
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELSH GOVERNMENT 

LAND COMPENSATION ACT 1973 
 

A465 Sections 5 & 6 Dowlais Top to Hirwaun 

1.  The Welsh Ministers hereby give notice that the length of highway detailed 
in the Schedule below was opened to public traffic on 30 May 2025. That date 
is known as the "relevant date". 

2.  Under Part I of the Land Compensation Act 1973 (as amended) (from now 
on referred to as the Act), compensation can be claimed by anyone having a 
qualifying interest in land if the value of that interest has been depreciated by 
more than £50 by physical factors caused by the use of the altered highway.  
The physical factors are noise, vibration, smell, fumes, smoke and artificial 
lighting and the discharge on to the land of any solid or liquid substance. 

3. The first day on which compensation can be claimed is the day after twelve 
months have expired from the relevant date and is known as the "first claim 
day".  The first claim day for this altered highway is the 30 May 2026.  Except 
for the circumstance described in paragraph 4 to this notice, a claim cannot 
be made before the first claim day. 

4. A claim can be made during the period between the relevant date and the 
first claim day only where the claimant has made a contract to sell his/her 
interest in the property or, in the case of properties that are not dwellings, to 
grant a tenancy.  The claim must be made between the making of the contract 
and before the sale is completed or the tenancy granted.  The Welsh 
Ministers cannot accept a claim after the sale or grant of a tenancy has been 
completed.  No compensation in respect of such a claim will be paid before 
the first claim day. 

5. By virtue of section 19(2A) of the Act and under the Limitations Act 1980, a 
claim will become time-barred if within six years from and including the first 
claim day the claimant has not:  a) Agreed in writing an offer of compensation 
(including any reasonable valuation and legal expenses) made by the Welsh 
Ministers in writing; or b) If agreement is not so reached, made a reference to 
the Lands Tribunal to have it determine the compensation.  Where a claim 
has become time-barred under the Limitations Act 1980, the Welsh Ministers 
can no longer be required to pay compensation. 

6. No compensation can be claimed under Part I of the Act where part of the 
property was acquired for the carrying out of the alterations to the highway.  
Instead, compensation for land acquired is paid under different rules.  



 
 

7. To claim compensation under Part I of the Act, a qualifying interest in the 
land must have been acquired before the alterations were completed and first 
open to public traffic.  The qualifying interest must also be held by the 
claimant at the date of making a claim.  The claimant must be able to produce 
evidence of his/her interest in the property when required to do so by the 
Welsh Ministers.  Compensation will not be paid where a claimant's qualifying 
interest in the property cannot be verified.  Interests in land qualifying for 
compensation are specified in section 2 of the Act.   

8. Compensation is assessed by reference to property prices that are current 
on the first claim day.  Account will be taken of the use of the altered highway, 
as it exists on the first claim day.  Account will also be taken of any 
intensification that may then reasonably be expected of the use of the altered 
highway in the state it is on the first claim day. 

9. Any person entitled to a qualifying interest who considers he/she has a 
claim under the said provisions may obtain further information and claim 
forms from, E-Mail part1claims@gov.wales or by writing to the Part 1 Claims 
and Noise Team, Economic Infrastructure, Welsh Government, Cathays Park, 
Cardiff CF10 3NQ quoting reference BZ910182E-441-1. 

10. This notice contains a summary of the law.  It is not intended to be a 
complete and full statement of it.  Anyone intending to make a claim should 
consider obtaining independent professional advice. 

SCHEDULE 
 

The project extends between Hirwaun and Dowlais Top for 11 miles (17.7km). 

The new road will be a 70mph dual carriageway with 6 junctions. 
 
Slip roads on and off the A465 carriageway will connect the joining roads. 
 
The new road was built to: 
 

• improve traffic flow and make it safer to overtake 
• make the road safer, especially around junctions and areas with poor 

visibility 
• improve access to key services, jobs and markets supporting inward 

investment to areas like the Ebbw Vale Enterprise Zone. 
 
A copy of this Notice in larger print can be obtained by emailing 
part1claims@gov.wales. 
 

Tom Maton 
Head of Compensation and Land Management  
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