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FOREWORD 

I want to thank you for everything 
you do.  

Welsh farmers produce the very 
best, sustainable, nutritious and  
high-quality food, which our food 
and drink businesses turn into  
world-class products, enjoyed across 
Wales and around the world.  

Supporting the economy – creating 
jobs – adding value. 

I’ve been clear from the start that 
we want to deliver at pace for you, 
putting a strong focus on what works 
on the ground.

Moving away from rigid rules 
around farming by calendar, taking 
a science-led and risk proportionate 
approach to tackling the causes 
of agricultural pollution. 

“Rural Wales is in my blood, 
and having raised my children 
on a family farm, I was immensely 
proud to be asked to be your  
Rural Resilience and Sustainability 
Minister.

It’s a great honour.” 

I want everyone reading this to know 
that they have a Minister who is on 
their side. 

Someone that’s in tune with the 
agricultural industry, who knows 
that the family farm is the foundation 
of our rural economy and our rural 
communities, and who will work every 
day to make sure farming in Wales 
thrives for generations to come.  
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We’ll be led by the science too 
when it comes to tackling bovine 
TB and refreshing the strategy to 
rid Wales of the disease – including 
in wildlife. 

We’ve already started looking at 
how we can reduce the bureaucratic 
burden on family farms in Wales. 

We will create a National Food 
Strategy that will build food 
security and strengthen  
food supply chains. 

All of this while ensuring the needs 
of our rural communities are properly 
considered in the wider policies we 
deliver – including on the environment 
and the cost-of-living crisis.

So, lots to do. But this is a government 
that is already delivering for rural 
Wales, and we’ll continue to go 
as fast as possible with drive and 
determination. 

I’ll be at the Royal Welsh Show and 
many other shows taking place  
across the country this Summer 
so feel free to come over and say 
hello. I look forward to meeting as 
many of you as possible and hearing 
your views. 

Llyr Gruffydd MS  
Cabinet Minister for Rural Resilience 
and Sustainability

WELSH FARMERS 
TO BENEFIT FROM 
BUREAUCRACY 
REVIEW 

Farmers in Wales will have their voices 
heard on red tape, as the Minister for 
Rural Resilience and Sustainability, 
Llyr Gruffydd, appoints an independent 
chair to lead a review into the 
bureaucratic burden on family farms.

Welsh Government delivers 
first of its 100-day manifesto 
commitments to farming sector.

Independent review launched to 
examine the bureaucratic burden 
on Welsh farm businesses.

Experienced farmer and former 
NFU Cymru President John Davies 
appointed to lead the work.

John Davies, a beef and sheep farmer 
from near Brecon and former President 
of NFU Cymru, will lead the nine-month 
review. He will speak directly to those 
filling out forms – farmers and agents 
with lived experience of on-farm 
requirements.

The review will assess the cumulative 
impact of requirements on farm 
businesses and examine where there 
is scope and a need for change. 

You can share your views or 
evidence with the review by emailing: 
RedTapeReview@gov.wales
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A full description of what you 
need to do to meet each Universal 
Action can be found in the scheme 
rules book.

Some Universal Actions have 
requirements which you need to meet 
at particular times of year, such 
as habitat maintenance under UA5 
or temporary habitat creation under 
UA6. If you need to create additional 
temporary habitat under UA6 to meet 
the scheme requirement for at least 
10% habitat on your farm, there are 
specific establishment dates you must 
meet depending on which habitat 
types you choose. 

Other Universal Actions are not 
specific to particular times of the year, 
and we recommend you spread them 
out at times when they can provide 
most value to you such as UA1 Soil 
testing and UA2 Integrated Pesticide 
Management assessments. 

We recommend livestock farmers
contact their vet early to ensure there
is sufficient time to complete the
Animal Health Improvement Cycle
required under UA12.

