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Single Application Form 
Application Window (with 
late submission penalties)

02 MAR 2026 –
09 JUN 2026

Single Application Form 
Application Window

2 MAR 2026 –
15 MAY 2026

Cattle keepers to complete 
a BVD annual herd screen

 01 JUL 2026

KEY DATES

Small Grants  
Woodland Creation

02 MAR 2026 –
22 MAY 2026

Addington Fund 
01926 620 135

Animal and Plant Health  
Agency (APHA) 
03000 200 301

Badger Found Dead Survey 
0808 303 7086

British Cattle Movement  
Service (BCMS) 
0345 050 3456

Control of Agriculture Pollution 
Regulation Helpline operated  
by ADAS 
01974 847 000

DPJ Foundation 
0800 587 4262

EID Cymru 
01970 636 959

Farming Connect 
03456 000 813

Farming Community Network FCN) 
03000 111 999

Lantra Wales 
01982 552 646

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
0300 065 3000

Quality Welsh Food  
Certification Body 
01970 636 688

Royal Agricultural Benevolent 
Institution (RABI) 
0800 188 4444

RPW Customer Contact Centre 
0300 062 5004

Samaritans 
116 123

TB Helpline 
0800 496 1439

Tir Dewi 
0800 121 4722

The information in the Spring Update was accurate 
as of its publication date (16/03/2026). For the most 
current dates, news, and information, please visit the 
Welsh Government website: GOV.WALES. 

 © Crown copyright 2026, WG53968  
Digital ISBN: 978-1-83745-229-3 
Print ISBN: 978-1-83745-227-9

Woodland Creation Grant22 MAR 2026 –
20 NOV 2026

Woodland Creation 
Planning Scheme

01 JAN 2026 –
31 DEC 2026

Application dates for all agricultural support  
schemes can be found at:  
gov.wales/rural-schemes-application-dates 

Details of all guidance documents for the 
Agricultural Support Schemes can be found at  
gov.wales/rural-grants-payments shortly before 
the round becomes available to apply.
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SUSTAINABLE FARMING SCHEME
Overview
The Universal Layer of the Sustainable 
Farming Scheme started on 1 January. 
If you can meet the eligibility criteria, 
scheme requirements and Universal 
Actions applicable for your holding, 
you will be able to enter the scheme. 

You can notify us whether you 
are claiming the SFS, or the Basic 
Payment Scheme on your Single 
Application Form (SAF). You do not 
need to notify us before the SAF if you 
wish to join the SFS. 

SAF 2026 will be open between 
2 March and 15 May, and we 
encourage you to make sure you are 
aware of the Universal Actions which 
might apply to you, and when they 
need to be undertaken throughout the 
year. The SFS Map available on RPW 
Online will show the habitat, woodland 
and other relevant information 
applicable to your farm. 

For those farmers who wish to 
build upon the Universal Layer, and 
undertake additional Optional and 
Collaborative Actions, we will shortly 
be publishing further information 
on which actions will be available 
throughout 2026.  

Universal Actions and other 
scheme requirements 
There are 12 Universal Actions (UAs) 
for all farmers to complete to meet the 
requirements of the scheme, however 
some UAs may not apply to every 
farm. For example, arable farms with 
no livestock will not need to undertake 
UA12 Animal health and welfare. Of the 
UAs that do apply to you, you may 
already be undertaking some of them, 
for example many farmers are already 
undertaking soil testing, benchmarking 
or maintaining habitats in line with the 
requirements.   
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These UAs are designed to benefit 
the economic and environmental 
performance of your farm. Some 
actions are specific to certain times of 
the year, and some can be undertaken 
at any time. We do not expect you to 
do everything at once. 

We encourage you to spread the 
actions out, rather than leave them all 
until the end of the year, which may 
cause a delay to your payments. 
These actions will provide the most 
value when integrated as part of your 
ongoing farm management.  

A simple introduction  
to the scheme can be  
found at  
gov.wales/introduction- 
sustainable-farming-scheme. 

More detailed scheme  
guidance can be found at  
gov.wales/sustainable- 
farming-scheme-2026- 
universal-layer-rules-booklet. 

