19 November 2025

Dear

ATISN 26363— COVID Correspondence

Information requested

Thank you for your request which | received on 10 November 2025.

We believe you are asking for copies of all information shared with the Catholic Church in
Wales relating to the COVID-19 pandemic and its impact on the elder, the disabled or NHS
nursing staff, for the period between Jan 1 2020 to Jan 1 2023.

Our response

Whilst we may hold information that is captured by your request, my preliminary
assessment is that it will cost more than the appropriate limit set out in the Freedom of
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 to comply
with your request. The appropriate limit specified for central government is £600. This
represents the estimated cost of it taking over 24 hours of time to determine whether we
hold relevant information and to thereafter locate, retrieve and extract it.

In order to provide you with the information that you have requested would require searches
of our electronic filing system. Initial searches of our electronic files using the following key
words: COVID Pandemic, Welsh Government, Welsh Catholic Church have retrieved 3,990
documents of various sizes and complexity. Each of these documents would need to be
manually reviewed to identify whether they are wholly or partially within scope of your
request. Consequently, after considering the regulations and applying the timescales for
review, | have decided not to provide you with the information you have requested.

You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope by being more specific about
what information you particularly wish to obtain, including any dates or period of time
relevant to the information required.

If you do refine your request in this way, this will be treated as a new request.

Some information you are seeking may be available to you on the UK Covid-19 Public
Inquiry website: Documents Archive - UK Covid-19 Inquiry.

You may also wish to view the following link to a witness statement from a senior official in
the Welsh Government, which does include some information about our liaison with faith
groups during the pandemic: INQ000273937 - Witness Statement provided by Tracey Burke
on behalf of the Communities and Tackling Poverty Directorate, Welsh Government, dated
25/10/2023. - UK Covid-19 Inquiry.

Next steps


https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.public-inquiry.uk%2Fdocuments%2F%3Ftaxonomies_document-type%3D%257B%2522parent%2522%253A0%252C%2522terms%2522%253A%255B%255B56%252C%2522evidence%2522%255D%255D%257D%26date-range-from%3D%26date-range-to%3D%26post-types%3Ddocument%26query-post-types%3Dfalse%26search%3D%26page%3D1%23breadcrumb&data=05%7C02%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Ca73544ee7f4845f808ee08de2691d528%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638990607716797980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tyQ926HnX9tJ3gUOUPwL2htMGJl5t9%2BzLFhbc2npQfo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.public-inquiry.uk%2Fdocuments%2Finq000273937-witness-statement-provided-by-tracey-burke-on-behalf-of-the-communities-and-tackling-poverty-directorate-welsh-government-dated-25-10-2023%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Ca73544ee7f4845f808ee08de2691d528%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638990607716734314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mBBUbQo9GXXyGeyeTkJOOrhaLAsK3bIBjo5eSjTp55U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.public-inquiry.uk%2Fdocuments%2Finq000273937-witness-statement-provided-by-tracey-burke-on-behalf-of-the-communities-and-tackling-poverty-directorate-welsh-government-dated-25-10-2023%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Ca73544ee7f4845f808ee08de2691d528%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638990607716734314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mBBUbQo9GXXyGeyeTkJOOrhaLAsK3bIBjo5eSjTp55U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcovid19.public-inquiry.uk%2Fdocuments%2Finq000273937-witness-statement-provided-by-tracey-burke-on-behalf-of-the-communities-and-tackling-poverty-directorate-welsh-government-dated-25-10-2023%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJeanette.Warren%40gov.wales%7Ca73544ee7f4845f808ee08de2691d528%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C638990607716734314%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mBBUbQo9GXXyGeyeTkJOOrhaLAsK3bIBjo5eSjTp55U%3D&reserved=0

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can ask
for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response. Requests for an
internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of Information
Officer at:

Information Rights Unit,
Welsh Government,
Cathays Park,

Cardiff,

CF10 3NQ

or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner. The Information
Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office,
Woycliffe House,

Water Lane,

Wilmslow,

Cheshire,

SK9 5AF.

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint until it
has been through our own internal review process.

Yours sincerely


mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales

