Data note – data verification

Local Government Settlement Data Verification: DWP benefits and Claimant Count, November 2026

This data note has been produced in conjunction with the data to be verified as part of the 2027-28 Local Government Settlement calculation. This document details the data sets that are part of this first tranche of the data verification.

Note that the purpose of the data verification exercise is not to re-visit published estimates where the changes are minor. This process is to ensure that any significant errors in or revisions to the Claimant Count and benefit claimant data are identified. 

Changes to published data will only be considered if the data repository agrees with the change to the data. Any changes to published data should be re-submitted via the process in which it was originally submitted. Once you have received confirmation from the data repository to update a data item, please then indicate the updated figure on your query form. The data repositories and contacts for enquiries are listed in Annex A.

This note covers data extracts for
1. Claimant Count
2. Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) Benefit Claimants

This data is extracted from NOMIS and Stat-Xplore. Please note that data from these sources are dynamic and subject to periodic updates. As a result, differences may arise when the same dataset is extracted at different points in time. As our focus remains on identifying and addressing errors in the data rather than minor movements that reflect routine updates, we plan to adjust for data errors only, rather than any such data movements since it was obtained.

1. [bookmark: _Claimant_Count:_11-month]Claimant Count: 11-month Claimant Count (October previous year to August current year)

The Claimant Count measures the number of people claiming benefits principally for the reason of being unemployed. Data is extracted from the ONS platform, NOMIS.

Steps to extract the data:

· Click link (you don’t need to be signed in): Nomisweb

· Click on Data Sources

· Select Claimant Count

· Select Claimant Count by sex and age

· Select Query data from ‘Download options’

· Select Geography from the table on the left

· Select local authorities: county / unitary (as of April 2023)

· From the drop-down box (list areas within) select Wales

· Select tick all (data is needed for all 22 local authorities)

· Select Date from the table on the left

· Tick Select all dates from a start and end date

· Select start date October of previous calendar year, end date August of current calendar year and selection interval Monthly

· Select Age from the table on the left

· Ensure All categories: Age 16+ is selected

· Click Download Data from the table on the left to download and view the data in your preferred format

2. [bookmark: _Department_for_Work][bookmark: DWPbenefits]Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) Benefit Claimants

Description of Current Benefits:

· Number of Jobseeker’s Allowance Claimants (JSA) (18-64 and all ages):
· Benefit for people who are unemployed and actively seeking work

· Number of Personal Independence Payment Claimants (PIP) (18-64):
· Benefit to help with the extra costs of a long-term health condition or disability

· Number of Universal Credit Claimants (UC) (18-64 and all ages):
· Means-tested benefit for people on a low income or out of work, replacing several legacy benefits

· Number of Pension Credit Claimants (PC) (18-64 and all ages):
· Income-related benefit that supplements the income of people over State Pension age

Description of Legacy Benefits:

· Number of Severe Disablement Allowance (SDA) Claimants (18-64):
· Legacy benefit for people who were unable to work because of a disability before Incapacity Benefit was introduced. Closed to new claims in April 2001; existing claimants remain entitled. This is no longer a dataset offered by Stat-Xplore.

· Number of Income Support Claimants (IS) (18-64 and all ages):
· Legacy income-related benefit for people on a low income who are not required to actively seek work.

· Number of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) Claimants (18-64):
· Legacy benefit to help with the extra care and mobility costs of a disability. Largely a legacy benefit for children and some existing adult claimants. PIP replaced this benefit from April 2013 for working-age adults.

All data is extracted from the DWP platform, Stat-Xplore.

Steps to extract the data:

All data is extracted from the DWP platform, Stat-Xplore. You can select ‘Guest log in’ or register an account.

The extraction process is similar for all these datasets.

Step 1: Select the relevant dataset from the left-hand table:

JSA: JSA – Data from May 2018; JSA 4 – Local Authority

PIP: PIP cases with entitlement from 2019; PIP from 2019 5 – Caseload by Local Authority

UC: People on universal credit; UC People 4 – Local Authority by Employment. Then filter by employment status: ‘Not in employment (PAYE) or self-employment’

PC: Pension credit – Data from May 2018; PC2 – Region

IS: Income support; IS 4 – Local Authority

DLA: DLA: Cases with entitlement – Data from May 2018; DLA Entitlement 4 – Local Authority

Step 2: click the button ‘Clear Table X’
Step 3: on the left-hand panel select ‘Quarter’
Within the quarter section, scroll down and select the required quarters:

For current benefits: May (prior year); August (prior year); November (prior year) March (current year).

For legacy benefits: the latest available four quarters.

NB from March 2026 DWP has adjusted its quarterly reporting dates to align with the financial year.