If you have any queries regarding
your ability to complete your UAs,
for example you have been informed
of long waiting times for your vet or soil
testing laboratories, you can contact
the RPW Customer Contact Centre.
We recommend you start working
towards your UAs as early as possible
to avoid potential issues.

Progressing your 
Universal Actions 

SFS Universal Layer Dashboard

The SFS Universal Layer Dashboard 
2026 is now available on RPW Online.

The Dashboard will confirm the 
Universal Actions applicable for your 
farming business and explains the 
information required to confirm the 
completion of each Universal Action. 

The Dashboard will be updated later 
in the year to automatically receive 
confirmation of any Benchmarking 
or Learning completed with Farming 
Connect. You will receive broadcast 
messages through your RPW Online 
account when these become 
available to view on the Dashboard.

A “How to Complete” guide for 
the Dashboard is available on the 
Welsh Government website.

The Universal Layer of the Sustainable 
Farming Scheme started on  
1 January, and you have now applied 
for either the SFS or BPS on your 
Single Application Form. 

If you applied for SFS, you need to 
ensure you know which Universal 
Actions (UAs) apply to your farm 
business, and that you can meet all 
requirements by the end of the year. 

For all scheme requirements, visit:

Overview 

gov.wales/sustainable-
farming-scheme

SUSTAINABLE FARMING SCHEME

https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme
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Your plan to plant: New 
Tree and Hedgerow Planting 
Opportunity Plan now 
available
There are many ways that trees can 
work for your farm. Whether you’re 
strengthening your hedgerows, 
planting in field corners, or creating 
woodlands – trees can provide shade 
and shelter, enhance landscape 
character, and create a long-term 
source of income.

The Tree and Hedgerow Planting 
Opportunity Plan is now live on RPW 
Online. It has been designed to help 
you take a whole‑farm view and 
identify where trees and hedgerows 
could work best – guided across 
themes including Food and Fibre 
Production and Biodiversity.

The plan you create is your proposal 
for future planting. It’s indicative – 
you won’t be expected to plant in 
every location you map, and it does 
not give permission to plant. Some 
areas may not be suitable or eligible 
for planting, and proposals will need 
to meet scheme requirements.

You’ll need to complete your 
plan within your first year in the 
SFS. You must show progress by 
31 December 2028, with planting 
finished by 31 March 2029, including 
at least 0.1 ha or 250 trees if planted 
individually. Planting can be done 
in different ways – as individual 
trees, small groups, hedgerow trees, 
or a block – either through a Welsh 
Government grant or independently. 

Full details are set out in the scheme 
guidance.

Support is available through the SFS, 
including grants for woodland 
and hedgerow creation. If using a 
Welsh Government scheme, apply by 
1 November 2028 and receive a Grant 
Award Letter by 31 December 2028; 
planting must still be completed by 
31 March 2029 to count towards the 
scheme requirement. Starting early 
will give you more flexibility, more time 
to plan, and better access to support.

For full details refer to the Universal 
Layer guidance: 

gov.wales/sustainable-
farming-scheme-2026-
universal-layer-rules-
booklet

https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-optional-and-collaborative-layers-overview-support-available-2026-html#198370
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-2026-universal-layer-rules-booklet
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UA10: Tree and Hedgerow Opportunity Plan

gov.wales/sustainable-
farming-scheme-
universal-layer-2026

The aim of this Universal Action is to 
encourage you to consider where tree, 
woodland or hedgerow planting would 
benefit your farming business.

There are two distinct requirements 
of this Universal Action: 

Complete a Tree and Hedgerow 
Planting Opportunity Plan on RPW 
online by 31 December 2026. 

Demonstrate progress towards 
implementing your plan by 
31 December 2028. 

You will need to complete a Tree and 
Hedgerow Planting Opportunity Plan 
on RPW Online, regardless of the 
current area of tree canopy cover 
or hedgerows on your holding, or the 
tenure of the land.