There are some UAs you can 
start now: 
UA3 Benchmarking is designed to 
help you monitor performance of your 
livestock, crops and other elements 
of the farm business. If you choose to 
carry out your Benchmarking through 
Farming Connect, the FARMDATA+ tool 
is available from 1 April. 

UA4 Continuous Professional 
Development (CPD) is designed to help 
you build on your existing skills and 
knowledge with additional learning. 
You can choose different learning 
providers, and different forms of 

learning. If you choose to undertake 
some or all of your learning through 
Farming Connect online learning 
modules you can begin now. 

UA5 Habitat maintenance − plan your 
seasonal grazing patterns to meet the 
requirements of the different habitat 
types. 

UA6 Temporary habitat creation – 
if you don’t have enough existing 
habitat, you need to think about 
which temporary habitats you are 
going to create to meet the scheme 
requirement for at least 10% of your 
farm to be maintained as habitat. The 
different habitat creation types have 
different seasonal establishment 
dates. You will need to confirm which 
habitats you will be creating on your 
SAF, and those habitats must be 
established by the specified dates.     

Single Application Form 2026 
The Single Application Form (SAF) 
2026 is available on RPW Online from 
2 March. To complete your SAF, you 
will need to choose whether you are 
claiming the Universal Layer of the 
Sustainable Farming Scheme, or the 
Basic Payment Scheme on a tapered 
payment rate. You cannot claim SFS 
and BPS on the same farm. 

If you claim SFS in 2026, you will not 
be able to claim BPS in future years. 
If you claim BPS in 2026, you will still 
be able to claim SFS in 2027, should 
you wish to do so.  

We encourage you to complete your 
SAF as early as possible, especially 
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if you are claiming SFS, as there will 
be additional information required. 
For example, you will need to confirm 
your habitat and tree canopy areas 
using the Habitat Baseline Review 
within the SAF. By updating this 
information, the SAF will be able to 
confirm if you have sufficient habitat 
to meet the scheme requirement 
for at least 10% of your farm to be 
maintained as habitat. 

 If you do not have enough habitat to 
meet the requirement, you can declare 
any eligible hedgerows you may 
wish to use to help reach the 10%. 
If you still do not have enough habitat, 
you will be able to choose from a list 
of temporary habitat types which 
can be created within the scheme 
year. For guidance on creating new 
temporary habitats visit:  
gov.wales/universal- 
layer-ua6-temporary- 
habitat-improved- 
land-quick-guide.  

Your SFS map is also available on 
RPW Online to help you understand 
the broad habitat classification, 
landscape features and other 
important land-based information 
relevant to your farm. 

After you submit your SAF, you will 
receive a message which includes 
a copy of your application. It will also 
include a summary of all the Universal 
Actions applicable to your farming 
business. 

By starting your SAF early, there 
should be enough time if you need to 
raise any queries or clarify any of the 
scheme requirements. 

The deadline for submitting your SAF  
is midnight 15 May 2026, or by 
9 June 2026 with late submission 
penalties. We will not accept a 
SAF submitted after midnight on 
9 June 2026. 

You can access your SAF and SFS 
map on RPW Online. 

Manage My Land 
If you intend to enter the SFS on 
the SAF 2026, and you need to make 
any changes to land parcels, such 
as amending boundaries,  
splitting/merging parcels or adding, 
removing or amending permanent 
features, you will need to submit 
a Manage My Land request on 
RPW Online before you make any 
amendments to those land parcels 
in the Field Data Section of the SAF. 
We encourage you to review the SFS 
Map as soon as possible for any 
changes that may be required. 
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SFS checklist
Check your SFS Map on RPW 
Online for accuracy and to 
identify which land based 
Universal Actions might be 
applicable to you. 

Notify RPW of any land detail 
changes via Manage My Land 
before submitting your SAF. 

Complete your SAF as early 
as possible before the 15 May 
deadline. 
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Start planning how you will 
meet your Universal Actions, 
especially if you need to create 
additional temporary habitat 
to meet the habitat scheme 
requirement.  

Complete the RPW Online 
transition from Government 
Gateway to GOV.UK One login 
in readiness for the SFS. 



Responsibilities when 
complying with SFS UA4 CPD
This note sets out your responsibilities 
for meeting UA4 CPD requirements for 
the 2026 scheme year and beyond.