When you have ticked the relevant dates, click ‘Column’. These dates should appear in the table on the right.
Step 2

 Step 3
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Step 4: Select the ‘National – Regional – LA – OAs’ 

· Expand ‘DWP policy ownership’ or ‘Great Britain’. You may first have to select ‘Geography (residence-based)’ and then ‘National – Regional - LA – OAs'.

· Expand ‘England and Wales’

· Expand ‘Wales’

· Select Wales and all 22 local authorities

· Click ‘Row’ (above the left-hand panel). You should see all the local authorities in the table on the right.

Step 5: Select the ‘Age’ (bands and single year) 
· Select each age required (see table below for the age ranges required for each benefit). If you want to include 30-35 year olds, we recommend expanding ‘30-35’ and clicking each individual age.

	Benefit
	Age range

	JSA
	two extractions needed: all ages and 18-64

	PIP
	select 18-64

	UC
	two extractions needed: all ages and 18-64

	PC
	three extractions needed: all ages, 65+ and 18-64

	IS 
	two extractions needed: all ages and 18-64 

	DLA 
	select 18-64 




· Do not select ‘Unknown’ or ‘Unknown/Missing’

· When complete, press ‘Wafer’ button alongside the Row and Column and then you will see wafer in the table area has a drop down. Select Total from this list.


Step 6
Step 5
Step 4
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Step 6: On the far right, click the ‘Download table’ button 

You will see a download of the data, which you can save to your preferred location. When viewing the data be please use the ‘total’ tab at the end of the file.
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[bookmark: _Annex_A]Annex A 
Data Repositories and Contacts:

· Claimant Count Data: NOMIS – Office of National Statistics (ONS) official labour market statistics:
· https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/
· Benefits Claimants Data: Stat-Xplore – Department for Work and Pensions (DWP):
· https://stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/jsf/login.xhtml
· Other queries:
· LGFPSettlement@gov.wales

image1.png
v & ourintranet X |

ogin-5 X | ¥ Chat[M365 X | @ SDAbenefor: X | % M365 Copilot X [ stat-Xplore - X Nomis-Que: X | & Nomis-que X | + - & x a (]

File  Home Insert Draw Design Layout References Mailings Review View Help | &= comments | | ¢ Editin
& G @ [ O httpsy/stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/jsf/tableView/tableView.xhtml A e = & o Chat fﬁ Gt A A Ae |8 sl - ) )| P ~ \!} # g )
Paste (B]7 U-w x # Ac £« A~ _ . Heading . Body Te» Heading No Spacir Normal Qe Replace e Fdtar | Addins Settings
F@ WG shortcuts & | @ cPms @) ipayview @ Appoint (managers) [l Request MA number Learning Lab @) Resource Booking.. 2 MylT > £ Other favourites Q - DRSS . s = Iy Select~ -
Cipboard 1 Font 5 Paragraph 5 styes 5 Eatng | Voke | Senstwty | Edtor | Addins ishare v
Stat-Xploi Home  Table View raph View  Map View > @ SECURITY WARNING  Some actve cantent has been csable. Click for mre detais. | Enable Content x
o] Data extraction @ Jones, Rhiannon (LGHRRS - LG (RN
Dataset: DLA: Cases with entitiement - Data from May 2018 & Excel 2007 (.xIsx)(max 16,384 columns x 65,000 rows and < 100,000 cells) v [ENUERE S Al data s extracied rom Stat-Xplore. You can register an account and then loginor seect e
‘guest log i’ 0 53
Fields Tables ¢ | Added mandatory field "Quarter” + The extraction process is the same for all beneits el \
Addto: Row v Column v Wafer v Filter | Remove Retrieve Data  Clear Table ~ Save Table ~ Share Table  Print Table  Table Options ~ Remove Item Step 1: Select the relevant dataset from the left-hand table:
= 3
Collapse All | Un-fick All | 0 items selected. ’ x a < - °¢ 1ﬂ[
'3 Measures [3] 2 Quarter
[ Quarter (31) B3] @ Filters:
4 [ Geography (residence-based) - SELECT POLICY OWNER Default Summation @ : DLA (entitled) - 2021 Geographies JSA: JSA — Data from May 2018; JSA 4 — Local Authority
[ National - Regional - LA- OAs (2) B © Wafers: PIP: PIP cases with enfitlement from 2019; PIP from 2019 5 -Caseload by Local Authority
£ National - Regional - LA-Ward (2) 3 © Cell count: 1 (x4 x1) total UC: People on universal credit; UC People 4 — Local Authority by Employment

. " " PC: Pension credit - Data from May 2018; PC2 - Region
[F] Westminster Parliamentary Constituency (2) 3] @

Quarter @ : Nov-25 1S: Income support; IS 4 -Local Authority
Scottish Parliamentary Constituency (75) 3 @

DLA: DLA: Cases with entitiement — Data from May 2018; DLA Entitiement 4 — Local Authority