A separate “How to Complete” 
guide specifically for UA10 has been 
published on the Welsh Government 
website: 

Important Reminders
We would like to remind customers 
that all applicable Universal Actions 
must be completed within 2026. 
You will have until 15 January 
2027 to ensure your Dashboard 
information is fully updated.

Please note that balance payments 
for 2026 will not be processed until 
all applicable Universal Actions have 
been completed.

Customers are encouraged to log 
in, review their Dashboard regularly, 
and confirm the Universal Actions 
as they are completed.

https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-universal-layer-2026


SFS Universal Layer Farm 
inspections

Optional and Collaborative 
Layers

09

gov.wales/inspections-
sustainable-farming-
scheme-and-regulatory-
baseline 

The Optional and Collaborative Actions 
will be introduced in phases, and we 
will communicate this via Gwlad and 
on the Welsh Government website: 

gov.wales/sustainable-
farming-scheme-optional-
and-collaborative-layers-
overview-support-
available-2026 

gov.wales/rural-schemes-
application-dates 

A percentage of SFS Universal 
farmers will be selected and inspected 
later this year. Rural Inspectorate 
Wales (RIW) have introduced a new 
inspection regime for SFS. Inspectors 
will engage and arrange a convenient 
time with farmers, and whilst they 
need to check the declared farmland 
and Universal Actions completed 
at time of inspection, they will also 
provide support and address any 
questions farmers may have about 
the  scheme requirements.

Some of these inspections will also 
include checking elements relevant 
to the SFS Regulatory Baseline, 
the vast majority of which form part 
of Cross Compliance under the Basic 
Payment Scheme (BPS).

The SFS Regulatory Baseline includes 
requirements of Livestock Identification 
and the Control of Agriculture Pollution 
(CoAP) regulations, which have 
separate inspection regimes and 
targets. Engagement and checks for 
these inspections will continue as set 
out in the underlying regulations. 

Please familiarise yourself with the 
requirements of the SFS and what 
to expect at inspection, which are 
covered in the ‘When the inspector 
calls’ guide available on the 
Welsh Government website: 

In March we published an overview 
of the SFS Optional and Collaborative 
Layers of the SFS. This overview 
was designed to let you know about 
the additional support which will be 
introduced throughout 2026 and 2027, 
so you know which opportunities 
to look out for.

The overview of the SFS Optional and 
Collaborative Layers is available here: 

https://www.gov.wales/inspections-sustainable-farming-scheme-and-regulatory-baseline
https://www.gov.wales/inspections-sustainable-farming-scheme-and-regulatory-baseline
https://www.gov.wales/inspections-sustainable-farming-scheme-and-regulatory-baseline
https://www.gov.wales/inspections-sustainable-farming-scheme-and-regulatory-baseline
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-optional-and-collaborative-layers-overview-support-available-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-optional-and-collaborative-layers-overview-support-available-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-optional-and-collaborative-layers-overview-support-available-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-optional-and-collaborative-layers-overview-support-available-2026
https://www.gov.wales/sustainable-farming-scheme-optional-and-collaborative-layers-overview-support-available-2026
https://www.gov.wales/rural-schemes-application-dates
https://www.gov.wales/rural-schemes-application-dates
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RURAL PAYMENTS WALES

04 MAR –
20 NOV

Key Dates

Woodland Creation  
Grant 2026

Woodland Creation 
Planning Scheme 2026

01 JAN –
31 DEC

Application dates for all agricultural 
support scheme can be found at: 

Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 
Transition Period

The BPS Transition Period began on 
1 January 2026, with the introduction 
of the Sustainable Farming Scheme 
(SFS).

Farmers had the option to claim for 
BPS or SFS on the Single Application 
Form (SAF) 2026. Once a farm 
business claims SFS, they cannot 
claim BPS again.

There are no changes to eligibility 
criteria and scheme rules during 
this transition period, however BPS 
payments will taper over the next 
3 years, based on the BPS 2025 
entitlement values, as follows:

60% in 2026

40% in 2027

20% in 2028

There will be no BPS available in 2029.