Required Actions

You must complete a minimum 
of 6 hours of eligible CPD by 
31 December 2026 including 
a mandatory Health and Safety 
training module

CPD is mandatory for every 
SFS applicant.

Using Farming Connect 
Learning
If you undertake your CPD through 
Farming Connect, your learning will be 
automatically recorded on your Storfa 
Sgiliau account, and no additional 
evidence is required for inspection.

Eligible Farming Connect activities 
include:

discussion groups

animal health and welfare 
workshops

accredited training

mentoring

masterclasses

Agri Academy

Agrisgôp

SFS related e-learning (special 
rules for 2026).

If you’re ensure whether the learning 
you have undertaken qualifies, please 
check with your local Farming Connect 
Development Officer or the Service 
Centre.

Special Rules for 2026 Only
	 SFS related e-learning 
	 (excluding proficiency training 
	 completed from July  2025 	
	 counts toward UA4 for 2026 only.

	 From 2027 onward, e-learning 	
	 only counts if completed within 	
	 that calendar year.

Some Animal Health and Welfare 
proficiency training may count 
toward both UA4 and UA12, 
depending on the individual’s role. 
As part of UA12: Animal health and 
welfare – you are asked to undertake 
two hours of proficiency training at 
least every five years. If the person 
who undertakes the training is 
a business owner or partner (as 
registered with RPW), the two hours 
of training can count towards the 
required six hours of CPD within 
the year the learning takes place. 
Learning by an employee who is not 
a business owner or partner would 
not count towards the required 
six hours.

8



Using external learning 
(not delivered through 
Farming Connect)
Learning undertaken through external 
providers will not be automatically 
recorded on your Storfa Sgiliau 
account/the Universal Dashboard, 
and evidence must be retained for 
inspection (see record keeping below). 

External learning is accepted if it meets 
all of the following:

1.	 Supports at least one Sustainable 	
Land Management (SLM) 
objective.

2.	 Has clear learning outcomes.

3.	 Includes an assessment (formal, 
verbal, or interactive).

4.	 Provides proof of attendance, 
including the duration of training 
and SLM objective covered.

Accepted formats include:

e-learning

accredited courses 

discussion groups 

masterclasses

mentoring, and 

animal health and welfare 
workshops.

Attendance at conferences, 
roadshows and general meetings 
will not be accepted. Where there is 
an event with a structured session 
or discussion group that meets 
the criteria above, these can be 
considered provided evidence of 
participation and learning is retained. 

Recordkeeping responsibilities
If you use external providers, you 
must keep evidence on farm for 
5 years and provide it at inspection if 
requested. Required evidence includes:

course title

date of training

hours of learning

SLM objective(s) covered

name of the participant 
(if not yourself).

You must record these details on your 
SFS Dashboard by 15 January 2027 
to comply with SFS 2026.

A Simple Rule of Thumb
Your CPD is compliant if it:

	 has structured learning

	 has clear learning outcomes

	 has an element of testing 		
	 learning

	 provides a certificate or 		
	 attendance record

	 contributes to at least one 	
	 SLM objective.

If any of these are missing, it is 	
unlikely to qualify.

If you have any questions, please 
contact your local Farm Liaison 
Officer or the Rural Payments 
Wales (RPW) Customer Contact 
Centre on 0300 062 5004. 
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FARMING CONNECT SUPPORTING YOUR JOURNEY TO THE  
SUSTAINABLE FARMING SCHEME
UNIVERSAL ACTIONS

gov.wales/farmingconnect 03456 000 813
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RURAL PAYMENTS WALES

Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 
Transition Period
The BPS Transition Period began on 
1 January 2026, with the introduction of 
the Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS).

Farmers will have the option to 
claim for BPS or SFS on the Single 
Application Form (SAF) 2026, which 
will be available 2 March 2026. 
Once a farm business claims SFS, 
they cannot claim BPS again.

There are no changes to eligibility 
criteria and scheme rules during 
this transition period, however BPS 
payments will taper over the next 

3 years, based on the BPS 2025 
entitlement values, as follows:

60% in 2026

40% in 2027

20% in 2028.

There will be no BPS available in 2029.

2025 was the final year for the 
National Reserve and 2-year 
entitlement usage rule.