[7] Age (bands and single year) (20) > @
g . - Step 2: press the button Cleat Table X
Care Award Type (4) (i ]
£ Mobility Award Type (3) 5] @ For further information see Data Confidentiality Step 3: on the left-hand panel click on the quarter
NOTE: Retrieve data to view table annotations. Data is extracted for four quarters:
[ Client Type (3) ) @ « May (prior year); August (prior year); November (prior year) to February (current
year)
[] Duration of Current Claim (7) 3] @ o EG for 2026, extract data for May 2025, August 2025, November 2025, February 2026
[7] Gender (3) B) @ v
) >

Pagedots  2570words & [R English (United Kingdom) TextPredictions: On T Accessbilty: Investigate 3 Display Settings [ Focus B - —4——+ 1o

Q sern YT EYd EX R

Q search z 5 _ g S ;90 ! :.‘ @ @ e I ol 31/07/123(;22





image2.png
v & ourintranet X | x |

benefot- X | ot X [ Stat-Xplore - X

& G @ | O httpsy/stat-xplore.dwp.gov.uk/webapi/jsf/tableView/tableView.xhtml

@ iPayview
Table View

F@g WG shortcuts & | @ cpms

Home

Stat-Xplor

Dataset: DLA: Cases with entitlement - Data from May 2018 @

Fields Tables <

Addto: Row ~ Column v Wafer v Filter | Remove

Collapse All | Un-ick All | 0 items selected.

= [J Nov-25 -
Geography (residence-based) - SELECT POLICY OWNER
[7] National - Regional - LA- OAs (2) 3] @

[7] National - Regional - LA-Ward (2) 3] @

4 [

[F] Westminster Parliamentary Constituency (2) 3] @
Scottish Parliamentary Constituency (75) 3 @
Age (bands and single year) (20) 3] @

Care Award Type (4) 3] @

Mobility Award Type (3) 3] @

Client Type (3) 3] @

Duration of Current Claim (7) 3] @

Gender (3) ] @

Main Disabling Condition (57) ) @

[ M O O [ O [

<

<

a Q Search

@ Appoint (managers)

EA Request MA number Learning Lab @) Resource Booking.. S Myl

A

= ERP

>

£ Other favourites

o X

0y chat
Q

Excel 2007 (.xlsx)(max 16,384 columns x 65,000 rows and < 100,000 cells) v [ally|lELRETIS

Retrieve Data  Clear Table  Save Table  Share Table  Print Table  Table Options
-
> X a < & B
Quarter
Filters:

Default Summation @ : DLA (entitled) - 2021 Geographies

Wafers:

Cell count: 3 (3 x 1 x 1) total.

Quarter @ May-25 Aug-25 Nov-25

For further information see Data Confidentiality
NOTE: Retrieve data to view table annotations.

eedback/Enquiry Need Help? Terms and Co

LBEE - FE%a s

itions Privacy Accessil

Remove Item

i

ity Statement

Stat-Xplore - Powered by SuperSTAR |

13:09
31/07/2026

Fle  Home Insert Draw References

0
paj¢e§ (BT uvw x ¥ A- 2+ A~

Clipboard 1

Design  Layout

[Catbri Light (Headir <|[13_<| A° A" Aa~ | Ao

Font 5

@ SECURITY WARNING. Some active content ha been disale, Click for more detal,

Pagedof9 2651 words English (United Kingdom)

& I

Text Predictions: On

Mailings ~ Review View  Help
R . ) .
Heading . Body Te»|Heading | No Spacir Normal
Faragraph 5 syes
Enabe Content |
a L]

Within the quarter section, scroll down and select the four quarters

May (prior year); August (prior year); November (prior year) to February (current year)
EG for 2026, extract data for May 2025, August 2025, November 2025, February 2026

Some data may not be available until the end of Augustiearly September. The numbers are likely
to change each time the data s run. For this reason, it may be easier for local authorities to
validate the data when it is extracted.

When you have ticked the relevant dates then click ‘Column'. These dates should appear in the
table on the right

Step 4: Select the relevant dataset from the left-hand table:

i) Expand Month’ and un-tick the months selected then tick the months ‘May 2024'. *August
2024', "November 2024 and ‘February 2025' and click add to ‘column’ (in the blue box at
the top left-hand side)

i) Expand ‘geography (residence-based) then ‘National - Regional — LA - OAS' click on each
folder until you get to "Wales [22] and click on your local authority. Click add to row’ (in the
blue box at the top left-hand side).

i) Expand ‘age (bands and single year) and select the appropriate age bands i.e. 18 to 64 or
all ages. Click add to ‘Wafer' (in the blue box at the top left-hand side). A wafer dropdown
will show above the month's section, within this box select Total’

iv)  Expand ‘employment indicator’ and select "Not in employment’. Click add to ‘Filter’ in the
purple box at the top left-hand side).
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