2025 was the final year for the 
National Reserve and 2-year 
entitlement usage rule.

Young Farmer Payments are no longer 
available to new claimants.

Visit the Welsh Government website 
for more information:

gov.wales/basic-payment-
scheme#guidance-and-
services

gov.wales/rural-grants-
payments

gov.wales/rural-schemes-
application-dates 

Details of all guidance documents 
for the Agricultural Support Schemes 
can be found shortly before the round 
becomes available to apply at: 

https://www.gov.wales/basic-payment-scheme#guidance-and-services
https://www.gov.wales/basic-payment-scheme#guidance-and-services
https://www.gov.wales/basic-payment-scheme#guidance-and-services
http://www.gov.wales/rural-grants-payments
http://www.gov.wales/rural-grants-payments
http://www.gov.wales/rural-schemes-application-dates
http://www.gov.wales/rural-schemes-application-dates
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Independent Appeals Process 
for Rural Grants and Payments 
– Appeal Fee
From 1 January 2026 the fee charged 
to submit a Stage 2 appeal increased 
to cover the costs of the Independent 
Appeal Panel.

The revised appeal fees apply to 
all Stage 2 appeals submitted from 
this date, except for those related 
to TB compensation.

Revised appeals guidance has been 
published on the Welsh Government 
website:

RPW Online – Government 
Gateway closure 
The Government Gateway service 
was switched off on 30 June 2026. 
From 1 July 2026 onwards, access to 
RPW Online is only available through 
GOV.UK One Login.

The delivery and administration of the 
Sustainable Farming Scheme in 2026 
is dependent on GOV.UK One Login.

All RPW Online customers were invited 
to migrate from Government Gateway 
to GOV.UK One Login ahead of the 
service closure. Customers who have 
not migrated their account will need 
to contact the RPW Customer Contact 
Centre for assistance in obtaining 
access to their RPW Online account.

gov.wales/rpw-online-
migrating-government-
gateway-govuk-one-
login-html

gov.wales/rural-grants-
and-payments-appeals-
guidance 

http://gov.wales/rpw-online-migrating-government-gateway-govuk-one-login-html
http://gov.wales/rpw-online-migrating-government-gateway-govuk-one-login-html
http://gov.wales/rpw-online-migrating-government-gateway-govuk-one-login-html
http://gov.wales/rpw-online-migrating-government-gateway-govuk-one-login-html
https://www.gov.wales/rural-grants-and-payments-appeals-guidance
https://www.gov.wales/rural-grants-and-payments-appeals-guidance
https://www.gov.wales/rural-grants-and-payments-appeals-guidance
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Applications for Woodland Creation 
support are now open and will close 
on 20 November 2026.

This year, the offer has been updated 
to be simpler, more flexible, and better 
aligned with practical farm needs. 
New capital items are available to 
support water management alongside 
planting including troughs, piping and 
water gates for riparian projects.

Payment rates have also been uplifted 
for 2026 with an additional incentive 
of £825/ha available for certain native 
broadleaf planting completed within 
the first three years of the Sustainable 
Farming Scheme.

Delivery contracts under the Woodland 
Creation Grant Scheme have been 
extended from one to two years, 
providing greater flexibility for planning 
and implementation.

Woodland Creation: Opportunities for 2026

A range of planting options is available 
to suit different farm systems, including 
woodland blocks, shelterbelts, 
and agroforestry. Planting at least  
0.1 ha will count towards the 
Sustainable Farming Scheme’s Tree 
and  Hedgerow Planting Opportunity 
Plan, with agroforestry options 
available for planting of 250 scattered 
trees.

For more information,  
and to apply, visit:

12

gov.wales/woodland-
creation-grant

gov.wales/small-grants-
woodland-creation

https://www.gov.wales/woodland-creation-grant
https://www.gov.wales/woodland-creation-grant
https://www.gov.wales/small-grants-woodland-creation
https://www.gov.wales/small-grants-woodland-creation
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Digital Assistance Contact Centre or the Farm Liaison 
Service (FLS) for guidance on scheme 
requirements and record keeping. 
Farming Connect also offers training 
and advisory support to help you 
meet the Universal Actions and make 
the most of the scheme.