Young Farmer Payments will not be 
available to new claimants in 2026.

gov.wales/basic-payment-
scheme#guidance-and-services 
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The revised appeal fees apply to 
all Stage 2 appeals submitted from 
this date, except for those related to 
TB compensation.

Revised appeals guidance has been 
published on the Welsh Government 
website: gov.wales/rural-grants-and-
payments-appeals-guidance.

RPW Online – migrating from 
Government Gateway to  
GOV.UK One Login
The delivery and administration 
of Sustainable Farming Scheme 
in 2026 is dependent on  
GOV.UK One Login.

RPW Online is replacing the 
Government Gateway service with 
the new GOV.UK One Login service.

All RPW Online customers have 
now been invited to migrate from 
Government Gateway to One 
Login. Support is available from 
our Customer Contact Centre, 
from the Farm Liaison Service and 
from Farming Connect to assist in 
the migration process. We would 
encourage all our customers to be 
using GOV.UK One Login as soon 
as possible, as it is our intention to 
phase out the Government Gateway 
by summer 2026. 

Full Guidance on how to migrate 
is available online  
(gov.wales/rpw-online-migrating-
government-gateway-govuk-
one-login) and is contained 
within the invitation. 

BPS transfer and lease of 
entitlements for 2026
The transfer of BPS entitlements is 
restricted to those who transfer  
and/or lease entitlements with land 
only for 2026 onwards. In cases of 
inheritance and succession this 
means BPS entitlements can only be 
transferred with land.

The 2026 transfer and lease window 
opened on 12 January and will close 
on 15 May. The entitlement transfer 
guidance is available on the Welsh 
Government website: gov.wales/
basic-payment-scheme-transfer-
entitlements-guidance.

Independent Appeals 
Process for Rural Grants 
and Payments – appeal fee
From 1 January 2026 the fee charged 
to submit a Stage 2 appeal increased 
to cover the costs of the Independent 
Appeal Panel.
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Keep your farm or forestry business up to date with the latest news, 
grants and policies.

You can sign up to receive Gwlad by email in just four easy steps…

1.	 Scan the QR code 
 
 
 
  
or visit  
gov.wales/subscribe-farming- 
and-forestry-news-gwlad 

2.	 Click ‘Sign In’

3.	 Sign up for a new account or	
sign in to an existing account  
by entering your e-mail 
 address, password and  
completing the security check. 

4.	 Scroll to the bottom  
and click ‘Submit’.  

Success – You should now 	
be subscribed to the Gwlad 	
e-newsletter!

SUBSCRIBE FOR FARMING  
AND FORESTRY NEWS

e-newsletter

  © Crown copyright 2025, Welsh Government, WG52106



CPH TRANSITION 
Encouraging keepers to 
“Transition their CPH” 
to the newer livestock 
movement rules
Could you be operating under the 
old “5 mile” rule?

Move to the simplified CPH rules 
today.

It improves consistency, strengthens 
traceability, and reduces paperwork.

Why make the switch?
One simple 10 mile rule for all 
livestock movements.

Clearer, easier management of 
linked land.

Improved biosecurity and more 
accurate movement reporting.

How to get help
Check and update your details in 
Manage My CPH on RPWOnline. 
(transitioned CPH’s are shown 
with a green tick and  
non-transitioned CPH’s are 
shown with a red x).

Step by step desk instructions 
and guidance for completing the 
transition are available at  
gov.wales/rpw-online-using-
manage-my-cph gov.wales/rpw-
online-guidance-customers.

Speak with your local Farm Liaison 
Service for guidance.

As Wales moves towards a more 
modern and robust, traceability 
system, it is now more important than 
ever that the land and location data 
we hold for keepers is accurate and up 
to date. 

By transitioning now, keepers will not 
only benefit from the simplified CPH 
rules but will also ensure your records 
are correct helping to strengthen 
Wales’s national traceability 
framework for the future.
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EID CYMRU: IMPORTANT CHANGES FOR 
CATTLE KEEPERS

Later this year, we are planning 
to transfer all cattle registrations 
and movement reporting currently 
managed by the British Cattle 
Movements Service (BCMS) and 
the Cattle Tracing System (CTS) to 
EIDCymru. This means that all cattle 
records linked to Welsh holdings will 
move to EIDCymru, creating a single, 
streamlined multi-species livestock 
database for Wales. 

