
 

5 March 2026  

  

Dear  

  

Request for Information - ATISN 26623 

  

Thank you for your request for information which I received on 28 January.   

  

Your request  

  

You have asked for the following information regarding Welsh Government support to 

the defence sector in Wales.  

1. The breakdown of Welsh Government expenses at the following conferences 

attended by Welsh Government representatives:  

- Farnborough 2022 and 2024,  

- MRO Europe 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025, 

- MRO USA 2022, 2023 and 2024 

2. The companies and delegates which the Welsh Government delegations met with 

during each of these events 

3. A copy of the Welsh Government's review of its involvement with DSEI 

conferences (or, if a document is unavailable, a summary of its conclusions). The 

Welsh Government said it would conduct this review in September 2019: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-wales-politics-49680566 

 

Our Response  

 

For question 1, the breakdown of Welsh Government expenses is in the table below 

 

Event Travel  Subsistence Accommodation  Total  

Farnborough 
2022 

 
£1,188.00   £   1,458.79   £           5,262.40   £  7,909.19  

Farnborough 
2024 

 
£1,388.13   £   1,644.18   £           4,019.94   £  7,052.25  

MRO 
Europe 2021 

  
 Event did not take place due to Covid restrictions     

MRO 
Europe 2022 

 
£1,606.40   £      214.55   £              970.40   £  2,791.35  

MRO 
Europe 2023 

 £   
858.88   £      474.82   £              813.28   £  2,146.98  

MRO 
Europe 2024 

 £   
728.94   £      558.11   £              858.84   £  2,145.89  

MRO 
Europe 2025 

 £   
342.60   £      208.30   £           1,044.05   £  1,594.95  

MRO USA 
2022 

 Welsh Government Staff did not attend, so no costs 
incurred 
  

MRO USA 
2023 

 
£2,730.00   £      204.99   £           7,067.82   £10,002.81  

MRO USA 
2024 

 
£2,244.00   £      554.61   £           3,875.22   £  6,673.83  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-wales-politics-49680566&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7Cb286ddee924f4d9469da08de5e4bbc76%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639051876560618532%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZFlc%2FebMFbgMD1xwwwNFkRKKoi%2BPP8%2FjkMqlUN2%2B%2FBk%3D&reserved=0


 

For question 2, we have interpreted delegations as being the companies who 

exhibited on the Wales stand. These meetings are arranged and managed by the 

companies themselves. To provide this information we need to contact each delegate 

company and request this information. I believe that it will be very time consuming 

and will take more than 24 working hours to do this and the Freedom of Information 

and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 allow me to 

refuse to deal with it.  The appropriate limit specified for central government is £600, 

representative of the estimated cost if taking over 24 working hours of time.     

 

For question 3, a copy of the Welsh Government's review of its involvement with 

DSEI conferences (or, if a document is unavailable, a summary of its conclusions). 

 

The conclusion of our review was that the importance of the aerospace and defence 

sectors in Wales and previous economic outputs justified Welsh Government 

presence at DSEI 2025.  

 

Next steps  

  

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can 

ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  

Requests for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s 

Freedom of Information Officer at:  

   

Information Rights Unit  

Welsh Government  

Cathays Park  

Cardiff  

CF10 3NQ   

  

or Email: Freedomofinformation@gov.wales.  Please remember to quote the ATISN 

reference number above.      

  

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The 

Information Commissioner can be contacted at:    

  

Information Commissioner’s Office  

Wycliffe House  

Water Lane  

Wilmslow 

Cheshire SK9 

5AF.    

  

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a 

complaint until it has been through our own internal review process.  

  

Personal Information  

  

The request you sent me contains personal information about you - for example, your 

name and email address. The Welsh Government will be the data processor for this 

information and, in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation, it will be 

processed in order to fulfil our public task and meet our legal obligations under the 



Act to provide you with a response. We will only use this personal information to deal 

with your request and any matters which arise as a result of it. We will keep your 

personal information and all other information relating to your request for three years 

from the date on which your request is finally closed.  Your personal information will 

then be disposed of securely.  

  

Under data protection legislation, you have the right:   

  

• to be informed of the personal data we hold about you and to access it  

• to require us to rectify inaccuracies in that data  

• to (in certain circumstances) object to or restrict processing  

• for (in certain circumstances) your data to be ‘erased’  

• to (in certain circumstances) data portability  

• to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) who is 

our independent regulator for data protection  

  

For further information about the information which the Welsh Government holds and 

its use, or if you wish to exercise your rights under the GDPR, please see contact 

details below:  

  

Data Protection Officer  

Welsh Government  

Cathays Park    

Cardiff  

CF10 3NQ  

  

Email: DataProtectionOfficer@gov.wales  

  

Any information released under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 or  

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 will be listed in the Welsh  

Government’s Disclosure Log (at https://gov.wales/about/open-
government/freedomof-information/responses/?lang=en).  
  

  

Yours sincerely  
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