For contact information visit: 

Digital assistance continues to be 
available at our Regional Offices. 
If you need support accessing or 
using RPW Online or to update the 
SFS Dashboard, you can arrange 
an appointment at any time by 
contacting the RPW Customer 
Contact Centre.

Help and support is also available 
to you throughout the scheme year. 
In addition to digital assistance, 
you can contact the RPW Customer 

gov.wales/contact-rural-
payments-wales-rpw-
online 

https://www.gov.wales/contact-rural-payments-wales-rpw-online
https://www.gov.wales/contact-rural-payments-wales-rpw-online
https://www.gov.wales/contact-rural-payments-wales-rpw-online
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Through the Advisory Service, you can access: 
• Animal health and performance advice 
• Business-level assessment of SFS impact 
• Tailored action plans for meeting scheme requirements  

This will help you: 
• Understand what UA12 means for your business 
• Identify gaps before inspection 
• Plan improvements in a structured way 

Our Mentoring Service offers 
• Up to 15 hours of free mentoring  
• Work one to one with a farmer familiar with the topic  

Mentors can: 
• Explain UA12 in practical terms 
• Help you implement red meat and dairy AHIC outcomes on your 

farm 
• Share proven approaches that save time and money 
• Offer practical confidential support in a no-judgement environment

Events and Workshops 
Farming Connect delivers various events including: 
• Animal health & welfare workshops  
• Masterclasses and discussion groups 
• On-farm demonstrations through Our Farms 

These provide: 
• Practical examples showing how other farmers are delivering UA12 
• Peer learning and confidence building 

UA12 

For more information on how Farming Connect can help 
with other SFS UAs or to access support, contact the 
Service Centre on 03456 000813 or visit the website.

UNIVERSAL ACTION 12: Animal health and welfare

Farming Connect:  
FOCUS ON SFS UNIVERSAL ACTIONS

Farming Connect offers practical, flexible support to help farmers  
meet the requirements of the Universal Actions within the  

Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS). Below is the Farming Connect  
support available towards UA4 and UA12.

UNIVERSAL ACTION 4 - Continuous Professional Development 

Through a range of funded and subsidised services, you can access: 

 Training courses 

 E-learning modules 

 Mentoring 

 Agri Academy 

 Agrisgôp 

 Masterclasses 

 Workshops 

 Discussion groups 

 On-farm events 

These activities support farmers in meeting the  
six hours of annual learning required under UA4.

UA4
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Unlock your farm’s potential with the power of benchmarking
FARMDATA+

Benefits of Benchmarking
• Identify strengths & weaknesses
• Boost profitability
• Make data-driven decisions
• Improve efficiency
• Stay competitive
• Set realistic goals

FARMDATA+ offers
✓ Key performance indicator (KPI) approach
✓ Physical, financial and environmental indicators
✓ Sector specific and whole farm KPIs
✓ Instant analysis with tailored support
✓ Simple to navigate
✓ KPI title only will be shared automatically  

with RPW (no performance data)

WHAT IS BENCHMARKING?
Benchmarking is a powerful management tool that allows you to  
measure your farm’s performance and compare results against  

previous performance, similar farms and industry averages. 

FARMDATA+
DATAFFERM+

FARMDATA+
DATAFFERM+

You will need to register  
via GOV.UK One Login  
and Farming Connect

Contact your Local Development Officer for more information. 

Scan the QR code to find 
out how benchmarking has 
benefited Welsh farmers. 

03456 000 813

gov.wales/farmingconnect

We welcome calls in Welsh
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Finance to support 
the future of 
Welsh farming

Launching in summer 2026, the 
Sustainable Agriculture Loan Scheme 
will help farm businesses across Wales 
invest in sustainable ways of working.