We are writing out to all cattle keepers 
regarding the upcoming reporting 
changes and to ensure a smooth 
transition, we kindly ask you to log 
in to your CTS account, review your 
contact details, holding information, 
and cattle records. If anything is 
wrong or out of date, please update 
it as soon as possible..

Over the coming months, we’ll share 
more details about:

How cattle registration and 
movement reporting will work 
on EIDCymru

What changes keepers can expect

How to get started with the 
new system

After cattle reporting has completely 
switched over to EIDCymru, we’ll let 
you know the updated timings for 
when Bovine EID will be introduced 
in Wales. 

In the meantime, please continue to 
report your cattle registrations and 
movements through BCMS.

For the latest updates please visit  
gov.wales/animal-movements-
registration.
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WOODLAND CREATION
Woodland Creation: updates 
and opportunities for 2026
Applications for Woodland 
Creation support opened again on 
2 March 2026, giving farmers across 
Wales a renewed opportunity to bring 
forward tree planting proposals that 
work for their businesses. The changes 
introduced for 2026 are designed to 
make woodland creation simpler, more 
flexible and better aligned with practical 
farm realities, while continuing to deliver 
important environmental benefits for 
the long term.

A major improvement for this year 
is the introduction of new water 
related capital items, which include 
infrastructure such as troughs, piping 
and water gates to support riparian 
planting. This will enhance biodiversity 

and help protect watercourses from 
negative climate change impacts 
such as increased temperatures. 
It will also provide a valuable buffer 
from agricultural operations to improve 
water quality. 

Payment rates across Woodland 
Creation schemes will also increase 
following the 2026 review. Alongside 
these uplifted rates, landowners will 
be eligible for an additional £825/Ha 
incentive for certain native broadleaf 
planting which is completed within the 
first three years of the Sustainable 
Farming Scheme. This approach is 
intended to encourage early take up 
of planting opportunities. 

A further change is the increased 
contract length of our Woodland 
Creation Grant Scheme to allow up 
to two years to complete larger scale 
planting. This approach offers flexibility 
for those navigating seasonal factors, 
contractor availability or supply chain 
challenges.

Together, these updates aim to make 
woodland creation both accessible 
and achievable for farm businesses. 
By offering clarity, improved support 
and greater delivery flexibility, the 
2026 package is designed to help 
farmers make confident decisions 
about integrating trees on their land.

For Woodland Creation Scheme 
information visit: 

gov.wales/small-grants-woodland-
creation

gov.wales/woodland-creation-grant
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NO NEW AGRICULTURAL WAGES ORDER 
ON 1 APRIL 2026
From 1 April 2026, the minimum wage 
levels set out in the Agricultural Wages 
(Wales) Order 2025 will continue to 
apply, except where overtaken by 
changes to the National Minimum 
Wage (NMW) or National Living 
Wage (NLW).

As these are minimum rates, any 
planned or expected annual wage 
increases can still take place from 
this date voluntarily. New Agricultural 
Minimum Wage rates will be 
considered as soon as it is possible 
to do so. It is possible a future Wages 
Order could consider backdated 
payments for agricultural workers.

What this means for workers 
and employers

Workers in lower grades (A and B) 
will see their minimum rates uplifted 
automatically to the applicable 
NMW/NLW, where these national 
rates are higher than the existing 
agricultural minimum wage.

For Grades C to E, the 2025 
rates will remain unchanged. 
These grades already sit above 
both the NMW/NLW and the 
Real Living Wage.

Employers may still choose to offer 
pay increases voluntarily.
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Agricultural Minimum Wage rates
The table below provides a summary of the current statutory rates compared 
with those that will apply from 1 April 2026. 

