children sentenced
in the youth justice system
in England and Wales
(Apr 19 - Mar 20) had
speech, language &

- - 8
communication needs

Why do ,"ey ma"er and Wha, ‘un we do ? 8 Assessing the needs of sentenced children in the Youth Justice System - GOV.UK (WV\./W.g.O\./.uk)
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Roulstone, S; Law, J; Rush, R; Clegg, J and Peters, T, Department for Education (DFE). (2011) Investigating the role of language in children's early educational outcomes

10 https://feducationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/early-years-toolkit/communication-and-language-approaches

What can we do?

Supporting families
from any background
to provide a positive
communication
environment can
improve Ianguage
development

Responding

to a child's actions and
words is key to their
speech, language &
communication
development

Modest investment
into training early
years practitioners
can have a huge
Impact on

children’s speech,
language &
communiﬁ)ation
outcomes
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