The aim of the scheme is to provide 
affordable finance to support the transition 
to more resilient production and land 
management.

Key features
 — Loans from £25,001 to £1 million
 — 3% fixed interest rate
 — Up to 15-year repayment terms
 — 6-month upfront repayment holiday

Eligible investments 
These include energy efficiency and storage, 
renewable energy generation for on farm use, 
waste and nutrient management, and farm 
infrastructure and assets.

Further eligibility criteria will apply.

Register your interest
developmentbank.wales/agriculture 

 

        

S

Development Bank of Wales Plc (Banc Datblygu Cymru ccc) is the holding company of a Group that trades as Development Bank of Wales. The Group is made up of a number of subsidiaries which are registered 
with names including the initials DBW. Development Bank of Wales Plc is a development finance company wholly owned by the Welsh Ministers and it is neither authorised nor regulated by the Prudential Regulation 
Authority (PRA) or the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). The Development Bank of Wales (Banc Datblygu Cymru ccc) has three subsidiaries which are authorised and regulated by the FCA. Please note that neither the 
Development Bank of Wales Plc (Banc Datblygu Cymru ccc) nor any of its subsidiaries are banking institutions or operate as such. This means that none of the group entities are able to accept deposits from the public. 
A complete legal structure chart for Development Bank of Wales Plc can be found at developmentbank.wales.

In Partnership with

Mewn Partneriaeth â 

bScan me
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EID CYMRU

Register for a cattle account 
on EIDCymru today 

1 July 2026 marked the start of the 
transition of cattle services from 
the British Cattle Movement System 
(BCMS) and the Cattle Tracing System 
(CTS) to EIDCymru. 

To coincide with the next phase of 
Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) legislation 
in Wales, cattle keepers can now 
create a cattle account on EIDCymru 
to access and view the BVD status 
of their herd and holding online.

Later in 2026, a phased move of 
keeper records to EIDCymru will begin, 
allowing the reporting of all cattle 
births, deaths and movements through 
the system and service. For now, 
keepers should continue to use CTS 
for reporting cattle births, deaths and 
movements until further notice.

Create a cattle account on EIDCymru 
to view your BVD status.

To view your BVD status online,  
you will need to create a cattle 
account on EIDCymru. 

Farmers who already use EIDCymru 
for sheep and goats will need 
to register for a separate account 
for cattle. This arrangement allows 
existing sheep and goat services 
to continue without disruption while 
cattle services transition away 
from CTS. 

How to Register

select your preferred language, 
then click on ‘Cattle Service’ followed 
by ‘Register’. 

You’ll be asked for:

Your CPH number.

Your Herd number.

Your Customer Reference  
Number (CRN).

An email address (you can use  
the same one as your sheep 
and goat account).

Need help registering? 

Support is available by emailing 
contact@eidcymru.org or calling 
01970 636959.

If you do not use online services,  
you can contact your vet to find 
out your herd’s BVD status.

To register, visit  
eidcymru.org 

https://www.eidcymru.org/
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moving onto a Welsh holding from 
outside of Wales.

Detailed guidance around testing 
requirements and BVD status is 
available on the BVD pages of the 
Welsh Government website. 

Further information about BVD and 
practical guidance is available at:

ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE
Next phase of BVD eradication 
now in place — 1 July 2026

Following engagement with the 
Bovine Viral Diarrhoea (BVD) 
Eradication Steering Group, 
new legislation comes into force  
on 1 July 2026 in Wales.

From 1 July 2026, keepers without 
a BVD negative herd status will 
be required to pre-movement virus 
(antigen) test their cattle to move 
them off their holding. Animals can 
only move with a negative result, 
valid for 60 days. The movement 
of BVD positive or persistently infected 
animals off a holding is an offence. 
This requirement applies regardless 
of whether the animals will be moving 
within, or outside of Wales.