Category of worker 1 April 2025  1 April 2026 

A1 (16–17) £7.55 £8.00

A2 (18–20) £10.00 £10.85

A3 (21+) £12.21 £12.71

B1 (16–17) £7.55 £8.00

B2 (18–20) £10.00 £10.85

B3 (21+) £12.59 £12.71

C – Agricultural Advanced Worker £13.48 £13.48

D – Senior Agricultural Worker £14.79 £14.79

E – Agricultural Manager £16.23 £16.23

Apprentice Year 1 £7.55 £8.00

Apprentice Year 2+ (16–17) £7.55 £8.00

Apprentice Year 2+ (18–20) £10.00 £10.85

Apprentice Year 2+ (21+) £12.21 £12.71
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ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE
Ensure your herd is tested for 
Bovine Viral Diarrhoea before 
1 July 2026
Under Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) 
legislation, keepers must:

screen their herds for Bovine Viral 
Diarrhoea annually, 
test to identify PI animals if evidence 
of BVD is found in the herd
isolate Persistently Infected (PI) 
animals from the rest of the herd 
for the remainder of their lives.

The BVD screen requires blood 
samples from five animals, ideally 
between 9-18 months old per 
management group. However, if this 
is not possible speak to your vet for 
further guidance on which alternative 
cattle can be tested on your holding. 
The results of this screen will provide 
the holding with a BVD status.

From 1 July 2026, herds that have not 
completed their screening test will be 
required to pre-movement test animals 
for BVD before they leave the holding.

BVD herd status
Every holding will be given a status. 
The two possible statuses are 
explained below:

BVD negative status
This status is awarded:

When all five youngstock in each 
management group tested as 
part of the annual screen all have 
a negative antibody result. 

When a holding has completed 
a PI Hunt, all PI animals have been 
removed, and an application 

to change the holding status has 
been submitted. 

BVD not negative status
This status is appointed to holdings 
where either: 

one or more of the five youngstock 
screened as part of the annual screen 
have tested antibody positive.
BVD is diagnosed by any 
other means. 
the holding’s annual screen has 
expired/not been completed.

Contact your vet to book your BVD test.

Bluetongue virus serotype 3 
vaccination (BTV-3)
Vaccination is the best method of 
protecting livestock and reducing the 
impacts of Bluetongue on your farm 
business. Ordering and administering 
the vaccine takes time, and the onset of 
immunity and maximum protection after 
vaccination typically takes four weeks for 
sheep and six weeks for cattle. Consider 
what is best for your herd or flock now, 
including seeking advice from your vet 
about the merits and timing of vaccination.

For regular updates visit gov.wales/
bluetongue-virus-serotype-3-btv-3-
vaccine-information-keepers-and-vets.

20



Farm Liaison Service
A fully funded support service

We are here to help so please get in touch:

ALL WALES
Rita Jones
07971 048619
rita.jones@gov.wales

SOUTH EAST WALES 
Jane Walters
07721 894875
jane.walters@gov.wales

Caitlin Harley
07890 663351
caitlin.harley@gov.wales

SOUTH WEST WALES 
Catrin Jones
07968 159637
catrin.jones3@gov.wales

Caitlin Harley
07890 663351
caitlin.harley@gov.wales

NORTH EAST WALES
Armando Morgan
07774 950639
armando.morgan@gov.wales

NORTH WEST WALES
Janet Phillips
07774 950654
janet.phillips@gov.wales

MID WALES 
Steve Meredith
07721 894873
stephen.meredith@gov.wales

Eve Bridgewater 
07721 894869 
eve.bridgewater@gov.wales

Jane Walters
07721 894875
jane.walters@gov.wales

We provide customers with guidance in respect of all farming and 
rural schemes and policy areas administered by Welsh Government.
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WHERE CAN I GET HELP?
GET IN TOUCH WITH US

FARMWELL WALES
www.farmwell.wales

help@fcn.org.uk

FARMING CONNECT
03456 000 813

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL  
BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION

0800 188 4444  
help@rabi.org.uk

THE FARMING  
COMMUNITY NETWORK

03000 111 999 
help@fcn.org.uk

MIND CYMRU
0300 123 3393 

info@mind.org.uk

RPW CUSTOMER  
CONTACT CENTRE

0300 062 5004

SAMARITANS
116 123  

jo@samaritans.org

FARM LIAISON SERVICE
0300 0255449 

farmliaisonservice@gov.wales

TIR DEWI
0800 1214722  

mail@tirdewi.co.uk

THE ADDINGTON FUND
01926 620135

THE DPJ FOUNDATION
07860 048799 (text only)
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