
Combinations 

Combination 1: AS and A2 (plus or without AdvSbW) 

NB: In cases where a learner is studying the same subject both as a AS Level and A Level within the same year, in terms of the programme this will be considered as two equivalent subjects as long as the timetable shows distinct delivery for both as per 

the Programme Directory hours. 

Is learner undertaking 
more A2 or same 

number of subjects? 

NO 

       

                                

   

 
  YES 



  
     

      
   

  

     
          

                 
   

            

  

     

       

                   
       

      
 

     
           

              

      
   

            
            

     

             
     

Combinations 

Combination 2: 
A2 and BTEC (plus or without AdvSBW) 

A. Is the BTEC a Level 3 
Foundation Diploma, Diploma 

or Extended Diploma? 

YES 

Step 1A. Identify A Level Equivalence 
The table below shows the A Level equivalence of a BTEC. 

Examples of Relevant SSA Programme Code 

NB: Where a combination of BTEC Qualifications occur - the Qualification with the highest weight 
should be the area used for SSA 

NO 

B. Is the BTEC a Level 3 
Extended Certificate 

YES 
Step 1B. Identify A Level Equivalence 

The table below shows the A Level equivalence of a BTEC. 

Step 2B. If the combination is below they will need to use the below coding 

NO 

C. Is the BTEC a Level 3 
Certificate? 

YES Follow Combination 3 below 

NO 

Step 2.1A. If combination is one of the below then the Programme code will be a Relevant 
SSA Programme Code: 

- Find Relevant SSA / sub-SSA / Level in Post 16 funding framework 

Step 2.2A. If the combination is: 
Foundation Diploma OR Diploma + 2 OR 3 A2 (plus or without the AdvSBW)

then Programme Codes to use are shown below: 

NB: If the equivalent number of BTECS is the same as the number of A Levels - General Education 
coding must be used as shown below: 

If the Vocational qualification is Level 3 but lower than a Certificate, 
then it will be ignored as a valid combination and process should 

follow General Education qualifications ONLY route instead 



Combinations 

Combination 3: 
AS and BTEC (plus or without AdvSBW) 

A. Is the BTEC a Level 3 Extended 
Diploma, Diploma, Foundation 

Diploma or Extended Certificate? 

YES 

Follow the Combination 1 or 2 above as relevant. 
NB: Where the programme code is deemed to be SSA 

relevant, the AS subject must be recorded as 'Other' as 
recognised as CLIF. 

NO 

B. Is the BTEC a Level 3 
Certificate 

YES 

NO 

Step 1B. Identify AS Level Equivalence 
The table below shows the AS Level equivalence of a BTEC. 

Step 2B. If the combination is below they will need to use the below coding 

  
     

       
   

   

         
          

         
  

           
           

              

         
          

      
    

If the Vocational qualification is Level 3 but lower 
than a Certificate, then it will be ignored as a valid 

combination and process should follow General 
Education qualifications ONLY route instead 



Combinations 

Combination 4: AS, A2 and BTEC (plus or without AdvSBW) 

Is the general education weighting more than the 
vocational? (as per equivalence table) 

NO 

YES 

        

      
    

      
     

  

          
 

Does the number of AS outweigh 
the A2 when BTEC Equivalence 

taken into account: 

NO 

YES 

Relevant Vocational SSA Programme code to be used - see 
vocational flowchart 



Combinations 

Combination 5: 
GCSEs and BTEC (plus or without Skills Challenge Certificate) 

A. Is the BTEC a Level 2 
Diploma or Extended 

Certificate? 

Step 1A. Identify GCSE Level Equivalence 
The table below shows the GCSE Level equivalence of a BTEC. YES 

NO 

Examples of Relevant SSA Programme Code 

NB: Where a combination of BTEC Qualifications occur - the Qualification with the highest weight 
should be the area used for SSA 

Step 2B. If the combination is below they will need to use the below coding 

B. Is the BTEC a Level 2 
Certificate? 

Step 1B. Identify GCSE Level Equivalence 
The table below shows the GCSE Level equivalence of a BTEC. YES 

Examples of Relevant SSA Programme Code 

NB: Where a combination of BTEC Qualifications occur - the Qualification with the highest weight 
should be the area used for SSA 

Step 2.2B. If the combination is below they will need to use the below coding 

NO 

 
       

 
 

 

     
           

                  
  

        

  

      
 

     
           

                   
       

   
 

     
           

                  
  

            

              

  

              

                  
    

             
     

             
     

Step 2A. If combination is one of the below then the Programme code will be a Relevant SSA 
Programme Code: 

- Find Relevant SSA / sub-SSA / Level in Post 16 funding framework 

Step 2.1B. If combination is one of the below then the Programme code will be a Relevant SSA 
Programme Code: 

- Find Relevant SSA / sub-SSA / Level in Post 16 funding framework 

Step 2.3B. If the combination is 2 GCSEs or lower + BTEC Level 2 Certificate, then Access to FE 
programme code must be used 

C. Is the BTEC a Level 2 
Award? 

Step 1C. Identify GCSE Level Equivalence 
The table below shows the GCSE Level equivalence of a BTEC. 

YES 
Step 2C. As the Award is a very small qualification in size - it is equivalent to one GCSE. 

Combinations possible including the Award are shown below: 
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