Further post-movement virus (antigen) 
testing requirements are also in force 
for animals of unknown BVD status 

bvdcymru.wales 

Information about your BVD herd 
and individual animal status can be 
accessed through EIDCymru, where 
you can now register for a cattle 
account.

If you do not use online services, 
you can contact your vet to find out 
your herd’s BVD status, and arrange 
screening if needed.

http://bvdcymru.wales
http://www.bvdcymru.wales
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HELP PROTECT WALES FROM 
THE YELLOW-LEGGED HORNET

Yellow-legged hornets are active 
from February to November, but you 
are most likely to see them from July 
onwards. They can be found on 
or around:

flowering plants  
(especially ivy in Autumn)

beehives, and

rotting fruit like fallen apples.

Some of our native insects look similar 
to yellow-legged hornet. Please use the 
identification guide to learn how to tell 
them apart: 

The yellow-legged hornet (also called 
the Asian hornet) is an insect that 
is not native to the UK. Unlike our native 
European hornet, it actively targets 
honey bees and other pollinators. 

It was first recorded in France 
in 2004 and has since spread into 
other European countries, arriving 
in England in 2016. In January this year, 
the first confirmed finding in Wales 
was recorded near Wrexham and 
the Animal and Plant Health Agency 
(APHA) have been carrying out Spring 
trapping for queens in this area.

nonnativespecies.org/
assets/Uploads/ID_
Vespa_velutina_Asian_
Hornet_5.0-1.pdf 

We rely on people to report suspected 
sightings. Reports can be made using 
an online form: 

risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.
php?species=asian_
hornet

Please include a photograph and the 
location of the sighting with each 
report. 

The Welsh Government has produced 
a ‘Yellow-legged hornet: what to look 
out for’ leaflet: 

gov.wales/yellow-legged-
hornet-what-look-out

Dark abdomen 
fourth segment 
yellow/orange

Yellow tips to legs 
(native hornet  
has dark legs)

Courtesy The Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA), Crown Copyright

Entirely dark body 
(native hornet more 
brown/orange)

https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/ID_Vespa_velutina_Asian_Hornet_5.0-1.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/ID_Vespa_velutina_Asian_Hornet_5.0-1.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/ID_Vespa_velutina_Asian_Hornet_5.0-1.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/ID_Vespa_velutina_Asian_Hornet_5.0-1.pdf
https://www.nonnativespecies.org/assets/Uploads/ID_Vespa_velutina_Asian_Hornet_5.0-1.pdf
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.brc.ac.uk%2Frisc%2Falert.php%3Fspecies%3Dasian_hornet&data=05%7C02%7CLeasa.Fielding%40gov.wales%7Ce7e7532b23f540a0e08208de884695e0%7Ca2cc36c592804ae78887d06dab89216b%7C0%7C0%7C639098033966313681%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v%2F9LuT1shIT%2FyIAmJv8GhZm%2FqfPlERlyRVgtS9ZIuC0%3D&reserved=0
https://risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
https://risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
https://risc.brc.ac.uk/alert.php?species=asian_hornet
https://www.gov.wales/yellow-legged-hornet-what-look-out
https://www.gov.wales/yellow-legged-hornet-what-look-out
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COME AND SEE US AT THE 
AGRICULTURAL SHOWS THIS SUMMER
Welsh Government staff, including the Farm Liaison Service will be present  
at the Welsh Government Pavilion during the Royal Welsh Show, taking place 
from Monday 20 July to Thursday 23 July.

NSA Sheep Event, Malvern Tuesday 28 July

Cardigan County Show Saturday 1 August

Anglesey County Show Tuesday 11 and Wednesday 12 August

Pembrokeshire County Show Wednesday 19 and Thursday 20 August

Denbigh and Flint Show Thursday 20 August

Merioneth County Show Wednesday 26 August

Usk Show Saturday 12 September 

Staff will be available to provide the latest information on a range of topics, 
including the Sustainable Farming Scheme, and EIDCymru.

