
25 June 2026 

 

Dear  

ATISN 27023 - Postgraduate Doctoral Loan Age Restriction 

Thank you for your request which I received on 1 June 2026.  You asked for: 

Information held by the Welsh Government including risk assessments, equality impact 
assessments and other correspondence relating to the age restriction imposed by 
Regulation 3(3)(a) of the Education (Postgraduate Doctoral Degree Loans) (Wales) 
Regulations 2018, which excludes anyone aged 60 or over on the first day of their 
academic year from eligibility for a Postgraduate Doctoral Loan. 

Our response 

The Welsh Government consulted on  'Support for doctoral study' between 8 December 
2017 and 2 March 2018 and subsequently published a Summary of Responses in 
August 2018.   

 The Welsh Government published an ‘Explanatory Memorandum - Regulatory Impact 
Assessment’ on the Senedd Cymru / Welsh Parliament website. 

Welsh Government also produced an Equality Impact Assessment which has not been 
published.  However, I have attached a copy for your information. 

A Student Finance Wales Information Notice was also published which clarified the 
policy.   

Next steps 

If you are dissatisfied with the Welsh Government’s handling of your request, you can 
ask for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this response.  Requests 
for an internal review should be addressed to the Welsh Government’s Freedom of 
Information Officer at:  

Information Rights Unit,  
Welsh Government, 
Cathays Park,  
Cardiff,  
CF10 3NQ  
or Email: Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales 

Please remember to quote the ATISN reference number above.     

You also have the right to complain to the Information Commissioner.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at:  Information Commissioner’s Office,  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fconsultations%2F2018-02%2F180109-doctoral-study-consultation-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7C25440fc19cb44db62ae108ded2bb56d7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639179899347312819%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NizsMGpjVlygeI6gSDyPFO4UJdlNXNU%2B24JdN4OGKSI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.wales%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fconsultations%2F2018-08%2Fsummary-of-responses-support-for-doctoral-study.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7C25440fc19cb44db62ae108ded2bb56d7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639179899347368712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gSEEhEdzmX2WtprzH4%2BnDMvussdhgn1ygBgYNY6sX5E%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.senedd.wales%2Fdocuments%2Fs76085%2FEM%2520SL5225%2520-%2520The%2520Education%2520Postgraduate%2520Doctoral%2520Degree%2520Loans%2520Wales%2520Regulations%25202018.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7C25440fc19cb44db62ae108ded2bb56d7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639179899347410214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KeivRhRLlBQBEL6Rp8KYCunq4Loyk733XCwedkym2Vo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.senedd.wales%2Fdocuments%2Fs76085%2FEM%2520SL5225%2520-%2520The%2520Education%2520Postgraduate%2520Doctoral%2520Degree%2520Loans%2520Wales%2520Regulations%25202018.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7C25440fc19cb44db62ae108ded2bb56d7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639179899347410214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KeivRhRLlBQBEL6Rp8KYCunq4Loyk733XCwedkym2Vo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.studentfinancewales.co.uk%2Fmedia%2F2w2bhrqp%2Fsfwin-02-2018-policy-for-postgraduate-doctoral-degree-loans-in-ay2018_19.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CFreedomofinformation%40gov.wales%7C25440fc19cb44db62ae108ded2bb56d7%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639179899347442956%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V%2F%2FBnAGr16S8PnZVZ8LkCA8I30%2F9yfOx3BppPIE2Isk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Freedom.ofinformation@gov.wales


Wycliffe House,  
Water Lane,  
Wilmslow,  
Cheshire,  
SK9 5AF. 
 

However, please note that the Commissioner will not normally investigate a complaint 
until it has been through our own internal review process. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 