Come along and say hello.

21

Farm Liaison Staff will also be present on the Welsh Government stand, 
alongside Farming Connect staff, at the following shows:
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HYBU CIG CYMRU
Hybu Cig Cymru (HCC) outlines new industry vision 

These three priority areas seek 
to support the levy body’s mission 
of leading and supporting the Welsh 
red meat industry to increase its market 
presence, economic resilience and 
global competitiveness whilst striving 
to have a positive environmental impact.

Priority 1: Increase the volume 
and value of branded Welsh red  
meat sold.

Priority 2: Develop and lead the 
implementation of initiatives that 
improve economic and environmental 
sustainability.

Priority 3: Provide proactive, 
robust and evidence-based 
advocacy of the industry.

HCC CEO José Peralta explained that 
collaboration and cross-working will 
be crucial to delivering success for 
the Welsh red meat industry in the 
years ahead: 

“We will be taking a collaborative 
approach, which will involve 
working with partners across 
the industry who are driven by 
a common purpose. This will ensure 
that we operate efficiently and 
effectively and remain focused on 
delivering meaningful outcomes.

“HCC has a wide remit, and the 
sector presents us with several 
challenges that are often beyond 
our control. However, there are also 
numerous opportunities that we 
will continue to pursue to promote 
our country’s iconic red meat 
products.” 

Levy-payers and stakeholders can 
follow HCC’s progress on its new action 
plan via a range of communications 
channels, including the website, 
social media and weekly e-newsletter. 
For more information or to sign up for 
HCC email updates, contact:  
info@hybucig.cymru

HCC has launched its new strategic 
industry action plan, Red Meat Industry: 
Delivering Value for Wales, in readiness 
for its next four-year delivery cycle  
(April 2026 – 2030). 

The action plan has sought to focus 
on three key priority areas highlighted 
during its engagement period with the 
industry over the past twelve months: 

mailto:info%40hybucig.cymru?subject=
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Farm Liaison Service
A fully funded support service

We provide customers with guidance in respect of all farming and
rural schemes and policy areas administered by Welsh Government

We are here to help so please get in touch:

ALL WALES
Rita Jones
07971 048619
rita.jones@gov.wales

SOUTH EAST WALES 
Jane Walters
07721 894875
jane.walters@gov.wales

Caitlin Harley
07890 663351
Caitlin.harley@gov.wales

SOUTH WEST WALES 
Catrin Jones
07968 159637
catrin.jones3@gov.wales

Caitlin Harley
07890 663351
Caitlin.harley@gov.wales

NORTH EAST WALES
Armando Morgan
07774 950639
armando.morgan@gov.wales

NORTH WEST WALES
Janet Phillips
07774 950654
janet.phillips@gov.wales

MID WALES 
Steve Meredith
07721 894873
stephen.meredith@gov.wales

Eve Bridgewater 
07721 894869 
eve.bridgewater@gov.wales

Jane Walters
07721 894875
jane.walters@gov.wales
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WHERE CAN I GET HELP?
GET IN TOUCH WITH US

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL  
BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION

0800 188 4444  
help@rabi.org.uk

RPW CUSTOMER  
CONTACT CENTRE

0300 062 5004

FARM LIAISON SERVICE
0300 0255449 

farmliaisonservice@gov.wales

TIR DEWI
0800 1214722  

mail@tirdewi.co.uk

FARMING CONNECT
03456 000 813

THE ADDINGTON FUND
01926 620135

THE DPJ FOUNDATION
0800 587 4262

07860 048799 (text only)
support@thedpjfoundation.co.uk

SAMARITANS
116 123  

jo@samaritans.org

MIND CYMRU
0300 123 3393 

info@mind.org.uk

THE FARMING  
COMMUNITY NETWORK

03000 111 999 
help@fcn.org.uk

FARMWELL WALES
www.farmwell.wales

help@fcn.org.uk
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